
Oh, God exists. Just look around you. Look at the tiny fingers and toes of your
miracle newborn child. Look at the exquisite dawn light pouring through the mists.
Look at the beckoning stars, while reckoning their vast number and distance. Look
in the mirror at who you didn’t create, and then look deep in your heart for the
desire to discover, know, and love your creator. See how all creation carries a
magisterial order, a movement forward, and a supporting design without which
things would have never come into existence and without which they would
instantly fall apart.

That’s what the Bible says in Romans 1:20, that God is obvious to those who just
look around them. Only fools, those who know nothing about organic complexities
and compounding improbabilities in producing the finely tuned processes of life,
believe that the chance collisions of atoms most likely, indeed certainly, brought
about all that you see. The odds of creation, the precise creation in which we live so
abundantly, so richly, being due to chance are more than preposterous. Every law of
nature requires a lawgiver. Every rule of order requires a rule maker. Every creation
requires a creator. Christians call him God.

And just look inside of you. That’s also what the Bible says, that God opens the
heart to hear, see, and believe. The cloth seller Lydia is an example, recorded in
Acts 16:14, that God opened her heart to him. Your overpowering sense of living in
a consequential world is not your imagination. Things matter because God made it
so, writing his moral sense on your heart, as Romans 2:15 intimates. Every thought
begins from a foundation.  God is that foundation.

The questioner is right, though, to treat seriously the question of God’s existence.
Whether you accept that God exists or not means a lot to you and to those who love
and depend on you. As Hebrews 11:6 says, one cannot please God unless one first
believes that he exists. The same verse, by the way, says that he rewards those who
pursue him. Reverence begins the moment that you recognize him, as obvious as
the hand you hold in front of your face. Until then, until one recognizes that God
exists, one cannot please God nor receive his reward. If you cannot please God nor
receive his reward, then your life is missing its core, your essential reason for being.

Why would God leave any doubt about his existence? Why does God not show
himself, maybe by hanging off the side of New York City’s Empire State building



like King Kong? You see already, that’s exactly the problem. A special appearance
here and there would make a mockery of God, with all who God is and all he has
done and continues to do. We cannot depend on spectral appearances as evidence of
God. What would those appearances even mean to us other than to frighten us?
Jesus lived with the disciples for three years of public ministry. And yet he terrified
the disciples when he walked on water and again when he calmed the storm. We can
only comprehend so much, indeed very little of that which God might show us, if he
were to reveal himself fully, once and for all, in his entire uncloaked glory.

For God to appear to us while preserving and enhancing our already-precarious
sanity, he would instead need a people who understood and sought him. He would
need a history of sorts to give his appearance its due context. The people who
would receive him would need long and arduous preparation for his appearance, a
training in his divine character and spirituality. God would also need an
introduction, a prediction and foreshadowing deserving of his supremacy. And then,
his appearance would need a grand design and purpose, one that his appearance
would fulfill, so as not to appear gratuitous, showy, prideful.

And that, my good friend, is what God gave you, every bit of it, in the Bible. Read
the Bible as God’s record that he exists. God lives, and not only lives but also
creates. As Psalm 139:13 says, he wove you together in your mother’s womb,
creating your spirit and soul.

Questions about God’s existence raise another important point about God’s
character. God is not going to force you to believe the evidence that you see for
him. He doesn’t want robots. God wants thinking, feeling, choosing agents, those
who can care for him, not out of compulsion but out of choice. Incredible as it may
seem, God wants your relationship. But maybe God’s desire for you is not as
incredible as it first seems. If you were a leader, then wouldn’t you especially want
those followers who wished, who desired, who even longed, to follow you? If you
were a parent, then wouldn’t you favor those who wanted you to adopt them? If you
were a friend, then wouldn’t you want those who desired your friendship? And if
you were a lover, then wouldn’t you want the one who loved you, too?

God leaves choice in the matter out of respect for you and all that you could be, if
you so choose. Don’t you see that fundamental aspect about your life, that you



make it what you choose? Isn’t that the consequential world in which we live, the
one that God created for us? Don’t you sense your destiny or, if not, then at least
sense that you would be something more if you had a destiny? You can be far more
in choosing God than you could be if you had no choice.

Let’s be glad that we live in a world where choice makes a difference. We are not
robots, not automatons. God has given us the capacity to consider our origin,
discern our destiny, and achieve the eternal with him. Let’s use those capacities for
their design. Let’s together make the most of ourselves by making the most of him.
Christians call it glorifying God, and nothing could be more special. But first, we
must believe that he exists. And to believe that he exists, he wants us to know that
he rewards those who do so. Trust Hebrews 11:6. Indeed, as Proverbs 3:5-6 says,
we should trust God more so than lean on our own tiny understanding. Then, he’ll
take us where we truly want to go. God exists. Believe it. Then pursue him. You
won’t regret it.


