
We tend to think of reading as individual pursuit, which to a large degree it is. But
reading the Bible with others, whether in pairs or small or large groups, can be an
especially fruitful activity, more so, at times, than reading the Bible alone. The
Bible encourages us to listen carefully to others, especially wise teachers but also
the spiritually mature. That counsel holds true for what we discern from the Bible.
The Spirit can speak to the mind alone, but the Spirit also certainly speaks to the
mind through others. Reading Bible books and passages together with others creates
opportunities to learn what others are discerning. Those others may speak to you,
and you may speak to them, about what you discern. Multiple views can help
correct interpretation errors, just as much as they can help confirm correct
interpretation. The views of others who are reading the same thing that you are
reading from the Bible can also raise questions that you hadn’t considered. Even
reading the Bible aloud to one another can, through oral emphases, prod the mind
into hearing better what the Bible author was relating.

Reading the Bible with others has another benefit. Few activities have, or perhaps
no activity has, quite the same value to a relationship as sharing God’s word.
Preaching at another may not foster relationship. But when two or more read God’s
word together, they not only learn from one another but also enjoy closer
relationship around the preeminent shared affinity. Nothing has greater value than
one’s relationship to God. Finding others who share in that relationship, and share
through reading God’s word, enriches one’s own life while enriching the lives of
those others. You don’t have strong friends? You can’t find friends who enjoy doing
what you enjoy doing? Then try finding a companion or joining a small group to
read the Bible together. You may not initially think that much of one another’s
company. But over time, God’s word has a way of fostering relationship.


