
Theme. The theme of 2 Chronicles is inheritance. Like its sister book 1
Chronicles, of which 2 Chronicles was originally a part, 2 Chronicles looks back
across the history of Israel’s kings. Like 1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles views that
history through rose-colored glasses, and not because Israel had anything to hide,
for the Israelites were just emerging from long exile and knew the reasons for their
captivity. Rather, 2 Chronicles casts a hopeful light, as 1 Chronicles glorified God,
to give the returning Israelites confidence in their inheritance. An inheritance is
something bequeathed, gifted out of relationship, not something earned. The
Israelites could see in their return from exile to Jerusalem that they would indeed
receive their coming Messiah, the Son of David. They had every reason for great
hope in that course of history and prophetic word. And now, if they’d previously
had any doubt, they knew that he would rescue them by his Father’s grace, which is
2 Chronicles’ subtle but still-evident theme.

Author. As the prior section on 1 Chronicles indicates, neither 1 Chronicles nor 2
Chronicles, one book before their Septuagint translation, tell us who was their
author, although Jewish tradition credits Ezra, who wrote the following history
book carrying his name. The whole of 1 and 2 Chronicles does show from its text
that its meticulous historian-author relied on official annals and records backed by
unofficial writings. Whether a priest or not, 2 Chronicles’ author also took a priest’s
perspective, showing great concern for the details of worship and observance. From
the final passage of 2 Chronicles, referring to the returned exiles’ rebuilding of
Jerusalem’s temple, 2 Chronicles’ author would have been writing at the dawn of
Israel’s post-exile period. As to the period of history that 2 Chronicles records, it
begins in 853 B.C. with Solomon taking the throne and concludes with Judah’s
exile in 586 B.C., with a concluding note of the Israelites’ return from exile seventy
years later.

Context. Second Chronicles shares the early restoration context of 1 Chronicles,
its sister book. Israel had recently suffered annihilation defeat, after centuries of
declining and divided rule. Yet Israel had then survived in exile, to a degree even
prospered, to the point that its Babylonian and Persian captors looked with such
favor on it as to draw on their treasuries to return the exiles to Jerusalem to rebuild
the temple. In the face of that merciful, too-good-to-be-true return, 2 Chronicles’
author could point convincingly to Israel’s extraordinary inheritance. The Israelites
did not know that hundreds of years would pass before that inheritance appeared in
a Bethlehem manger. Nor did they know much of the upside-down nature of God’s
humble entry into the world. Neither did they know that he would lead his people
far beyond a temporal, political kingdom to his eternal heavenly kingdom. But their



restoration context urged them to trust 2 Chronicles’ inheritance narrative. Read 2
Chronicles as confirming God’s Davidic covenant and merciful will.

Structure. Second Chronicles devotes its first quarter, chapters one through nine,
to Solomon’s reign. Solomon first consolidates his power before building the
temple. Second Chronicles devotes six chapters alone to the temple’s construction
and dedication, making clear the book’s interest in conveying the glory of Israel’s
inheritance. No other people had such privilege as to construct and maintain God’s
temple home. Unlike 1 Kings, which revealed Solomon to be a deeply flawed ruler
in his extravagances and dalliances, 2 Chronicles mentions barely a few words of
Solomon building his palace and nothing of the corrupting distraction of his
hundreds of wives. Second Chronicles’ last three quarters, chapters ten through
thirty-six, record the history of Judah’s kings. Note 2 Chronicles’ different focus,
not on both lines of kings of the competing and at times warring northern and
southern kingdoms, Israel and Judah, as 2 Kings documented, but instead on
Judah’s kings alone. The reason for 2 Chronicles’ unique focus and structure is, of
course, that God’s covenant was with David, meaning the Messiah would come
from Judah, not from the northern kingdom Israel.

Key Events. Second Chronicles naturally focuses its key events on the actions of
Judah’s kings in David’s line, pointing toward God’s eternal throne. Solomon asked
for wisdom rather than wealth, and so God gave him both. Solomon conscripted all
foreigners in Judah to build God’s temple, although 2 Chronicles pointedly and
repeatedly attributed to Solomon, not those laborers, the construction of the temple
and its furnishings. When Solomon brought the ark of the covenant to the temple,
the Lord’s glory filled the temple so that the priests could not perform their service.
Solomon’s son Rehoboam succeeded Solomon as king, leading to the northern
kingdom’s revolt. Second Chronicles continues its description of each of Judah’s
successive kings, highlighting how although they at times turned from God, those
who humbled themselves God restored to his favor. The book shows how righteous
kings like Asa would remove Judah’s high places, his son Jehoshaphat would
follow God’s laws, and Hezekiah would purify the temple, so that God would
accordingly give Judah peace and rest. Second Chronicles also shows how God
would reject wicked kings like Ahaziah, Ahaz, and Manasseh, who pursued other
gods and idols. Second Chronicles ends with brief mention of Jerusalem’s fall, the
exile, and the Persian king Cyrus’s offer to restore Judah to rebuild its temple.

Key Locations. Second Chronicles has one primary location: Jerusalem, where
Solomon builds God’s temple, Judah’s kings reign, Assyria and then Babylon lay
siege, Babylon defeats Judah, and to which the exiles return at book’s end. Yet
while Judah’s kings rule and war from Jerusalem, 2 Chronicles’ more-precise focus



is on the temple within Jerusalem. Second Chronicles, like its predecessor 1
Chronicles, focuses on the glory of God. Its high point is not the exiles’ return,
which barely warrants an afterthought mention. The high point of 2 Chronicles is
when God’s glory fills the temple to the point that the priests must stand in awe
rather than serve. The temple is 2 Chronicles’ location focus because 2 Chronicles
intends to highlight God’s relationship with his people, and not just God as king and
judge but as highest priest, prepared to establish Judah’s throne in heaven forever.
The temple as a building is not even 2 Chronicles’ focus, as Christ would soon
make clear, but instead the temple as the locus of the presence of God, as God’s
Eden garden for his people to see again in his returning celestial city.

Revelation of Christ. One could say that the so-called good kings of Judah, those
whose reigns 2 Chronicles especially celebrates, prefigured Christ, as they surely
did in their reverence of God and his holy law. Second Chronicles’ greater
revelation of Christ, though, was not in those kings’ representative character or
actions but in their preserving the Davidic line ruling Judah, through whom God’s
promised Messiah would soon come. When God covenanted with David to
establish his throne forever, and then carried David’s line through the succession of
Judah’s alternately righteous-and-wicked kings, God did not mean that a temporal
king in David’s line would always be on the earthly throne of a political Judah. God
instead pointed to the one eternal Messiah Jesus whose birth, life, sacrifice, and
resurrection would place the Lamb of God Jesus on God’s heavenly, eternal throne.
Second Chronicles points the reader to that eternal inheritance of salvation in Jesus
Christ, the one who forever reigns in heaven.

Application. Second Chronicles’ kingship history teaches us to reject evil while
pursuing righteousness. No reader needs to do any more than survey the dramatic
ups and downs of Judah’s kings to, from that lesson, recommit to righteous living.
Yet we draw much more from 2 Chronicles than lessons in good living. Second
Chronicles turns our hope once again to the returning King Jesus. Second
Chronicles reminds us to place our hope in things eternal, the glory of God on his
heavenly throne, the God whose presence is our one true desire. Second Chronicles
has us turn from worldly ambitions, even as we do as we ought, to heavenly
ambitions, to do God’s will, glorify God, and embrace his Son’s salvation. The
world wearies, while heaven restores. The world offers but brief pleasures and yet
no escape but death, while the Son offers us paradise in bodies resurrected, life
made whole, and relationship restored. See in 2 Chronicles’ record of God’s glory
filling the temple, the glory of God filling your soul.

Memory Verses. 1:12: “I will also give you wealth, possessions and honor, such
as no king who was before you ever had and none after you will have.” 5:13-14:



Then the temple of the Lord was filled with the cloud, and the priests could not
perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the temple
of God. 15:2: “The Lord is with you when you are with him. If you seek him, he will
be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you.” 19:9: “You must serve
faithfully and wholeheartedly in the fear of the Lord.” 20:15: “Do not be afraid or
discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s.”
24:13: The men in charge of the work were diligent, and the repairs progressed
under them. They rebuilt the temple of God according to its original design and
reinforced it. 29:2: He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, just as his father
David had done. 30:7: “Do not be like your parents and your fellow Israelites, who
were unfaithful to the Lord, the God of their ancestors, so that he made them an
object of horror, as you see. Do not be stiff-necked, as your ancestors were; submit
to the Lord.” 31:21: In everything that he undertook in the service of God’s temple
and in obedience to the law and the commands, he sought his God and worked
wholeheartedly. And so he prospered.


