
What does one do after having read the Bible cover to cover? Read it again. Many
Bible readers have not read the Bible cover to cover, start to finish. They prefer
instead to read their favorite books or have just never read the Bible as they would
other books, beginning at the beginning and ending at the end. Because the Bible is
God’s integrated account of his history and intention through the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Bible can work for readers in that piecemeal or partial fashion. One may get all
one needs, or most of what one needs, from a single Bible book or a few books,
knowing that the books refer to, quote, incorporate, reflect, and build on one
another. Yet still, one wonders, what does one do after having read the Bible cover
to cover other than start reading the Bible once again?

Rereading is a valuable activity. The more one reads a text, the more one recalls of
it and the more one can see in it. Each reading reinforces prior readings, while
inspiring new reflections. So, certainly, keep reading the Bible after having read it.
Start again, either at the beginning or with a book or passage to which the Spirit
guides you, alone or interacting with others. Some have read the Bible dozens of
times, cover to cover, still discovering meanings that had always been there but they
had never noticed. Indeed, for many of us, the more we read the Bible, the more we
realize how little we know of its treasures. And the more we read the Bible, the
more we wish to interact with its text. The Bible is God’s living word. Reading the
Bible is fine, but applying its words is better. To apply God’s word, study, surmise,
hypothesize, and reflect, until you can carry out and live out what it says.


