
We each have faith of a kind, although different kinds. As the questioner illustrates,
some have faith in natural cycles, like the sun coming up and going down. Others
have faith in some vague kind of fate, like one has not much to do about it. Still
others have faith in people, or scientific theories, or their own wisdom, health, or
strength. Faith in that general, non-spiritual sense means confidence in unseen
things that one nonetheless expects to occur. People exercising a non-spiritual faith
may be relying on experience, history, nature, physics, probabilities, or their own
optimistic or pessimistic outlook. So again, yes, everyone has one form or another
of non-spiritual faith.

Christians, though, write and speak about faith in spiritual terms. When a Christian
speaks about faith, the reference is not to natural things, things like experience,
history, or probabilities. Rather, Christian faith refers to one’s knowledge of God
and his attributes, and the expectations, the confidence, comfort, and courage, one
draws from that knowledge. Christians don’t necessarily have faith because they’ve
seen it happen before, although they may have, but instead because they know God
and trust that he acts in ways that he promises and his attributes reflect.

Thus, when Hebrews 11:1 states that faith is the evidence of things for which one
hopes, it doesn’t mean a general hope that things just happen but a specific hope
that God so acts. The passage continues that Christians take on faith that the
invisible God made the material world. Faith made Abel give God a better offering
than Cain so that God commended Abel. Faith made Noah build the ark, saving his
family. Faith made Abraham obey God in going to a strange land to become the
father of a chosen people. Faith helped Moses lead his people out of Egypt. One
after another, faith heroes trusted that God would act in the way that he said,
according to his word, plan, and character.

Critically, the same passage Hebrews 11 states that without faith, one cannot please
God. Pleasing God requires faith, because to please God, one must first believe that
God exists. One cannot please someone who one does not believe exists. To believe
that God exists requires a leap of faith, a confidence in the unseen, because one
does not see God other than in what he does and creates. Those who adhere to
naturalism will never please God because rather than seeing God in what he creates,



they see only the creation as creating and perpetuating itself. God cannot honor one
who attributes to others God’s own glorious work.

The passage in Hebrews 11 continues that to please God, one must also believe that
he rewards those who earnestly seek him. Christian faith thus involves not only
believing that the invisible God exists but also that God acts favorably toward those
believers within his creation. Christian faith thus rests on relationship between God
and his followers, those who know not only that he exists but also that following
God leads to God’s reward. God recognizes, knows, and rewards those who believe
that he exists.

One begins to see why, then, faith is such a big question for Christians. Faith is so
important to Christians, who indeed talk about faith a lot, because they earnestly
seek God’s favor, knowing that God will respond favorably to those who seek him.
Faith is receiving God’s substance. God is the I am, as Exodus 3:14 tells us,
meaning that in him, in Christ, we live, move, and have our being, as the apostle
Paul said in Acts 17:28. Christians live by faith, truly live, having received God’s I
am, his substance, as their own life. Knowing that God exists and rewards those
who seek him, Christians seek him and his reward. Who wouldn’t? Christians
would be denying everything that they know by not pursuing God who they know
exists and desires that they pursue him for the reward he wishes to give.

Faith is important to Christians especially because of the greatest reward that God
wishes to give everyone, which is eternal life through his Son. Christians cannot
truly be Christians, cannot be followers of Christ, promised his salvation, without
embracing Christ as God’s Son while believing that Christ rose from the dead. As
Romans 10:9 states, one must confess Jesus as Lord while believing in one’s heart
that God raised him from the dead. Belief in God, faith, defines the Christian.

These salvation fundamentals are the Christian’s essential acts of faith. The
disciples knew Jesus was Lord because of his miracles that they witnessed. The
disciples further knew that God raised Jesus from the dead because they stuck their
hands in the nail and spear wounds of the resurrected Jesus with whom they walked,
talked, and ate. As previously mentioned, when in John 20:29, Jesus noted that
doubting Thomas believed because he had finally seen, Jesus further stated that
blessed are those who have not seen Jesus but still believe. Christians follow Jesus



today on faith, yes on the evidence of the gospels and other records, but primarily
on faith. Faith is thus of critical importance to Christians, including to all
about-to-be, soon-to-be, and future Christians whom Jesus will save.

Now, Christian faith may seem peculiar to others. Return, though, to the fact that
non-Christians have their own non-spiritual form of faith. People have faith in all
manner of unusual things, like winning the lottery, or that their sports teams will
eventually win. The non-spiritual faith of many is just as unusual, indeed far more
unusual, than Christian faith, which by now rests on two millennia of proof as to its
enormous value. Don’t diminish the faith of Christians. Instead, consider the nature
and value of their faith. Join them in faith, and you’ll live forever in God’s paradise
kingdom.


