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WHERE FORGOTTEN SEEDS OF FAITH RECEIVE FRESH WATER
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IN THE U.S.,  
WE ARE IN THE MIDST OF A 
SPIRITUAL REFUGEE CRISIS.

Most Americans believe in God1, but don’t 
believe in the Church, at least their experience 
of it. There is a rapid and continual decline in 
church participation within the U.S.2  Many of 
the problems related to this spiritual refugee 
crisis are caused by the Church and how they 
portray God: 

 » Political ideology and polarization have 
infected the Church. Professing Christians 
acknowledge a faith in Jesus Christ while 
simultaneously supporting inherently vio-
lent, unjust, and hurtful policies. 

 » The Church has become increasingly exclu-
sive, operating more like a business and less 
like a community of faith. Rather than being 
good news for all, many churches identify 
and pursue a “target audience.” Therefore, 

1 https://news.gallup.com/poll/268205/americans-believe-god.aspx
2 https://news.gallup.com/poll/248837/church-membership-down-sharply-past-two-decades.aspx

these churches become havens for prej-
udice, ignorance, and fear toward the 
issues, groups, or lifestyles that aren’t part 
of that church community.

 » The Church has reduced the mysterious and 
wonderful nature of Jesus Christ. Often, on 
their website belief statements, churches 
communicate what is important to them 
with shockingly narrow viewpoints—
essentially communicating, “You can’t 
be a part of this community if you don’t 
agree with us.” There are generations 
of people, spiritual refugees, who have 
found Christianity to be stifling, legalistic, 
and controlling. They are curious about 
Christ, but not the Christ that American 
Christianity is peddling.  
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A COMMON DESIRE: 
In our experiences, most people have faith and want to believe in 

something bigger than themselves. People want to be included and 
safe to explore faith. People want to be free and feel empowered 

to make a difference in the world. 

The name is inspired by 1 Corinthians 3: 6-7, “I planted the 
seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. 
So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but only God, who makes things grow.” Our name 
was coined by one of our partners, Karrie Thomas. We want to 
create a movement community where forgotten seeds of faith 
find new light and where dried up belief receives fresh water. 

We know what it’s like to leave behind toxic beliefs and habits 
and rediscover the refreshing nature of faith in Christ. We also 
know what it’s like to build a healthy, inclusive, and healing 
community around this faith. And we want to help others  
do this!

OUR 
MOVEMENT 
CAN HELP:  
THE SEEDS 
AND WATER 
COLLECTIVE
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WHAT WE DO:
We are developing 3 tiers of engagement:

 » Content | We will curate and create content that provides 
a refreshing and historical take on who Jesus is without the 
baggage that religious folk have attached to Him. 

 » Pathway Experiences | Small cohort Zoom experiences 
led by one or two guides in which the focus of the group is 
warm dialogue, curious questions, and understanding how 
to identify pathways God is creating in your life. The path-
way experiences are the life-changing part of our move-
ment. These are progressive, one cohort experience leading 
into the next. 

 » Micro Church Planting | We all need an actual place 
to settle, a tribe that looks out for another, a community of 
encouragement and inspiration. We dream about building a 
network of micro churches throughout the U.S., sprinkling 
pockets of life-giving community for spiritual refugees.

For the spiritual refugees: 
We are creating a platform of content and a 
pathway of experiences that will spark your 
curiosity and enrich your desire to connect 
with God. Our diverse contributors and 
guides will give you a fresh perspective of 
Christ, free from the baggage that religious 
folk have attached to Him. The content and 
experiences are inviting, refreshing, and 
inclusive. We will give all searchers a place to 
safely reengage faith.

For pastors and church leaders: 
Our pastors and partners have years of expe-
rience in connecting with the spiritual refu-
gees. The participant pathway we guide con-
gregations through involves deep study and 
action around the following concepts: reading 
the signs of God, prayer practices, Sabbath 
rest, wholistic identity, and being with the 
poor in spirit. Through this pathway, we can 
help your Church transform into a welcoming, 
inclusive, and life-changing community.
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ORGANIZATIONAL TIMELINE

OUR PARTNERS AND PRACTITIONERS

Fall/Winter 2020 
 » The Seeds and Water Collective formed 

our Board of Directors, incorporated, 
and received our non-profit status. 

 » Launched our first Beta cohort

Winter/Spring 2021
 » Our partners develop our Organizational 

Strategy and Structure

 » We begin producing our content 
and launch our second Beta cohort 
experiences

 » We begin marketing and recruiting 
participants 

 » Design and launch our website

Kevin Berry Aaron ThomasShala W. Graham
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TESTIMONIALS

When I met Aaron in 2013, I would have 
considered myself an outcast of the American 
Evangelical world. I had gender dysphoria 
and later acted out in ways that will forever 
identify me with the LGBTQ community. The 
first time I attend the church Aaron pastored 
in Maryland, Aaron baptized me. His teaching 
impacted me over the following 18 months. 
Aaron’s willingness to be present in the 
midst of emotional pain, his ability to teach 
an easy-to-apply discipleship model, and his 
genuine concern for me over time, has deeply 
impacted my faith.

I trust Aaron because he is gentle and hum-
ble. I also feel deeply challenged because 
we both know there is always more to 
learn in our walk with Jesus. Regardless 
if someone is a seeker or a lifelong fol-
lower of Jesus, if they want to know Jesus 
more intimately, Aaron is equipped to 
guide that person to walk that path.

MAJ JAMIE HENRY, M.D. 
FORT BRAGG, NCW

It has been a true blessing and joy to have 
Aaron and Karrie Thomas as my cohort lead-
ers and counselors. Right from the start, they 
created a very safe and welcoming environ-
ment for all the participants in which we could 
freely share our hearts without being judged 
or challenged. Many times, after having shared 
at our cohort discussions, I came away with 
having a clear sense of direction, not because 
they pointed out the right answers, but 
through deeper personal reflection and dis-
covery that they coached us to pursue. Over 
the course of the year, I have come to consider 
Aaron and Karrie as my mentors and friends. 

APHI FANCON 
BLACKSBURG, VA
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Aaron Thomas brings much discernment, 
skill and sensitivity to leading people and 
churches amidst the changes of our culture. 
Well versed in reading the cultural shifts, 
gifted in discernment, understanding leader-
ship as mutuality of gifts, I can think of few 
practitioners or thinkers like Aaron, who 
can guide people through the maze of chal-
lenges facing pastors in leading churches 
in today’s post Christendom cultures.

DAVID FITCH 
PROFESSOR NORTHERN SEMINARY 
CHICAGO
Author: Faithful Presence, The Church of Us 
vs. Them, Prodigal Christianity, The End of 
Evangelicalism, and The Great Giveaway

The content of the cohort was amazing but I 
wouldn’t have grown as much without Aaron’s 
guidance. I was going through a very difficult 
time in my life and he helped me process 
my pain, my doubts, my calling. Most of the 
time showing vulnerability and opening up to 
someone is incredibly hard but that wasn’t my 
experience at all with Aaron, he really lis-
tens and that’s not something you find every 
day, he never judged me for my struggles, he 
showed compassion and empathy and always 
knew exactly what to ask when I felt lost. 
He is definitely someone that knows how to 
follow the Spirit’s lead when helping someone.

BRENDA VARELA 
OWNER OF BAJA HOSTEL 
(http://www.bajahostel.com.mx/) 
Marketplace Missional Practitioner 
La Pas, Mexico
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WILL YOU HELP US GET THIS 
MOVEMENT STARTED WITH 

A FINANCIAL GIFT? 

We need funding to create our organizational structure and 
strategy, build our online platform, and pay our content and 

pathway developers. 

We hope you’ll take a look at our Launch Campaign and consider helping us get started: 
https://donate.kindest.com/344244-help-launch-the-seeds-and-water-collective

____ A lump sum gift to contribute to 
our start-up costs of $15,000

One of the following monthly financial 
commitments:

____ $250 a month

____ $150 a month

____ $75 a month 

AND

2021 FUNDING GOALS

Our hope is you will consider:

1 2
$15,000 in financial gifts 
 by December 31, 2020

75 people giving $75/mo  
fully funds our organization 
for 2021

GIVE NOW »

https://donate.kindest.com/344244-help-launch-the-seeds-and-water-collective
https://donate.kindest.com/344244-help-launch-the-seeds-and-water-collective

