
Eastertide Prayer Liturgy
2020

Resources:
Forefront Brooklyn 
Rev. Michael Kurth’s litany in Earth & Altar
Common Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals by Shane Claiborne, Jonathan Wilson-
Hartgrove, et al.

Eastertide Address: 
O Lord, let my soul rise up to meet you as the day rises to meet the sun. 

Glory to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever, amen.

Lord, you have risen! We praise you. We worship you. We give thanks to you, Alleluia! 

Apostles’ Creed (join leader in reading)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
and born of the Virgin Mary; 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended to the dead; 
on the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen.

Read Psalm 91:1-2, We who dwell in the shelter of the most High, abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty. We shall say to the Lord, you are my refuge and my stronghold, 
our God in whom we put our trust. 

Prayers for Your Family and People You Know - bring their names into the presence 
of God. 

https://earthandaltarmag.com/posts/a-litany-amidst-the-covid-19-outbreak


Contemplation (silently sitting with Jesus Christ) - close your eyes, imagine Jesus 
entering your space and sitting next to you. 

Prayer to the Crucified Christ (join me in reading)
Lord Jesus, you stretched out your arms of love upon the hard wood of the cross that 
everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your 
Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to 
the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your name.
Amen.

Special Reading:
John Chrysostom, a fourth-century bishop and preacher in Constantinople, asked, “Do 
you see how the devil is defeated by the very weapons of his prior victory? The devil 
had vanquished Adam by means of a tree. Christ vanquished the devil by means of the 
tree of the Cross. The tree sent Adam to hell. The tree of the Cross brought him back 
from there. The tree revealed Adam in his weakness, laying prostrate, naked and low. 
The tree of the Cross manifested to all the world the victorious Christ, naked and nailed 
on high. Adam’s death sentence passed on to all who came after him. Christ’s death 
gave life to all his children.”

Prayers for the Pandemic
Most merciful God, Holy Trinity, 
our healer, our rock, our refuge;
We come to you with open hearts and hands,
Lifting up those whose lives are most at stake,
Knowing that we are only as strong
As the weakest among us.

For those who are sick: help them recover in good health and restore them in body, 
mind and spirit. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, hear our prayer.

For the elderly, those with underlying illnesses, those without health insurance and sick 
leave: keep them healthy and free from all sickness.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, hear our prayer.

For those who are forcibly contained in unsanitary jails and detention centers: protect 
them from all sickness and provide for their needs. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, hear our prayer.

For all hospitals, doctors, nurses, and first responders: protect them from all sickness, 
relieve all stress, and provide them the resources to meet everyone’s needs. 



Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, hear our prayer.

For those experiencing financial loss and uncertainty of resources: alleviate any fears 
and provide for them daily bread and wage.  

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, hear our prayer.

For those for whom “home” is not a safe place, and for those without a home: protect 
them from harm and provide for them a safe home. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, hear our prayer.

For all parents: build in them strength and fortitude, and give them the words and 
witness to be wise counselors and compassionate caregivers. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, hear our prayer.

Stir up in us a spirit of compassion and tenacity; move us to check in with loved ones. 
Amen.

Ease our fear and anxiety, that we may share our resources rather than hoard them.
Amen.

Inspire us and all who gather to worship around the world to be beacons of your love 
and hope. Amen.  
 
Closing Scripture - Matthew 28: 1-10 (The Resurrection of Jesus)
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to look at the tomb.
There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, 
going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, 
and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook 
and became like dead men.
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for 
Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see 
the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the 
dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told 
you.”
So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped 
his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

Confession of the Mystery (join leader in reading)
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.



Christ will come again.


