
SUNDAY LITURGY | MAY 22ND

| OPENING PRAYER |
God, we remember with wonder and joy
that your spirit is reaching everywhere:
rejoicing in the liveliness of all living things;
touching what is wounded or ill with healing power;
gathering in the lonely, the lost, the least;
soothing ancient animosities;
creating and recreating a vision of hope.

Come now, Holy Spirit.
Let our worship rejoice in you,
and lift our hearts,
and bind us in one family of loving grace.
We ask in Jesus’ name; Amen.

| PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE |
Spirit, who gently guides and comforts us,
may we listen and follow you.
May we embrace life and live fully, faithfully.
As we seek to live faithfully may our work
be not for mindless toil or selfish gain,
but may we steward well what has been entrusted to us.
Teach us to listen patiently,
and silence our tongues when necessary.
May we have the courage to ask for help
and to be honest about our doubt and unbelief.
May we be bold enough to share our stories,
and wise enough to listen to the stories of others. Amen.

| ACTS 16:9-15 |
That night Paul had a vision: A man from Macedonia in northern Greece was standing there, pleading
with him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us!” So we decided to leave for Macedonia at once,
having concluded that God was calling us to preach the Good News there.

We boarded a boat at Troas and sailed straight across to the island of Samothrace, and the next day
we landed at Neapolis. From there we reached Philippi, a major city of that district of Macedonia and a
Roman colony. And we stayed there several days.

On the Sabbath we went a little way outside the city to a riverbank, where we thought people would be
meeting for prayer, and we sat down to speak with some women who had gathered there. One of them
was Lydia from Thyatira, a merchant of expensive purple cloth, who worshiped God. As she listened to
us, the Lord opened her heart, and she accepted what Paul was saying. She and her household were
baptized, and she asked us to be her guests. “If you agree that I am a true believer in the Lord,” she
said, “come and stay at my home.” And she urged us until we agreed.



| JOHN 14:23-29 |
Jesus replied, “All who love me will do what I say. My Father will love them, and we will come and make
our home with each of them. Anyone who doesn’t love me will not obey me. And remember, my words
are not my own. What I am telling you is from the Father who sent me. I am telling you these things
now while I am still with you. But when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative—that is,
the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I have told you.

“I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot
give. So don’t be troubled or afraid. Remember what I told you: I am going away, but I will come back to
you again. If you really loved me, you would be happy that I am going to the Father, who is greater than
I am. I have told you these things before they happen so that when they do happen, you will believe.

| WORSHIP SONG |
The Porter's Gate - Illuminate the Shadows (with a prayer from Ekemini Uwan)

| CLOSING BLESSING |
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you: wherever he may send you;
may he guide you through the wilderness: protect you through the storm;
may he bring you home rejoicing: at the wonders he has shown you;
may he bring you home rejoicing: once again  into our doors.
Peace be with you all. And also with you.

Opening Prayer from ‘The World is Our Home’, written by John A. Nelson. Scripture quotations from the New Living Translation (NLT). Closing Blessing from
‘Common Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals’ by Shane Claiborne & Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WrvAjQvvvaA

