
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST WESLEYAN REOPENING PROTOCOLS 
Updated 10/21/2020 



The Staff and Elders of First Wesleyan Church are monitoring this situation very closely and are 
following state and local health authorities for guidance. 

 
Based upon current conditions, we are implementing the following protocols for our staff and 
attendees to limit exposure and the potential risk of illness or infection as we begin reopening our 
facility for public worship gatherings. We do not know how long these protocols will need to be in 
effect, but the likelihood is several weeks to several months. These guidelines are subject to change 
and may be overridden by instructions from local or state authorities. 

 
 
GENERAL PRECAUTIONS 
 

● We will continue to offer an online worship experience with our partners at C4 
Church for those who are vulnerable and will encourage the use of this platform 
for anyone who may be ill 

● Signs will be posted to remind everyone in the facility to practice social distancing. These 
signs will be in bright colors and posted in multiple areas of the facility 

● Markings will be placed on the floor anywhere a line may form (eg. bathrooms) 

● During the initial phase of reopening, FWC will not be offering children’s ministry.  Until 
Children's Ministry reopens, children will participate in the main worship gathering with 
their families. 

●  To attend a worship gathering you are agreeing that you, the attendee, have not tested 
positive for COVID-19 in the last 14 days and have not been in contact with anyone who has 
tested positive for COVID-19 

● Face masks are encouraged. For anyone who wears one, including staff, volunteers, and 
attendees, we ask that you wear and use the face mask properly, FWC will provide 
masks for those who need them. We want people to feel welcomed and respected if 
they choose to wear a mask. A face mask should: 

○ Be secured with ties or ear loops 
○ Be N95 rated and/or include multiple layers of cloth 
○ Allow for breathing without restriction 
○ Not be placed on anyone who has trouble breathing, is unconscious, or 

incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance 
● Signs will be posted on the bathroom to limit only 2 individuals at a time to ensure 

adequate space, time for handwashing, and to prevent unintentional congregating 
● Seating in the auditorium will be arranged in such a way that supports social distancing of 6 

feet apart 
● Main doors will be propped open to avoid contact with door handles and to increase air 

circulation 
● We will not pass any offering baskets, but will place offering boxes at the exits of the 



auditorium 

● Volunteers will still serve at the Welcome Table, but will be required to wear masks 
● As a reminder, good hygiene and proper handwashing are crucially important. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANING AND DISINFECTING 

 
● Hand sanitizer (≥60% alcohol) will be provided and accessible throughout the facility. A 

procedure for systematically checking availability will be put in place. Staff will be 
responsible for monitoring this. 

● Our facility will continue to be cleaned on a weekly basis 
● Soap and paper towels will be readily available at all sinks in the facility at all times 
● Disinfecting wipes and/or sprays that are EPA approved against SARS-COV-2 will be 

available to disinfect high touch surfaces and shared equipment (door hands, tables, 
keyboards, etc.) after every worship gathering. A schedule and documentation sheet will be 
created to track and ensure cleaning is completed. Staff are responsible for monitoring this. 

● Children will be supported to wash their hands or adequately apply hand sanitizer upon 
arrival and after using the bathroom. 

 
 

PREVENTION 
 

● We will only be using the Main Entrance, the center doors to the church to minimize contact 
with surfaces. 

● We will be taking everyone's temperature with a contact free thermometer prior to entering 
the building. If you have a temperature over 100.4° you will be asked not to attend the 
service. 

● We will have masks available for anyone that would like one. Mask are encouraged, especially 
if you are in the "high risk" category. 

● If a staff member, volunteer, or attendee becomes ill or develops symptoms, they will leave 
the facility immediately. Refer to the bulleted list below for symptoms. 

● Before each weekend, all staff and volunteers will be screened. They will be asked: 
○ In the last 14 days have you been sick with any of the following symptoms? 

■ Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
■ Fever 
■ Chills 
■ Muscle pain 
■ Sore throat 
■ New loss of taste or smell 

o In the last 14 days, have you come into contact with anyone who has tested positive for  
COVID-19? 



Persons who answer “yes” to any of the above questions will not be allowed to serve or attend any 
worship gatherings until they can answer “no” to all questions. 

 
 

ACTION PLAN IF AN ATTENDEE IS SUSPECTED OR CONFIRMED TO 
HAVE COVID-19 INFECTION 

In most cases, FWC will not need to shut down the facility. If it has been less than 7 days since the 
sick attendee has been in the facility, we will close off any areas used for prolonged periods of time 
by the sick person: 

● Wait 24 hours before cleaning and disinfecting to minimize potential for other individuals 
being exposed to respiratory droplets. If waiting 24 hours is not feasible, wait as long as 
possible. 

● During this waiting period, we will open outside doors and windows to increase air 
circulation in these areas. 

 
If it has been 7 days or more since the sick attendee/individual used the facility, additional cleaning 
and disinfection is not necessary. We will continue routinely cleaning and disinfecting all high-touch 
surfaces in the facility. 

 
FWC will follow the CDC cleaning and disinfection recommendations: 

 
● Clean dirty surfaces with soap and water before disinfecting them. 
● To disinfect surfaces, use products that meet EPA criteria and are appropriate for the surface. 
● Always wear gloves and gowns appropriate for the chemicals being used when you are 

cleaning and disinfecting. 

● You may need to wear additional PPE depending on the setting and disinfectant product 
you are using. For each product you use, consult and follow the manufacturer’s 

instructions for use. 
 

Determine which attendees may have been exposed to the virus and may need to take additional 
precautions: 

 
● Inform attendees of their possible exposure to COVID-19 but maintain confidentiality as 

required by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
● FWC will follow the Public Health Recommendations for Community-Related Exposure 

and instruct potentially exposed attendees to stay home for 14 days, attend church 
online, and self-monitor for symptoms. 

 

 



RETURNING 
 

● If a staff, volunteer, or attendee are tested and found to be positive for COVID-19, they 
will follow instructions given by their physician or health department and will notify 
FWC staff. 

● Staff, volunteers, or attendees may return to the facility when they can answer YES to all 3 of 
the 
 following questions: 
o Has it been at least 10 days since you first had symptoms? 
o Has it been at least 3 days since you've had a fever (without using fever reducing 

medicine)? 
o Has it been at least 3 days since your symptoms have improved, including cough and 

shortness of breath? 
● If a staff member, volunteer, or attendee has a negative test, they can return to the facility 

once they have no fever without fever reducing medicines and have felt well for at least 24 
hours and are cleared by their healthcare provider. 

 
 

Thank you for keeping our church family safe and healthy! 
 


