
2225+ Campers and Adult Sponsors attended 
one or more of our 14 summer camp sessions.   

 

We rejoice over: 
·  36 Baptisms at MBC plus 
numerous baptisms when 
campers returned home to their 
church families. 

· 94 Rededications, and 
· 26 Commitments to Christian Service       
 

MBC hosted 7 Camp Sponsored events, 
including a new favorite, Bull Frogs & 
Butterflies especially for 1st – 2nd Graders. 

Twenty groups used the camp grounds for 
individual retreats.  MBC provided food 
service for most of these events which 
included Family Camps, Marriage Retreats, 
Leadership Training, and college classes. 
 
9 Churches and groups plus multiple 
individuals came at various times during the 
year participating in work days assisting with 
special projects.  

Summer 2022 our Theme is “All In”, a 
character study of the Apostle Peter.  
Summer 2023 we will follow up with an in-
depth study of 1 Peter. 
 
Online registration is open for the 2022 
Respond Worship Teams Retreat, Spring Jr. 
Bash, Bullfrogs and Butterflies, as well as all 
Summer camp sessions.   
 
We added two new options: 

1. pay with an eCheck and  
2. a summer tuition payment plan.   
 

We hope each of these elements enhances 
the registration process. For complete event 
and summer camp details, and/or online 
registration go to   
 

www.maranathabiblecamp.org 

2021 has been a year full of blessings and adventures  
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Hellos and Goodbyes   
Don Morgan our Facility Supervisor retired at the 
end of the summer.  We appreciate all that Don, 
Teresa, and Dale (Don’s dad) did to enhance the 
ministry of the camp.  They have made an impact on 
the camp that will be felt into eternity. 
 
In March Collin Brooks joined the team picking up the mantel from 
Don and Dale.  We were purposeful in creating time for Collin to work 
with Don and Dale to make a more seamless transition in this vital 
role.  You may remember Collin from previous summers when he 
served and helped lead the recreation team. 

Mar-a-nath-a 
 

\mar uh nath uh\  noun 
1. Derived from two Aramean 

w o r d s ,  M a r a n ’ a t ha , 
meaning, “our Lord comes,” 
or is “coming” 

2. (common use) Greeting 
among believers; an 
expression of joyous 
anticipation for the soon 
return of Christ in the 
clouds as He returns for 
His church. 

 

Our mission 
Challenge everyone, especially 

children and youth, to know 
Christ and Mature in Him. 

 

Our passion 
Facilitating life change  
through quality  camps,  

retreats  and experiential 
learning opportunities. 

 

Our core values 
Motivated by the Scriptures 

Memorable Experiences 
Mentoring Relationships 
Mutual Church Support 

 



A designated gift from a friend of the camp 
provided funds for Austin to make repairs and 
improvements on the fort playground.  Our 
younger campers are especially grateful for this 
investment.   
 
In addition to the work on the Worship Center, 
with the help of volunteers, we completed much-
needed updates in the MPB.  We created a family 
bathroom and remodeled the existing men’s and 
women’s restrooms.  The ceiling of the fireplace 
room and kitchen were retextured, and new 
dimmable LED lights were installed.  A section of 
sidewalk connecting the worship center and first 
aid station was poured. 
 
We installed a wall mounted 
television in the MPB fireplace 
room.  It is connected to the 
worship center.  During the 
summer we were able to 
broadcast main sessions in this 
space.  This is a blessing to 
campers with sensory issues who struggle with 
the lights and sound levels in the main room.  It 
also provides a place for parents of restless 
babies and toddlers to meet their children’s needs 
without missing out on the worship experience.   
One member church shared with us their 
intention to “adopt” the retreat center.  They are 

planning an annual spring trip to do updates, minor 
repairs and improvements to this building.  We love 
the mutual partnership with have with our churches.  
We invest in them, they invest in the camp and 
together we flourish even more than we would 
independently. 
 
Repairs and preventative 
maintenance of the road and 
parking is on our minds as 
well.  We filled/sealed cracks 
on the center circle portion of 
the road.  Spring ’22 we want to insert a drain to 
relieve sogginess on the northwest corner of the 
retreat center parking lot then lay a fresh coat of 
asphalt seal over both areas.  This is a big project.  If 
you have expertise in this area we would love to have 
you come along side and help make this a great 
success. 
 
This project was made possible by a donation of 
materials, use of equipment to perform this work and 
a financial gift to cover the cost of the seal.  In the 
next 2 - 3 years we plan to have a new layer of asphalt 
professionally applied to these areas. 
 
Taking advantage of this unusually warm December 
the original chip seal entrance road is being patched 
and a new layer of chip seal applied.  This covers the 
WW Highway entrance - the memorial garden/new 
pool where the center circle asphalt begins.     
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Volunteers are Making Big Impacts on the Entire Camp! 

This spring volunteers accomplished an amazing amount of work.  They did a 
fantastic job framing and finishing the breezeway and basement doorways, 
carpeting the loft, installing the plumbing for the basement canteen, wrapping 
up some HVAC and landscaping the front worship center.  
 

This fall volunteers worked on the south end of the building doing additional landscaping, roofing the 
pergola and clearing in preparation for the installation of a sidewalk to connect the front of the building to 
the walk-out basement entrance at the back of the building.  This will provide greater access to the 
basement.   A gift from one of our churches will provide the funds for this  project.  We want to install this 
section of sidewalk in the Spring of 2022. 
      
In January 2022 a member church is planning an overnight mission work trip.  One of the many things they plan to do is lay carpet 
in the WC basement classrooms.  We are grateful to have this done prior to the Respond Worship Teams Retreat.  The carpet 
will help with acoustics make the classrooms feel more inviting. 
 
We want to build a series of decks on the back (east side) of the building, clear undergrowth around the 
shelters, and do additional landscaping.  We can already imagine individuals, campers and small groups 
using this space for devotions, to enjoy the sunrise, meet and hang out during their canteen and recreation 
times.  Completion of this work essentially wraps up the Worship Center portion of our Make-it-Better 
Campaign. This summer we will announce exciting updates regarding the next phase of MIB emphasis.   



Additions to the family. 
We share Austin & Keilah 
King’s joy over the birth of their 
son Oakley Dale in late 
September.  Austin is MBC’s 
Program Coordinator.  
 

Just a few weeks later in mid-
October we welcomed Rachel & 
Brent Baker’s newest son 
Malachi.  Rachel serves as our 
Hospitality Team Leader and 
Brent helps part-time with sound and lighting 
during summer camp and s special events.  
 
Numerous friends from our member churches also 
welcomed new additions this year.   There will be 
no shortage of playmates for Oakley and Malachi.  
We are blessed to be a part of all their lives. 
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In September we paused and took time for our own 
retreat.  We purposefully evaluated the current 
state of the camp.  We asked ourselves, What is 
great that we can amplify; What is improving that 
we can make it better; What is confusing that we 
can define and What is missing that we need to 
create?    
 
We identified projects and prioritized them for 
completion in the next calendar year, in two years 
or in the next 3-4 years.  We believe these 
improvements will create a big impact on 
programming, provide an improved guest 
experience and help staff function even more 

efficiently.  
 
During our retreat 
Austin shared his 
vision for this area of 
the southwest 
property.  A new low 
ropes course, funded 

by a special gift from one of our churches.  He 
shared how the ropes course is much more than 
just a fun activity.  It is an outdoor classroom 
providing for unique experiences, challenges, team 
building and teaching.   
 
Austin is planning 6-8 elements ready for use 
summer 2022.  He will add additional elements and 
change things up from year to year to keep it fresh.   

Collin will be working on updates to the dorm bathrooms.  He is 
working on a design to put actual doors on the changing area of the 
showers.  These doors will replace the curtains that currently cover 
these spaces.  We know everyone will appreciate the increased privacy.  
He will be installing new floor mats that will be more pleasant to stand 
on and allow water to drain better.  Finally, he has a plan for new floor 
drain covers.  We anticipate this will decrease summer time flooding of 
the girl’s restrooms.  (Hair - enough said) 
 
We are creating an 18-hole public park quality disc 
golf course on the southwest property.  This is being 
funded through sponsorships of the individual holes.  
We have and will continue to reach out to some of the 
camp’s vendors.  We are encouraged by several 
positive responses.    
 
If your group or business would like to sponsor a hole that includes a 
sign with your logo or brief message, we would love to talk to you. 
 
We experienced a few leaks on the original the Multipurpose Building 
which have been patched.  We are currently are leak free.  This roof is 
getting close to being 15 years old.   
 
We set aside funds for the installation of a metal roof to match the 
new Worship Center.  We had a positive experience with the roofer 
who put the metal roof on our Retreat Center a few years ago.  He has 
us on his schedule for spring 2022. 
 
The final major project of 2022 is to gut the current retreat center 
kitchen,  expand it into the adjacent storage room and create a 
commercial kitchen for food service.  Our tentative time frame for this 
project is July.  Summer camp will be in full swing and this space will 
not be as heavily used.  We plan to repurpose many of the current 
kitchen elements into a galley kitchen in the retreat center basement.   

MBC Staff and Director’s Retreat 

Fall Regional Meetings 
In October we held a series of three 
regionals meetings: one on the MBC 
Campus, one at Northside Christian in 
Springfield and the final one at College 
Heights Christian in Joplin.   
 
Our goal is to “Bring the Meeting” to you.  
These in person meetings provide time to fellowship over a meal, 
provide detailed updates about the ministry of MBC, and conduct 
official camp business.   
 
This year member churches approved minor clarifications to the bylaws 
and approved Joe Neill, Jacob Haught, and Kevin Klein to serve a new 
three year term on our board of directors.  We will hold similar series of 
meetings in fall of 2022.   
 

The 2022 Regional Meeting dates and locations  
will be announced in the spring of the new year. 



Our team would love an invitation to visit with your church family 
to share a detailed report on all that  

God is doing through the ministry of MBC. 
 

Contact Penny @ (417) 606-0148  or maranathapenny@gmail.com  
to schedule a visit. 

Maranatha Bible Camp 
18131 Highway WW 
Everton, MO 65646 

Isaac Schade | WORSHIP PASTOR  
w/ OCC Frontline Collective  

Jay St. Clair | WEEKEND PASTOR  

How you can have maximin impact on the ministry of Maranatha Bible Camp: 
 
Pray for 
· The MBC leadership team 

· The MBC Board of Directors 
· Penny Cox, General Manager 
· Austin King, Program Coordinator 
· Collin Brooks, Facility Supervisor 

· The summer staff team currently being recruited and finalized 
· Our Summer Camp and Event Volunteer Deans as they work to create 

memorable experiences that enlighten scriptural truths and bring people 
closer to Christ and each other. 

Participate by bringing a group to a 
· Retreat Season event, Respond, Jr. Bash, Bullfrogs and Butterflies, Family 

Camp, 
· Summer camp sessions. 
· Having your individual church retreat, conference or training at MBC 
Provide through 
· Volunteering your labor and skills for general maintenance, cleaning and 

special project work, 
· Use of heavy equipment such as a backhoe, bulldozer, skid steer  
· Giving an end of the year financial gift and/or become a regular giver. 


