
Newman Congregational Church, UCC 
 “No matter who you are, Or where you are on life’s journey … You’re welcome here!” 

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ 
newmanucc.org 

 
                                      

   
 
 
  
  
 

 
MORNING WORSHIP 

OCTOBER 17, 2021 
10AM 

 
 
 

  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

We are an inclusive Christian community dedicated to living Jesus’ message of love, peace and justice  
through joyful worship, compassionate service, radical hospitality and responsible stewardship.

Cover Image: Lament of a Gift by Hannah Garrity (digital painting)  

 



PRELUDE                                                  Little Dance in F               Franz Joseph Haydn (1732-1809) 
                                                                           Two Ecossaises                         Franz Schubert (1797-1828) 
 
WELCOME  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP – responsive 
One:  Can you imagine unfettered love? 
 Free and bold, wild and true, the kind of love that changes you? 
 Can you imagine a home — safe and bright, 
 With impromptu dancing, meals around table, and laughter late into the night? 
 Can you imagine faith like a compass 
 That guides the way you shop and vote, the way you love and hope; 
 That asks questions and yet still believes, even despite uncertainty? 
 Can you imagine a world where trees, bees, and all living things  
  grow wild and free? 
 Where peace is the narrative and hope the currency? 
 A world where news stories are testimonies and funerals are far between? 
 Can you imagine? 
All: Yes, we can imagine. 
One: Today in worship, dare to dream. Dare to imagine what could be. 
 And pay attention, for God is here, in wandering thoughts, hopes, and prayers. 
All: Let us worship holy God, that great unfettered love. 
 
OPENING PRAYER OF CONFESSION – responsive 
One: God of Grace, 
 You invite us to dream of a better world. 
All: But instead we bury our heads in the sand. 
 We are afraid to recognize how much must change. 
 We are afraid, because if we know the truth,  
  then don’t we have a job to do? 
One: So instead, more often than not, we maintain the status quo. 
All: We passively allow things to stay the same. 
One: We don’t speak out: we don’t imagine a new day. 
All: We don’t dream of a world without racism, sexism, bigotry, or shame. 
One: Instead we allow ourselves to believe that some things will never change. 
All: Forgive us. Show us the way. Teach us to dream. 
One: Teach us to imagine again. 
All: Humbly we pray. Amen. 
 
HYMN                                               We Will Take What You Offer                                     SPP#182 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
     
 
 



SCRIPTURE                                                                                            New Revised Standard Version                                    
Leviticus 19: 9-10; 25: 8-12 

When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of your field, or gather 
the gleanings of your harvest. You shall not strip your vineyard bare, or gather the fallen grapes of 
your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the alien: I am the LORD your God. 
 

You shall count off seven weeks of years, seven times seven years, so that the period of seven weeks 
of years gives forty-nine years. Then you shall have the trumpet sounded loud; on the tenth day of 
the seventh month—on the day of atonement—you shall have the trumpet sounded throughout 
all your land. And you shall hallow the fiftieth year and you shall proclaim liberty throughout the 
land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you: you shall return, every one of you, to your 
property and every one of you to your family. That fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you: you shall 
not sow, or reap the aftergrowth, or harvest the unpruned vines. For it is a jubilee; it shall be holy 
to you: you shall eat only what the field itself produces. 

 
Mark 12: 38-44 

As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be 
greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places 
of honor at banquets! They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. 
They will receive the greater condemnation.” 
 

He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. 
Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which 
are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow 
has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have 
contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all 
she had to live on.” 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Holy God, 
 We want to see what you see. 
 We want to see what you see, 
 But we stumble through roadblocks of bias and narrow perspective, 
 Fear and limited information. 
 We are too small to imagine the type of love and beauty you can sow. 
 So in this moment, we ask that you would clear the roadblocks that keep  

us from you. 
 Blow the dust out of our ears. 
 Thaw out the frozen parts of our hearts. 
 Tell the logical arguments we form about what will and will not work  
  to take a backseat. 
 And as you do, breathe fresh air into our lungs and fill our minds with  

endless possibilities. 
We want to see what you see. 

 We want to reimagine this life we’re living. 
 Clear away the roadblocks.  

Amen. 



SERMON      
 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE 
 
OFFERINGS OF THE PEOPLE 

Contributions may be mailed to Newman UCC at PO Box 4764, Rumford, RI 02916 
 or made online at newmanucc.org/give 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 

For communion, you may use something ordinary; a bread, or a cracker, and something to drink. 
 

ANTHEM                                                   We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky                                   Robert Lowry  
(1826-1899) 

 
LORD’S PRAYER – in unison (using “Debts” and “Debtors”)                                     
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen                                                                                                        
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – in unison 

We believe in God the Creator, 
  who, like a painter with a canvas, 
  imagined creation and breathed it into being. 
 We believe in Jesus, who many years later, 
  walked this hurting world and showed us a new way to love.  
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  who prods us and pulls us, 
  leads us and guides us, 
  carries us and loves us into new life, day after day. 
 And we believe in the power of imagination, 
  a gift from God that allows us to dream dreams, 
  create anew, start over, try again, and live lives of hope. 
 So in response, together, as God’s church, 
 We dare to dream. 
 We strive to love. 
 We try to imagine a new day. 
 And we walk together, 
 All with God’s help. Amen. 
  
HYMN                                       God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending                                  NCH#565    
 
BENEDICTION  

http://newmanucc.org/give


 
POSTLUDE                                                                   Allegro in B flat                         Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  

(1756-1795) 
**Music is either in the public domain, used with permission of the composer or reprinted with permission under 
OneLicense.net – License #A-723917.  All rights reserved. 
 

FLOWERS 
It is has become our custom to deliver the weekly flowers to the sick, grieving or celebrating in our community. If you 
are interested in sponsoring a week please click the “flower” link in the “1643” weekly newsletter or contact Michelle 
White in the Church Office. 
 
 

WORSHIP TEAM 
Pastor Timoth Sylvia, Senior Minister 

Geoff Greene, Minister of Music 
Barbara Youmans, Alto 

Jonne Gomes, Bass  
Christy Wynveen, Minister for Faith Formation 

Lois Carlson, lay reader 
 
 

THIS WEEK 

• Coffee & Conversation Hybrid* – today, Oct. 24 @ 11am 

• Bread of Life Food Pantry – Tuesday, Oct. 26 from 5-7pm 

• Needles & Hooks Meeting via Zoom – Wednesday, Oct. 27 from 2:30-4:30pm 

• Faith Based Discussion Group Zoom Meeting – Friday, Oct. 29 @ 9:30am 

• Church School Hybrid* in the garden & zoom– next Sunday, Oct. 31 at 9am 

• Outdoor Worship Hybrid* in the pine grove – next Sunday, Oct. 31 at 10am 

*Hybrid = via Zoom or Live Streamed/YouTube (worship) + in-person 

Note: Outdoor worship and in-person programs are weather permitting.  In the case of inclement 

weather worship will be live streamed on Facebook/YouTube and programs will be via Zoom. 

 

Pastor Timoth will be on vacation from Monday, October 25 – Sunday, October 31, 2021. During 
this time the following are available if needed: 
 
Moderator, Patt Bowman can be reached at 401-487-8562 
Newman UCC’s Care Team can be reached at (direct confidential line) 401-434-4742 X3 
For pastoral emergencies, Rev. Bill Sterrett can be reached at 401-787-8828 
 
Michelle White, Church Office Manager can be reached at 401-434-4742 X10 or 
newmanucc1643@gmail.com 

 

mailto:newmanucc1643@gmail.com

