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MISSION STATEMENT 
We are an inclusive Christian community dedicated to living Jesus’ message of love, peace and justice through 

joyful worship, compassionate service, radical hospitality and responsible stewardship. 



PRELUDE                                            Largo from Xerxes                         George Frideric Handel  
(1685-1759) 

 
WELCOME  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP – responsive                                                                     
One:  We are the church that lives into God’s future today. 
Many: A church united across space and time. 
One:  A church of many races, language, and ethnicities. 
Many: A church that lives by the work of God in Christ 
  that was, is now, and is still to come. 
One:  The one who is seated on the throne says to us: 
  “See, I am making all things new!” 
Many: A new heaven and a new earth, 
  where the home of God is among God’s people. 
One:  God’s future is epic, and it’s good news. 
Many: Remember God’s future, for this is our story! 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION – in unison 
O God, You who are always doing a new thing, 
we confess that we sometimes close windows 
against the fresh air of new ideas, 
against the noise of other people’s worries, 
against the winds of change. 
 

God of every place and time, 
we confess that we often draw the curtains 
against people who are different, 
against world news or community concerns. 
 

Forgive us our insulation in our locked homes, 
our shuttered churches, 
the security systems on our hearts. 
Open up our lives, 
and let your Spirit blow through. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 
HYMN                                             O Holy City, Seen of John                                NCH #613 
      

O holy city, seen of John, where Christ, the Lamb, does reign, 
within whose four-square walls shall come no night, nor need, nor pain, 

And where the tears are wiped from eyes that shall not weep again. 
 



O shame to us who rest content while lust and greed for gain 
in street and shop and tenement wring gold from human pain, 
And bitter lips in deep despair cry, “Christ has died in vain!” 

 

Give us, O God, the strength to build the city that has stayed 
too long a dream, whose laws are love, whose ways are you own ways, 

And where the sun that blazes is your grace for all our days. 
 

Already in the mind of God that city is prepared: 
oh, how its splendor challenges the souls that greatly dare, 
Yes, bid us seize the whole of life and build its glory there. 

 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
SCRIPTURE                                        Revelation 21:1-6                                                     NRSVue 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, 
 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them and be their God; 
 

he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.” 
 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he 
said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is 
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give 
water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. 
 
SERMON                                             “Heaven and Hell”                            Rev. James D. Ross II 

HYMN                                     God, Creation Sings Your Praises                   Tune: NCH#565 
God, creation sings your praises; mountains echo from afar. 

All your blessings here amaze us; hills rejoice how great you are! 
In the whole of your creation, in each sea and wood and glade, 
We are called to have dominion over all that you have made. 

 

We've ignored your wise instruction to take care of what you give. 
For our greed has caused destruction and your world cries out to live. 

Though you've given us your bounty by your kind and loving hand, 
In the search for power and money, we've abused sea, sky and land. 

 



Lord, you give creation limits so creation will be blessed. 
You set planets in their orbits; you give days for Sabbath rest. 

You make fruit not for consuming, things to stay where they are found, 
And with great disaster looming — fuel to keep within the ground. 

 

Still, your limits aren't to crush us, or to stifle or devour. 
Sun and tide and wind refresh us, giving light and warmth and power. 

You give new imagination, love to heal our neighbors' pain, 
Lives to build up your creation till the earth is whole again. 

 

God, you give to us a vision of this world we're called to seek, 
Where creation joins in singing, where the strong protect the weak, 

Where your people serve each other, wanting only what is best. 
May we work with one another till creation so is blessed. 

by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 
 
CALL TO OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
COMMUNION 
 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

As is our custom, we hold the bread, then cup, and partake together upon invitation by the Minister. 
 
ANTHEM                          Hallelujah! Amen! From Judas Maccabeus                        G. F. Handel 
 
RECEIVING NEW MEMBERS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Prayer Requests may be submitted online at newmanucc.org/prayers 
 
LORD’S PRAYER – in unison (using “Debts” and “Debtors”)                                       
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen                                                                                                        
 
HYMN                                                I Want to Be Ready                     NCH #616 
 

                 <Refrain>                                  I want to be ready,  
I want to be ready, 
I want to be ready 

 to walk in Jerusalem just like John. 

http://newmanucc.org/prayers


 
Oh, John, oh John, what do you say? 

walk in Jerusalem just like John. 
That I’ll be there at the coming day, 

walk in Jerusalem just like John. 
<Refrain> 

 

When Martha spoke the Savior’s name, 
walk in Jerusalem just like John. 

She knew she’d never be the same, 
walk in Jerusalem just like John. 

<Refrain> 
 

When Peter was preaching at Pentecost, 
walk in Jerusalem just like John. 

He was endowed with the Holy Ghost, 
walk in Jerusalem just like John. 

<Refrain> 
 

When Mary asked Jesus to “come and see, “ 
walk in Jerusalem just like John. 
Her faith gave Lazarus victory. 

walk in Jerusalem just like John. 
<Refrain> 

 

John said the city was just four-square, 
walk in Jerusalem just like John. 

And he declared he’d meet me there, 
walk in Jerusalem just like John. 

<Refrain> 
 
BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE                                           Bell Symphony                       Henry Purcell (1659-1695) 
*Music is either in the public domain, used with permission of the composer or reprinted with permission 
under OneLicense.net – License #A-723917.  All rights reserved. Cover Photo: Newman UCC at Sunset 
2021 by Helen Bodell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
FLOWERS 

It has become our custom to deliver the weekly flowers to the sick, grieving or celebrating in our community.  
If you are interested in sponsoring a week, please click the “flower” link in the “1643” weekly newsletter or 
contact Michelle White in the Church Office. 
 
 

 
WORSHIP TEAM 

Rev. Timoth Sylvia ~ Senior Minister 
Rev. James D. Ross II ~ Guest Preacher 

Geoff Greene ~ Minister of Music 
Krista Wilhelmsen ~ Guest Soprano Section Leader 

Barbara Youmans ~ Alto Section Leader 
Matt Kleyla - Guest Tenor Section Leader  

Jonne Gomes ~ Bass Section Leader 
Christy Wynveen ~ Minister for Faith Formation 

Tom Lima ~ Audio Visual Specialist 
George Peters ~ Lay Reader  

 
 
 
ON THE CALENDAR 

• Board of Missions’ Zoom Meeting – today, May 15 @ 1pm 

• Racial Equity Team Zoom Meeting – today, May 15 @ 6:30pm 

• Middle School Youth Group Zoom Meeting – Monday, May 16 from 5:30-7pm 

• Racial Justice Book Discussion via Zoom – Monday, May 16 @ 7pm 

• Staff Lunch Meeting – Tuesday, May 17 @ 11:45am 

• Council / Trustees Zoom Meeting – Tuesday, May 17 @ 7pm 

• Thriving Congregations Zoom Meeting – Wednesday, May 18 @ 7pm 

• Food Bank Delivery – Thursday, May 19 from 8:30am-10:30am 

• Ponder on the Path @ Caratunk Nature Preserve – Thursday, May 19 @ 9:30am 

• Choir Rehearsal – Thursday, May 19 @ 7:30pm 

• Friday Morning Discussion Group via Zoom – Friday, May 20 @ 9:30am 

• Inter-generational Environmental Justice Bible Study via Zoom – Sunday, 5/ 22 @ 9am 

• Morning Worship*– next Sunday, May 22 @ 10am 

*Hybrid = offered in-person + via Zoom (programs) or Live Streamed/YouTube (worship) 

 

 

 



 

NEWMAN UCC WELCOMES … 

Rev. James D. Ross II, who serves as our Minister for 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion within the Southern New 

England Conference of the United Church of Christ.  

In his role within the Conference, Rev. Ross provides 

leadership to the justice team and programs of the 

conference as we seek to live into both our articulated 

mission and God's call to us. This work is accomplished in 

partnership with the conference body itself, the 

associations and local congregations of the Southern New 

England Conference, the wider United Church of Christ, 

ecumenical and community partners, and others who will join in our efforts. 

Rev. Ross previously served as Pastor of Pilgrim Congregational UCC in St. Louis, 

Missouri. The Alabama native also served as the Minister of Justice Formation at 

the First Congregational UCC in Washington DC., where he led the launch of the 

Downtown Drop-In Center for Homeless Youth and partnered with congregants to 

begin the development and implementation of a comprehensive strategy to advance 

racial justice and confront white privilege. He previously held ministry positions at 

two other DC churches. 

As Director of Outreach and Engagement for the Campaign for the Fair Sentencing 

of Youth in DC, Rev. Ross saw the holy in the transformation, forgiveness, 

compassion, and mutual love among people sentenced as children to die in prison, 

their families, and the families of victims and survivors. A former journalist, Rev. 

Ross was a newspaper reporter and editor and an organizational communications 

professional. He served as a mayoral appointee in two cities, including New Orleans, 

where he led media programs, marketing initiatives and community engagement 

strategies following Hurricane Katrina. 

 


