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MISSION STATEMENT 
We are an inclusive Christian community dedicated to living Jesus’ message of love, peace and justice  

through joyful worship, compassionate service, radical hospitality and responsible stewardship



 

From dust you came, and to dust you shall return. 
~ Genesis 3:19b 

 
PRELUDE                                      Durch Adams Fall          Gottfried August Homilius  
                                                        In Adam’s Fall                                     (1714-1785)  
 
WELCOME 
 
OPENING PRAYER 

 

HYMN            Again We Keep This Solemn Fast                        NCH #187 
 

Again we keep this solemn fast,  
a gift of faith from ages past,  

This Lent which binds us lovingly  
to faith and hope and charity. 

 

The law and prophets from of old  
in figured ways this Lent foretold, 

Which Christ, all ages’ Sovereign Guide,  
in these last days has sanctified. 

 

More sparing, therefore, let us make  
the words we speak, the food we take, 
Our sleep, our laughter, every sense,  
learn peace through holy penitence. 

 

Let us avoid each harmful way  
that lures the careless mind astray; 
By watchful prayer our spirits free 

 from scheming of the Enemy. 
 

We pray, O blessed Three in One,  
our God while endless ages run,  
That this, our Lent of forty days,  

may bring us growth and give you praise. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING     Isaiah 58: 1–12                                             NSRV 
Shout out, do not hold back! 
    Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
Announce to my people their rebellion, 
    to the house of Jacob their sins. 
Yet day after day they seek me 



 

    and delight to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
    and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
they ask of me righteous judgments, 
    they delight to draw near to God. 
“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
    Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 
    and oppress all your workers. 
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
    and to strike with a wicked fist. 
Such fasting as you do today 
    will not make your voice heard on high. 
Is such the fast that I choose, 
    a day to humble oneself? 
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
    and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
Will you call this a fast, 
    a day acceptable to the LORD? 
Is not this the fast that I choose: 
    to loose the bonds of injustice, 
    to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
    and to break every yoke? 
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
    and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, 
    and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
    and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you, 
    the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
    you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
If you remove the yoke from among you, 
    the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
if you offer your food to the hungry 
    and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
then your light shall rise in the darkness 
    and your gloom be like the noonday. 



 

The LORD will guide you continually, 
    and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
    and make your bones strong; 
and you shall be like a watered garden, 
    like a spring of water, 
    whose waters never fail. 
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
    you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
    the restorer of streets to live in. 
 

        Matthew 6: 1-21                                           NSRV 
“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then 
you have no reward from your Father in heaven. “So whenever you give alms, do not 
sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, 
so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand 
is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you.  
 

“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. 
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your 
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you.  
 

“When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they 
think that they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for 
your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 
 

“Pray then in this way: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name. 
    Your kingdom come. 
    Your will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread.  
    And forgive us our debts, 
        as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
    And do not bring us to the time of trial,  
        but rescue us from the evil one.  
 



 

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you; but if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
 

“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 
their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so 
that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  
 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume 
and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

ANTHEM                               There Is A Balm In Gilead                William L. Dawson  

                                              Becky Bass ~ soprano solo                           (1899-1990)   

 

REFLECTION 

  

HYMN      Born of God, Eternal Savior              NCH #542 

Born of God, Eternal Savior, source of life, of truth and grace, 
Human One, whose birth incarnate hallows all our human race, 

Come again, in all your glory; come to us, inspire and lead: 
Fill us with your loving-kindness; heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 

Christ, as you have lived for others, so may we for others live; 
Freely have your gifts been granted, freely may your servants give.  

All the wealth that we may gather is for use in causes just. 
We are stewards of the bounty loaned to us in solemn trust. 

 

Come, O Christ, and reign among us, granting love and joy and peace; 
Hush the storm of strife and passion, bid its cruel discords cease. 

By your patient years of toiling, by your silent hours of pain, 
Quench our fevered thirst for pleasure, shame our selfish greed for gain. 

 
See the Christ-like host advancing, high and lowly, great and small, 

Linked in bonds of common service, answering the Savior’s call. 
Jesus Christ, we hear your pleading that your people should be one. 
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: here on earth, your will be done. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER     

 



 

BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE                                      Thaxted                    Gustav Holst (1874-1934) 
**Music is either in the public domain, used with permission of the composer or reprinted with 
permission under OneLicense.net – License #A-723917.  All rights reserved. 

 
 
 

 
WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 

Pastor Timoth Sylvia - Senior Minister 
Geoff Greene - Minister of Music 

 

 

 

SINGERS 
Becky Bass ~ soprano section leader 

Barbara Youmans ~ alto section leader 
Juan Rodriguez ~ tenor section leader 

Jonne Gomes ~ bass section leader 

 

 


