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God’s Promise to David 

 
 

Contexts 
 

Linguistic 
 The text revolves around the multiple meanings of the word “house [Hebrew bayit].” The word appears 

eight times in the text, shifting between meaning “palace,” “temple,” “household,” and “descendants.”1 
 In 7:4, the phrase “the word of Yahweh [Hebrew davar YHWH] is the stock formula introducing a 

prophetic oracle.2 
 

Geographic 
 The setting of this story is Jerusalem, which David had conquered in 2 Samuel 5:6-10, and subsequently 

made the political capital. David had also transferred the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6:1-
19), establishing it as the religious capital, as well.3 

 
Historical 

 With the rise of King David and the united monarchy in Israel, the Israelites become a people on the stage 
of history for the first time since they went to Egypt. The conquest of Jerusalem happened c. 1010 BCE, 
and so this episode takes place slightly after that.4 

 
Cultural/Religious 

 This story illustrates the transition of the Israelites from a nomadic, herding people to an agricultural 
people living in fortified cities. Note the contrast between the newly urban David, who has a magnificent 
palace, and the Ark of the Covenant that resides in a nomadic tent.5 

 The oracle to Nathan is intent on drawing a line between the ways that the Israelites worship Yahweh and 
the ways that the tribes around them worship their gods. In the vision, Yahweh shows that unlike an idol 
that needs people to care for it and do things for it, God does things for people.6 

 

Promises Made, Promises Broken 

The Point  
Even when we have the best intentions in mind, God always does greater things for us than we can do for 
God. 
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Literary 
 This passage serves as the conclusion to the narrative surrounding the transfer of the political and religious 

capital to Jerusalem.  
 Genre – Although there is a short narrative at the beginning to set the scene, the main body of this 

episode is an oracle. As an oracle, it is the direct words of God to a prophet. It not only tells about the 
future, but also gives clarity as to God’s thoughts on the present.7 

 Authorial Intention – By relating the oracle to Nathan, the author intends both to show God’s care 
for the people of Israel, and also to legitimize the building of the temple by Solomon.8 

 Audience – This text would have been told as part of the history of both the monarchy and the 
temple. It would have been a well-known explanation for why the building of the temple did not 
happen until the reign of Solomon, despite David’s success elsewhere.9  

 
More Information 

 For more information on the temple that Solomon built: http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/
Judaism/The_Temple.html 

 For more information on Saul, David, and Solomon, the first three kings of Israel, see: http://
www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/monarchy.html 

 For more information on the archaeology that allowed scholars to determine the dates of the Israelite 
monarchy, see: http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?
objectId=367012&partId=1&searchText=israel&place=41010&from=bc&fromDate=1000&to=bc&toDa
te=700&page=1  

 
 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/The_Temple.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/The_Temple.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/monarchy.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/monarchy.html
http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=367012&partId=1&searchText=israel&place=41010&from=bc&fromDate=1000&to=bc&toDate=700&page=1
http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=367012&partId=1&searchText=israel&place=41010&from=bc&fromDate=1000&to=bc&toDate=700&page=1
http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=367012&partId=1&searchText=israel&place=41010&from=bc&fromDate=1000&to=bc&toDate=700&page=1
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Connections 
 

Narrative Lectionary Connections 
 Last Week (1 Samuel 9-11; 19-20; 2:1-10) – Last week’s lesson introduced the character of Samuel, who 

anointed David, the person around whom God’s oracle revolves. 
 Next Week (1 Kings 17:1-16) – In next week’s lesson, we see how God reacts to the Israelites when 

David’s descendants break the covenant and worship other gods.  
 Other Weeks – In Isaiah 6:1-8 (11/13/2016), Isaiah sees a vision in the temple which Solomon built. In 

Luke 19: 29-44 (4/9/2017), Jesus arrives triumphantly in Jerusalem, David’s city. 
 

Other Bible Connections  
 The story of the oracle is retold in 1 Chronicles 17:1-15.  
 Psalm 132:1-5 narrates David’s vows regarding a place for the Ark of God. 
 Peter uses this oracle to prove the legitimacy of Christ in his Pentecost sermon (Acts 2:30-32). 
 2 Samuel 7:14 is quoted in Hebrews 1:5. 
 

Thematic Connections 
 God Revealed – This week, we see God revealed in two ways, one obvious and another more subtle. First, 

God is revealed in the vision which Nathan receives at night. Second, God is revealed in the love which 
will be shown to David’s descendants. As we have seen in previous weeks, God is revealed both in 
personal encounter and in the way that events in history play out. 

 Promises Made. Promises Broken – God makes a great promise to David this week. God promises to 
be with David’s descendants and to love them like a parent. This promise has been interpreted to be the 
third and the greatest covenant in the Old Testament. The first was the covenant to Noah, which was a 
promise not to destroy humanity. The second was the covenant to Abraham, which promised to give 
Abraham descendants. In this third covenant, God makes the relationship between God and people 
intimate and personal.10 

 
Liturgical/Seasonal Connections 

 As the winter approaches, all of the talk about houses in this passage could spur a conversation on the 
homeless population and their ability to cope with the cold weather. 

 
Hymns/ Music 

 The hymn “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” describes the themes of David’s son whom God loves. 
 The temple (both literal and metaphorical) is also a favorite subject of worship songs, including “Fill This 

Temple” by Benny Hinn Ministries and “Clear the Temple” by Ken Saurajen. 
 

Media Connections 
 The current site of the temple is the center of controversy between Israel and its neighbors. An article from 

the Jewish side: http://www.nysun.com/arts/temple-denial-in-the-holy-city/49985/ 
 An article on tensions around the temple from CNN: http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/04/middleeast/

jerusalem-violence/ 
 Holly Bea wrote a children’s book entitled Where Does God Live? on the theme of where God dwells in 

relation to humans. 
Multimedia Links 

 For a 3D tour of a reconstruction of Solomon’s Temple: http://jerusalem.com/tour/jewish_temple_3D 

http://www.nysun.com/arts/temple-denial-in-the-holy-city/49985/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/04/middleeast/jerusalem-violence/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/04/middleeast/jerusalem-violence/
http://jerusalem.com/tour/jewish_temple_3D
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 A tour of the temple museum in Jerusalem (unfortunately, the tour is in Hebrew, but there are many 
interesting paintings and artifacts shown in the video): 
http://jerusalem.livetourism.tv/video.php?video_id=9629 
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