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Contexts & Connections #3-21    Luke 7:18-35    February 12, 2017 

A Messenger Prepares the Way 
for Healing 

 
 

Contexts 
 

Linguistic 
 The people of this generation (7:31; tēs geneas tautēs) are described in opposition to those who belong to the 

age of the fulfillment of the kingdom.1 
 Luke carefully chooses words in 7:25 that are not found in the parallel passage in Matthew 11:8. Luke’s 

additions point to his focus on wealth and luxury and its position contrary to God’s kingdom.2 
 

Geographic 
 This passage flows directly from the previous passage. John’s disciples had heard Jesus preach and seen 

him heal in Capernaum and Nain, and had reported their observations to John. Though it is never directly 
stated in this passage, it can be implied that John was still imprisoned in Galilee, more specifically in Perea, 
which borders the Jordan to the east.  Luke 3:19-20 reports John’s imprisonment, and Mark’s account, 
with which Luke was familiar, reports that John sent word to Jesus from prison.3 

 
Historical 

 This passage is one of the longest pieces of written material concerning John the Baptist found in the New 
Testament. This material was likely sourced from a work referred to as Q. Q is understood to be the 
source of material that is common in both Matthew and Luke, but not found in other Gospels. Church 
Fathers who commented on this passage all noted its importance for its treatment of John the Baptist, and 
verified its historicity because of its source in Q.4 

 
Cultural/Religious 

 A central question at the heart of this passage is “Is Jesus the Messiah,” or to put a finer point on it, “If 
Jesus is the Messiah, how are the things he has been doing a reflection of who the Messiah is?”5 Is the 
Messiah a political figure or a warrior? Or is the Messiah the one who heals the sick, raises the dead, and 
brings good news to the poor?  

 
Literary 

 As mentioned in last week’s C&C, the larger unit of Luke chapters 4-9 includes themes of restoration, table 
fellowship, and discipleship. Though this passage is not a clear meal narrative, table fellowship is a central 
theme.6 Jesus points to a distinction in eating habits between himself and John the Baptist as an example of 
how those who have rejected God’s purpose will find fault with the messenger, no matter what. John is 
known for his ascetic diet and habits, and Jesus is known for both eating and drinking well, but neither of 
them can satisfy the Pharisees.  

Healing and Forgiveness 

The Point  
Jesus, the Messiah, has come to heal the sick and oppressed, and calls us to proclaim God’s new kingdom, 
just as John did. 
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 Both Ambrose of Milan and Cyril of Alexandria both stated that John was actually aware of Jesus’ true 
identity, but sent his disciples to inquire in the service of their own discipleship.7 This further fleshes out a 
Lukan theme of discipleship.  
 Genre –The passage itself is a direct address, first from Jesus to the followers of John, then to the 

larger crowd. He quotes earlier Scripture, tells a parable, and offers a proverb.8  A proverb is a brief, 
pithy saying that offers useful, truthful advice. Biblical proverbs can be found not only in the Book of 
Proverbs, but in other wisdom literature, such as Ecclesiastes and Job.  

 Authorial Intention – Though Luke and Matthew utilize the same source material (Q) for this story, 
Luke’s version is expanded, and more detailed. This is unusual for Luke, who often presents clear and 
abbreviated accounts. Upon closer examination, we notice that the expansion of this passage serves to 
highlight the fact that Jesus was doing just what he came to do. His detailed description in 7:22 of all of 
the healings that Jesus had performed point to 4:18-20, when Jesus announced his anointing and 
mission.”9 

 Audience– In this larger unit of Luke, Jesus teaches or acts, people respond, and Jesus would clarify 
his purpose. John’s question set Jesus up to openly declare his mission for those who had been 
following him. 

 
Common Misunderstandings 

 John’s question, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” (7:19) is not borne of 
frustration or desperation. Some mistakenly interpret John’s question as stemming from disappointment in 
Jesus’ lack of “messianic” activity.  In fact, in the Gospel of Luke, this is John’s very first contact with 
Jesus, and the reports of Jesus’ activity have lead him to believe that he might, indeed, be the Messiah.10 

 Though Luke does highlight the fact that John practices ascetic habits, such as eating no bread and 
drinking no wine, this Gospel does not make an mention of John eating locusts and wild honey. That is 
found in Mark. 

 
More Information 

 For more information on the feminine personification of wisdom that Jesus uses in Luke 7:35, read about 
the biblical heritage of Sophia: http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/1994/november14/4td044.html?
start=1 

 To learn more about asceticism, a spiritual practice of self-denial that Luke alludes to in his description of 
John’s eating habits: http://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-asceticism-monasticism.html 

 
 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/1994/november14/4td044.html?start=1
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/1994/november14/4td044.html?start=1
http://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-asceticism-monasticism.html
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Connections 
 

Narrative Lectionary Connections 
 Last Week (Luke 7:1-17) – Last week’s passage, which includes two miraculous healings performed by 

Jesus, ends immediately before this week’s reading. This week’s reading begins with a response to John’s 
disciples questioning Jesus about these healings. 

 Next Week (Luke 7:36-50) – The meaningful unfolding of Luke’s narrative continues in the next 
immediate passage. Chapter 7 began with two healings, which highlighted Jesus’ ministry of compassion. 
This led to questioning by John’s disciples, “Are you the one?” (the Messiah), which allows Jesus to present 
his purpose as Messiah - to heal and care for the lowly and oppressed. This causes consternation in the 
religious leaders, who accuse him of being a friend of tax collectors and sinners. In next week’s reading, 
Jesus has the opportunity to befriend a sinner. He continues to challenge the status quo and more and 
more clearly define what it means to be the Messiah. 

 Other Weeks – We are introduced to the ministry and character of John the Baptist in Luke 3:1-22 
(1/8/2017). In this passage, John was called into ministry, embraced his role as a prophet, and is 
imprisoned by Herod. This is the last we hear from John until chapter 7, where we read of him today. 

 
Other Bible Connections  

 Malachi 3:1 contains the original prophecy that Jesus quotes to refer to John.  
 In Luke 4:18-20, Jesus reads the scroll of Isaiah 61:1-2, and declares that he has come to fulfill that 

prophesy. Today’s reading shows him doing just that. 
 Proverbs 8:32 reflects a similar message to Jesus’ proverb in Luke 7:35. 
 

Thematic Connections 
 God Revealed - John helps Jesus reveal his unexpected mission as Messiah by simply asking the question, 

“Are you the one…”. As mentioned earlier, this question may have been somewhat rhetorical, with the 
purpose of deepening his followers’ discipleship. But his question allows Jesus to review his activity and 
deepen its impact. Jesus is revealed as a Messiah who has not come to battle and conquer, but to heal and 
comfort. 

 Healing and Forgiveness - After John has left the scene, Jesus speaks about him and points out his 
importance. John is the messenger who clears a path for Jesus’ ministry of healing, and who prepares his 
disciples for a new teacher. His question allows Jesus to clarify his mission and to point at the importance 
of these healings. 

 
Liturgical/Seasonal Connections 

 As was described in last week’s C&C, this unit falls within the season of Epiphany, which has the central 
question of “How is God revealed through Jesus in this passage?” Revelation of Jesus’ identity is at the 
crux of this reading. John is the light that shines upon Jesus’ ministry activities to reveal who Jesus is as the 
Messiah.  

 
Hymns/ Music 

 There are several hymns about John the Baptist. Some are written with an Advent frame of reference, but 
can be valuable if you are focusing on John: “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”, “There’s a Voice in the 
Wilderness” 

 Hymns about Jesus’ role in healing and deliverance: “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,” “Christ, Be Our Light,” “O 
Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate.”  
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 There are a number of praise songs built on the “Prepare Ye” cry of John the Baptist: “Prepare Ye the Way” by 
Michael W. Smith, “Prepare Ye the Way” by Caedmon’s Call, and“Prepare the Way” by Darrell Evans and Eric 
Nuzum. 

 Other praise songs: “God of Justice” by Tim Hughes, “Healing is in Your Hands” by Chris Tomlin, et al., 
“Healer” by Kari Jobe. 

 
Media Connections 

 In The Matrix, Morpheus prepares the way for Neo, telling people that Neo is “the one.” 
 Luke’s understanding of Jesus as Messiah (found most clearly in 4:18-20, but evident throughout the 

Gospel), was the impetus of the movement Liberation Theology. Two seminal works in this field are A 
Theology of Liberation by Gustavo Gutiérrez and A Black Theology of Liberation by James Cone. 

 
Multimedia Links 

 A short video on the importance of John the Baptist in art: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=s1gFBNqpIQM 
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