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Contexts & Connections #3-19    Luke 6:1-16    January 29, 2017 

Jesus Revealed as Lord of  the Sabbath 

 
 

Contexts 
 

Linguistic 
 Jesus asks the Pharisees if they anegnote about David, a word that means “to know, to know certainly, to 

recognize.” The ana means again or more, intensifying the depth of the knowledge. The sense is that Jesus 
is asking the Pharisees to re-learn by rereading the story.1 

 The full saving task of the  is contained within the word sosai which means “to save, heal, restore.” All 
actionsare fulfillment of the Sabbath itself.2 (Luke 6:9) 

 Jesus calls himself the huios tou anthropou, using the title “Son of Man” starting to base his authority upon 
(see Other Biblical Connections section for more information). 

 The man who is crippled had a xeros hand, which means it was “dry, withered.” The word can also refer to 
dry land (Luke 6:8). The hand needs nourishment, like the disciples.  

 
Geographic 

 Jesus begins his ministry in Galilee and then moves outward to Jerusalem.3 Galilee was the northern region 
of Palestine. This region, plus Perea, were given to Herod Antipas, whose long reign (4 BCE to 39 CE) 
covered the career of Jesus. This area was relatively stable and prosperous place for Jesus to begin his 
ministry.4 

 
Historical 

 Still centered in Galilee, Jesus begins to attract the attention of the religious officials. “Within the conflicted 
world of the 1st-century CE Mediterranean area, views of the divine purpose like that found in Luke-Acts--
views that run roughshod over important social conventions related to one’s honor and status in the 
community and one’s religious identity--would naturally have been a source of controversy and 
uncertainty.5 

 
Cultural/Religious 

 For the Pharisees, the interpretation of how to practice the Sabbath helps to define what it means to be 
Jewish. To be faithful to God at that time was considered essential in a Roman occupied Israel.6  

 Religious controversy abounds as Jesus comes across religious leaders. He addresses the issues of 
forgiveness, socializing with outcasts and sinners and fasting on the Sabbath.7 Here Jesus gives a defense 
for the disciples’ practices as they follow the ministry of Jesus. 

Revelation of the Son of Man 

The Point  
Jesus deepens humanity’s understanding of the Sabbath to be a life giving practice beyond abstaining from 
work, to the serving of others. 
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Literary 
 Jesus’s ministry in Galilee is told in the common and more secular form of Koine Greek, a style that would 

widely appeal to most audiences. This Greek is different from the beginning when Luke starts in the 
traditional style of a public letter, and the childhood accounts of Jesus mirror the style of Greek that was 
used to translate the Old Testament.8  
 Genre –Luke works to engage many points of identity into the story of Jesus. Then he presents a 

definitive understanding of Jesus’s sonship and power by publicly proclaiming what following Jesus -
discipleship - means: a ministry of healing, service and care for the least of the people.9 The choices of 
what episodes and parables to include and the careful ordering of events during Jesus’ ministry 
continues to show God’s compassion for the weak and imperfect.10  

 Authorial Intention – Jesus is carefully presented as the Lord, the Son of Man, who is the universal 
savior of humanity by bringing wholeness to life through a ministry that includes healing, forgiveness 
and life-giving practices including those of the Sabbath.”11 

 Audience– Readers from different religious, ethnic, and social backgrounds would relate to the formal 
Greek of the introduction, the religious Greek of Jesus’s childhood or the more common Greek of 
Jesus’s ministry.12 Through the well-focused narrative about Jesus’s ministry, the Gospel of Luke 
teaches a broad audience who they are and how they are to live out their faith in discipleship.13  

 
Common Misunderstandings 

 Pharisees are not always hypocrites or bad guys: they were interpreters of the law, trying “to keep the faith, 
preserve the community, and protect it from compromise and foreign influence.”14 

 Scriptural references to Sabbath-keeping are relatively vague (Exodus 20:8-11, 31:14-15, 35:2, 
Deuteronomy 15:12-15), so there could have been many ways to “keep the Sabbath.”15 

 
More Information 

 A lively conversation between professors and theologians about who the Pharisees were can be found at 
http://hermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/5130/who-were-the-pharisees 

 Biblical Sabbath from a Jewish perspective is given at http://www.reformjudaism.org/origins-shabbat 
 An introduction to the probable meanings of the phrase “Son of Man” can be found in Delbert Burkette’s 

An Introduction to the New Testament and the origins of Christianity starting on page 67. The book is still in print; 
for a direct link to that page go to: https://books.google.ca/books?id=EcsQknxV-
xQC&pg=PA64&dq=%22one+like+a+son+of+man+probably+did+not+represent+the+messiah%
22&hl=en&sa=X&ei=x6IkVIHjL4PZ8gXI7YCIBw#v=snippet&q=%22son%20of%20man%22&f=false 

 
 

http://hermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/5130/who-were-the-pharisees
http://www.reformjudaism.org/origins-shabbat
https://books.google.ca/books?id=EcsQknxV-xQC&pg=PA64&dq=%22one+like+a+son+of+man+probably+did+not+represent+the+messiah%22&hl=en&sa=X&ei=x6IkVIHjL4PZ8gXI7YCIBw#v=snippet&q=%22son%20of%20man%22&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=EcsQknxV-xQC&pg=PA64&dq=%22one+like+a+son+of+man+probably+did+not+represent+the+messiah%22&hl=en&sa=X&ei=x6IkVIHjL4PZ8gXI7YCIBw#v=snippet&q=%22son%20of%20man%22&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=EcsQknxV-xQC&pg=PA64&dq=%22one+like+a+son+of+man+probably+did+not+represent+the+messiah%22&hl=en&sa=X&ei=x6IkVIHjL4PZ8gXI7YCIBw#v=snippet&q=%22son%20of%20man%22&f=false
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Connections 
 

Narrative Lectionary Connections 
 Last Week (Luke 5:1-11) – Jesus started to collect the fishermen who he names to be his official disciples 

this week. 
 Next Week (Luke 7:1-17) – Jesus’s ministry continues to model life giving ministry, healing a faithful 

centurion’s servant and raising a widow’s son from the dead. 
 Other Weeks – Jesus continues his ministry of life-giving and service through healing in Luke 7:18-35 

(02/12/2017) and forgiveness in Luke 7:36-50 (02/19/2017), modeling how the disciples’ ministry will 
follow. 

 
Other Bible Connections  

 Luke does not follow suit with Mark 2:27 where Jesus says, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for 
the Sabbath.” Luke talks about Jesus as Lord of the Sabbath, “For the church, this means that Jesus Christ, 
his words, and his actions determine the church’s understanding of the Sabbath.”16 

 The term “Son of Man” in Hebrew appears 103 times in the Old Testament, mostly in the book of Ezekiel.  
It is uncertain whether the title was used by Jesus to affirm that he was the Messiah. Perhaps, Jesus was 
using it to affirm his human nature even as the expression of the title Son of God affirms Jesus’s divine 
nature. Both uses of the title seem to hold some weight.17 

 
Thematic Connections 

 God is Revealed - God created Sabbath for restoration of life: this can happen through rest, but Jesus 
broadens our understanding to include other practices of restoration including healing (6:10) and all actions 
that do good and save lives. (6:9)  

 Revelation of the Son of Man - Jesus’s eating with the disciples (6:1) and healing of the man’s hand 
expands our practice of Sabbath from not doing work, to doing those things that are good and give life. 
(6:9) Jesus claims his authority to interpret the Sabbath law by naming himself both Son of Man and the 
Lord of the Sabbath. (6:5)  

 
Liturgical/Seasonal Connections 

 After Jesus’ ministry of Sabbath, the disciples are called and named. The Epiphany season closes, the 
revelation is done, and the time for healing ministry and leadership training will begin. 

 
Hymns/ Music 

 Hymns that tell us to live out love in Sabbath practice include “Lord I Want to Be a Christian in My Heart” 
and “Though I May Speak.” 

 Jesus’ healing power is evident in the song “There is a Balm in Gilead.”  
 

Media Connections 
 A good essay contemplating on how keeping Sabbath is a countercultural practice today can be found here.  

http://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/god-s-countercultural-invitation-to-sabbath-rest  
 More information for interpreting Jesus’s keeping of the Sabbath by breaking it is available here. https://

web.stanford.edu/group/religiouslife/docs/sermons/2005/sermon_03-06-2005_McLennan.pdf 
 

http://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/god-s-countercultural-invitation-to-sabbath-rest
https://web.stanford.edu/group/religiouslife/docs/sermons/2005/sermon_03-06-2005_McLennan.pdf
https://web.stanford.edu/group/religiouslife/docs/sermons/2005/sermon_03-06-2005_McLennan.pdf
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Multimedia Links 
 An exploration of how difficult it is hard to “Sabbath” in a busy family by the author of “Sabbath in the 

Suburbs.” https://vimeo.com/74475980   
 The practice of Christianity in view of God’s grace, instead of worrying about following a checklist of 

commands by Nadia Bolz-Weber. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G5N6jEesDIY 
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