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Contexts & Connections #3-18    Luke 5:1-11    January 22, 2017 

Jesus’ Mission is Revealed 

 
 

Contexts 
 

Linguistic 
 The nets were plethos defined as “filled to capacity” (the root to the familiar “plethora”)1 an interesting term 

after weeks of Christ being proclaimed as the fulfillment of prophecy. 
 The disciples are triggered emotionally, in a way similar to the reaction of the people of Nazareth in Luke 

4. The word used to describe that emotion is isthambos, which means astonished or amazed.2 (Luke 5:9) 
 Luke uses the Greek title epistates which means “master.” (Luke 5:5) In Matthew and Mark, the Jewish title 

of rabbi was used instead of epistates: master or kyrios which means Lord.3  
 Simon responds to Jesus’ rhemati “word,” “saying,” or a “spoken thing.” (Luke 5:5) This is the term used in 

the phrase “word of God” in Hebrews 11:3.4 
 

Geographic 
 This call takes place at the Sea of Galilee, which is a large heart-shaped body of water. It forms a basin 

surrounded by mountains and a shoreline plain where several important cities and towns are located. It 
served as a natural resource for Galilee because of the fish industry. The disciples left a thriving business.5 

 
Historical 

 Luke ties his account to Roman history by naming the Roman co-rulers “Herod of Galilee” and “his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis.” (Luke 3:1)  He ties it to Palestinian history 
where the entire region is under Pontius Pilate, who is the ruler of Judea, (which was another way to refer 
to the Palestinian region6). (Luke 3:1) Luke also shows where Israel is located in religious history by saying 
“during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas.” (Luke 3:2) All of these historical ties serve to 
legitimize Luke’s account, fitting it into the greater narratives of the time.7 

 
Cultural/Religious 

  That the disciples would leave everything in wonder to follow Jesus shows the charisma and love that he 
must have embodied then. Luke portrays Jesus as a popular figure, who is demonstrating power, unlike 
Mark and Matthew, who show him calling the disciples as a relatively unknown figure.8    

 Simon Peter’s reaction to Jesus is to confess his own sin and follow Jesus. Jesus does not explicitly forgive 
Simon Peter’s sin, but instead says to follow him. The disciples recognize, in the very least, Jesus’ authority 
to call them into action, and follow.9  

Revelation of the Son of Man 

The Point  
The fishermen see and hear Jesus as Lord, and follow him as disciples. 
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Literary 
 After a formal Greek introduction and the story of Jesus’ birth and childhood, Luke switches from using 

the Greek of the translation of the Old Testament (the Septuagint) and writes about the ministry of Jesus 
 are told in the tradition of the Greek translation of the Old Testament, the ministry of Christ is told in the 

more secular style of Koine Greek.10  
 Genre –Luke’s “orderly account” is set out in such a way that events occur as results of prior 

incidences, giving the story the appearance of the logical order of cause and effect. The narrative of 
Luke is told within the greater Israelite story of history and religion to legitimize Jesus as a continuation 
of that story. To set a story in a larger and accepted history was a common practice in the Roman 
culture of the time.11 Jesus’ growing popularity and his followers foreshadow the beginnings of church 
at the very end of Luke’s Gospel on the Road to Emmaus narrative in Luke 6:1-7a; 7:44-60.  

 Authorial Intention – The order of Luke is different from the other Gospels. In Luke, Jesus has 
already started ministry and was gaining in popularity and notoriety in Luke 4:14-30 (01/15/2017). 
Jesus is intended to be shown as powerful and compelling figure.12 

 Audience– Luke’s audience is a predominantly Gentile Christian community. This is made evident by 
his use of the word “Lord/Master” instead of “Rabbi” (Luke 5:5) Luke’s audience was “concerned 
above all with persuasion, he has ordered the events of his narrative to bring out their significance, to 
persuade Theophilus.”13 

 
Common Misunderstandings 

 “The disciples” can refer not only to the twelve who followed Jesus. In all four Gospels, the word “tends 
to designate a follower of Jesus, in ways that support their understanding of the community of the 
followers of Jesus.”14 

 Note also that the word disciple is not yet present in the narrative, even though this section is often entitled 
“The Calling of the Disciples” in various versions of the Bible. The decision to leave everything signals 
their commitment, even though they are not named officially as disciples until Luke 6:13. 

 
More Information 

 Commentary on this passage, and specifically Simon Peter’s confession can be found on http://
biblehub.com/commentaries/luke/5-8.htm 

 Historical information about fishing during Jesus’s time is in “Galilean Fishing Economy” http://
www.kchanson.com/ARTICLES/fishing.html 

 Looking at Jesus as a rabbi is explored in http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/
jesus/rabbi.html 

 Exploration of Jesus as the Word of God in the Christmas context of John is examined by N. T. Wright,  
http://www.christianity.com/theology/what-is-this-word-11542447.html 

 
 

http://biblehub.com/commentaries/luke/5-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/commentaries/luke/5-8.htm
http://www.kchanson.com/ARTICLES/fishing.html
http://www.kchanson.com/ARTICLES/fishing.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/jesus/rabbi.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/jesus/rabbi.html
http://www.christianity.com/theology/what-is-this-word-11542447.html
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Connections 
 

Narrative Lectionary Connections 
 Last Week (Luke 4:14-30) - Jesus proclaims himself to be the salvation to all nations in Nazareth, 

provoking violent reactions in his hometown.  
 Next Week (Luke 6:1-16) -  Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath, reinterpreting Sabbath to mean the actions of 

love and salvation: feeding and healing, and culminates in naming his disciples. 
 Other Weeks -  Jesus’ ministry of caring for people becomes a ministry of healing in Luke 7: 1-17 

(02/05/2017), Luke 7:18-35 (02/12/2017) Luke 9:28-45 (02/26/2017), and forgiveness  in Luke 7:36-50 
(02/19/2017).  

 
Other Bible Connections  

 The season of Epiphany continues with Simon Peter’s moment of realization of sin when face to face with 
Jesus. This recalls the story of the wise men and the shepherds, all of whom confess Jesus as Lord. 
(Matthew 2:1-11, Luke 2: 8-20) 

 Jesus calls his first disciples in the other Gospels in Matthew 4:18-22 and Mark 1:16-20. In John 1:35-51 
some of the disciples start out as disciples of John the Baptist.  

 Simon Peter’s confession that he is a sinner recalls other such confessions, when Isaiah says he has unclean 
lips (Isaiah 6:5) and Job repents in dust and ashes. (Job 42:5-6) 

 Philippians 2:10 tells how when people hear the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow. 
 

Thematic Connections 
 God is Revealed - Jesus reveals that God will work through him as God did through Elijah and Elisha, 

both prophets who spoke of the salvation for those who historically were outside of Israel (Luke 4:25-27). 
 Revelation of the Son of Man - Jesus’s ministry begins promising to be one that focuses on people who 

are marginalized, the poor, blind, and captive (Luke 4:18). The inclusiveness and the authority Jesus claims 
is hard for his hometown to accept, creating violent reactions (Luke 4:24, Luke 4:29).15 

 
Liturgical/Seasonal Connections 

 Luke continues to show Jesus as a part of the salvation history of Israel by creating an epiphany text with 
the continual realization and proclamation of who Jesus is.  

 The time of discipleship, and learning from the ministry of Jesus has begun. Serving God through healing, 
care and forgiveness begins with Simon Peter’s admission of sin.16 

 
Hymns/ Music 

 A hymn based on this passage is “Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore.” 
 Hymns about discipleship include “Called As Partners in Christ’s Service,” “Lead On O King Eternal,” “When I 

Had Not Yet Learned of Jesus” and “Today, We are Called to Be Disciples.”  
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Media Connections 

 A video clip where some world-weary nuns find revitalizations by singing “I Will Follow Him” which is a 
contemporary love song, in reference to Christ. Sister Act, (1992) https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VPpd-6X3tEo  

 A clip featuring the “Following the Leader” song where the Lost Boys play the game follow the leader 
through all kinds of land. Peter Pan, (1953) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouFCE3VjNQs  

 A reading of Luke 5:1-11 using a painting by Rob Larson https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=NeVQjRJKAFA 
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