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Contexts & Connections #3-16b    Luke 3:1-22    January 8, 2017 

A New Revelation: 
The Proclamation of  John 

 
 

Contexts 
 

Linguistic 
 God is often found in lonely places, the word eremo is defined as desert or wilderness, a reminder of 

Exodus and Moses’ initial meeting of God in the desert in Exodus 3:1-2 (Luke 3:4).1 
 The word soterios, which is defined as salvation, is again used promised to all people. A reminder of the 

Abrahamic promise for God to bless all people as promised in Genesis 17:2 (Luke 3:6).2 
  The word that means to anticipate (prosdokontos) also carries with it the meanings of watching and waiting 

indicating that Israel is both expecting a Savior and emphasizes John to be the forerunner of Christ (Luke 
3:15).3 

 Spirit in Greek (pneumatic) can also be defined as wind. Wind and fire “were symbols for the Holy Spirit but 
also of judgment” making the saving power of Christ when repentance and forgiveness are available all the 
more powerful (Luke 3:16).4 

 
Geographic 

 In Luke, John the Baptist is specifically located in the desert after the geopolitical conditions of the land are 
proclaimed, locating God away from the many palaces of power. Since John is the prophet of the God 
Most High, God’s location is geographically significant in a place where higher mountains are allotted to 
those with more power.5 

 
Historical 

 Luke gives historical roots to Jesus in three kinds of history which included Roman history, Palestinian 
history and church history. Here Luke connects John’s ministry with “the fifteenth year of the reign of the 
emperor Tiberius” (28-29 CE) and the prefecture of Pontus Pilate in Judea (26-36 CE).6 

 Luke situates John in both a sociopolitical and a salvation-historical context. By listing these Roman and 
Jewish figures, shows the universal reach of the prophetic message.7 

 
Cultural/Religious 

 In this part of Luke’s orderly account, the political factions are laid out clearly as the Pontius Pilate is 
named as Governor, Herod and Philip and Lysanias are named as official rulers and Annas and Caiaphas 
are the priests. Set in contrast to all the officials of this time, the Word of God comes to none of them but 
a man in the desert, the prophet John. (Luke 3:1-3) 

Revelation of the Son of Man 

The Point  
Jesus Christ is proclaimed and baptized as the son of God by his forerunner, John the Baptist. 
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 Abrahamic ancestors are specifically named in Luke 3:8, with the forewarning that this covenant is 
dependent upon more than bloodlines.8 

 The words from Isaiah, quoted by John the Baptist, are a prophecy about the new age where the savior 
embodies justice and righteousness. Isaiah fits well with the New Testament Gospels in that many of its 
prophecies are reflected in the Gospels. Both Isaiah and Gospels are concerned with how God will bring 
justice and reconciliation to humanity.9  

 
Literary 

 After a distinctively Greek introduction that speaks to the well-educated citizens of the Greco-Roman era, 
the story of Jesus’s birth and childhood was in the style of the Greek translation of the Old Testament, 
which is commonly referred to as the Septuagint. Here the literary style shifts again to the more common 
Greek, and typically more secular form of Greek, known as Koine.10 
 Genre –Luke continues, as in the first chapter of the Gospel, to locate the salvation of the world in the 

salvation of Israel. Luke continues his account by placing John in historical context. Luke’s 
introduction was in a common style for prophets, recalling Jeremiah 1:1-3, Ezekiel 1:1-3, Hosea 1:1 and 
Isaiah 1. This signals that the figure entering (John) will be a prophet.11 The strong ties to the prophets 
of old, specifically Isaiah (Luke 3:4), signal that salvation for Israel is grounded in its history.  

 Authorial Intention – Both John and Jesus are intended to be shown in contrast to the ruling powers 
of the times; the rulers, governors and high priests are all named. Then Jesus and John are set up in 
contrast, beginning their ministry in the middle of the wilderness. 

 Audience– Luke’s audience of his “orderly account” was “concerned above all with persuasion, he has 
ordered the events of his narrative so as to bring out their significance, to persuade Theophilus.”12 This 
account is told in different styles (see above literary point) making it so that readers from different 
religious, ethnic and social backgrounds can relate to the story of Jesus.”13 

 
Common Misunderstandings 

 Interesting fact: peristera is usually only translated as “dove” but can also mean “pigeon.” This 
translation might change how we perceive the Holy Spirit.14 

 
More Information 

 Holy Spirit references and translations in both the Old and New Testament can be found at https://
bible.org/seriespage/1-holy-spirit-hebrew-bible-and-its-connections-new-testament 

 Why is the genealogy of Jesus Christ after his baptism? Scholarly answers found at http://
hermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/7939/why-does-the-genealogy-in-luke-come-after-jesus-
baptism 

 Definition of the word forerunner can be found here http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/
forerunner 
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Connections 
 

Narrative Lectionary Connections 
 Last Week (Luke 2:21-38)-When Jesus is brought to the temple to be dedicated to God, he recognized 

and named as the savior by two prophets, Anna and Simeon.  
 Next Week (Luke 4:14-30)-Jesus returns to his hometown Nazareth to proclaim that the salvation 

prophecies are fulfilled for all people, receiving violent reactions there. 
 Other Weeks: Jesus fulfillment of the prophecy to bring salvation to all people is generally accepted in 

Galilee, with the exception of Nazareth in Luke 2:21-38 (01/01/2017). Jesus begins to garner attention 
which helps him to find disciples in Luke 5:1-11(01/22/2017) and declare himself Lord of the Sabbath in 
Luke 6:1-11(01/06/2017). All of this recognition helps to shape his ministry of healing and forgiveness. 

 
Other Bible Connections  

 John the Baptist’s birth is foretold in Luke 1:8-17, where it is promised that John will bring many people of 
back to God, and make ready the people for the Lord.  

 In Genesis 17 God promises to bless all nations through Abraham. John the Baptist speaks of extending 
this Abrahamic blessing in Luke 3:8, where he says that God can and will raise up children of Abraham to 
bear fruit, a phrase which means behavior.15 

 The wilderness narrative of Exodus is recalled in this passage. John receives the Word of God, and begins 
preaching in the desert. Moses meets God in the burning bush of the desert in Exodus 3; then God leads 
the Israelites into the desert to escape Pharaoh in Exodus 13:18. 

 The parallel text about John the Baptist can be found in Matthew 3:1-12. 
 John the Baptist’s quote of Isaiah comes specifically from Isaiah 40:3-5 where comfort is promised to Israel 

and a savior is foretold.  
 

Thematic Connections 
 God is Revealed - God’s call to change our behavior to bear better fruit (Luke 3:9) is proclaimed by John 

the Baptist, who speaks to us being able to be baptized into this new life by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
(Luke 3:16)  

 Revelation of the Son of Man - Jesus is revealed to be from God and is anointed as such, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit and the proclamation of Jesus as the beloved Son of God (Luke 3:22). His power 
is foretold and affirmed by John the Baptist (Luke 3:16). 

 
Liturgical/Seasonal Connections 

 “The church has long understood the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ baptism as Epiphany texts, that is, as 
proclamations of God’s Christ to the world.”16 

 This date is sometimes celebrated as the Baptism of Our Lord. 
 

Hymns/ Music 
 John’s proclamation and prophetic voice can be heard in “Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice” or “Arise Your 

Light Is Come!”  
 Hymns that reference the Holy Spirit being present include “Spirit” and “Spirit of God, Unleashed on Earth.” 
 Hymns about Jesus’s Baptism are “When for Us You Were Baptized,” “Lord, When You Came to Jordan,” and 

“When Jesus Came to Jordan.” 
 Hymns that remind us of God’s covenant with Abraham and Israel include “Father Abraham Had Many 

Sons” and “God of Our Fathers, Whose Almighty Hand.” 
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Media Connections 
 Epiphanies and truthtelling is illustrated in The Emperor’s New Clothes https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=wng-eSUk9I0  
 Godspell’s “Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord” original cast recording; https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=kuUl522_8jQ 
 Links to Martin Luther King Jr’s “I Have a Dream” speech transcript and video, which quote Luke 3 (p. 5) 

and prophesies about the vision of the Kingdom http://columbiaconnections.org/2015/10/08/about-that
-time-my-child-very-nearly-lit-the-church-on-fire/ video available http://www.christianpost.com/news/
martin-luther-king-jr-i-have-a-dream-speech-full-text-transcript-mlk-jr-day-2014-celebrated-across-america-
full-speech-video-112954/ 
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