
Central Family, 

Every now and then we will all face important days or times in our lives. These important times come for 
lots of different reasons. The important times can be wonderful events like a wedding, a graduation, or a 
new baby. The important times might because of significant difficulties or even something tragic. 
Regardless of the reason for the important time, we need to pay attention and be engaged when they 
occur so that we respond fully and appropriately, whether that means celebrating, crying, or digging in to 
deal with something challenging or difficult. 

In early March of 2015, Central’s Elders gathered for our normal 
monthly meeting. The meeting started what I believe is an important 
time for us as a church. During the meeting, Pastor Mike shared with us 
some important things he was learning about the life cycle of 
organizations, ministries, and churches in the coaching program he was 
a part of in 2014-2015. His sharing led the Elders to do an evaluation 
exercise. The basic question was: where is Central on the life cycle 
curve? 

I found it to be a serious and sobering meeting. Each Elder marked on the curve where he felt Central was. 
Then we discussed our collective reaction. In short, we concluded we were not fully being the church God 
called us to be. Though we have made progress as a church over the last 8 years since similar evaluations 

were done, we clearly were not where we want to be, nor where we 
believe God is calling us to be. 

As we discussed in the special business meeting on May 3 and the first 
part of the annual business meeting on August 30, the Elders 
collectively discerned the pressing need to answer what we believe 
was a question from God: Can we clearly express our identity as a 
church? 

Over the last 9 months, the Elders have been working together to discern God’s answer to our identity 
question. This process involved a day-long retreat in June with assistance from Dr. James Eckman, President 
Emeritus of Grace University, as well as follow-up meetings. The Elders believe it is of the utmost 
importance that we as a church know our identity – identity that comes from God. 
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We want to share with you the answer we believe God has given 
us to the identity question. The answer comes in the form of four 
values we believe God wants to be true of Central and each 
person who calls Central home. Here are the values: 

(1) We Love God – In response to who God is and what He has 
done and continues to do for us, we love God with our whole 
selves. We strive to be a community that encourages each 
other to be lovers of God in our daily lives. Deuteronomy 6:5; 
Mark 12:29-31; 1 John 4:7-12. 

(2) We Trust the Bible – We believe the God we love has 
revealed Himself through the Bible – His living Word given so 
all may know Him. As His active instrument that speaks to the 
core of our beings, we depend on it as our final authority to 
comfort, guide, and equip us for life. Psalm 119:105; 2 
Timothy 3:15-4:2; Hebrews 4:12. 

(3) We Believe God Answers Prayer – Because we need God’s 
involvement, our ministry and our lives are saturated with 
prayer. We pray because we long to align our lives with His 
will, confident He hears and answers those prayers. Matthew 
6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4; Luke 18:1-8; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; 
Philippians 4:6-7; 1 Peter 5:7  

(4) We Encourage Others to Follow Jesus—As a result of God’s 
love, we invest in people’s lives and share the story of Jesus so 
they may believe and follow Him. Together, we become 
involved in His Mission. Matthew 28:18-20;  
2 Corinthians 5:18-20; Titus 3:5; Acts 1:8; Colossians 1:28 

It is not unusual in churches of our age, 142 years old in January, to be unclear on this identity issue. A lot 
of churches of varying ages have, are, and will be wrestling with this issue. Sadly, some choose not to 
address the issue, and the result usually means the church no longer exists after a period of time. We are a 
long way from that, but knowing what inaction could lead to, underlines the importance of what we are 
seeking to do as a church going into 2016. 

A quick description of what the Elders are praying for and are now 
asking you to join in is what might be called a rebooting of Central. 
Much like a computer, tablet, or phone that is working, but not as 
well as it should and thus needs to be rebooted, we believe Central 
needs to be re-booted. Now it is one thing to reboot a computer, but 
how do you reboot a church? 

Honestly, we do not totally know how to reboot a church. And we have not found someone who does. But 
we do believe the head of the Church, the Lord Jesus, is calling us to take some steps to start the process. 
We are confident there will be more to process than what we know right now, we just do not know what 
the more is yet. 
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We are asking the whole Central Family to participate by following these steps: 

Our Identity: 

(1) 31 Days of Prayer – we are asking everyone who calls Central his or her church home to be praying 
for Central each day during the month of January. To help encourage that the elders have 
developed a prayer guide structured around the four core values we believe God has given us to 
answer our identity question. The Prayer Guide is available on our website. You can access it 
through this link: insert link here. If you would prefer a paper copy, we will have some available in 
the Hub starting on December 20. 

(2) Be part of the January message series that will walk through our Four Core Values. If you will not 
be able to come each Sunday, please listen to the messages on the website (insert link here). Each 
week’s message will be on the website by Monday at noon. 

(3) Please use the questions that will be attached to the message outline for personal or group study. 
We believe the study questions will help each of us personalize and apply these values in our lives. 

(4) Please participate in a special Night of Prayer on January 31. We will gather from 6:30 to 8:00 pm 
to pray. The Night of Prayer will include a variety of prayer stations that will include some type of 
exercise to stimulate reflection and meditation that leads to prayer. We will share more details 
about this night as the date gets closer. 

We do know that there will need to be more to this process than these first four steps. As we pray together 
as a church family, we believe the Lord will lead us to discern more of what we need to do. 

It is the prayer of the Elders for Central to be all that God is calling us to be. We believe January 2016 will be 
an important time for Central as a church to begin the process of moving more toward what God is calling us 
to be. As we grow more certain of our identity, we will be of great use in participating in the gathering of 
new worshipers, promoting the growth of worshipers, and ultimately, glorifying God. We invite you and 
urge you to join us during this important time. 

Thank you for being part of Central. 

Pastor Lloyd 
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