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...for being a part of the Central family and for joining in these 31 
Days of Prayer. We pray the Lord will be working in us as a church so 
we will be the people and church He is calling us to be.

The Elders of Central



�� DAYS OF PRAYER
It has been common in our culture when a new year starts to make 
resolutions. Most often those resolutions are geared toward us 
becoming better people in some way, maybe in health, maybe 
concerning our finances, or maybe to be more thoughtful. Though 
that desire seems good, it does have an inherent weakness in it. The 
desire to be better through resolutions can overlook the undeniable 
importance and essential need for God in our lives.

A.W. Tozer started his book, The Knowledge of the Holy, by stating, “What 
comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important 
thing about us.” As the words of Romans 11:36 remind us: 

For from him and through him and to him are all 
things. To him be glory forever. Amen

God is the source of life (from Him), the sustainer of life (through 
Him), and the point of life (to Him). God is critical to life and thinking 
about Him so that our lives are shaped and honoring to Him seems 
really, really important. Too many things clamor for our attention and 
seemingly offer us benefits and better lives. But do they? Thoughts can 
be pulled by those things, they do not offer us what God offers us in 
Christ.

Given that, what better way to start a new year than by committing the 
first month to focus each day on God? Through the help of a number 
of people in our Central Family, we offer this 31 Days of Prayer guide 
to give us the chance to be renewed in our awe of His Majesty, to be 
embraced by the breadth and love of His Message, and to be challenged 
and encouraged to join in His Mission.

May these next 31 days be a catalyst the Holy Spirit uses to lead you to 
seek God’s face, hear of the wonder of His grace, and engage in His 
service for His glory and your good.



The prayer guide was designed using a 3 step approach to 
prayer that was shared in our January 2015 message series on 
prayer. This method of prayer was informed by the insight of  
people from church history like Martin Luther and John Owen.

Step #1 – Read a passage of Scripture

Each day there is a short section of Scripture for you to read. You may 
find benefit in slowly reading the passage aloud.

Step #2 – Meditate on the passage

Meditating involves two parts. One is asking what does the passage 
mean. 

The other part of meditating is to ask reflective questions through 
which the Holy Spirit can speak to us. The guide also includes a 
reflective time section each day that you can use.

Step #3 – In Response, Pray.

USING THIS PRAYER GUIDE



DAY �

Scripture – Isaiah 6:1-8

There are some passages of Scripture that have deeply gripped me. 
Isaiah 6 is one of those. In eight verses, the Holy Spirit inspired Isaiah 
to reveal to us the majesty of God, the message of God, and the mission 
of God.

The image of the first four verses is one of awesomeness. We see God 
as above and beyond everything. The repeated expression of “Holy, 
holy, holy” declares to us that God is completely holy. He is the most 
beautiful and magnificent being there is. We should be awed by that. 

Seeing God’s majesty made Isaiah profoundly aware of his own 
sinfulness. But though that should have been the end of Isaiah, God 
brought His message to Isaiah. God’s message does not ignore our sin, 
rather it confirms our sin. But that is not the end of the message. 

Undeservedly, God offers forgiveness. God’s message is a message of 
redemption and reconciliation and that message must be shared. So 
just like God took the initiative to declare His message, He starts His 
mission by asking who can He send? God wants the Good News to go 
forth and He calls His forgiven people to join His mission force.

I pray this 31 day prayer guide will drive us to be in awe of God’s majesty, 
to delight in His message, and to be compelled to share His Mission.

Reflective Questions - How much did you ponder God’s greatness in 
2018? What about God is beautiful to you? Have you considered how 
God’s message touches you at the depth of both who you are and your 
need? Can you join with Isaiah in being eager to serve God’s mission?

Lloyd Grant



For the next 10 days, the devotionals will strive to help you 
have glimpses into the incredibleness of God. To go back to 
the words of Isaiah 6 that you read on Day 1, we want you to 
travel with Isaiah into the temple and see the Lord high and 
lifted up. We pray that the foundations of the chair you sit in 
as your read these devotionals shake you a little as you hear, 
through the words of Scripture, “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD 
of hosts.”

This section focuses on the...



DAY �

Scripture – Psalm 8

In my Bible, Psalm 8 is summarized as “God’s Glory and Human 
Dominion.” David tells of where God’s majesty is seen: the praises 
of infants, the sky, God’s creation of humans, and the responsibility 
God gives to humans. Even the parts of the psalm describing human 
dominion are set within the context of God’s glorious name (or His 
character).

Read the psalm again, this time looking for how God’s majesty is 
described and what it means for us. Where do you see God’s power, 
wisdom, and plan for creation and for humanity (and therefore YOU)?

Back in December, I saw a line in an Advent reading by Jen Pollock 
Michel that reminded me of Psalm 8. Regarding the idea of God’s plan 
from the beginning to be With Us, she writes: “Scholars tell us that creation 
was not just a home for humanity, it was also a temple for God... Humanity’s 
home was God’s temple - God’s temple humanity’s home.”

This ties into the truth about who we are and who God is. According 
to 1 Peter 2, we are a royal priesthood, mercifully invited into God’s 
service. According to countless Old and New Testament passages 
about how creation points to God, we live in God’s temple. According to 
Jesus himself and much of the New Testament, God’s home or temple 
is also within us. Psalm 8 affirms God as the majestic creator of the 
universe. It affirms that He has had plans for the earth and for us from 
the beginning. And it reminds us that we can see this at any time by 
merely looking around.

Reflective Questions - Am I looking for and recognizing the 
evidence of God’s majesty all around me, and praising Him for it? Do I 
acknowledge my place in relationship to God - lowly, but crowned with 
honor? How do I undertake the responsibilities God has given me? 

Let’s pray today that God will help us walk in the truth of His Word. It 
may involve a meditative look around, confession, reading scripture, 
praying words of praise, or performing our regular responsibilities 
with greater care.

Kristen Henry



DAY �

Scripture – Exodus 15:1-21

This amazing passage on the Majesty of God comes on the heels of one 
of the greatest victories that Israel ever observed. You can almost hear 
Moses and Miriam recounting the details of how Egypt and its armies 
were swept in righteous anger by God into the sea, and the amazing 
victory this brought about for Israel and its citizens.

It is always easiest to rejoice over something that God has “done” rather 
than something He has still promised to do. Vicki and I recently sold 
our house and moved to Four Seasons. It is much easier to praise the 
Lord from the position of what has been done than to praise Him in the 
midst of what is still uncertainty.

Perhaps you are going through a time of uncertainty right now. 
Passages like this one are there to help keep your thoughts captive 
about the God we serve and His sufficiency to complete the task. When 
the enemy whispers in our ear to cast doubts, it is always prudent to 
take time out and reflect on other victories that God has brought about, 
just like this one. Our God’s majesty has no limits!!!

Reflective Questions - How are you doing in your walk with the Lord 
right now? Are you going through times of uncertainty where you 
need a little help in trusting that God really has your best interests at 
heart? What can you glean from this passage that might help with that? 
Where in your life do you need God to encourage or perhaps re-affirm 
you that He will complete the task your life is involved in?

Daryl Anderson



DAY �

Scripture – Exodus 19:9-25

God is calling the nation of Israel through Moses at Mount Sinai to 
establish the Mosaic covenant with Israel. The people must prepare for 
this encounter by consecrating, or cleansing themselves to be in God’s 
presence. Then God appears in thunder, lightning, a thick cloud, fire 
and smoke, and the whole mountain trembled (see also Isaiah 6:1-7). 
The people must not approach beyond a certain point or die.

We will never fully appreciate the full extent of the Gospel and worship 
God in “white-hot” worship if we do not see the depths of our sin in 
contrast to how infinitely holy and awesome and powerful our God is, 
as illustrated in this passage. Without the gift of Christ’s righteousness 
covering us, God is unapproachable, and we cannot fix this separation 
on our own.

Reflective Questions - Am I willing to get past my pride and self-
righteousness and see who I am in comparison to an eternal, infinite, 
holy God and fall on Christ, who died for me?

Dale Holdiman



DAY �

Scripture – Exodus 34:1-9

The Israelites were a “stiff-necked people” and they desperately needed 
a second chance. Sound familiar? My actions and behavior can be 
the epitome of “stiff-necked” at times. I am stubborn to the point of 
foolishness - which is a sin.

Can I have a second chance, as did the Israelites? Thankfully, yes. Jesus 
selflessly gave His life for my second chance, revealing His majesty to 
me through His forgiveness.

Moses’ face did not shine the first time he came down from that 
mountain. But after God’s majesty (within the power of His Name) 
had passed before him, Moses face “shone because he had been talking 
with God.”

Beloved, if you have asked our Holy Savior for forgiveness, Christ has 
passed before you in a similar way and His majesty is all over you. God’s 
majesty, reflected on the face of Moses, made the Israelites conscious 
of their unworthiness before a holy God. But the majesty of Jesus gives 
life - the sin of those of us who behold Him in our hearts has been 
removed and we are no longer condemned!

Ponder the majesty of Jesus today and all that means to you and others 
with whom you share this life. The majesty of God and His Christ is the 
perfect cure for the human heart.

Reflective Questions - Do you think of our King, Jesus Christ, as 
being so majestic that He can’t give you His personal attention? Or do 
you believe His majesty to be so “friendly” toward His saved that you 
can speak with Him, as Moses did?

Ta’Mara Hanscom



DAY �

Scripture – 1 Chronicles 29:10-18

What makes God so great and majestic? Our analysis or the prowess 
of our intellect? Or is it God’s character of who He is? David was wise 
to give glory to God in the prayer he offered to God as the result of the 
people of Israel giving sacrificially for building the Temple yet to come 
during the reign of Solomon.

In the prayer, David mentions these attributes of God: His eternality, 
His power, His greatness, His glory, His sovereignty, His authority over heaven 
and earth. This was just in verse 10 and 11.

David continues in verse 12 to assign Israel’s blessings of material 
wealth to God who makes great the resources to sustain the affairs of 
life and worship. David, in conclusion, says to God, “We thank  You”  
(v. 13). David goes on to give “praise” for “God’s glorious name.”

However, in the midst of David’s prayer of praise to God, he is 
awestruck. How is it that God enables David and the people, who feel 
like they are strangers and sojourners, to become generous givers? The 
gifts to God for the “house” of God are from God Himself.

Giving sincerely makes giving to God an act of worship.

Reflective Questions - What attribute of God comes to your mind 
when you think of the majesty of God? What attribute of God comes to 
your mind when you think of all the blessings you have received from 
God?

Jim Lewis



DAY �

Scripture –Psalm 24

When I am immersed in the problems and distractions of daily living, 
it’s difficult to be captivated by the majesty of God. The idea of “seeking 
His face” can seem too abstract, too mysteriously spiritual to be, well, 
... real. Actually, it’s not a natural thing to be spiritually perceptive. The 
apostle Paul said, “The natural person does not accept the things of the 
Spirit of God, ... and he is not able to understand them because they are 
spiritually discerned.” 

As fallen-but-redeemed Christ followers, we have to deliberately develop 
our capacity to tune in to spiritual things. God is speaking, but we need 
to learn to pay attention. Like a radio frequency that goes completely 
unnoticed until you dial into it, we have to be intentional about seeking 
God’s face - to choose to create a mental space for perceiving how He 
is revealing Himself. One of the best ways to do this is to let God reveal 
Himself in His creation. “The heavens declare the glory of God.”

Sometime today, (maybe, right now), go outside and look up to the 
heavens. Take a deep breath and sense your smallness before the “King 
of Glory”, the Creator of all this. “The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness 
thereof.” Quietly pay attention to your senses, and enjoy being full of 
wonder for the display set before you. Express your appreciation - not 
only for God’s majesty in creation but for his love in making it personally 
accessible to you. Jesus, our Immanuel, is the one with “clean hands 
and a pure heart”, who allows us to ascend to “His holy place,” despite 
our own lack of purity. Quietly receive and savor this undeserved gift 
as you bow before the majesty of God. 

Reflective Questions - In the quietness of peaceful gratitude, what is 
Immanuel saying to your heart? Pay attention. Listen.

Dan Rumberger



DAY 8

Scripture – Psalm 29

When we moved to Iowa from California I initially couldn’t understand 
why people were always talking about the weather. Growing up on the 
west coast there were three kinds of weather: hot, warm, or wet. I’d 
never heard a storm siren or seen a weather alert come up on the TV.

After 10 years, I get it.

The weather here is just plain scary. We know the power of storms: 
that wind, thunder, and lightning are all things to be respected. Do we 
feel the same way about God? It’s easy to enjoy God and think we know 
Him. We can make God convenient and safe. We get comfortable with 
Him.

But the Lord, as Psalm 29 describes Him, is far from safe and convenient. 
Re-read Psalm 29 and try to FEEL the ways God is described. Imagine 
what each statement sounds like and would make us feel. This is a 
terrifying picture of God’s power and might!

And then we read verse 11, the last verse of a short, intimidating 
chapter. In the face of this raw, furious power, what does the Lord do 
for us? He gives us strength and peace. The Lord gives us HIS strength 
and HIS peace. The only being with real power in this world looks at us, 
small inconsequential beings, and makes sure we can endure together 
with Him.

Reflective Questions - Take a brief minute to step outside. Look at the 
trees. Look at the sky. Breathe the air. Feel the delicateness of our lives. 
Go back inside and sit down. Now spend a minute on the idea that you 
are KNOWN by the God who created all that we experience.

How can a healthy and accurate perspective of God shape the ways we 
give glory and honor to our Creator? How does your worship of God 
need to reflect that better?

Mike Henry



DAY �

Scripture – Psalm 93

In recent years we have seen the devastation of tsunami wave 
formations. Many stories have come out of these occurrences. 
Destruction and terror had their way. Sometimes the tsunami would 
come in somewhat of a surprising arrival. And some would come 
under prediction and forecast. In both scenarios, there was frequently 
the sighting of a massive wall of swelling water in the distance. There 
was no stopping it. The roar became louder. The wall became higher... 
until it was upon the land.

Psalm 93 reveals the majesty and the reign of our God over all the 
earth... including the roaring ocean waves. This majesty and rule does 
not stop with the world of nature and earth’s many wonders.

Mighty waves and storms can come up against us physically as well 
as spiritually. Our God has reigned over those swells of sin, fear, 
shame, and hopelessness the same way He has power over the physical 
universe. He reigns because He created it, and He created you too.

Reflective Questions - Do you doubt God’s majesty and not believe 
that He reigns over ALL... including the spiritual battles that you are 
in? What aspects of your spiritual life do you refuse to turn over to the 
King of ALL?

Pat Walding



DAY ��

Scripture – Revelation 4

Like much of the book of Revelation, this passage is loaded with 
imagery from John’s visions inspired by the Holy Spirit. This chapter 
describes the scene of the heavenly throne with the majesty of God the 
Father on full display. 

I’ll be the first to admit I don’t completely understand the specifics of 
the thrones, torches, elders, and living creatures. But, as a follower of 
Christ and a worship leader, I am drawn to and overwhelmed by the 
words in verses 8 and 11.

We see the image of all the characters around the throne of God, day 
and night, never ceasing to proclaim the majesty of our Creator. They 
are bowing in submission to the eternal God that is worthy of all glory 
and  honor and power. They are recognizing that the God who was, who 
is, and who always will be has created all things. What is most striking 
to me is that by the very will of God things exist and are created.

Reflective Questions - Do you ever stop and ponder the fact that you 
exist because of the very will of God the Father? And if you truly exist by 
the very will of God, how should that affect you in your daily walk with 
God? When was the last time you prayed the words of verses 8 and 11 
back to the Lord?

Aaron Lincoln



DAY ��

Scripture – Revelation 5

“Worthy is the Lamb who was lain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
and might and honor and glory and blessing!” Revelation 5:12

Earlier in the 5th chapter of Revelation, John begins to weep because no 
one is found worthy to open the scroll which is the divine revelation 
of God. The unworthiness of all but one points to the supremacy of 
Christ. He is unmatched in heaven, on earth, or below the earth. 

Even though God’s ways are far above our ways, He desires to have 
a Father-child relationship with us. That in itself should cause awe in 
our hearts and minds, that a perfectly holy, just God would want to 
commune with our sinful selves. That wish is a testament to how great 
the love of God is for His created beings. I am thankful for His unending 
love, continuous mercy, and grace which is new every morning.

One of the things I struggle with is becoming too familiar in my prayer 
attitude with God which diminishes His greatness. To prevent this 
attitude creeping into my prayer life, it does help me to sing a praise 
song or start my prayers with praising Him and His unmatched 
character. It takes a concerted effort to not fall into the trap of making 
God smaller than He is and dishonoring His majesty.

As believers, we are called priests of God. That is a high calling. It 
requires a reverence unmatched in human relationships. He is the one 
who deserves our continuous praise.

Reflective Questions -  What can you do to nurture an awe and 
reverence for God as you pursue a relationship with Him through 
prayer?

Linda Holub



Applying the Majesty of God

Having spent the last 10 days reading, thinking, and praying about 
God’s Majesty, what now? What should you do with the experience and 
impact of the last 10 days? Suggestions of things you could do right 
now.

 ) Write three or four truths or characteristics about God that 
captivated your mind and imagination on a post-it note or 3x5 
card.

 ) Put the card or post-it note on your fridge, bathroom mirror, or 
in your car - somewhere you will look at it each day.

 ) Review those four things on Saturday night before you go to bed 
and Sunday morning when you get up.

 ) Ponder them and pray over them as you drive to Central and walk 
in to the sanctuary for the worship service.

 ) Do this for the next two months.

 ) Come back and ask, “How has this impacted worship in my life?”

If you would like to explore the Majesty of God more, check out:

 ) The Knowledge of God, by A.W. Tozier. It is an accessible and deep 
read on God’s majesty and how it affects every part of our daily 
lives.

 ) “Holiness,” by Matt Chandler is a 4-part sermon series available on 
RightNow Media. If you don’t have access to RightNow Media, 
send an email to cbc1@cbcsiouxcity.org, and we will get you set up.



This section focuses on the...

Seeing, hearing, smelling, and feeling the Majesty of God, 
marked Isaiah deeply. In his own words, “Woe is me! For I 
am lost; for I am a man of unclean life.” Seeing God should 
impact how we see ourselves. But seeing ourselves can leave 
us feeling lost. And honestly, the enemy of our souls is really 
okay with us feeling lost and hopeless.

God is not.

Part of the Majesty of God is the love and grace of God. So 
into Isaiah’s sense of desperation, God brings His Message. 
A message that speaks of His purpose for us, His love for us, 
and His plan to redeem, reconcile, and restore us. God wants 
us to know the touch of a burning coal on our lips. We pray 
the next 10 days will offer you a vista of looks at the Message 
of the Holy, Loving God.



DAY ��

Scripture – Genesis 1:26-28

Because man (male and female) was made in God’s image, implying 
human likeness to God, we have not only an earthly body and a soul, but 
we also possess a spirit capable of communing and fellowshipping with 
God. Since we are made in God’s likeness, our bodies are specifically 
planned to be most suited to this divine fellowship. Consider that we 
stand upright, we have emotions, we articulate through speech - none 
of these are shared by animals and other creatures.

Only we humans have the capacity for loving, worshipping, and 
glorifying God. We are to replenish and have dominion, as stewards 
under God, over the earth and its creatures. Note that no instruction 
was given to exercise dominion over other men. Had man not rebelled 
against God’s Word, all would have remained in perfect fellowship 
with God and, therefore, with one another.

Reflective Questions - What does it mean to you to be created in the 
image of God, and how does this knowledge impact the decisions you 
make each and every day? Does it cause you to treat others differently, 
be they humans, or animals, or the earth?

Father God, we praise You! What in incredible gift You have given us, 
to be created in Your image and fellowship with You! Please help us 
to daily consider this privilege. May we reflect You in our thoughts, 
words, and deeds. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Deb Sypersma



DAY ��

Scripture – Genesis 12:1-4

Genesis 12:1-4 shines a light on one of the most significant spiritual 
tensions woven throughout the Bible (faith and faithfulness), and it 
gives us an example of what a relationship with the Lord can be. 

To set up the context, consider the following scenario. You are 
considering a move due to a career opportunity. Such moves are more 
commonplace today than even a few generations ago. And it is right to 
consider God in making such a big decision. But now, consider making 
a move with no career opportunity. Consider leaving all you know, your 
support, your stability, your financial planning, and your family to move 
to an unknown with no earthly guarantees. Would you consider such a 
decision? Would you think such a decision to be foolish? Abram faced 
that decision.

Please see God’s mission for us in Genesis 12:1. Abram was living in his 
homeland, the place of his birthright when he was asked by God to move 
and leave his home. It was almost as if God asked, “Abram, show me your 
faith.” In verse four we see Abram’s response. He obeys. He shows God 
his faith. While God made many other promises in this passage, Abram 
had no guarantee they would come to pass. He stepped out in faith. Then 
God showed Abram His faithfulness. God kept every promise from His 
covenant with Abram. We know God tested his faith many more times, 
and that he failed some tests. But initially, Abram showed God his faith 
in obedience. Also, note that Abram’s faith was in action, not in passive 
thoughts or in words.

Reflective Questions - “SHOW ME YOUR FAITH, AND I WILL SHOW 
YOU MY FAITHFULNESS.”  What does this look like today for you? How 
do you respond? In words? In actions? When is the last time you have 
taken an active step of faith? Do you want to see God’s faithfulness? Or 
do you want to stay wrapped up in routine, comfort, stability, and safety? 

Please reflect upon the times in your life you have shown your faith and 
received God’s faithfulness. Pray for God to reveal ways you can actively 
show your faith. Then, when He provides an opportunity, do it and get 
ready to experience His faithfulness.

Shawn Meth



DAY ��

Scripture – Isaiah 9:1-7

Isaiah the prophet had the unenviable task of telling the nation of 
Israel to repent from their sin. He warned them of God’s judgment 
and punishment. He also gave great news about the Messiah and His 
Kingdom. 

The sin of Israel was causing darkness and despair, but Isaiah shared 
that this will not go on forever. Isaiah told of a time in the future when 
the people of Galilee would see a great light. The light will shine and 
enlarge the nation of Israel and the people will rejoice. He will break 
the yoke of slavery and lift the burden from their shoulders, His 
government and peace will never end.

We can look at Israel and wonder how they missed it. How did the 
nation of Israel miss the Light and take Jesus to the cross? Yet, Christ 
abides in us through the Holy Spirit and we can easily be entangled in 
sin and despair and lose our way. We allow Satan to attempt to steal 
the victory of the cross.

Reflective Questions - What is our excuse? Is it simply because we 
lost sight of the Light? When you feel anxiousness, doubt, and despair 
turn to this Light and give Jesus your burdens. Go to God in prayer 
and repent. Trust Him to be your Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, and Prince of Peace.

Fred Sweers



DAY ��

Scripture – Isaiah 52:13-53:12

If you are like me, when you read passages like this one in Isaiah you 
think that God does things “backwards.” The picture we have in these 
verses is a prophecy of Jesus coming as the suffering servant.

This suffering servant would not be remarkable in appearance or 
position. He is not the bodybuilding Jesus doing a push-up with a cross 
on His back that we saw on Christian t-shirts when we were growing 
up.

He would be intimately familiar with suffering and rejection. Which 
of us goes to the person we know, who is suffering the most and is constantly 
rejected, to get life advice?

When His slaughter is at hand He does not defend Himself. How many 
of us when we are getting “fleeced” can avoid protesting to God or to others?

But, through this “backwards” plan God is glorified and we are 
ultimately healed. It appears backwards to us because we value favor 
among men, we despise suffering, and we may be too concerned with 
defending ourselves when maligned. Jesus was our example as the 
suffering servant. This should cause us to re-evaluate our attitudes, 
goals, and desires.

Reflective Questions - What is an attitude, goal, or desire in your 
life that is backwards when compared to Jesus’ example? Ask the Holy 
Spirit to convict you of these things and ask for His help to turn around.

Luke & Deb Demarest



DAY ��

Scripture – Isaiah 59:14-21

The book, Piercing the Darkness by Frank Perretti, emphasizes the power 
of intercessory prayer in defeating Satan and his demons (Ephesians 
6:12). Similarly, Isaiah 59:16 states, “He saw that there was not one, he 
was appalled that there was not one to intervene.” So just as God saw 
there was not truth, honesty, righteousness, or justice in the fallen 
world, God’s mercy and grace pierced the darkness of sin to provide us 
with an intercessory for salvation... Jesus!

So what do you think we should do? Verse 17 states, “He put on 
righteousness as his breastplate, and the helmet of salvation on his 
head.” We are called to do the same. 

First, we must be ready to gird ourselves with the armor of God 
(Ephesians 6:13-18). Second, we must be diligent in preparing our 
hearts and minds for battle through prayer, not only in communication 
with God, but also intercessory prayer for others. Finally, we worship.

Oswald Chambers in My Utmost for His Highest states: “Worship and 
intercession must go together, the one is impossible without the other. 
Intercession means we rouse ourselves up to get the mind of Christ 
about the one for whom we pray.”

Reflective Questions - So then, what is God’s promise? Verse 21 tells 
us. God gives us His Spirit and His Words forever! Oh what a glorious 
gift where all we have to do is believe, pray, and worship! Will you 
commit this moment to do that?

Lord, thank you for sending Christ to intercede for me in my salvation. 
Please pierce my soul and lift me to faith, prayer, and worship to you, 
my glorious Savior. Amen

Brett Stanley



DAY ��

Scripture – Jeremiah 31:31-24

Jeremiah has a nickname: the weeping prophet. I suppose that is not a 
surprising name for the prophet who wrote the book of Lamentations. 
There is a lot of sorrow and heaviness in Jeremiah. And yet, in the verses 
you just read in Jeremiah 31, we encounter this incredible message of 
God.

Things had not been right between God and the people and honestly, 
things were not good with the people. They had broken the previous 
covenant with God. They had been like an adulterous wife who walked 
out on her husband. But out of the awesomeness of God, He offers a 
new covenant, one that He initiates and makes possible.

God will both forgive our sins and do a work in our lives. He will take 
His law from being an external weight that we are unable to carry, and 
instead transform it into an internal spark that creates within us a new 
desire of God and for His holiness.

As forgiven people in Christ, we will know God. Our sins and stubborn, 
hard-heartedness will be pushed into the past, purged from our 
present. God will not remember our sins, meaning He will not have to 
deal with us according to our sin. He takes care of that in Jesus. Instead, 
we can enjoy a relationship with God. What a message to hear! What a 
message to receive in Christ!

Reflective Questions - Have you considered yourself being like an 
adulterous wife to God, the faithful husband? How does that impact 
His creating a new covenant and forgiveness of sins? Do you sense a 
deepening desire for God and His holiness? Why or why not, if these 
verses are true?

Lee Beukelman



DAY ��

Scripture - Ezekiel 36:22-38

We must heed the message of this passage in its context. God will not 
act for our sake. He does it “for the sake of My holy name” (v. 22). His name 
is holy and He does it for His glory alone. “I will vindicate the holiness of 
My great name... the nations will know that I am the LORD... when I prove 
Myself holy among you in their sight” (v. 23). This is God’s purpose and 
promise. He “will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands, 
and bring you into your own land” (v. 24).

What God does for Israel as well as non-Jews is an act of grace and 
mercy. No one deserved these restoration promises (v. 32). A sovereign, 
holy God reached out to Israel in His incredible grace to save and restore 
them. The message of Ezekiel 36 applies to us today. Just as Israel will 
be cleansed, given a new heart and a new spirit, so are we when we 
have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb of God. 2 Corinthians 
5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has come.”

Reflective Questions - Jesus Christ came to give you eternal life. Have 
you personally experienced this “new heart” and “a new spirit”?

Heavenly Father, I lift up your holy name. I praise You for Your promise 
of eternal life with my Lord and Savior, Jesus.

Jeff Sypersma



DAY ��

Scripture – Micah 6:6-8

Who among us enjoys having our missteps, our faults, our sins pointed 
out to us? Our first response is often the discomfort of having to take 
an honest or dishonest look at ourselves. We may respond with a retort 
or an excuse. We want to defend ourselves; perhaps to even place part 
of the blame on our “revealer” by accusing them of misinterpretation 
of our words or actions. Micah’s mission was to proclaim the sins of 
Israel, but he also prophesied about the promised Messiah and His 
love and mercy. I imagine that not many Israelites sought his company 
or conversation. But, because Micah was an anointed “revealer,” we 
can trust that he was speaking God’s truths of God’s Promise, and 
convicting the Israelites of their blatant and rampant arrogance, 
idolatry, and injustice.

In response, it appears the Israelites believed that giving some of their 
material possessions, especially in great quantity or of great personal 
value would appease God, would set things right. But the words in this 
passage state what God truly desires from us to please Him, to set us 
on the path He desires: “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what 
does the LORD require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?” Micah 6:8

As children of the Promise, believers and followers of the LORD Jesus 
Christ, we have the profound privilege and blessing of having the life 
of Christ within us, and through this LIFE we are able to do justice, to 
love with kindness, and to walk as humbly as God would have us for 
His Glory and the good of others! Praise His Holy Name! 

Reflective Questions - What is my first response to a comment or 
accusation that causes discomfort? Am I reflective or reactive to the 
comments or accusations of others? Do my thoughts, words, and deeds 
reveal the life of Christ within me for His glory and the blessing of 
others?

Peg Roush



DAY ��

Scripture – Matthew 4:12-17

As a kid growing up, I was never very fond of the dark. It was more 
than the not being able to see where I was, or where I was going... 
honestly, I was afraid. Several years back a highlighted item on my 
Haiti packing list was a flashlight. Candidly, a separate flashlight is 
not something I had sitting around. Most of us have one on our phone 
and it is usually adequate for our needs. In Haiti, it is a different deal. 
When the sun goes down, it gets dark, really dark. I was very thankful 
for my flashlight. One of my big takeaways from my trips is that this 
physical darkness enables the spiritual darkness... you can feel it.

In our passage, we are introduced to people who are “dwelling in 
darkness.” The Good News for them is that there is a great light 
coming and shining on them. It is the beginning of Christ’s ministry 
and His call to repentance. Christ’s call to repentance then leads to the 
invitation to serve with Him.

Light always wins. I always felt better holding my physical dad’s hand 
in the dark. How much better life is holding my heavenly Father’s hand 
through eternity. I don’t know about you, but I prefer to live in the light. 
May we all be drawn closer to the source of our salvation, the light of Jesus  
Christ.

Reflective Time - Why do some folks prefer to live in darkness? What 
might cause me to want to dwell in the dark from time to time? What 
spiritual steps should I be taking daily to live in the light?

Mark Stuck



DAY ��

Scripture – John 3:16-18
16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 
him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s 
one and only Son.

Did I just read that? Did God actually give up His only Son to provide a 
path of salvation for us all? 

I struggle with the notion that I could possibly give up my only child to 
help save someone who had rejected me. It just doesn’t seem to add up. 
Why give up something so precious to rescue another person that has 
turned away? 

Did I also read that I have two choices? Either believe in God’s plan or 
stand condemned for not believing?

Reflective Questions - Do we really BELIEVE in Him? Do we really 
TRUST His plan? Do we really LOVE the people that God “so loved” 
enough to give His only Son?

Dear Lord, please help my unbelief. Please help me see with Your eyes 
and love with Your heart. May I learn how to look past my self-centered 
focus and learn how to give to others what I treasure the most.

Don Cork



Applying the Message of God

Having spent 10 days reading, thinking, and praying around God’s 
Message, what now? What should you do with the experience and 
impact of the last 10 days? Suggestions of things you could do right 
now.

 ) Write down as briefly and clearly as you can, God’s message to 
His people, both in the Bible and today.

 ) From that summary, ask yourself the following questions:

 * How should I view myself based on what God says about me 
in that message?

 * How should I think about the people I care for?

 * How should I think about the people I DON’T care for? 
Where do I need the Holy Spirit to change how I view people 
I struggle with, based on God’s message?

 * How can that summary help me bring spiritual and biblical 
truths into my conversations this week?

If you would like to explore the Message of God more, check out:

 ) What Is the Gos•pel?, book by Greg Gilbert. It is a brief, yet thorough 
overview of the Gospel.

 ) www.gotquestions.org - Do you have a question about God, Jesus, 
the Bible, or theology? Do you need help understanding a Bible 
verse or passage? This website/app is a good resource.



This section focuses on the...

The story of Isaiah 6 does not end with Isaiah receiving God’s 
message. 

Isaiah receives a new story because of God’s message.

Maybe it would be more accurate to say he received a new 
commission. Through the conversation about the Trinity 
in Isaiah 6:8, the question is asked, “who will go for us?” As a 
recipient of God’s message, Isaiah is eager to take up the call 
to go for God. Our God is a GOING God. And He is calling 
His people to join Him in that mission. We pray these final 10 
days will open or re-open your ears to the Trinity’s question 
“who will go for us?” and inspire you to answer with Isaiah, 
“Here I am! Send me.”



DAY ��

Scripture – Matthew 4:18-20

Earlier, Andrew had introduced his brother Peter to Jesus (John 
1:35-42). Commentators say this initial Jesus encounter must have 
profoundly impressed them, for Peter and Andrew immediately left 
their livelihood of being fishermen to instead follow Jesus and fish for 
people - to do the work of evangelism.

Matthew Henry points out that Jesus didn’t go to Herod’s court or to 
the chief priests, but to humble fishermen, choosing the foolish things 
of the world to confound the wise. “Those who are to fish for men, must 
therein follow Christ, and do it as He did, with diligence, faithfulness, 
and tenderness.”

While not all of us have the spiritual gift of evangelism, we are all to “do 
the work of an evangelist” (2 Timothy 4:5).

Charles Spurgeon said, “No nets can entangle those whom Jesus calls 
to follow Him. They come straightaway; they come at all cost; they 
come without a question; ... they come to follow their leader without 
stipulation or reserve. Lord, cause me ever to be your faithful and 
unhesitating follower as long as I live! May no nets detain me when 
You call me!”

Yes, it’s true that, for some, obeying Jesus may mean giving up our 
current livelihood. But more likely, Jesus wants us to fish for people 
right where we are, staying in our current situation.

Reflective Questions -  Since it is Jesus Himself who makes us fishers 
of people, how closely are we following Him? Is He first in everything?

Mark Wilson



DAY ��

Scripture – Matthew 9:35-38

One of the joys of serving in the mission of God is knowing that Jesus 
Christ has gone before us and set an example that we can follow. 
Matthew records the METHOD Jesus employed in His mission on earth. 
He went through all the towns and villages teaching and preaching.

His mission also involved proclaiming a MESSAGE. It was the good 
news of salvation through faith and the imminence of God’s coming 
kingdom. This message was accompanied by miracles to show that the 
messenger could be trusted and that the good news was indeed good 
news.

Then Matthew wanted his readers to see the MOTIVE of Jesus as He 
carried out his mission. He was moved by compassion for lost sinners 
who needed a shepherd for their souls. 

Then Jesus Himself reminded His disciples that prayer is an important 
MEANS for seeing the mission of God fulfilled here on earth. 

How wonderful that we can follow in His footsteps and employ His 
method, message, motive, and means as we follow Him into God’s 
mission!

Reflective Questions - What methods can you employ to bring the 
good news to others? Can you articulate the message of the Gospel in a 
few short paragraphs? How does seeing the Lord’s heart of compassion 
motivate you to share your faith? How can you structure your prayers 
now that you see it’s a powerful means of advancing the mission of 
God?

Mike Walsh



DAY ��

Scripture – Matthew 28:16-20

Jesus’ last words became lasting words. Good communicators use 
repetition effectively. Good readers develop a sharp eye for repetition 
to increase retention. Notice how Matthew bookends his lengthy 
Gospel account with the authority of Jesus Christ.

Chapter 1 begins with Jesus’ genealogy showing His right to the throne 
of David’s dynasty and His link to Abraham’s lineage. Chapter 28 ends 
with the resurrected King’s authoritative and strategic conclusion.

The Lord laces His words together with repetition. Some refer to this 
as the “All-ness Passage” because of all the all’s. Can you identify all 6 of 
them before reading below?

• Jesus came to all 11 disciples and said to them,

• “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

• Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,

• baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit (all of the Trinity)

• teaching them to obey all that I have commanded you

• and behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

What a reassuring commission! Jesus’ exit strategy actually began in 
chapter 10. There, He instructed the 12 to make disciples and authorized 
them to go do so. Here, He exhorts them to keep going in order to make 
disciples of all nations.

Reflective Questions - Who did God use to help you become a 
disciple? Who could you begin to share your story with? Have you been 
baptized? What have you learned to obey recently?

Fred Young



DAY ��

Scripture – Luke 24:36-49

Several years ago, friends in the States contacted us seeking advice. 
Their son wanted to go to France as part of a short-term summer 
mission group. However, their pastor was against the son going? Why? 
“You will spend a lot of money to go to France and no one will be saved 
anyway - it is France,” i.e. “it is not worth the money.”

Throughout history, God has never put a price on the soul of anyone; 
never asked how much money it would take to bring one person in - 
name your country or relationships - to give their heart to the Lord Jesus. 
God does not have a financial accountant in Heaven determining the 
cost factors of evangelizing a particular people group. And so, to say it 
is not worth the money to go to a difficult mission area is really going 
against the love, grace, and command of the Lord Jesus.

In today’s Scripture reading, Jesus has an intimate moment with His 
disciples. After convincing them that He was truly alive, He ate a meal 
with them and then gave what is usually called The Great Commission. 
He told them to take the news of all they heard and witnessed to all 
nations. Does this mean France? Iran? Serbia? Muslims? Hindus? 
Buddhists? How about you and me? Yes, it does. Jesus died for all, no 
matter one’s language, skin color, culture, or religion. How foolish of 
us to decide who should hear the Message based upon some arbitrary 
financial return.

Reflective Questions - France is a very tough place to share the 
Message. How many of us are like the aforementioned pastor and 
believe it is not worth the cost of going because “they will not believe 
anyway?” Or, like Jonah, is there a people or religious group you believe 
should never hear the Good News of Jesus? What would it take to 
change your mind and begin praying for that group, supporting those 
already working there, and/or going there yourself?

Doug Hamm



DAY ��

Scripture – John 20:19-23

WILL YOU ACCEPT THE MISSION?

Discouragement, disillusionment, doubt. Behind locked doors, fearful 
of what the future might hold, the disciples sat wondering how the 
events of the past few days could really be God’s plan. In that rock-
bottom moment, Jesus himself appeared. “Peace be with you!” He 
proclaimed. If there was ever a moment when peace was needed, it was 
then.

The concept of God’s peace is two-fold. First, there is the peace that 
surpasses all understanding (Philippians 4:7) and brings comfort to a 
troubled soul. The disciples surely needed this kind of peace. However, 
there is a second kind of peace with God that the resurrection makes 
possible. Through faith in Jesus’ atoning sacrifice, a sinner can be 
declared righteous, or in other words, “at peace with God” (Romans 
5:1).

In the locked room, after He declared, “Peace be with you,” Jesus went 
on to say, “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” Not only did 
Jesus comfort His disciples with His peace, but He also entrusted them 
with a mission to tell others how to have peace with God. He gave the 
Holy Spirit to empower them to complete the task of making disciples 
of all nations.

I’m thankful they accepted the mission, aren’t you?

Reflective Questions -In what aspect of your life are you experiencing 
discouragement, disillusionment, doubt, or fear? Have you asked God 
for His peace? Do you have the peace with God that comes through 
believing in Christ for salvation? Will you accept God’s mission? With 
whom might God want you to share the Good News of His peace?

Doug Baker



DAY ��

Scripture – Acts 1:6-11

Jesus’ disciples ask a logical question. “Your kingdom... now?” According 
to Matthew, He talked to the people about the kingdom of heaven forty-
nine times. And now He has spent forty days talking again, about 
(verse 3) the kingdom of God. Jesus doesn’t answer their question about 
“when,” but brings them to the next step in the plan.

He expands their perspective to include, not just the nation of Israel, 
but the whole world - Gentiles and all. And the only way to accomplish 
that is to wait for the power of the Holy Spirit.

His MISSION is to expose Himself and His salvation to the whole 
wide world. After all, He came not to condemn the world, but to save 
it! Carrying out His mission is impossible apart from the power and 
direction of His Holy Spirit.

These were Jesus’ last words to His disciples. We, like they, need to pay 
special attention to them. His last teaching of the disciples was in the 
upper room (see John 14-16). There He told them about the importance 
of the Holy Spirit and what He will do after Jesus’ departure. Jesus told 
them that apart from Him they could do absolutely nothing. Without 
His power, we can do absolutely nothing.

Reflective Questions - What spiritual activities have you done in your 
own strength instead of depending on the Holy Spirit to enable you to 
do them? What is the next step of faith He wants you to take choosing 
to depend on the Holy Spirit for guidance and power?

Dan Brygger



DAY ��

Scripture – Acts 4:23-31

What do you do when you are in a difficult place, facing opposition or 
challenges, but are convinced the steps you are taking are the right ones?

The early church and followers found themselves in that place. Compelled 
and inspired by the Holy Spirit, Peter and John were preaching the Good 
News of Jesus. They were arrested and jailed. The next day they were 
brought before the Jewish leaders and were commanded not to teach or 
speak the name of Jesus, threatened and released (for more details read 
Acts 3:1-4:31).

We read their response and the response of the church in our passage 
today.

 ) They “raised their voices together in prayer.”
 ) They acknowledged that:

 * God is Sovereign - God is bigger than any difficulty, opposition 
or challenge we may face.

 * God has a plan - to bring salvation through Christ.
 * While people may oppose God and His plan, nothing will stop or 

thwart the mission of God.
 ) They asked for God’s presence and boldness to continue - regardless 

of the threats, opposition, or difficulties they faced, they continued 
to demonstrate and share the Good News of Jesus. 

We know the rest of the story because we are here today, the church 
continued. They boldly spoke God’s Word and the Message of Christ 
because God was with them, through the presence of the Holy Spirit.

Reflective Questions - We are all called to share Christ and be a part of 
God’s mission to the world. What does that mean in your life? What are 
the challenges you face as you follow Jesus and represent Him in your 
world? What is your response? Are you praying individually and with 
others? Are you asking God for His presence and for the Holy Spirit to 
guide and lead you?

Find at least one other person today and pray for each other and the 
challenges you face as a follower of Jesus, following the outline of Acts 
4:24-30.

Bill Sautter



DAY ��

Scripture - Acts 13:1-3 

Exercise caution in developing a relationship with God, because a person 
never knows into what costly challenges He may call them. The leaders 
of Antioch community church experienced this truth for themselves in 
Acts 13:1-3. Jesus shapes hearts in the messy community known as the 
local church. A brief glance at the titles and names Luke records shows 
that God had gathered a fascinating set of characters in this particular 
church. 

Christian growth only really happens when building healthy attachments 
to a local body of disciples such as this, and diversity amplifies its impact. 
This assortment of leaders was also highly committed to growing their 
relationship with God. As a group, they were practicing worship. Can you 
imagine yourself with them as they recite a liturgy, read some Scripture 
from a codex, or sing a chant? Shockingly, they were also fasting from 
food as a way of focusing their trust on God. 

Engaging in spiritual disciplines can demonstrate that a people are 
serious about listening to God together. Not surprisingly, God the Holy 
Spirit answered them, though His answer was probably not what they 
were expecting. He directed them to dispatch two of their core leaders, 
one senior and one up-and-coming, to embark upon a dangerous mission 
trip. The mission of God and prayer are always to be intertwined, so they 
prayerfully obeyed, ordaining Barnabas and Saul for this challenging 
duty. 

If a local church takes building relationships with one another and God 
seriously, they never know how God may choose to use them to advance 
His mission. Remember, one of these new missionaries was in the 
process of becoming the Apostle Paul.

Reflective Questions - How are you practicing spiritual disciplines 
together with others in the church? What costly step into mission 
involvement is God calling you to take through your relationship with 
Him? What vision for missions engagement is the Holy Spirit giving 
Central this year? 

Jon Pennington



DAY ��

Scripture – Romans 10:8-17

When speaking of missions, we Christians are fond of encouraging 
people to, “Go! And if you can’t go, send!” Sending and praying are 
absolutely essential for, and gratefully received by, all missionaries, 
but they don’t preclude GOING.

Nowhere does Jesus say, “SOME of you go into all the world and make 
disciples of all nations, and the rest of you can SEND.”

What does this mean for us? Each believer goes into the world everyday 
as His representative, His light-bearer, His truth -proclaimer. We have 
neighbors, classmates, co-workers, friends, acquaintances, family, 
strangers, all of whom we interact with. 

If we have believed in Jesus Christ, we cannot help but agree that “Jesus 
is Lord” - in the way we live before others, and then in the way we speak 
about Him. With our hearts, we believe, and with our mouths, we 
confess the truth about Him.

Reflective Questions - Am I being real before others in trusting Christ 
in the good times and in the bad? Does my life proclaim faith in Him? 
And am I willing to SPEAK the truth about Him in ways that people can 
hear, that speak into their lives?

Pam Bennett



DAY ��

Scripture –  Corinthians 5:18-21

The message of reconciliation is the Gospel message of peace and 
hope. Though we have received these gifts, living out these truths 
is not always easy. Peace and hope can only come through us being 
reconciled to God and to one another. In our sinful state, we pursue 
our own agendas that separate us from God and from one another.

Paul Tripp states in his book, Come Let Us Adore Him, “Sin pulls us away 
from God’s kingdom and produces in us an obsessive allegiance to 
our little kingdom of one.” Our lives end up being malnourished and 
anemic by us pursuing our own personal plans and agendas. God in 
His grace and goodness does not allow us to remain in our state of 
pledging allegiance to the kingdom of ourselves. 

In enters suffering and opposition, they lift our eyes from our petty 
agendas to see the wholeness, health, and bounty of a life lived in 
reconciliation to God and to others. Suffering and opposition help 
us to see the finite and selfish state of our lives. They help us see the 
peace and hope that we can experience and share when we pursue 
reconciliation under the flag of our Savior, the One who knew no sin 
but became sin so that we might become the righteousness of God.

Reflective Questions - In what ways can you see God’s loving hand 
bringing suffering and/or opposition into your life so that there is 
reconciliation? 

What is a practical step you can take to see suffering and opposition 
not as a negative, but as a gift from God to do a work in your life so that 
you can see the fullness of God’s kingdom and live a life reconciled to 
God and those around you?

May we be ambassadors of reconciliation together, for the glory of our 
risen Savior.

Kerri Grant



Applying the Mission of God

Having spent the last 10 days reading, thinking, and praying around 
God’s Mission, what now? What should you do with the experience and 
impact of the last 10 days? Suggestions of things you could do right 
now.

 ) In a paragraph or even a few key words, summarize God’s 
Mission.

 ) Take out your schedule and ask:

 * How am I spending time beholding God’s Majesty and being 
renewed by His Message?

 * Where does God’s Mission get expressed in my schedule?

 * Do I need to make adjustments so God’s mission has a 
growing role in my life? What adjustments do I need to make?

 * Where do lost people, who need to hear God’s Message, fit 
into my life?

 * How am I investing time being discipled and discipling other 
followers to care about God’s Mission?

 ) From now until Easter, pray for:

 * Opportunities to share God’s Majesty and Message with lost 
people.

 * To encourage other followers in carrying out God’s Mission.

 ) If you would like to explore the Mission of God more, check out:

 * Lifein6words.com - This is a beautiful and simple way to 
understand a summary of the Gospel. They have tools to help 
you join in God’s Mission!




