
Matthew 1 O Come O Come Emmanuel Message Follow-Up Questions  

(1) Please consider some words from O Come O Come Emmanuel – Captive, mourns, lonely exile, 
gloomy clouds, death’s dark shadow, earthly strife. Do those words seem to fit with the idea of 
rejoicing? Why or why not? What do you normally connect rejoicing with? Why does the song 
suggest we should rejoice in the midst of tough stuff? 

 
 
 

(2) Please read Genesis 3:15. What does this suggest about the story of the Bible? What about 
Genesis 12:1-7? Or 2 Samuel 7:4-16? What is your response to what those verses suggest? What 
does that tell us about God? 

 
 
 

(3) Does the Bible suggesting God has a plan and that He makes promises to people create any 
tension for you? Why? Please read Matthew 1:18-19. How do you think Joseph felt at the time 
of these verses? What should we do with those feelings? What do Psalm 13:1-4 suggest we do? 
Does that seem like enough? Why or why not? 
 

 
 

(4) Please read Matthew 1:20-21. Why did the angel go to the issue of sin right away? What does 
that suggest about God, us, and sin? Why is sin such a big deal to God? 
 

 
 

(5) Please read Isaiah 7:1-17. Why was Ahaz so scared in verse 2? How would you feel if a prophet 
came and spoke to you? How would you expect Ahaz to respond to the message of verses 4-7? 
Where might Ahaz be lacking (verse 9)? Why did God offer a sign in verse 11? Why did Ahaz 
refuse (verse 12)? How did God respond in verse 13? What is at least part of the message of 
Emmanuel? 
 
 
 

(6) Please read Matthew 1:22-23. What was the intention of Matthew calling Jesus Emmanuel? If 
God is present, is that a good thing or a bad thing? 
 
 
 

(7) Please read Galatians 5:16-26. How can we live in the awareness of the presence of God? What 
does the Holy Spirit’s presence lead to? How might that impact our heartaches and brokenness? 
 
 
 


