
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h   
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y      

 

Beloved Family, 

I say it every year: to me, September often feels more like the start of a new year than 
January. I may not see the leaves turn colors as brightly as they did in the northeast, 
but all around us are signs of the changing season. May you see these signs, and may 
they be a blessing over you: 

 

O God of Creation, you have blessed us 

With the changing of the seasons. 

As we embrace these autumn months, 

May the earlier setting of the sun 

Remind us to take time to rest. 

May the crunch of the leaves 

Beneath our feet remind us 

Of the brevity of this earthly life. 

May the steam of our breath 

In the cool air remind us that it is you 

Who give us your breath of life. 

May the scurrying of the squirrels and 

The migration of birds remind us 

That you call us to follow your will. 

We praise you for your goodness forever and ever. 

Amen.      

-author unknown 

 

I pray that this autumn blesses you with a harvest of your own. Our church certainly 

has many blessings to celebrate, and I invite you to peruse this newsletter and see how 

God is at work here in our community. Ask yourself, where is God calling me to par-

ticipate? How can I heed that call as the “new year” begins? I regularly ask myself 

these questions, and I am so grateful that we have been called to do this work togeth-

er. 

 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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 Sunday Worship P a g e  2 

Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 4:  13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy 30: 15-20 Choose life and prosperity or death and adversity; obey the Lord. 
Psalm  1   Those who delight in God’s law will prosper like trees by the water. 
Philemon 1-21   Paul writes to Philemon about Onesimus:  welcome him as a brother. 
Luke 14:25-33   Speaking of towers and battles, Jesus explains the cost of discipleship. 
 

September 11:  14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 32:7-14  Seeing the golden calf, God’s wrath burns hot, but Moses intercedes. 
Psalm 51:1-10   Have mercy, O God; I have sinned against you; wash me clean. 
1 Timothy 1:12-17  Christ came to save sinners; God’s grace has overflowed for me. 
Luke 15:1-10   Jesus tells the parable of the lost sheep and the lost coin. 
 

September 18:  15th Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 8:4-7   The wealthy pursue their own interest and trample upon the poor. 
Psalm 113   Blessed be the name of the Lord, who raises the poor from the dust. 
1 Timothy 2:1-7  Instructions on prayer:  there is one God, and Jesus is our mediator. 
Luke 16:1-13   The story of a dishonest manager; you cannot serve God and wealth. 
 

September 25:  16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 6:1a, 4-7  Those with idle and comfortable lives will be first to go into exile. 
Psalm 146   Do not put your trust in princes; God does justice for the oppressed. 
1 Timothy 6:6-19  The love of money is the root of evil; be rich in good works instead. 
Luke 16:19-31   Jesus tells the parable of Lazarus and the rich man in Hades. 
 

For everything, there is a season 
    and time for every purpose under heaven… 
a time to break down, a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh… 
a time to embrace,  
    and a time to refrain from embracing… 
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Book Club is Back! 

 Join us at 11 AM, Thursday, 

September 22 

In-person participants will meet in the library.  

A Zoom link will be emailed for those wishing   

to join virtually.

Our book for September is      
A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles 

After 33-year-old Count Rostov is sentenced to house 
arrest by a 1922 Bolshevik tribunal, he forges friend-
ships with the various occupants of the grand hotel 
across the street from the Kremlin where he is en-
sconced in an attic room.  His life changes radically 
when fate unexpectedly puts the life of a young girl 
in his hands. 

For future discussion: 

October:  Two Old Women by Velma Wallis 

November:  The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell, 
by Robert Dugoni 

December:  Run, Rose, Run by Dolly Parton and 
James Patterson 

Have you read a good book lately?      
We’d love to hear your recommendations for future 

meetings! 

Calling all Kids! 

Join us in the library after Children’s Church 
each Sunday for games, activities, and crafts  

as we learn more about Bible characters. 

Starting September 11 

The Fellowship Committee is providing snacks 
in the narthex after each Sunday service.  Take 
a few moments to enjoy some refreshments as 
you greet your fellow worshipers and get reac-
quainted after our COVID social distancing. 

I scream, You Scream, We all Scream for Ice Cream! 
Ice Cream Social—Fellowship Hour 

Please join us after worship on September 4 as we enjoy ice cream and celebrate Labor Day. 

Consider bringing your favorite homemade ice 
cream to share and impress your friends. 

Plenty of ice cream and toppings will be  
available, even if you do not make      

and bring homemade.

Hosted by your OHPC Fellowship Committee 
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FINANCIAL NEW$ 

We all look forward to the return of a successful garage sale 

in September.  Part of the funds received from the sale goes 

to support our mission outreach in the community.  The re-

mainder goes into the reserves that will help support our 

budget.  It will take all of us working together to have a suc-

cessful sale. 

Thank you to all who have continued to contribute!  You can 

send your contributions to the church or through the link on 

the church website.  Thank you for your support of OHPC and 

stay cool! 

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer

SESSION NOTES 
 Session approved the use of the classroom space free of

charge for six months for Refugee Services of Texas to
provide ESL classes while waiting for their furniture to
arrive.

 The lease for the International School of San Antonio has
been renewed for the coming year.

 Mission and Outreach is sponsoring a collection of per-
sonal care items for Refugee Services of Texas.

 Sunday School for the children will begin September 11
using the Holy Moly curriculum.

 We need a chairman for the Stewardship and Interpreta-
tion Committee.

 Session approved a motion to require new
members to select a committee on which to
serve by January.

 Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

Restock Cristi’s Pantry 
Our food pantry is running low on these 

items we share with those in need: 

Canned chili or soup* 

Canned spaghetti/ravioli* 

Canned vegetables* 

Canned fruit* 

Boxed macaroni & cheese 

Pasta/pasta sauce 

Granola bars 

Toothbrushes/toothpaste (small) 

Soap 

Travel size shampoo 

Anything that comes into your heart when 
you put yourself in the position of those in 
need! 

*Canned items preferably with poptops

Donations can be left in the office  
with Angie 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
  Sunday, August 28 

We wish to extend a special 
blessing to all students re-

turning to school or college. 
Bring your backpack with 

you to worship for this 
blessing. 

Choir Resumes 
August 28 

All choir members are asked to report to the choir 
room by 10:00 AM to sing a familiar anthem.  
Rehearsals will resume after Labor Day.      

New members are always welcome! 
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Music Notes 
PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT 

Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness, 
leave the gloomy haunts of sadness; 
come into the daylight’s splendor, 
there with joy thy praises render. 

Lyrics from the 1649 German hymn tune, “Schmucke Dich,” 
My prelude at Grace Lutheran Church scheduled for 01/13/85. 

 I am neither a “natural” nor a “prodigy” musician. Although pos-
sessing some skills and talents at organ and piano, my proficiency al-
ways has required practice.  Many OHPC members know I stop by the 
church regularly to practice and prepare to ensure our worship is of the 
highest quality.  Much of this is to arrange properly my selections on our 
vibrant pipe organ to get the most from its 1600 pipes.  My habits in this 
regard have been steady for more than 40 years.  Sometimes they have 
been in vain. 

 In September 1984 I was appointed as organist at Grace Luther-
an Church, Avenue E & McCullough, in downtown San Antonio.  This 
was a prized assignment, as my day job at the federal Courthouse was 
one mile away. My routine included Wednesday evening choir practice, 
as well as organ practice on Saturday morning and perhaps one other 
day on my way home from work. 

My most memorable practice session of all times occurred on Friday, January 11, 1985.  I will never forget 
it, as this essay’s details will document. That morning, the temperatures in San Antonio were plummeting from a 
Canadian sourced storm.  It was near freezing when I drove to work in my old, heavy Lincoln.  By 10:00 a.m., it 
was evident that the streets would soon freeze.  The chief judge closed the courthouse, and the staff was sent home. 

With the potential of missing my Saturday practice session, I diverted to Grace Lutheran Church to practice 
on Friday morning.  I let myself in (nobody was present, not even the church mouse).  The sanctuary was cold – 
maybe 55 degrees.  I fired up the vintage 1928 Moller pipe organ and began playing my selections.  “Deck thyself, 
my soul, with gladness,” sailed beautifully in the resonant space, but my fingers were rather cold.  Then, I heard 
sleet hitting the stained glass windows. “I need to get out of here,” I 
mused, turning off the organ. 

Normally, my drive from the church to my apartment in North 
Castle Hills took about 30 minutes.  The arriving sleet caused the au-
thorities to close Highway 281.  Instead, I drove the old Lincoln up 
McCullough Avenue to Loop 410, then to NW Military Highway.  The 
trip took nearly 4 hours, and I arrived home at 2:30 p.m. 

The snow started falling that evening.  By Saturday, San Anto-
nio had received 13.5 inches of snow, and the city was shut down for a 
few days.  Most churches, including Grace Lutheran, cancelled wor-
ship, so my practicing was mostly in vain, but I did recycle “Deck 
Thyself” for the following Sunday. 

Many of you will remember that snow event of January 11-13, 
1985 – I certainly recall it, with exacting clarity.  This was the city’s 
record snowfall.  And, it disrupted my practice ritual.  Remember, I am 
neither a “natural” nor a “prodigy,” just a journeyman organist trying 
to do my best, and now privileged to serve you at Oak Hills Presbyteri-
an Church. 

Greg Nussel 
Organist and Music Director 
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Garage Sale! 

After a 3 year absence— 

We invite everyone to join our ‘fun-raising’ adventure! 

What does this adventure involve?

 OLD/NEW

 OUTDATED/UNWANTED

 BARELY USED/OVERUSED

All proceeds 

benefit OHPC 

*stuff to sell.

*help moving stuff out of the
storage container on Sunday
9/11

*help sorting Monday-Friday
9/12 to 9/16, 9am to 6pm

*help Saturday 9/17 selling 9am
to 3pm

*help Saturday 9/17 cleaning up
at 3pm and putting areas back

We need: 

Call or email the church office to offer your assistance. 

OHPC  37th Annual Garage Sale Mania 

Saturday, September 17, 2022 

Pre-Sale meeting will be held 
Sunday, August 28 after church. 



Garage Sale! 

Gold and Silver Jewelry 
ranks #2 in terms of what 

we make on each item. 
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Furniture 
Absolutely our #1 
seller.  Why?  Be-
cause it takes a lot of 
mugs, books, t-shirts, 
and shoes to equal the 
dollar amount that 
ONE piece of furniture 
makes. Upholstery must be in good clean condition to 
sell but wood furniture can be refinished or painted 
over which makes furniture the top seller.  Outdoor 
items also sell quickly. 

What sells? 

Lawn equipment and tools 
come in as our #3 seller. 

In sheer quantity 
we need:
hardware, working applianc-
es, lamps, kitchen items such 
as dishes, pots/pans, utensils, 

holiday decorations, luggage, jewelry, purses, shoes, belts, 
books, records, DVDs, CDs, tapes, video games, as well as 
working computer equipment, flat screen televisions, and 
stereo equipment, toys, bicycles, sporting equipment, linens 
such as sheets, towels, bedspreads/quilts, pillows, sewing 
items, craft supplies, women’s, men’s, children’s clothing. 

DO NOT bring us: Any size old tube TVs or any TVs in a wood cabinet.  They do not sell and Salvation Ar-
my won't accept them. That includes old tube computer monitors as well and soiled/torn mattresses or upholstery.  
Also we cannot pick up sofa beds or heavy furniture. 

What doesn't sell?  Non-working large appliances, large desks, torn/dir ty clothing, plastic yogur t/cool 
whip type containers, carpet scraps, used candles, Christmas trees, or broken items.   

Results:  A win-win for everyone! 

 You win by decluttering. 

 You win by having fun, meeting new people, and reconnecting with 
old friends. 

 The community wins by getting quality items at below retail cost. 

 OHPC wins by having discards turned into ca$h for the church. 
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Refugee Services of Texas may be gone 
from our campus, but they are not gone 
from our care.  Mission and Outreach 
organized a school supply drive to ben-
efit their clients’ children.  Here are 
CA, Maggie, and Amelia with the sec-
ond box of supplies donated by 
OHPC members! 

CA is helping Sarahi Calderon to un-
load some supplies donated to RST.  
Families arriving as refugees from Af-
ghanistan, the Ukraine, or South Amer-
ica seldom have much more than the 
clothes on their backs and what little 
they can carry with them.  These folks 
have been vetted by the government 
and approved for residence in the Unit-
ed States as they seek asylum here.  
Personal care items are in big demand 
and highly valued by RST clients.  We 
have a box in the narthex for the dona-
tion of any supplies you care to con-
tribute. 

Supplies needed: 

Shampoo 

Soap  

Hand sanitizer 

Toilet paper 

Shaving cream 

Razor blades 

Paper towels 

Toothbrushes 

Toothpaste 

Laundry detergent 

Feminine hygiene 
products 



Membership 

We extend a warm welcome to Destiny Mabo,   
baby sister of Dylan and daughter of Claris and 

Placide! Destiny was born August 11.   

And a new baby means lots of diapers needed!  
Let’s celebrate Destiny with a diaper shower.  

Place your donations in the box in the narthex by 
the end of September. 

Updating our Directory 
It is time to update our church directory!  Emails or    
addresses may have changed, so be sure to verify 
your information in the current directory.  Updated 
information will be provided as an insert for your 
current directory.  See Dick Elliott after church or 
call/email Angie in the church office by the end of 
September to make any changes.  

210-342-0271 or oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com

Save the Date 
Halloween fun returns 

after worship on  
Sunday, October 30 

Patty McCurnin’s new address: 

3621 Hawthorne Ave.     
Richmond, VA 24322

I’m sure Patty would be  
delighted to hear from old 
friends in her new home! 

Congratulations! 

Ron and Idalia Harmon 

  Scholarhip Recipients

Docia Mabo Akonwi, 

UTSA 

Emmanuella Yaje, 

Galen College of Nursing 
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Opportunities for Service 

We had a blast at our camps this summer! The kids cooked dishes from 
around the world, played international games, made science experi-
ments and crafts, and solved math problems -- all in a language immer-
sion environment.  

Last month, we also celebrated Bastille Day at the San Antonio French 
Festival at La Cantera. We were able to partake in the Pétanque tourna-
ment, listen to live music, and enjoy some delicious French foods! 

Now that the summer camps are over, we welcomed our students back 
for the first day of school -- and San Antonio International School has 
expanded!  We now offer a lower elementary program with French im-
mersion or Mandarin Chinese immersion.  The students in our Lower 

Elementary School receive half of the  instruction 
in their target language and the other half in Eng-
lish, following a rigorous international academic 
program that exceeds the Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills.   As a team, we are truly 
living up to the name “International School of San 
Antonio.” We have nine nationalities represented 
on our staff, and collectively we have lived and 
worked in nearly twenty countries!  

Check out their upcoming events at 
https://issatx.org/events/ 

Did you Know. . . 
. . .that we have a group 
that prays for you?  Any-
one can make a prayer re-
quest to Ginger Jenson, 
who notifies the members 
of the prayer chain.  Un-
fortunately, their numbers 

are dwindling. We need folks who will 
take the time to lift up in prayer those 
who are facing difficulties.  If you feel 
called to this ministry, call Ginger Jenson 
at 210-681-0181.  Also call her at that 
number with your prayer needs. 

ISSA 

Sunday School Help Wanted!  
Step by step leader guides 
make lessons easy to pre-
pare and present.  All mate-
rials will be provided. 

Talk with Heather Ebert or 
call the church office if you 

are interested. 
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9/3   Ed Kleitches 

9/5   Marie Richards 

9/9   Avery Clifton 

9/9   David Vickers 
9/13 Tyler Tschirhart 

9/14 Rachael Huntley 

9/16  Easton Clifton 

9/20 Ethan Brown     
9/23 Peggy Anderson 

9/23 Nitin Devasahayam 
9/28 Docia Mabo 

9/30 Nancy Redd 

9/30  Cannon Clifton 

9/8    Barry & Jan Hamill 

9/17  Tim & Vanessa O’Keefe 

9/30  Bob & Sandra Goad 

September 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

28  10:30 AM Worship 

Blessing of the Back-

packs 

Garage sale meeting 

1 

12:30 PM 

Bridge 

2 

4  10:30 AM Worship 

4-6 PM Guide Dogs

5 

Office closed 

6 7 

7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA 

8 9 10 

11  10:30  AM Worship 

Children’s Sunday 

School begins 

11:45 Session 

12  

Garage sale 

prep 

13  

Garage sale 

prep 

14  Garage sale 

prep 

7 PM Choir 

15  

Garage sale 

prep 

16  

Garage sale 

prep 

17 

Garage Sale! 

18  10:30  AM Worship 

4-6 PM Guide Dogs

19 20 21 

7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA 

22  11 AM Book Club 

12:30 PM 

Bridge 

23 24 

25   10:30 AM Worship 

Confirmation Sunday 

26 27 28 

7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA 

29 

12:30 PM 

Bridge 

30 

Your Input is Welcome! 

Did you know you can contribute an arti-

cle to share with our OHPC family?  It can 

be an inspirational story, a helpful hint, a 

recipe or something that will tickle our 

funny bone.  Please note all articles have 

to be approved by the editor and are sub-

ject to available space.  When you have 

something to share, contact Donna 

Amonett (damonett@gmail.com). 

10:00 am ISSA 
Mid-Autumn Festival 
Fellowship Hall  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=labor+day+images&view=detailv2&qpvt=labor+day+images&id=6AFD28B733DBFE74F6C0B942D44243A4CA87CCDA&selectedIndex=12&ccid=vUhZXOXs&simid=608045813621983114&thid=JN.I2dbtMG3rSClbVGaUNJNRA


Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
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PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 




