
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h   
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y      

Beloved Family, 

Some of you may remember that on Epiphany in 2020, the children passed out “star words” that 
you could keep in your purse/wallet/car/nightstand and allow it to guide your year. In the following 
months, I was fortunate to hear from many of you about how your word was affecting you and your 
year. I was hoping to make the practice an annual event, but the pandemic had other plans. Howev-
er, I thought we could all use something pretty and bright, so I chose about 30 words and created 
this image. I invite you to scan it and see which word catches your eye (obviously a few stand out, 
but maybe take a second look to see if you notice one of the smaller words.) Write this word some-
where you will see it, and may it be a blessing over you. Who says we can only have a star word in 
January?  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

As always, I would love to hear from you and learn which word stood out for you. 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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 Sunday Worship P a g e  2 

Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
For the past year and a half, we have encountered many changes, both per-
sonal and work-related, as well as within our church.  For many months we 
worshipped virtually, connecting with one another on Facebook, through 
phone conversations, and virtual fellowship.  Most of our services are now 
hybrid, with some folks attending in-person and others still virtual. We have 
even had a skunk shut down our worship service completely!  Yet through all 
of these changes, our commitment to God and to our fellow human beings 
has not wavered.  Transformation may be tough, but like the caterpillar that 
transforms into a beautiful butterfly, we too will be able to soar into the fu-
ture with new perspectives and new wings.  What transformations are tak-
ing place in your life and in your perspective?  What is your vision for our 
congregation and where would you like the church to soar on new wings? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

September 5:  15th Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 35:4-7a  Miracles of healing and streams in the desert signal God’s coming. 
Psalm  146  Trust God, who does justice, sets prisoners free, and helps the poor. 
James 2:1-10,  Care for those who are in need; without good works, faith is dead. 
     (11-13), 14-17  
Mark 7:24-37  Jesus heals a Gentile woman’s daughter and a man who cannot speak. 
 

September 12:  16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 50:4-9a  God has given me the tongue of a teacher, to sustain the weary. 
Psalm 116:1-9  Lord, you deliver me from death, from weeping, from stumbling. 
James 3:1-12  Words have the power to bless and curse; use them wisely. 
Mark 8:27-38  Jesus says:  You must take up the cross if you want to follow me. 
 

September 19:  17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 11:18-20 Jeremiah laments:  I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. 
Psalm 54  Save me, O God, by your name; vindicate me against my enemies. 
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a Wisdom from above is pure peaceful, gentle; draw near to God. 
Mark 9:30-37  Jesus foretells his dying and rising; then he welcomes a little child. 
 

September 26:  18th Sunday after Pentecost 
Numbers 11:4-6, Among the elders erupts a controversy over who can prophesy. 
     10-16, 24-29 
Psalm 19:7-14  Clear me from hidden faults; let my words be acceptable to you. 
James 5:13-20  Pray for one another; faithful prayer brings healing and forgiveness. 
Mark 9:38-50  The disciples find someone else casting out demons in Jesus’ name. 
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Calling all Readers! 
 

 

 

 

 Join us at 11 AM, Thursday, September 9 

for our first hybrid session! 

In-person participants will meet in the Blue Room.   

A Zoom link will be emailed for those wishing to join virtually. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our book for September is  All the Light We Cannot See,  by Anthony Doerr. 

Marie-Laure Leblanc is a blind girl growing up in Paris before the war forces 
her to the coastal town of Saint-Malo.  Werner Pfennig grows up in a German 
orphanage, where his prowess with radios lands him assignment to a special-
ized training school before he is conscripted into the Nazi military.  Their 
paths cross in an unexpected way. 

For October, the book is On Folly Beach by Karen White 

Have you read a good book lately?  

We’d love to hear your recommendations for future meetings! 

Oak Hills Presbyterian church is excited to welcome   

The International School of San Antonio 

to our campus. 
 

The school began its preschool and kindergarten programs on August 16 with total 
immersion classes in French, Spanish and Mandarin Chinese.  On September 11, 
they will begin Saturday classes for students ages 3-12 in French, Spanish, Manda-
rin Chinese, and Russian.  Week-long language camps will be offered in the spring 
and summer.  You can learn more about the school through their website:  
https://issatx.com/ 

 

Watch this space for continuing updates on their programs! 

 

 

 

We all feel a bit lonely from time 
to time.  If you or someone you 
know wants someone to talk to, 
Oasis has begun a chat line for 
adults age 50 and above.  To con-
nect with a friendly volunteer, call 
the Silver Connect chat line at  
210-756-5551.   

If you would like more infor-
mation about volunteering to sup-
port someone who is lonely, call 
Ginny Brown at 210-236-5954 or 
email her at gbrown@oasis.net. 

New Bible Study! 

What are your impressions of 
the book of Revelation?  Most 
people see fire and brimstone, 
destruction and calamity.  Do 
you ever think of it as  a mes-
sage of hope?  In her 2010 
study, Journey through Revela-
tion, Barbara R. Rossing says that 
“Revelation takes us on a jour-
ney into the heart of God’s own 
dream for our world.”  If you are 
interested in a different vision of 
Revelation, contact Donna 
Amonett at  210-467-5051 or                       
damonett@gmail.com.  Or add 
your name to the sign-up sheet 
on the bulletin board.  Watch 
your email for further details. 
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FINANCIAL NEW$ 
Thank you to all who have continued to contribute!  
You can send your contributions to the church or 
through the link on the church website. 
 

Returning to in-person worship and the summer heat 
has put a strain on our air conditioners.  We had to 
spend over $4000 on ac repair last week.  Fortunately 
we had the funds on hand, but bills like this put a 
strain on our reserves.  If you feel inclined to help 
with that, mark your check Capital Improvement. 
 

Thank you for your support of OHPC 
and stay cool! 
  

 P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

SESSION NOTES 
 

• The International School of San Antonio has moved 
into classrooms they painted in the childcare wing 
and began language immersion classes in three lan-
guages on August 16.  Twenty to twenty-four sets of 
parents attended their open house on August 7 and 
teacher training took place August 9-13. 

• Two air conditioning units have been repaired and 
the fire extinguishers have been checked for compli-
ance. 

• Session voted that, despite rising infection rates, we 
would continue in-person worship as well as live-
streaming of our services, but masks would be re-
quired, as requested by the health department.  
Precautionary protocols would continue. 

• Session will revisit the question of resum-
ing choir at the September meeting. 

 

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

Congratulations! 

             I have exciting news I wish to share  
          with every one about my grandson Tyler 
         Tschirhart, son of Cindy and Mark.           
        Tyler graduated May 24th from              
      Georgetown Law School in DC and       
     accepted an offer to join the law firm of    
   Wilson Sonsini.  He will be working in       
  D.C. until the firm’s new office in Salt     
 Lake City, Utah, opens later this year.                                              
 He will relocate there at that time. 

        Tyler has burned the midnight oil ever  

      since kindergarten and has proven  

    what you can do with dedication and  

   determination if you set a goal and  

 follow through to achieve it.  We are so  

very proud of Tyler and wish him the  

very best! 

        Ginger Jenson and Family 

 

 

 
 

Tuesday, November 16 
Our (mostly) annual  joint 
Thanksgiving celebration 

will take place at                
St. Andrew’s this year.  
Mark your calendars to         

attend this feast and        
worship service. 

It is time to update our church directory!  Emails or    
addresses may have changed, so be sure to verify 
your information in the current directory.  Call or 
email Angie in the church office to make any chang-
es.   If you are not currently pictured or if you wish 
to update your photo, Dick Elliott will be available 
with his camera after worship through September 
12.  Or email a favorite photo to Angie in the church 
office.   
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If you were to visit Fellowship Hall between 4 and 6 PM on the second 
or fourth Sunday afternoon, you might be surprised to encounter four (or 
more) furry friends and their humans!  These golden retrievers, labs, and 
golden-labs are part of Guide Dogs for the Blind, a 79 year old national 
organization.  There are usually 4 puppies in training (PIT) and an addi-
tional 4-5 career-changed dogs working out in the church or on the park-
ing lot.  The local organization has been most grateful for the use of the 
church for training and socializing the puppies.   Our very own Patty 
McCurnin is a raiser for this group and has shared several of her dogs 
with us over the years.   
 

Puppies meet their raisers at two 
months of age and spend the next 
16 to 20 months learning basic 
obedience.  In addition to obedience and basic training, puppies go on outings 
each month.  They have visited the downtown library, museums, the Stock Show, 
and Missions games (where they will usually see our own Barry Stevens).  They 
ride on the bus, and even go to the movies—this summer they enjoyed Space 
Jam!  These activities provide socialization and prepare the dogs for sights, 
sounds, and experiences they will encounter during their working lives.  
 
After their time in San Antonio, the dogs return to California or Oregon for train-
ing specific to their duties as guide dogs. (Patty and another club member trav-

eled to CA in an RV with their pups!)  At Campus, the dogs are put through a course of 8 phases.  They must pass each 
phase before progressing, and once they complete the course they are matched with their “forever” partner who is 
flown to the campus and given free room and board as the partners train together for an additional week.  
 
Dogs are bred in-house at the California campus to ensure the desired guide dog 
characteristics.  Dogs who do not successfully meet the organization’s placement 
requirements may be offered to other service organizations, such as Dogs for Di-
abetics, for a career change.  A working dog “retires” after 8-10 years of active 
service.  At that time, the partner has the option to adopt the dog (and still get a 
new working dog).  If the partner elects not to keep the dog, the original raiser 
may adopt it, or it may be adopted out by the national organization 

  
Guide Dogs for the Blind does not 
charge for the dogs or for its services.  
There is no cost to the human partner for 
the dog, its training, or its veterinary 
care. All costs are covered by donation.  
Since its founding in 1942, Guide Dogs 
for the Blind has graduated 16,000 guide 
dog teams.  More information about 
Guide Dogs for the Blind and their mis-
sion can be found at www.guidedogs.com, and the local club can be found on 
Facebook at Guide Dogs for the Blind-San Antonio, TX. 
  
Oak Hills Presbyterian Church has been blessed 
to be part of this vital mission that provides inde-
pendence and companionship to our visually im-
paired brothers and sisters.  And as “our dog”, 
raised by Patty, embarks on its own mission, he 
or she has traditionally been blessed by our     
pastor, a gesture Patty deeply appreciates! 

http://www.guidedogs.com
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Music Notes  
 

I Don’t Know! 
 

 
I am proud to lead our dedicated choir in a participative and supportive manner.  

If you are looking for an imperious, know-it-all choir director, I am not your 

choice.  Rather, I like to facilitate an equal exchange, valuing the views and 

contributions of all members.  I do not hesitate to say, “I don’t 

know,” especially when others know better! 

 

This mantra is not found at the Disney World theme parks.  They offer a magi-

cal experience, and employees are forbidden from answering any question with 

“I don’t know” even if they have no idea what the answer is.  Rather, the 

Disney employee is tasked with tracking down someone who can answer the ques-

tion, and failing that, simply making up a silly or humorous reply. 

 

Goodness, that sounds a lot like our government officials and politicians 

during the global pandemic.  The CDC, for example, has flipped three times on 

its mask-wearing protocols.  Worse yet, politicians at all levels from both parties made 

outlandish predictions and statements that later were found to be untrue.  Their utterances 

were simply tripe – Disneyland Fantasy – and the officials should have simply said, “I don’t 

know.” Pandemics are new territory, and nobody has all the answers. Nevertheless, ego-driven 

politicians and bureaucrats are loathe to display humility, lest they be attacked by the me-

dia as weak or unknowing. 

 

Fortunately, we don’t commonly have this problem at church. The best min-

isters in our churches do not hesitate to say “I don’t know” when con-

fronted with difficult questions.  After all, matters of faith and theolo-

gy can be very complicated, and nobody has all the answers.  Some tenets 

of faith are simply mysteries – not easily explained.   

 

So, when our choir returns to duty, consider joining this supportive and 

friendly group.  We do not offer a Disney experience, but we do offer 

great fellowship, humility, and humor.  We are blessed indeed, and this I 

do know! 

 

Greg Nussel 

Organist and Choir Director 

Ron and Idalia Harmon 

Scholarhip Reccipients 
 

Elvis Bach, University of Virginia 

Carol Telma Mabo, UTSA 

Docia Mabo Akonwi, UTSA 

Emmanuela Mabo Yaje, NW Vista and UTSA 

Hear ye! Hear ye! 



 

 

 

 

 

9/3   Ed 

Kleitches 

9/5   Joe Hopkins 

9/5   Marie Richards 

9/9   Avery Clifton 

9/9   David Vickers 

9/13 Tyler Tschirhart 

9/13 Akongmbora Tsongwain 

9/14 Rachael Huntley 

9/16  Easton Clifton 

9/18 Robby Wilson 

9/20 Ethan Brown      

9/23 Peggy Anderson 

9/23 Nitin Devasahayam 

9/28 Docia Mabo 

9/30 Nancy Redd 

9/30  Cannon Clifton 

 

 

 

 

 

9/8    Barry & 

Jan Hamill 

9/17  Tim & 

Vanessa 

O’Keefe 

9/21  Akongmbora Tsongwain &  

         Cynthia Fru 

9/30  Bob & Sandra Goad 

 

September 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1     7 PM AA 2 

12:30 PM  

Bridge 

3 4  1-3 PM Girl Scouts 

5 

10:30 AM Worship  

6 

 

 

      Office closed 

7 8     7 PM AA 9 11 AM Book Club 

12:30 PM 

Bridge 

10 11 

12 10:30  AM Worship  

11:45 Session 

4-6 PM Guide Dogs 

13 14 15     7 PM AA 16 

12:30 PM  

Bridge 

17 18  1-3 PM Girl Scouts 

19 

10:30  AM Worship  

20 21 22     7 PM AA 23 

12:30 PM 

Bridge 

24 25 

26 

10:30 AM Worship  

4-6 PM Guide Dogs 

27 28 29     7 PM AA 

 

30 

12:30 PM 

Bridge 
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Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
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