
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h   
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y      

 

Beloved Family, 

 

It has been six months since our last Oak Branch. We temporarily stopped be-
cause our Oak Branch has traditionally focused on upcoming events. The pan-
demic, however, put a stop to upcoming events and when we tried to piece to-
gether an Oak Branch, it was dispiriting and demoralizing. 

 

So we set it aside for a while and focused on other things like remote worship 
services and ensuring each church member was safe and had provisions. 

 

But then we started to hear rumblings. People were asking for another edition of 
the Oak Branch. “We miss it!” they said. “We want it back!” they said. So we 
decided during our August Session meeting that we would create a September 
issue! It may not look exactly like past newsletters, but that’s okay; nothing 
these days looks quite like it used to. I had planned to be at the helm of design-
ing and producing this issue but unexpected issues (broken air conditioners, los-
ing our receptionist, the continual WIFI issues, just to name a few!) took my at-
tention elsewhere. I thought we would have to wait until October, but Donna 
Amonett stepped up as she always does and saved the day. This issue would not 
exist without her; thank you, Donna!!!  

 

So I hope you enjoy this offering we give to you. Perhaps you set aside a few 
minutes to read it through while enjoying a cup of tea (or an iced coffee since it 
is still sweltering outside!) As you read it, I hope you feel the love that went it 
to it. Each contributor was thinking about you, the reader, when they created 
their contribution. I hope you feel the warmth of that connection.  

 

I am proud of the ways that our church has managed to stay connected, to keep 
worshipping, and to continue to be there for each other. We will be together in 
person again one day, of that I am sure. In the meantime, God bless each one of 
you. 

 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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 Sunday Worship P a g e  2 

Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The past few months have brought changes none of us expected.  The writer of Ecclesiastes reminds us that there 
is a time for every purpose under heaven.  While w may not understand the purpose for this pandemic, we know 
that God can use it for good.  We also know that this time, too, will pass.  In the meantime, let’s look for a purpose 
in our own lives during this time of change. 
 
 

September 6:  14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Ezekiel 33:7-11 The Lord desires that the wicked turn away from evil, and live. 
Psalm 119:33-40 Teach me your way, O Lord; to turn from vanity and disgrace. 
Romans 13:8-14 Love is the fulfillment of the law; put on Christ; salvation is near. 
Matthew 18:15-20 Jesus says:  seek reconciliation; when you gather, I am with you. 
 
September 13:  14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 50:15-21 Joseph’s brother seek forgiveness; God turned their evil to good. 
Psalm 103:(1-7) 8-13 Bless the Lord, who is gracious and merciful, forgiving our sin. 
Romans 14: 1-12 Refrain from judgement; whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. 
Matthew 18:21-35 A lesson in forgiveness from a parable about debts and debtors. 
 
September 20:  15th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jonah 3:10--4:11 God’s mercy angers Jonah; God teaches a lesson through a bush. 
Psalm 145:1-8  The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and full of love. 
Philippians 1:21-30 Living is Christ, dying is gain; live in a way worthy of the gospel. 
Matthew 20:1-16 The parable of laborers in the vineyard; the last will be first. 
 
September 27:  16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 Is the way of the Lord unfair? Turn away from your sin and live. 
Psalm 25:1-9  Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord; do not remember my sin. 
Philippians 2:1-13 Seek the mind of Christ, who was humble, but exalted by God. 
Matthew 21:23-32 Leaders question Jesus’ authority; he answers them with a parable. 
 
 

Big God Big Questions:                                              

For everything, there is a season 
    and time for every purpose under heaven… 
a time to break down, a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh… 
a time to embrace,  
    and a time to refrain from embracing… 
a time to seek, and a time to lose… 
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Calling all Readers! 
 

 

 

 

 Join us on Zoom at 11 AM, Thursday, September 3  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay, by Catherine Ryan Hyde, is an uplifting story of friendship and kindness.  
Fourteen-year old Lucas Painter juggles the needs of his best friend with his 
own concern for his parents and his brother fighting in Viet Nam.  During that 
eventful summer, he falls in and out of love, faces depression, suicide, and 
addiction, along with hope and happiness.  He deals with the chaos in his life 
by running—with dogs that don’t even belong to him.  Through it all, he finds 
strength and the capacity to deal with life’s ups and downs. 

Have you read a good book lately?  

We’d love to hear your recommendations for future meetings! 

Stitch in Time 
 

Although the group is not meeting during 
the pandemic, members have been work-
ing on projects at home.  They have tradi-
tionally donated hats and scarves to the 
Under the Bridge ministry, and hope to be 
able to do so again.  In addition, they 
would be glad to donate lap blankets to 
those in nursing homes, assisted living cen-
ters, or wheelchair-bound folks.  
 

If you know of anyone who could use any 
of these items, or if you have anything you 

would like to donate, contact                  
Bette Kleitches at 558-1342 or                

Joan Williams at 349-2916. 

Your Input is Welcome! 

Did you know you can contribute 

an article to share with our OHPC 

family?  It can be an inspirational 

story, a helpful hint, a recipe, or 

something that will tickle our  fun-

ny bone.  Please note all articles 

have to be approved by the editor 

and are subject to available space.  

Send your contributions to the 

church office with the subject line 

“Oak Branch.” 
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FINANCIAL NEW$ 
Thank you to all who have continued to contribute!  

You can send your contributions to the church or 

through the link on the church website. 
 

It’s that time of year when the heat becomes                

unbearable and our air conditioners are working       

overtime to maintain a safe temperature in the build-

ings.  It appears that we are going to have to replaces 

some air conditioners—a major expense!  I urge 

everyone to see if you can help replenish some of 

these funds this year. Mark your check to make sure 

it goes to building the Capital Improvement fund. 
 

Thank you for your support of OHPC and stay cool! 

  
 P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

SESSION NOTES 
 

Throughout the pandemic, the Session has continued to 
meet by Zoom.  Over the past months: 
• Session welcomed new Elders Docia Mabo and 

Placide Mabo, along with new Session members 
Don Barton and Nancy Redd, who had been in-
stalled during the August 5 Virtual Fellowship Hour. 

• The triennial meeting with Joyce Batty, our Presby-
tery liaison, is set for September 23. 

• Work to stabilize the live-streaming of the Sunday 
morning worship service continues. 

• Three of the four sheds in back of the church have 
been repaired.  Work on the fourth continues. 

• Church groups of ten or fewer people may use the 
facilities with masks and social distancing. 

 

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

MEMBERSHIP - Let’s Get to Know Each Other Better 
 

Our entire congregation owes a debt of gratitude to our esteemed Soprano Soloist, Ann Stull. For the past several 
months Ann has led our choral efforts, with Greg at the organ. She has sung several meaningful anthems, so beau-
tifully, for our online streaming services. Many thanks to our beloved Ann, pictured here with Vanessa Nussel 
lovin’ on Jimbo, our choir dog with progeny from Patty McCurnin. May God be praised by all creatures!  
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Each spring, the Education Committee takes applica-

tions for the Ron and Idalia Scholarship.  The schol-

arship was initiated by Ron Harmon in memory of his 

late wife, Idalia.  When Ron passed away, his son 

Kenneth added to the fund, and the name was changed 

to honor both of his parents.  OHPC is proud of the 

six members of our congregation who received these 

awards.   

Congratulations! 
                

        Carol Mabo is one busy lady!  In addition to studying biology at UTSA,
       she works at McDonald’s and volunteers at the San Antonio Food Bank 
      and the Haven for Hope kitchen.  Upon completion of her degree, she plans 
     to enroll in medical school with the goal of becoming an ob/gyn doctor.   
   She’s always looking for volunteer opportunities, so take her up on it! 
 

           In addition to working at Walmart, sisters Docia Mabo and Emma Yaje are  

        both taking classes at Northwest Vista College.  Docia will  be completing 

      her Associate’s degree in business in December, after which she will  

  transfer to a four-year institution to complete an undergraduate degree in  

           business administration.  Her goal is to be a financial analyst.   Emma is  

        completing her basics before transferring to a nursing program.  She is  

      thinking of one day starting a non-profit to help the homeless! 

 

        Rex Ezeh is a senior at Texas A&M, Kingsville, graduating after the  

          spring semester with a major in chemical engineering  and a minor  

        in chemistry.  He is working as a delivery driver now, but hopes to  

      join an engineering firm in the future. 
  

   In February, Claris Chuo will be completing her training at Southwest  

 Career Institute in medical billing. In the meantime, she and husband  

 Placide are preparing for their first child.  Their new baby boy is due  

 in December!   Placide Mabo, already an LVN, is seeking to earn  

certification as a registered nurse while he works at Baptist Hospital. 

    We wish each of them well! 
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Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services 

 

Our Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services (PCHAS), like our church, has been slumbering dur-
ing the pandemic—with the exception of the campus expansion project here in San Antonio. This 
project will expand services for single parents who are struggling, youth who have aged out of fos-
ter care and families who are experiencing trauma or stress that is threatening family unity. Con-
struction is well underway on new facilities and renovating existing buildings. Crews have poured 
pads for the 8 new duplexes, framed in 4 of them and will soon pour the pad for the new mainte-
nance facility. This project, when complete, will greatly expand PCHAS-San Antonio’s ability to do 
its mission of providing Christ-centered care and support to children and families in need.   
 
The BIG GIVE is fast approaching—September 10. We’re hoping to raise $6,000 to fund the furnish-
ings for one of the children’s bedrooms in the campus expansion project. The new children’s bedrooms will be prepared to 
serve children from infant to teenager with beds, cribs, dressers, shelving, desks, reading lights and linens. Please follow us on 
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/PCHASWay) on September 10 for live updates.  
 
Historically, PCHAS-San Antonio hosts a luncheon for ambassadors and other interested church members. This year, the 
“luncheon" will be on Tuesday, October 6, and, like so many other events this year, will be virtual. Watch for more infor-
mation and how you can participate.  
 
Finally, have you heard of Amazon Smile? I know that many of you use Amazon especially during this time when we might 
hesitate to shop in a brick and mortar store. Amazon Smile allows you to make a small donation to PCHAS with every pur-
chase you make at Amazon. Simply go to https://smile.amazon.com, search for and select Presbyterian Children’s Home and 
Services as your charity and you’re set. From then on, Amazon will donate a small percentage of most of your purchases to 
PCHAS!  
 
I encourage you to visit the PCHAS web page (https://PCHAS.org) for more information on this important part of our ministry. 

Ken Maynard, Outreach Chair 

Music Notes  
 
Since the beginning of the pandemic, I have strived to offer music that is both liturgically correct but inspiring for 
the trying times we are experiencing.   
 

My gathering music usually is somber, reflecting on the stress of us not being together, but soon my music be-
comes increasingly more joyful.  Sometimes, our Postludes just rock!  Hope you like these offerings! 
 

Our hymnody is always reflective of the rich tapestry of the Lectionary appointed for the day. 
 

Ann Stull’s anthems have been drawn largely from the English and American Schools, echoing themes that in-
spire each Sunday.  I am so grateful to Ann for her contributions. 
 

At the presentation, I combine the traditional Doxology with a verse from a Patriotic Hymn.  If there were ever a 
time where we needed affirmation of America, this is it.  My unique combination of the Doxology and Americana 
has earned the approbation of the Chief Justice of the Texas Supreme Court, the Honorable Nathan Hecht, a 
friend of mine, who finds this usage inspiring.  Sing along with inspiration, and let your tears flow with some of 
the texts.  Mine have, you just can’t see. 
 

We will be together again – and our coming back in Faith will be with strength and confidence.  Looking forward 
to being with you again! 

Greg Nussel,Organist and Music Director 
 

https://www.facebook.com/PCHASWay
https://smile.amazon.com
https://PCHAS.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

9/3   Ed Kleitches 

9/5   Joe Hopkins 

9/5   Marie Richards 

9/9   Avery Clifton 

9/9   David Vickers 

9/13 Tyler Tschirhart 

9/13 Akongmbora Tsongwain 

9/14 Rachael Huntley 

9/16  Easton Clifton 

9/18 Robby Wilson 

9/20 Ethan Brown      

9/23 Peggy Anderson 

9/23 Nitin Devasahayam 

9/28 Docia Mabo 

9/30 Nancy Redd 

9/30  Cannon Clifton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9/8    Barry & Jan Hamill 

9/17  Tim & Vanessa O’Keefe 

9/21  Akongmbora Tsongwain &  

         Cynthia Fru 

9/30  Bob & Sandra Goad 

 

September 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

1 PM Fellowship Hour 

 

3 

11 AM Book Club 

4 5 

6 

10:30 Worship online 

7 Office closed 8 9 

1 PM Fellowship Hour 

10 11 12 

13 

10:30  Worship online 

11:45 Session 

14 15 16 

1 PM Fellowship Hour 

17 18 19 

20 

10:30  Worship online 

21 22 23 

1 PM Fellowship Hour 

24 25 26 

27 

10:30 Worship online 

28 29 30 

1 PM Fellowship Hour 
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Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
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