
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h   
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y      

Beloved Family, 
 

In the blink of an eye, another summer draws to a close and a new fall begins. For me,     
September has always felt more like the start of a New Year than January. In January, I am a 
little worn out from all the excitement that Thanksgiving and Christmas have brought: rest 
sounds more enticing than resolutions. But in September, I am ready to commit to new 
things! Sometimes I get a little carried away and I want to change everything all at once. I 
decide I am going to get to the gym four times a week, save more money, create new        
traditions with my family, drink more water, and volunteer more often. However, the older I 
get, the more it becomes clear to me that little changes are easier to stick with than big 
changes, and making one change at a time is more sustainable than making several all at 
once.  
 

So in that spirit, I would like to encourage each of us to choose one spiritual practice that 
we would like to focus on and deepen during the fall season. Read through the eight       
practices below and see if there is one that jumps out at you. Perhaps say a prayer and ask 
God to guide you in choosing your practice. What will help you carry your faith from Sunday 
mornings into the rest of your week? 
 

1. Sabbath – Creating space to simply “be” 
2. Hospitality – Creating welcome space for God, self, and others 
3. Intercessory Prayer & Service – Connecting the actions in your life with your 

prayers 
4. Fasting – Taking a break from anything to which you have become too attached 
5. Stewardship – Giving time, money, and/or talents back to God 
6. Living Into Your Call – Paying attention to your purpose and gifts 
7. Scripture – Studying God’s Word 
8. Gratitude – Reflecting on the gifts of God 
 

Once you’ve chosen your practice, write it down and keep it somewhere handy to serve as a 
reminder in the coming months. If you would like more resources for your practice, feel free 
to give me a call and I would be happy to suggest authors, books, podcasts, websites, and 
scriptures that might help guide you. 
 

And remember, there is nothing you can (or must) do to earn God’s love. Each of these 
practices is simply a way to grow closer to God, to deepen your feeling of being beloved, 
and to help others feel beloved. Feel free during our fellowship lunches to ask me which 
practice I chose, and how it’s going. I’ll do the same, and in so doing, we can encourage one 
another! 
 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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 Sunday Worship P a g e  2 

Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
 

September...a time of new beginnings for our students—       
and each day can be a new beginning for all of us as students 
sitting at the feet of Jesus.  Be blessed by the words of this 
timeless hymn, Have Thine Own Way, during a quiet time    
during your day: 
 
 

September 1:  12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 2:4–13   The people are cracked cisterns; they forsake the fountain of life.   
Psalm 81:1, 10–16   God laments: I deliver and feed you, but you do not listen to me.  
Hebrews 13:1–8, 15–16   Show hospitality and share what you have; praise God through Jesus.  
Luke 14:1, 7–14   Jesus teaches lessons at a banquet: the humble will be exalted.  
 

September 8:  13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 18:1–11   At the potter’s house, God says: Like clay, the people are in my hand. 
Psalm 139:1–6, 13–18   O Lord, you have formed me; I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  
Philemon 1–21   Paul writes to Philemon about Onesimus: welcome him as a brother.  
Luke 14:25–33   Speaking of towers and battles, Jesus explains the cost of discipleship. 
 

September 15:  14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 4:11–12, 22–28   God warns that a fierce wind of judgment will lay waste to the land.   
Psalm 14   Fools say there is no God; there is no one who does what is right.  
1 Timothy 1:12–17   Christ came to save sinners; God’s grace has overflowed for me.  
Luke 15:1–10   Jesus tells the parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin.  
 

September 22:  15th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 8:18—9:1   My joy is gone; my heart is sick; is there no balm in Gilead?   
Psalm 79:1–9   The nations have defiled your holy temple; deliver us, O God!   
1 Timothy 2:1–7   Instructions on prayer; there is one God, and Jesus is our mediator.  
Luke 16:1–13   The story of a dishonest manager; you cannot serve God and wealth.  
 

September 29:  16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 32:1–3a, 6–15   Buy the field at Anathoth; houses and vineyards will one day return.   
Psalm 91:1–6, 14–16   The Lord says: Do not fear; I will deliver those who call on my name.  
1 Timothy 6:6–19   The love of money is the root of evil; be rich in good works instead.   
Luke 16:19–31   Jesus tells the parable of Lazarus and the rich man in Hades.  

Have Thine own way, Lord! 
Have Thine own way!  
Thou art the Potter; I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me after Thy will, 
While I am waiting, yielded and still. 
 

   - Lyrics by Adelaide Addison Pollard 
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We meet on the 1st Tuesday of 

the month at 11:15 a.m. in the           

Blue Room.  Join us and invite 

a friend!  Bring a brown bag 

lunch or snack if you want.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sept 3:  The Woman Who 

Smashed Codes by Jason 

Fagone     
         

Oct 1:   The Baker’s Secret by       

Stephen P. Kiernan                

          

Stitch in Time 
 

Join us on Tuesday, September 10, 

at 10 a.m., in Fellowship Hall, as we 

gather together to craft various   

projects for those in need.  Your 

craft does not have to be specific to 

knitting or crocheting...just bring 

what you love to work on and join 

in the fellowship while creating!       

If you know someone who might 

enjoy the company, invite them 

along…the more the merrier!    
 

For more information, please call 

Bette Kleitches at 210-558-1342 or 

Joan Williams at 210-349-2916. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:15 a.m. 
  Join us on Sunday mornings in the Blue Room.  We are viewing The Great Courses DVD series on 
Great Figures of the New Testament.  Improve your biblical literacy and re-encounter the New 
Testament as a great repository of literary genius.  This is the promise of Professor Amy-Jill        
Levine's vivid portraits of the cast of characters in the New Testament. While most of the figures      
studied are real, historical people, at least two (the Prodigal Son and the Good Samaritan) are    
fictional protagonists in stories told by Jesus within Luke's Gospel.  Discussion will follow.  This 
class is open to older children, teens and adults.  You are never too young or too old to learn!   

Caritas 
Tuesday, September 10 

 11 a.m. 
 

 

 

 
Caritas is a Latin word that means 
Christian love of humankind.  The 
OHPC Caritas team seeks to share 

Christ’s love by visiting and sending 
cards to our members who are home-

bound, sick, or facing a painful life 
transition.  We will sign cards at this 

meeting—come early and sign during 
Stitch in Time if you want. 

 

       WHO:    8th-10th Grade Students 

       WHEN:  Twice a month, 11:45 a.m.—1 p.m.,   

                      September to May 

We will be using the PC(USA) curriculum:   

Big God Big Questions:                                              

Confirmation for a Growing Faith   
 

If interested, please contact Pastor Rachael. 

BEGINS 

SUNDAY 

SEPTEMBER 15 

DENOMINATION-WIDE BOOK STUDY! 

October 13—November 10 
 

Beginning October 13, OHPC will start the study of the book 
Neighborhood Church: Transforming Your Congregation Into 
a Powerhouse for Mission, by Krin Van Tatenhove and         
Rob Mueller.  Chosen by the PC(USA)'s General Assembly to 
be the 2019 denomination-wide book study, it is a resource 
to inspire churches to become vibrant and engaging          
community partners with the families 
and neighborhoods living around them.  

There will be 5 Sunday sessions from   
October 13 through November 10, from 
9-10 a.m. 

OHPC will have books for purchase      
beginning in late September. 



P a g e  4  

FINANCIAL NEW$ 
It’s that time of year when the heat becomes                

unbearable and our air conditioners are working       

overtime to combat the 100° temperatures.  September 

has five Sundays, and in years past we dedicated the 

Fifth Sunday income and special donations to the     

building (which includes our AC units—some are on 

their last legs!) I urge everyone to see if you can help   

replenish some of these funds this year. Mark your 

check or use the special building fund envelope to make 

sure it goes to building the Capital Improvement fund. 

 

Thank you for your support of OHPC and stay cool! 

  
P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

SESSION NOTES 
 

• Approved naming the organ maintenance fund     
The John Lile Organ Memorial Fund. 

• Approved the serving of wine at the annual      
Christmas dinner in early December. 

• Fellowship Hour will be hosted by Membership on 
August 25, with a movie to follow the meal. 

• Fellowship will host an ice cream social on Labor 
Day Sunday. 

• The Outreach Committee will be revamped after the 
congregational book study. 

• Building and Grounds is developing a long-range 
plan to replace outdated A/C units and is studying 
replacement of the church sign. 

 

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

MEMBERSHIP - Let’s Get to Know Each Other Better 
This month the Membership Committee is highlighting long-term member and current Elder on the Session,      
Betty Sneed. 
 

Betty has been attending OHPC since 2006. She “discovered” our church in a      
rather unusual way. She bowled on a league every Sunday at the Oak Hills     
Bowling Alley and passed by the church as she traveled to and from her home. 
When the league broke up, she decided to give us a try. She said everyone     
welcomed her warmly and she started attending regularly. (You can generally 
find her in the second row of the sanctuary during worship services.) 
 

Betty grew up in Houston and has four sisters. She attended West Texas State University (now part of the Texas 
A&M University System.)  As a child, she and her family attended both an Episcopal church and a Presbyterian 
church. She taught school in the Edgewood School District for over 20 years. 
 

Betty works part-time at Pearson Measurement Facility scoring assessment tests, including ACT, SAT and Texas 
STARR exams in all subjects. She has been employed with Pearson (previously Harcourt) since 2003. In her spare 
time, Betty enjoys puzzles, games and reading. She has also done quite a bit of family genealogy and is a long-time 
member of the Eastern Star organization. 
 

Betty is currently serving her 3rd term as an Elder on the Session. She has taught Adult Sunday School for quite a 

few years and is the current chairperson of the Christian Education Committee. She is a willing volunteer on  

church clean-up days, the annual garage sale and many other church activities. 

And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now 

that the day of his return is drawing near.  - Hebrews 10:25 
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CHOIR UPDATE 
 

Many thanks to our dedicated choir which returned to duty on August 4th.  They took a much-
deserved break during the month of July, and we were all delighted to hear them again in August 
singing some of the favorites from the repertoire. 
 
The choir will resume its Wednesday evening rehearsals after Labor Day, beginning on Wednesday, 
September 4th at 7:00 p.m.  Our Fall Season will kick off with a review of some familiar anthems, 
then gradually new selections will be introduced.  By late November, we will be concentrating on 
our Christmas offerings as we get in the season’s spirit! 
 
If you’ve ever thought about joining the choir, now is the ideal time.  We 
have a fun time at rehearsals – and reading music is not a requirement.  All 
that is asked is that you enjoy music and can make a commitment to joining 
us for most rehearsals and Sunday worship.  This ministry is very rewarding 
– please consider being part of our team.  If you have any questions, please 
see Greg Nussel. 

 

The John Lile Organ Memorial Fund 
 

Oak Hills Presbyterian Church is blessed to feature the John Lile Memorial Pipe Organ.  The organ 
was completed in 2004 by San Antonio-based John Ballard Pipe Organs, with tonal finishing carefully 
supervised by Mr. Lile.  The instrument currently has a replacement value of three-quarter million 
dollars.  As one might imagine, an organ with 1600+ pipes requires regular maintenance and tuning 
by experts, as well as periodic repairs.  

 

Last month, the Session approved the establishment of the John Lile Organ 
Memorial Fund.  This fund is designed to be a resource for future          
maintenance and repairs, some of which crop up unexpectedly and can be 
expensive.  The fund may also be used for new features and enhancements 
to the organ.  First on my “wish list” would be a set of tubular chimes, a total 
of 21-25 notes, mounted on the Northeast sanctuary wall, immediately to 
the right of the choir stalls.   Specifically, I am seeking a vintage chime set 
produced by the Deagan Chime Company of Chicago, Illinois.  The cost        
estimate for a chime set is about $1,000, but the actual cost will depend on 
the exact acquisition our organist technician can put together.  
 

Consider a gift to the John Lile Organ Memorial Fund – and let’s ring those chimes for God’s Glory!  
 

Greg Nussel, Organist and Choirmaster 
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 Box Tops for Education 

Don’t forget to cut out the little Box Tops and bring 
them with you when you come to church and place 
them in the container across from the church office.  
We send all of the box tops collected to the Menaul 

School in Albuquerque, New Mexico.    

 

Coming next month... 

World Communion Sunday  
Join us for this special worship service 

on October 6  

when we join with Christians all over the 

world to celebrate Christ’s unifying love 

in the midst of human diversity.   

Your Input is Welcome! 

Did you know you can contribute an article 

to share with our OHPC family?  It can be 

an inspirational story, a helpful hint, a   

recipe or something that will tickle our  

funny bone, just like 

the article to your 

left.  Please note all 

articles have to be 

approved by the     

editor and is subject 

to available space. 

The Presbyterian Children’s Home 
and Services Back-to-School BBQ 
was a big success.  Members of the 
staff at PCHAS worked very hard in 
the heat to set up for this event 
which was very well-attended.  
  
In addition to the BBQ, a ground- 
breaking ceremony was held as 
PCHAS begins the process of      

building eight new duplexes. Currently, PCHAS serves six single 
mothers and their children. The new duplexes will allow PCHAS 
to serve 10 additional families. A wonderful program for         
struggling single mothers and their children is provided by 
PCHAS.  They are provided housing, financial and emotional 
support as well as family counseling.     
 
When the duplexes are built, the upstairs of one of the existing 
campus homes will be converted into five efficiency apartments 
for five young adults aging out of the foster care system. Youth 
aging out of foster care, at 18 years of age, are at high risk of 
homelessness, unemployment, and unplanned pregnancies.  
The staff at PCHAS helps them successfully transition to        
adulthood.   
 
PCHAS is very beneficial to our community. Thank you so much 
for supporting them by generously donating school supplies and 
backpacks to the children currently living at PCHAS.  
 

Carolyn Livesay, Outreach Chair 

Dear Church Family, 

I want to thank everyone for your 

prayers, cards and calls during 

my recent confinement to bed.      

I appreciate your thoughtfulness! 

Julie Schneider 

Church Signs & One Liners… 
 

• God doesn’t grade on a curve, He grades on the cross. 

• God didn’t promise a safe passage.  He promised a 
safe landing. 

• A forbidden fruit will create many jams. 

• Boaz was ruthless...then he got married! 

• Who was the best comedian in the Bible?  Samson.   
He brought the house down! 

• Who was the greatest female financier in the Bible? 
Pharaoh's daughter. She went to the Bank of the Nile 
and drew out a little prophet! 

-contributed by Julie Schneider  



September 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9:15 am Sunday School           
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship,   
Birthday Party &             
Ice Cream Social 

2  Office Closed 

 

 
6:30 pm Bridge 

3 

10 am Christian Ed 

10 am NARFE 

11:15 am Book Club 

4 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

5 

6:30 pm Building & 

Grounds 

6 

 

7 

 

8      

9:15 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Fellowship 

Noon Session  

9 

6:30 pm Bridge 

10 

10 am Outreach 

10 am Stitch in Time 

11 am Caritas 

11 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

 

12 

 

13 14 

 

15 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship  
11:45 am Confirmation 
Class 

16 

6:30 pm Bridge 

 

17 

 

18 

11 am Music &      

Worship 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

19 

 

20 21 

 

22 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship  
11:45 Confirmation 
Class 

23 

6:30 pm Bridge 

24 

 

25 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

26 27 28 

29 

9:15 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am  Fellowship  

30 

6:30 pm Bridge 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

9/3   Ed Kleitches 

9/5   Joe Hopkins 

9/5   Marie Richards 

9/9   David Vickers 

9/13 Tyler Tschirhart 

9/13 Akongmbora Tsongwain 

9/14 Rachael Huntley 

9/18 Robby Wilson 

9/20 Ethan Brown      

9/23 Peggy Anderson 

9/23 Nitin Devasahayam 

9/28 Docia Mabo 

9/30 Nancy Redd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9/1    Charles & Peggy Anderson       

9/8    Barry & Jan Hamill 

9/17  Tim & Vanessa O’Keefe 

9/21  Akongmbora Tsongwain &  

         Cynthia Fru 

9/30  Bob & Sandra Goad 

 

 

 

 Members of OHPC can 
share birthday joy with 

those in need.  The 
“Birthday Offering”    

allows us to contribute 
a monetary gift in     

honor of someone’s        
birthday, including our 

own.  Presbyterian    
Children’s Home      

(San Antonio Campus)           
will receive our 3rd 
Quarter offering.   

Postcards are available 
in the narthex to mail if 
you would like to inform 

the recipient of your   
donation. 

We celebrate our members’ birthdays on 

the first Sunday of each month during 

our Fellowship Hour.   

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=labor+day+images&view=detailv2&qpvt=labor+day+images&id=6AFD28B733DBFE74F6C0B942D44243A4CA87CCDA&selectedIndex=12&ccid=vUhZXOXs&simid=608045813621983114&thid=JN.I2dbtMG3rSClbVGaUNJNRA


Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 


