Oa k Hill s Pr es b yte ria n Ch ur ch
Re v. Sonj a Rob er ts Dal gli sh

Dear Church Family,
As I am writing this message to you, people are buying school supplies and new
clothes and new shoes for children and getting ready for a new school year starting.
I went looking for poetry about the beginning of school. Although I came up rather
empty, I remembered an old song (from 1907, the internet tells me.) Not knowing
all the words, we sang until our words ran out and just echoed the first line as the
ending.
School days, school days,
Good old golden rule days.
Readin’ and ‘ritin’ and ‘rithmatic,
Taught to the tune of a hick’ry stick…
School days, school days.
As a child, I had a hard time sleeping the night before school started. I was anxiously
anticipating a new school year, new teachers, seeing old friends and making new
ones. Learning in a classroom was a joy. For many years my image of heaven was a
schoolroom where all my questions would be answered by the one who had brought
everything into being.
As Presbyterians, we speak of the life of the mind and acknowledge the importance
of putting our minds in the service of God. We lift up the joy of study and learning
and the ideal of faith seeking understanding. We believe in asking questions and
seeking answers. And we trust that our faith will make us into people who will use
our knowledge to make the world a better place for all of God’s people.
United with Christ in the power of the Spirit, the Church seeks “not [to] be
conformed to this world, but [to] be transformed by the renewing of [our] minds, so
that [we] may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and
perfect” (Rom. 12:2). [From the Book of Order F1.0401]
We give thanks for our nation’s commitment to educating every child. May God
bless the teachers and students this year and may we grow in
knowledge and love.

Pastor Sonja
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary passages are listed for your reflection.
September 2: Where Does Evil Come From?
Song of Solomon 2:8–13 One lover calls to another.
Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 A royal love psalm; God has blessed the king with beauty and
grace.
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 A debate on authority and tradition; evil things come
from within. Then he called the crowd again and said to them, "Listen to me, all of
you, and understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile,
but the things that come out are what defile. [Mark 7:14-15]
For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication,
theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander,
pride, folly. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person." [Mark 7:21-23]

September 9: The Wideness of God’s Love
James 2:1–10 (11–13) 14–17 Care for those who are in need; without good works, faith is dead.
Psalm 146 Trust God, who does justice, sets prisoners free, and helps the poor.
Mark 7:24-37 Jesus heals a Gentile woman’s daughter and a man who cannot speak.
Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They
were astounded beyond measure, saying, "He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute
to speak." [Mark 7:36-37]

September 16: What Does It Mean to Lose Your Soul?
Proverbs 1:20-33 Wisdom cries out in the street: Ignore my word at your peril.
Psalm 19:1-14 The heavens declare God’s glory; the law of the Lord is good.
Mark 8:27-38 Jesus says: You must take up the cross if you want to follow me.

September 23: Sermon TBA
Pastor Sonja is out this week on vacation, accompanying her husband on a trip for Presbyterian Pan American School.
Proverbs 31: 10-31 A poem in praise of a capable woman.
Psalm 1 Those who delight in God’s law will prosper like trees beside the water.
Mark 9:30-37 Jesus foretells his death and his rising and welcomes a little child.

September 30: Sermon TBA
Pastor Sonja is out this week, in Kingsville at Presbyterian Pan American School.
Psalm 124 We have escaped from a trap; our help is in the name of the Lord.
Esther 7:1–6, 9–10; 9:20–22 Queen Esther uses her influence to save her people from death.
The book of Esther does not mention God but speaks of a time when God’s people, the Jews, were in danger, and
Esther saved them. Her uncle Mordecai, encouraging her to use her influence, asks her, “And who knows but that you
have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” [Esther 4:14]
Mark 9:38-50 “Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink
because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.” [Mark 9:40-41]

Opportunities for Study & Fellowship
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Sunday Morning Adult Education, 9:15 a.m.
Join us on Sunday mornings in the Blue Room. We are viewing The
Great Courses DVD series on The Story of the Bible taught by renowned
scholar, Professor Luke Timothy Johnson. You’ll learn about the many
forms the Bible has taken and the ways history, scholarship, and
technology have helped this great tradition, as well as the Bible’s
powerful influence on human history and culture. Discussion follows.
Refreshments are always available in the kitchen every
Sunday morning. If you need a cup of coffee or soda,
stop by the kitchen; the coffee is hot and the sodas are
cold. And there are donuts! Come on down!

Stitch in Time
Join us on Tuesday, September 11, at 10 a.m., in Fellowship Hall, as
we gather together to craft various projects for those in need. Your
craft does not have to be specific to knitting or crocheting...just
bring what you love to work on and join in the fellowship while
creating! If you know someone who might enjoy the company,
invite them along…the more the merrier! For more information,
please call Bette Kleitches at 210-558-1342 or Joan Williams at
210-349-2916.

We meet in the Blue Room on the 2nd Tuesday of the
month at 11:15 a.m. Join us and invite a friend!
Bring a brown bag lunch or snack if you want.
Coffee, sodas and water are available.

Caritas
Tuesday, September 11, at 11 a.m.
Caritas is a Latin word that means
Christian love of humankind. The
OHPC Caritas team seeks to share
Christ’s love by visiting and sending
cards to our members who are
homebound, sick, or facing a painful
life transition. We will sign cards at
this meeting—come early and sign
during Stitch in Time if you want.

The Lunch Bunch Bible Study
Wednesdays at Noon

Sept 11:
Oct 9:
Nov 13:
Dec 11:

Trail of Broken Wings by Sejal Badani
The Kitchen House by Kathleen Grissom
The Day of Atonement by David Liss
The Which Way Tree by Elizabeth Crook

Our Lunch Bunch Bible Study will begin
Wednesday, September 12, at noon, in the
library. We will be using the LifeGuide
Bible Study entitled “Angels”. This
intriguing study will explore what the Bible
really says about angels, including their
service to God and their ministry to people.
Curriculum will be provided. If you have
any questions, please see Carolyn Livesay.

All are welcome!

Congregational News
SESSION NOTES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Michael Edward Dunn was received into membership by
the Session.
Session passed a motion to update the signatures on
CDs.
Session approved a motion to extend Sonja’s contract
until April.
Session approved a motion that pictures be added to the
membership directory.
Session approved a motion to extend the contract with
Our Little Hopes and Dreams pending additional advice.
The Session approved a motion to accept a $8,814 bid to
replace an additional air conditioner.
The Session determined that it could not accommodate
a request for building use from the Live Oak Singers due
to conflicts.

David Vickers, Clerk of Session

FINANCIAL NEW$
The summer has been typical regarding the budget.
Our income was below our expenses particularly in
June. This is not unusual as the summer comes with
vacations and extra expenses for utilities. We usually
begin to catch up in the fall. I surely hope that we do
this year.
The real hit to our finances came with the replacements
of air conditioners. The large unit in Fellowship Hall
cost approximately $27,000 to replace. As of printing
press time, the unit in the Blue Room & Room A is being
replaced at a cost of nearly $9,000. We have the
money in reserves, but we will need to work to rebuild
the accounts. September has five Sundays, and in years
past we dedicated the Fifth Sunday income and special
donations to the building. I urge everyone to see if you
can help replenish some of these funds this year. (Mark
your check or use the special building fund envelope to
make sure it goes to building the Capital Improvement
fund.)
Thank you for your support of OHPC.

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer
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PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE
The Pastor Nominating Committee has been hard at work
reviewing resumes for potential candidates for our new
pastor. We have received 35 referrals with more coming
in daily. As of this date, we have narrowed down the list
of eligible candidates quite a bit. The candidates have
varied in age, gender, cultural/geographical backgrounds
and experiences. We should all be very "holy" having
listened to so many recorded sermons over the past few
weeks!

The next steps will be to have direct interviews with the
most eligible candidates to help us narrow down the list.
At all times, the committee has striven to use the criteria
the congregation deemed most important to them,
based on the surveys and lunchtime meetings held by the
Transition Team.
Please continue to keep us in your prayers.

MEMBERSHIP
"Who sits in front of me at church every week?"
Have you ever said, or heard someone say this in church
recently? It's been quite a few years since we had a
Pictorial Church Directory at Oak Hills. The Membership
Committee and several other
church members are working
on options to make this
happen. Look for more
information over the next few
months!

Check out our new website—
same address but an improved layout!

www.oakhillspresbyterian.com

Music Notes
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CHOIR UPDATE
Many thanks to our dedicated choir which returned to duty on August 5th. They took a muchdeserved break during the month of July, and we were all delighted to hear them again in August
singing some of the favorites from the repertoire.
The choir will resume its Wednesday evening rehearsals after Labor Day, beginning on Wednesday,
September 5th at 7:00 p.m. Our Fall Season will kick off with a review of some familiar anthems,
then gradually new selections will be introduced. By late November, we will be concentrating on
our Christmas offerings as we get in the season’s spirit!
If you’ve ever thought about joining the choir, now is the ideal time. We
have a fun time at rehearsals – and reading music is not a requirement. All
that is asked is that you enjoy music and can make a commitment to joining
us for most rehearsals and Sunday worship. This ministry is very rewarding
– please consider being part of our team. If you have any questions, please
see Greg Nussel.

AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS
I just renewed my membership in the Alamo Chapter of the American Guild of Organists (AGO). The AGO is
a national professional association serving the organ and choral music fields. The Guild serves nearly
15,000 members in approximately 300 chapters throughout the United States and abroad. The mission of
the American Guild of Organists is to foster a thriving community of musicians who share their knowledge
and inspire passion for the organ.
The Alamo Chapter has been active in San Antonio since 1924. Since its founding, the AGO has placed
hundreds of area organists in various churches throughout Bexar County, while nurturing the skills of many
area organists. Our beloved John Lile was active for decades in the Guild, serving as Dean of the Alamo
Chapter from 1984 to 1986.
I have been active in the Guild for more than two decades, and the benefits of membership have not only
helped me immeasurably but every congregation I have served. When I moved to San Antonio five years
ago, the Alamo Chapter leadership found out I had served as Treasurer of the New Orleans Chapter for
many years, so I was promptly appointed as the Treasurer for the Alamo Chapter.
Within the next year, I am hoping to arrange an AGO Event at Oak Hills Presbyterian Church, much as
John Lile had done during his tenure. In that way, local organists would be able to share their talents and
advocations in all things organ-related with our congregation.
We have a very fine pipe organ that would serve as a perfect
instrument for recitals and concerts. Stay tuned for future
developments. In the meantime, see you in church!
Greg Nussel
Organist and Choirmaster

Other News & Notes
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The light shines in the darkness and the
darkness has not overcome it. John 1:5

FEAST to FEED
CAM’s Annual Dinner Benefit

October 10
The Pearl Stable
You are invited to join CAM for an
inspirational night that will shine a light
on their ministry and those they serve.
For more information and to purchase
your tickets, or sponsorship.
Please visit: www.cam-sa.org

Coming next month...

World Communion Sunday
Join us for this special worship service
on October 7
when we join with Christians all over
the world to celebrate Christ’s unifying
love in the midst of human diversity.

Many thanks to all who donated school
supplies for the Presbyterian Children’s
Home. The grocery cart overflowed
with your generosity!

For questions, please call: 210-223-4099
Your Input is Welcome!
Did you know you can contribute an article
to share with our OHPC family? It can be an
inspirational story, a helpful hint, a recipe or
something that will tickle our funny bone
(such as the article to your left sent in by
Eleanor Egger.)
Please note all
articles have to be
approved by the
editor and is subject
to available space.

Box Tops for Education

-Author unknown

Don’t forget to cut out the little Box Tops and bring
them with you when you come to church and place
them in the container across from the church office.
We send all of the box tops collected to the
Menaul School in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

September 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2
9:15 am Sunday School

3

10:30 am Worship

Office
Closed
6:30 pm Bridge

11:30 am Fellowship &
Birthday Party
9
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship
12:15 pm Session
16
9:15 am Sunday School

4
10 am NARFE

5
11 am Christian Ed
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

6
6:30 pm Building &
Grounds

7

8

10
6:30 pm Bridge

11
10 am Stitch in Time
11 am Caritas
11:15 am Book Club

12
Noon Lunch Bunch
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

13

14

15

17
6:30 pm Bridge

18

19
Noon Lunch Bunch
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

20

21

22

24
6:30 pm Bridge

25

26
Noon Lunch Bunch
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

27

28

29

10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship
23
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship
30
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship

We celebrate our members’
birthdays on the first Sunday
of each month during our
Fellowship Hour.

9/3 Ed Kleitches
9/5 Joe Hopkins
9/5 Marie Richards
9/9 David Vickers
9/13 Tyler Tschirhart
9/13 Akongmbora Tsongwain
9/18 Robby Wilson
9/20 Ethan Brown
9/23 Peggy Anderson
9/23 Nitin Devasahayam

9/24 Chris White
9/27 Dan Johnston
9/28 Bethany Borak
9/30 Nancy Redd
9/30 Zachary Scott

9/1 Charles & Peggy
Anderson
9/8 Barry & Jan Hamill
9/17 Tim & Vanessa O’Keefe
9/21 Akongmbora Tsongwain
& Cynthia Fru
9/30 Bob & Sandra Goad

Members of OHPC can
share birthday joy with
those in need. The
“Birthday Offering”
allows us to contribute
a monetary gift in
honor of someone’s
birthday, including our
own. Habitat for
Humanity will receive
our 3rd Quarter
offering.
Postcards are available
in the narthex to mail if
you would like to inform
the recipient of your
donation.

Oak Hills Presbyterian Church
6739 Callaghan Road
San Antonio, Texas 78229
210-342-0271
Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com
Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com

Return Service Requested

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

