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Inside this  
Issue: 

Beloved Family, 
 

On the first Sunday of this month, we will get to celebrate The Eucharist with 
a special group of young adults: our Confirmation Class of 2022! It should 
have been the Confirmation Class of 2020, but we all know how that turned 
out. Despite the delay, I am thrilled to be welcoming our newest members and 
honoring their journeys of faith. 

For their final requirement, I asked each confirmand to write a statement of 
faith. I gave them several prompts to consider, and thought I would share the 
prompts here as well. May this inspire you to reflect on your own journey of 
faith. 

Confirmation Essay Prompts: 

-What do you believe about God? 

-Who was Jesus? 

-How would you describe the Holy Spirit? 

-How are all three above connected in the Trinity? 

-What do you think is the role or purpose of the church? 

-What are your thoughts about The Bible? 

-What does living a “life of faith” mean to you? 

-What questions do you still have? 

 

How would you answer these questions now? How might your answers have 

been different when you were a teenager? As always, I would love to hear any 

thoughts you may care to share. Thank you all for praying for our youth; I 

pray we continue to be a source of support for 

them in the years to come. 
 

 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 



Sunday Worship  

 Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
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October 2 is World Wide Communion Sunday.  We celebrate the life and resur-
rection of our Lord in communion with fellow believers all over the world.   
 

It is also Confirmation Sunday at OHPC, for the young people whose class was 
interrupted by the pandemic.  With infant  baptism, the parents promise to 
raise their child in the Christian faith.  These young people are now ready to 
make a public confession of faith and accept the responsibility of life in the 
church, thus confirming the faith in which they were raised.  Come celebrate 
these new brothers and sisters in faith with us! 
 
 

 

Lectionary passages for the month follow: 
 

October 2:  17th Sunday after Pentecost—World Communion Sunday  
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4  Write the vision; make it plain:  the righteous live by their faith. 
Psalm 37:1-9   Commit your way to the Lord; trust in God, who will act. 
2 Timothy 1:1-14   Rekindle your faith; guard the good treasure entrusted to you. 
Luke 17:5-10   If you had faith like a mustard seed, you could uproot this tree. 
  

October 9:  18th Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c   Elisha tells Naaman to wash in the Jordan; he is cured of leprosy. 
Psalm 111    Satisfy us with your love, O Lord; prosper the work of our hands.  
2 Timothy 2:8-15  The living word of God is our judge; Jesus is our great high priest. 
Luke 17:11-19    For God all things are possible; the last will be first in the kingdom. 
 

October 16:  19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 32:22-31  Wrestling with a stranger at night, Jacob seeks God’s blessing. 
Psalm 121   My help comes from the Lord, who guards me day and night. 
2 Timothy 3:14—4:5   Continue in your faith; be persistent in proclaiming the gospel. 
Luke 18:1-8   The widow and the unjust judge:  pray always and do not lose heart. 
 

October 23:  20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 We acknowledge our wickedness, O Lord; we set our hope on you. 
Psalm 84:1-7   How lovely is your dwelling place; my heart and flesh sing for joy. 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 I have fought the good fight and kept the faith; God stands by me. 
Luke 18:9-14    Jesus tells a parable:  the prayers of a Pharisee and a tax collector. 
 

October 30:  21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 1:10-18   Wash and make yourselves clean; learn to do good and seek justice. 
Psalm 32:1-7   Happy are those whose sin is forgiven; I will confess to the Lord. 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 To the Thessalonians:  I give thanks for your faith and pray for you. 
Luke 19:1-10   Zacchaeus, a tax collector, wants to see Jesus; Jesus visits his home. 
 

October 31:  Reformation Day 
Jeremiah 31:31-34  God says:  I will make a new covenant, writing my law in your heart. 
Psalm 46   Though the earth changes and the waters roar, God is our refuge. 
Romans 3:19-28  We are justified by the gift of God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 
John 8:31-36   Jesus says:  You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=world+communion+sunday+and+potluck&view=detailv2&&id=842A42137C382FF3AD205E5E00084210CE328BB1&selectedIndex=70&ccid=WgIqLZi%2b&simid=608018390748630466&thid=OIP.M5a022a2d98beb837a5ddd1fe92c62cdaH0
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Opportunities for Study, Service & Fellowship 

We’d be delighted to  have you joins us 
at 11 am the third Thursday of each 

month— in person or on Zoom.  
 

Oct 20:  Two Old Women by Velma Wallace 
 

The gripping tale of two elderly women abandoned 
by their starving tribe in northeastern Alaska ends 
with a surprising twist.  This story of survival is 
based on an Athabascan legend passed from moth-

er to daughter for genera-
tions in the upper Yukon Riv-
er area. 
 

Upcoming books: 
 

Nov 16:  The Extraordinary 
Life of Sam Hell, by Robert 
Dugoni 
 

Dec 15: Run, Rose, Run  by 
Dolly Parton and James 
Patterson 

Choir is back and we need your help! 

As you may have noticed, 
our choir is down to about 
6 or 7 voices.  This means 
if one or two are absent, 
we don’t have enough to 
present an anthem.  We 
generally rehearse each 
piece for several weeks, 
so you have time to be-
come familiar with it even 
if you don’t read music.  

So if you like to “make a joyful noise” please consider 
joining us on Wednesday evenings from 7-8 pm! 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

 
 
 

      
Bless and be blessed by being a Children’s 

Church Volunteer!   

Curriculum and materials are provided.  For 
more information, please see Pastor 

Rachael or Heather Ebert.            

 

Fall at the International School of San Antonio means 
many opportunities to talk about culture! We had our 
first school-wide celebration with the Chinese Mid-
Autumn Festival on September 10. For those who are 
unfamiliar with Mid-Autumn Festival, it is a time for 
families to come together and appreciate the harvest 
moon. It is also a time to eat mooncakes! We have 
kicked off Hispanic Heritage Month as well! Our stu-
dents have already learned about Mexican Independ-
ence Day (September 16) and Chilean Independence 
Day (September 18). We will close out Hispanic Herit-
age Month with a public event on October 8. All are 
welcome. 
 

Even though we are still in the first part of the school year we can see that our students 
are making great progress with their immersion languages! Some  of our students are al-
ready in their third year with us and can say so much with fluency. We even have stu-
dents saying the pledge of allegiance in French and Chinese!   

ISSA 
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SESSION NOTES 
 

 Accepted Dan Clark into membership 
 Approved December 10 as the date for the annual 

Christmas Dinner; donations will be accepted 
 Approved serving wine at the Christmas Dinner 
 The lease of the school wing for August, 2022, 

through July, 2023, by the International School of 
San Antonio has been signed . 

 A section of the sewer line that was clogged by 
tree roots has been dug up and replaced. 

 

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

FINANCIAL NEW$ 

 
 

   P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

     Fall is here and we are beginning to think of the 
budget for 2023.  We now have to look to our plans 
for the new year and how they will impact the budget.  
The committee chairs will be working with the Inter-
pretation and Stewardship committee to plan the new 
budget. With the unanticipated sewer repairs and the 
need of a new lawn mower, this year’s budget will 
show a short fall in funds  at the end, but that is what 
reserves are for.  Fortunately, the garage sale took in a 
little less than $8000 minus expenses.  
     I do appreciate all of you who have contributed so 
generously this year.  We will be preparing up-to-date 
contribution statements soon so that you have that in-
formation as you are asked to estimate your support 
for next year.  Thank you again.   

Welcome to Our Confirmands! 
 

After a dedicated course of study, the      
following young people have decided to join 
our family of faith.  Help us welcome them 

on Sunday, October 2. 
 

Kaorie Eni Kamsah Chi 

Mac-Elroy Kell Fru Chi 

Christopher J Garcia 

Sodetou Mbiarrey M Njifouota 

Jose Stacy Lopez  
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JUST SAY NO 
 
In 1984, First Lady Nancy Reagan introduced her “Just Say No” campaign to respond to the scourge of 
drug abuse in the country. Mrs. Reagan traveled the country to endorse the campaign, appearing on tele-
vision news programs, talk shows, and public service announcements. The First Lady also visited 
schools, colleges, and drug rehabilitation centers to promote “Just Say No.” Although some criticized 
her efforts as being overly simplistic to a very complex problem, most of the public applauded Mrs. 
Reagan’s work. 

 

When considering the issues of the day, perhaps saying “Just Say No” would be 
salutary.  Perhaps we should “Just Say No” to child abuse, poverty, discrimina-
tion, racism, gun violence, crime, terrorism, and other ills.  And, in the church 
world, I’m ready to “Just Say No” to inappropriate music in church at worship, 
weddings, and funerals. 
 

I didn’t always say no. I am red-faced to admit, but in 
the 1970’s and 1980’s, I often said yes to accommodate 
the unusual musical requests of congregants. My coop-
eration occurred at a time when musical standards had 
degraded in the Catholic and mainline Protestant 
Churches. Clergymen often were uninterested in music 
quality, trying to keep folks in the pews. As a result, I 
found myself playing the Carpenter’s W e’ve Only Just 

Begun, Sunrise, Sunset from Fiddler  on the Roof, Debbie Boone’s Y ou Light 
Up My Life, and other  notables.  Most of the time, I just sa id yes to please the 
people.  I regret it.  
 

Funerals were no better. I played some outrageous compositions, such as John 
Denver’s A nnie’s Song.  One time I played a  funera l for  a  decedent named 
Margorie.  The service was conducted at a funeral home chapel.  As Marjorie ’s 
coffin was wheeled out of the chapel, I played the Al Jolson song, “Margie” on a warbling electronic 
organ.  “My little Margie, I’m always thinking of you, Margie. I’ll tell the world I love you, don’t forget 
your promise to me. . .” wailed the popular tune.  I never should have played it.  

 

All was not lost, though.  I did say no to the most egregious requests.  These in-
cluded declining to play “What Kind of Fool Am I” as a wedding processional; 
not surprising, this was not the bride and groom ’s first wedding. Another note-
worthy request I refused was playing “Side by Side” as a wedding recessional. 
“Oh, we ain’t got a barrel of money, maybe we’re ragged and funny, but we trav-
el along, singing a song, Side by Side!” This song, delightful though it may be 
for a barroom, has no place in church.  
 

As a side bar, several of our choir members know these songs, but not as church 
music.  I think Roberta Betts and Peggy Hudson have memorized the lyrics! 
Come to our choir practice sometime, and you’ll hear me 
belting out these golden oldies on the Egger Memorial 
Organ before our practice begins.  
 

Fortunately, better days were waiting, and musical standards started improving 
in many denominations in the 1990’s and beyond. Nowadays, the younger people 
want appropriate, classic music at their weddings, and the older set appreciate 
traditional music at memorial services. I am happy to accommodate these people 
– saying a big YES!  
 

Gregory Nussel 
Organist and Music Director  
September 28, 2022  



Membership - Let’s Get to Know One Another Better 
 

This month, the Membership Committee is highlighting a member of our 
congregation who is well-known to anyone who has ever worked at 

our church Garage Sales, LaVunn Mims.   
     LaVunn grew up in Tulsa, OK, the eldest of 3 sisters. She graduated from UTMB in 
Galveston and is a Physical Therapist. In Galveston, she met her husband, Charles 
who is a physician. They moved to San Antonio and started new jobs here. The cou-
ple was married at OHPC by a former pastor, Randy Nichols. Because of busy sched-
ules, they did not join the church until their oldest son started pre-school here at the 
Children’s Enrichment Center. The Mims have three children, two boys and a girl.  
LaVunn was an active volunteer in the school program and served as chairman of the 
CEC board for six years. As the children got older, she continued to volunteer her time with schools, chairing sev-
eral committees and serving as President of the PTAs at Locke Hill Elementary and Hobby Middle Schools.  
     When her youngest child started high school, LaVunn decided to take a “real” job, and worked in Attendance at 
Hobby Middle School. She had several OHPC children helping her as Student Office Aides. She worked for 15 years 
and retired in 2013. 
    LaVunn has been helping out with our church garage sales since June of 1983 when it was a much smaller event 
started by Katherine Erwin, the pastor’s wife.  It was all held outdoors and LaVunn chaired the Antiques and 
Treasures booth. She agreed to be the chairperson over 15 years ago and has been doing a bang-up job ever 
since. Her talents and organizational skills have helped raise thousands of dollars for Oak Hills over the years. 
     When not coordinating the Garage Sale, LaVunn stays very busy. She is a Bexar County Master Gardener and 
volunteers at several events around town. She is also an active alumnae of Chi Omega Sorority and participates in 
Volksmarching as well.  She has 4 grandchildren and is the backup babysitter for them when needed. She manages 
several rental properties and has a guest house in Bandera, Texas. And with all of this, she still manages to travel 
about four times a year. This year she has taken trips to Tanzania, Rwanda, Israel and is traveling to Northern Italy 
at the end of September. A trip to Fiji is planned for November. 
 

     OHPC is blessed to have such a talented, hard-working member as part of our congregation! 
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OHPC in Mission 

 

At the end of the garage sale, a 
gentleman bought six garbage 
bags full of kids’ clothes for 

$100, intending to take them to 
needy children in Mexico.  We 

sold about eight winter coats that 
were destined for Mexico as well.  
Most of our remaining “stuff” has 

been donated to the Salvation  
Army.  As LaVunn stated in her 

garage sale announcement, it was 
a Win-Win for all:  the church 

made some money and numerous 
folks in need will benefit! 
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Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

A very hearty thank-you to our many 
wonderful volunteers who donated 
stuff, sorted stuff, organized and priced 
stuff, then organized some more before 
manning the sales booths on Saturday. 
All that exhausting work resulted in 
bargains galore for our shoppers and a 
pretty penny for our reserve funds.   

And the workers are thankful to all 
those who donated food!    

A mink is the perfect 
accessory for a night 
on the town—and we 

sold both of them! 

Greg models 

the latest in  

organist      

attire. 

The choir will 
not be wearing 
Peggy’s head 
scarf (called a 
fascinating)! 
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Join us for our annual Trunk or Treat! 
 

What:    A safe way for kids to trick or treat and a great way to reach out to 
our community and the International School. We’ll have hotdogs with all the trim-
mings, games, crafts, and Trick or Treating, of course! 
Where:   OHPC Parking Lot (weather permitting) 
Who:     Everyone of all ages—invite your family, friends, and neighbors! 
When:    Sunday,  October 30,  1 1 :30 AM to 1 :30 PM 
 
 

OHPC’s Membership Team and Fellowship Team encourage everyone to bring a 

bag of candy or treats to share with the kids 

from our congregation, the International 

School, and our neighborhood so our commu-

nity will see what a fantastic church we have!      
           

Car decorations and costumes    
are optional. 

 Blessing of the Backpacks 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=volunteers+needed+for+fellowship+hour+images&view=detailv2&&id=053BFE2CBEA83A443032BDF056CBC93137316D84&selectedIndex=26&ccid=76bNZldL&simid=608049872373746922&thid=JN.N6J3eAEtFLYtu%2f3vKIzfcw


 

10/2    Robert Ebert 

10/7    Maegan Myers 

10/9     Ashley Amonett 

10/12  Betty Jean Hill 

10/13  Sodetou Njifouota 

10/19  Maurene Stanton 

10/20   Elvis Bache 

10/21  Melvinio Moto 

10/21  Jennifer Myers 

10/25  Rex Ezeh 

10/25  Noelle Huntley 

 

  10/28  Cody Tschirhart 

  10/31  Don McCurnin 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 10/10 Charlie & Nancy Redd 

 10/12 Hayward & Elinor James 

 10/18 Don & Patty McCurnin 

 10/18  Ashley & Ro Amonett 

 10/26 Charles & LaVunn Mims 

 

October 2022  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     

 
 1 

1-3 PM Girl 
Scouts 

210:30  

Worship 
 

4-6 Guide Dogs 

3 4 5 

 

7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA 

6 
 

12:30 Bridge 

7 8 
ISSA Mexican 
Heritage cele-
bration 

9 10:30 AM    

Worship 

11:30  Session 

Session  

10 

 
Columbus Day 

11 12   

 

7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA 

13   

 

 

12:30 Bridge 

14 15 
1-3 PM Girl 
Scouts 

16 10:30 AM 

Worship 
 

4-6 Guide Dogs 

17 18 19 
 

7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA 

20 
 

11 Book Club 

1:00 Bridge 

21 22 

23 10:30 AM 

Worship 
 

 

24 25 26 

 

7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA 

27   
 

12:30 Bridge 

28 29 
 

 

30  10:30 

Worship 

11:30 Trunk 

or Treat 

31      

No matter what 

challenges you 

face, may you 

be reminded of 

God’s peace 

throughout 

each new day. 



Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

Colossians 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 


