
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h   
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y      

“God is already at work in any community. We need to join the work that God is already doing.” 

-Rev. Jake Medcalf, First Presbyterian Church, Hayward, CA 

 

Beloved Family, 

Our world is hurting in ways that seem almost too innumerable to count. When 
the world is in pain, we must do everything we can to help our neighbors, but 
we must also make time to tend to our own souls. Since the world began, art has 
been one way that people can tend to their own souls. So this month, I was go-
ing to encourage you to search for art that restores you, but then I had the no-
tion that perhaps creating art yourself might be even more of a balm.  So in that 
spirit, I invite you to…create your own psalm! 
Psalms are poems/songs that invite us to connect to God on a more intimate and 
emotional level. They seem particularly appropriate for this time when we may 
find it difficult to connect with God through mere rational thought. Psalms al-
low us to praise, rage, lament, question, petition, celebrate, and rest…
sometimes all within a few lines of each other. When we can’t find the right 
logical words, psalms give us stirring metaphors and rich imagery.  
You can create your psalm from scratch, but some find it easier to choose a bib-
lical psalm as a starting point. If you go that route, here is a suggested outline: 

1. Select your favorite psalm or you can look to one of the following 
four psalms for inspiration: 12 (lament), 51 (repentance), 64 (seeking 
protection), 138 (praise and thanksgiving). 

2. Read through your chosen psalm several times. Notice how it makes 
you feel. Take note of any poetic devices used: repetition, metaphors, 
similes, imagery, personification, etc. 

3. Circle any words or phrases that seem antiquated to you, and think 
about how they could be modernized 

4. Write! Write your own psalm to God. Then say it out loud; psalms 
were meant to be spoken and sung. 

Even if you think what you create isn’t “good,” remember that spending any 
amount of time engaging with scripture and connecting with God is always time 
well spent. God will be thrilled that you are choosing to engage in this way. 
If you wish to share your psalms with me, I would LOVE to read them. My 
email is rhuntley@oakhillspresbyterian.com  I have 
written my own and will perhaps share it next month.  
 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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One of the readings this month includes this passage: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lectionary passages follow: 
 

October 4:  18th Sunday after Pentecost—World Communion Sunday  
Isaiah 5:1-7     Isaiah sings of a vineyard that has failed to produce good fruit. 
Psalm 80:7-15    Restore us, O God of hosts; have regard for the vine you planted. 
Philippians 3:4b-14    All that I have is nothing; knowing Jesus Christ is everything. 
Matthew 21:33-46    A parable about a vineyard, wicked tenants, and the owner’s son. 
  

October 11:  19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 25:1-9    God will make a feast for all peoples, destroying death forever.   
Psalm 23     The Lord prepares a table for me in the presence of my enemies.  
Philippians 4:1-9  Rejoice in the Lord; do not worry; God’s peace will be with you. 
Matthew 22:1-14    The kingdom is like a banquet; many are called, few are chosen. 
 

October 18:  20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 45:1-7   The Lord anoints Cyrus:  I alone am God; I call you by my name. 
Psalm 96:1-9 (10-13)  Declare God’s glory among the nations; all other gods are idols.  
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10   Paul writes to the Thessalonians:  We give thanks and pray for you. 
Matthew 22:15-22  The Pharisees test Jesus with a question about paying taxes. 
 

October 25:  21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 Be holy, as the Lord is holy: love your neighbor as yourself.  
Psalm 1      Happy are those who delight in the law of the Lord. 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8  We come to you to share the gospel; we also share ourselves. 
Matthew 22:34-46   Love the Lord your God, and love your neighbor as yourself. 

 

And the peace of God,  
which passeth all understanding, 
shall keep your hearts and minds                        

through Christ Jesus. 
           

     -Philippians 4:7 No matter what challenges you face, 

may you be reminded of God’s peace 

throughout each new day. 
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Opportunities for Study, Service & Fellowship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May the God of peace 

grant you peace at all times in all ways. 

A new 5-lesson Bible study entitled The Things 

that Make for Peace will begin October 7, meeting 

by Zoom at 6 PM the first and third Wednesday 

through December 3.  The course focuses on the 

inner and outer path to peace as a foundation to 

faithful discipleship.  Participants are invited to 

define and deepen their calling as peacemakers.   

If interested in participating in this Bible Study, 

please contact Donna Amonett at 

damonett@gmail.com. 

World Communion Sunday offers congregations a distinctive opportunity to     

experience Holy Communion in the context of the global community of faith. 

The first Sunday of October has become a time when Christians in every culture 

break bread and pour the cup to remember and affirm Christ as the Head of the 

Church. On that day, they remember that they are part of the whole body of  

believers. Whether shared in a grand cathedral, a mud hut, outside on a hilltop, 

in a meetinghouse, or in a storefront, Christians celebrate the communion litur-

gy in as many ways as there are congregations. World Communion Sunday can 

be both a profound worship experience and a time for learning more about our 

wider community of faith.   

Stitch in Time 
 

We are looking forward 

to meeting in person soon! 

And we’d love to have you join us 

when we do.  In the meantime, if you 

know anyone who would welcome a 

lap blanket or afghan, let us know. 

For more information, please call       

Bette Kleitches at 210-558-1342 or             

Joan Williams at 210-349-2916. 

We’d be delighted to  have you joins us 
at 11 am on Zoom the first Thursday of 

each month.     
 

Oct 1:   The Vanishing Half, by Brit Bennett 
 

Stella and Desiree  grow up as identical twins in a 
mythical Louisiana town where skin color matters.  
After they disappear, the girls’ lives diverge com-
pletely.  This compelling story raises questions not 

only about race, but also 
about family and the effect 
of past experiences. 
 
Upcoming books: 
 

Nov 5:  Millicent Glenn’s Last 
Wish, by Tori Whitaker 
 

Dec 3: A Woman Makes a 
Plan, by Maye Musk 

mailto:damonett@gmail.com
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SESSION NOTES 
 

 

 Approved the replacement of the air conditioning 
unit in the western wing of the administration area 
(the office and the Pastor’s suite); replacement 
took place in early September. 

 Devised a plan for reopening our in-person wor-
ship, as well as the indicators for shutting down, 
should the situation worsen.  (see page 8) 

 Purchased a metal trailer, situated on the back 
parking lot, to store maintenance equipment.  

 Work toward upgrading our sound system and 
live-streaming process continues. 

 Had a delightful visit with COM liaison Joyce Batty 
for our triennial check-in. 

 

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

FINANCIAL NEW$ 
 

 
 

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

The last months have provided a number of chal-
lenges for the church finances.  Thanks to all of you 
who have continued to contribute to OHPC.  Many 
of our expenses have continued.  Several large ex-
penses have hit our capital improvement funds:  our 
building & grounds storage had to be upgraded to 
prevent  loss due to theft and the 20+ year old A/C 
in the office area had to be replaced.  If anyone 
wants to help replenish these funds you may do so 
by marking your check.  As we move forward your 
continued support of OHPC is appreciated. 

MEMBERSHIP - Let’s Get to Know Each Other Better 
 

This month, the Membership Committee is highlighting another 
new member to OHPC, Kenneth Maynard. 

Ken was born and raised in Orlando, Florida. He joined the Air 
Force in 1966 and retired from the AF after 30 years’ service. He 
was a Russian linguist during his service, which required him to 
travel to many foreign countries. He also lived in Japan and Ger-
many for several years. He and his family decided to settle in San 
Antonio after his AF retirement in 1996. He has since worked at 
several other jobs.  At one time he was the Executive Director of 
the local chapter of the National Community Associations Institute. 
Most recently he was the Staff Director for the Bexar Metro 9-1-1 
District, the organization that ensures emergency calls are deliv-
ered to the appropriate First Responders 

He retired from this second career in 2013 and enjoys traveling and photography. His passion is restoring old Brit-
ish cars and he loves working on his two Triumphs. 

He and his wife have a daughter and two grandchildren living in San Antonio. 

Ken stated that he was raised in a Presbyterian Church but didn’t attend church regularly for a while. He said he 
decided that he would like to find a small church home and found OHPC on Google! 

He has become an active member of our congregation and is working along with Dr. Shepherd as our liaison to the 
Presbyterian Children’s Home. 

We’re so glad to welcome Ken to our OHPC family! 



 
The Five Most Musical Presidents in American History 
Compiled by Greg Nussel, Music Director and Organist 

 
With the Presidential election cycle in full swing, let’s have some fun identifying the top five 
Presidents with musical talents.  There are others, of course, but careful research puts these five as 

most deserving of musical recognition.  Here they are, in reverse rank order. 
 

#5 – BILL CLINTON 
 

Clinton played saxophone well enough to win first chair in Arkansas’s all-state band.  Early in high 
school, he considered making music a career but by age 16 embarked on a political life. Nonethe-
less, he practiced every day.  Clinton famously appeared in 1992 on the Arsenio Hall Show, playing 
sax while wearing sunglasses and a wild necktie. 

 
#4 – HARRY TRUMAN 
 
Truman was a serious pianist and played at the 
White House for guests throughout his presi-
dency.  He is the earliest of the Presidents to be 
captured on video, and clips may be found on 
Youtube.  His daughter, Margaret Truman Dan-
iels, wanted to be an opera singer. Truman’s 
rage against a critic who panned her perfor-
mance is a legendary rant in history. 
 
#3 – RICHARD NIXON 
 

Nixon was an accomplished pianist also playing 
the accordion and violin.  In addition, he is the 
only President who composed any music that 
came to public attention.  He appeared on the 
Jack Paar show in 1961, capably performing a 
piano concerto he composed.  
 
#2 – WARREN HARDING 
 
Harding played almost every band instrument.  He bragged, “I played every instrument but the slide 
trombone and the E-flat cornet.”  He apparently played well enough to play the tuba in a band that 
celebrated his 1920 nomination. 
 
#1 – THOMAS JEFFERSON 

 

Jefferson is easily America’s top musical President.  In college, he practiced the violin and  
cello every day, playing chamber music for personal recreation.  Mrs. Jefferson was an  
accomplished pianist, and daughter Martha played the harpsichord.  The family home,  
Montecello, still has numerous musical instruments.  Jefferson also acquired a vast musical 
library that he later donated to the Library of Congress. 
 

Curiously, four out of five of these Presidents are most remembered for the scandals that marred their administra-
tions, rather than their musicianship.  Only Truman emerges unscathed on that count, which probably says more 
about musicians than it does about politicians! 
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P a g e  6 Goodbye and Hello 

It is with great sadness that we say good-bye to Benny Arredondo.  
After twenty-four years, he has become a fixture around Oak Hills 
Presbyterian Church.  He has cleaned up after us, mowed our lawn, 
trimmed our trees, and made repairs.  And through it all, he main-
tained that wonderful smile!  He says he really enjoyed the work, 
and just loved the people.  He expects to continue keeping busy in 
his retirement—he says that’s what keeps him going! 

To show our appreciation, we will be collecting cards and gifts for 
Benny; you can mail them or drop them off at the church. Any 
money given is considered a “love offering” and not a donation, so 
if you write a check, please make it out to Benny himself and not to 
the church. We will be collecting cards and gifts until October 15, 
when we will present them to Benny.  

 

We wish Benny all the best 

and are so grateful for his time here!  

We are delighted to welcome Consuelo Krueger, 
our new administrative assistant! 

 

Meet Consuelo, the new face in our office!  Born in Albuquer-
que, she and her husband Dan have been in San Antonio only a 
month, leaving four children and two grandbabies behind in 
Fort Collins, CO.  Cade is two and Razaea is one.  We do hope 
to meet them sometime!  Her youngest son, Thomas, age four-
teen, will be visiting in the summer and we look forward to 
meeting him.  Consuelo previously worked for Faith Property 
Management, managing HOAs in the Fort Collins area.  She is 
delighted with the friendliness and helpfulness of the folks she 
has encountered in San Antonio.  She should feel right at home 
at Oak Hills! 

While everyone surely wants to welcome her to San Antonio 
and to the Oak Hills Presbyterian Church family, let’s give her 
a few weeks to get adjusted to her new duties and all the pro-
cesses associated with it.  (And CA—you’re going to have to 
hold off on that hug for a while!) 
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Coming next month… 

November 1  Daylight Savings Time ends  Clocks 

are set back one hour. 

November 3  Election Day   Your chance to have a 

say in our country’s governance. 

November 11  Veterans Day  Please remember and 

give thanks for our brave military veterans.  

Heritage Day  A day to honor our denomination’s 

Scottish roots dating back to the Reformation. 

Stewardship Sunday  Celebrate God’s gifts. 

November 26 Thanksgiving  Take time to remem-

ber all of God’s blessings. 

November 29  Advent begins  We prepare to cele-

brate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

PCHAS Update 
 
Each year, the Presbyterian Children’s Home and Services sponsors a fund-raising 
luncheon. This year, due to the pandemic (have you heard those words before?), 
PCHAS is hosting a virtual “luncheon” instead. The luncheon is scheduled for Octo-
ber 6 at 12:00PM and will be a half-hour or so long. 
 
On behalf of Banner Huggins, PCHAS Development Officer, San Antonio and Coastal Bend Regions, I 
invite you to attend this virtual session to learn more about the PCHAS mission and how we at Oak 
Hills Presbyterian Church can help with that mission. You can register here (hold control and click). If 
you register before September 25, you’ll receive a special treat in the mail to enjoy during the lunch-
eon. 
 
Thank you and hope to “see” you there! 
 
Have a blessed day, 
Ken Maynard 
 
P.S. If you can’t attend but would like to support PCHAS’s important mission, you can donate here 
(hold control and click). 

Birthday  
Offering 

Celebrate your birthday 
(or someone else’s!) 

with a gift to the San Antonio Campus 
of the Presbyterian Children’s Home! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To make your donation, indicate on your check or 

envelope “birthday offering”.  If you would like to 

contribute a monetary gift in honor of someone’s 

birthday, postcards are available in the narthex to 

mail if you would like to inform the honoree of 

your donation. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=volunteers+needed+for+fellowship+hour+images&view=detailv2&&id=053BFE2CBEA83A443032BDF056CBC93137316D84&selectedIndex=26&ccid=76bNZldL&simid=608049872373746922&thid=JN.N6J3eAEtFLYtu%2f3vKIzfcw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SADQfASMSyC6acCsawQUxQ
https://giving.pchas.org/page.redir?target=https://giving.pchas.org/southtexas&srcid=20382&srctid=1&erid=989717&trid=3add164e-5248-4e2d-b28a-d843d02f906b
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Oak Hills Presbyterian Church Return to Worship Plan 

  

Procedures for opening and closing Actions required beforehand 

Assessment will be made each Tuesday using the metrics 
reported on San Antonio's COVID-19 dashboard. 

Session members will take a count of expected congregants 
during their weekly calls.   

Maintain indicators for two consecutive weeks before    
reopening. 

Members are asked to remain home if they experience any 
signs of illness or have interacted with someone who tests  
positive. 

Change-of-status announcements will be made by email 
and during weekly connection calls.  

 Actions expected of the church 

Community indicators for opening Temperature checks will be conducted at the door. 

The positivity rate for COVID-19 is 5% or less. Hand sanitizer will be dispensed upon arrival. 

The doubling time for positive cases is greater than 18 
days. 

Every other pew will be closed off. 

San Antonio community reaches 14 days of declining posi-
tive cases. 

Masks will be provided for those who arrive without one. 

There will be no choir.  

Community Markers for Closing Prepackaged communion elements will be provided. 

Any one measure is out of compliance for two consecutive 
weeks. 

Offering plates will be available in the narthex; there will be no 
collection during the service. 

Any two measures are out of compliance in the same week. Outer doors will remain open during the service for ventilation. 

 A congregant who attended services tests positive. Cleaning will be conducted between services. 

  

Live-streaming of services will continue for those who are not 
ready to return to in-person worship. 

  
Ushers will take attendance for contact tracing, should that 
become necessary. 

    

  Actions expected of congregants 

  Masks are required all times. 

  No handshakes or hugs. 

  Congregants will remain 6 feet apart within each pew, except 
for household members or people arriving together.   

  
There will be no congregational singing, but humming is en-
couraged. 

  
Congregants will exit by rows, starting in the back, as directed 
by the ushers. 

“You will never know if you have been too cautious, 

but you will certainly know if you haven’t been cautious enough.” 



10/2    Robert Ebert 

10/7    Maegan Myers 

10/8    Rhys Kelch  

10/9    Russell Seal 

10/9     Ashley Amonett 

10/12  Betty Jean Hill 

10/13  Sodetou Njifouota 

10/19  Maurene Stanton 

10/20   Elvis Bache 

10/21  Melvinio Moto 

10/21  Jennifer Myers 

10/25  Rex Ezeh 

  

 10/25  Noelle Huntley 

 10/28  Cody Tschirhart 

 10/31  Don McCurnin 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

            10/10 Charlie & Nancy Redd 

            10/12 Hayward & Elinor James 

            10/18 Don & Patty McCurnin 

             10/18  Ashley & Ro Amonett 

             10/26 Charles & LaVunn Mims 

October 2020 

Winter is an         
etching, spring a 
watercolor, summer 
an oil painting, and 
autumn a mosaic of 
them all. 

- Stanley Horowitz 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 

11 AM 

Book club 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 11 AM       

Fellowship 
 

6PM 

8 9 10 

11   11:30 AM  

Session meet-
ing 

12 
 
Columbus Day 

13 14  11 AM    

Fellowship   
  

 

15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 11 AM    

Fellowship 
 

6 PM 

22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 11 AM    

Fellowship       
 

 

29 30 31 

 

 

Halloween 



Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

Colossians 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 


