
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h   
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y      

“God is already at work in any community. We need to join the work that God is already doing.” 

-Rev. Jake Medcalf, First Presbyterian Church, Hayward, CA 

 

Beloved Family, 
 I am thrilled to announce that this month we will begin our congregation-wide 
study of Neighborhood Church: Transforming your Congregation into a Powerhouse 
for Mission. All the details of our study can be found on page 3 of this newsletter, 
but right now I want to talk about more than the logistics. First of all, I am excited!     
I am excited because I love book groups and discipleship guides and anything that 
helps us draw closer to God. I am excited, but realistic. I know there is only so much 
that one book and five weeks can do. But then I think about the quote above from 
Rev. Medcalf and I get excited all over again. Because the point of this study isn’t to 
see what a book can do or what five weeks can do; the point of this study is to  
awaken ourselves to what God is already doing and see how we can best participate 
in that work.  
 
With that in mind, I ask a few things of you as we go through this study:   
 

1) Pray. Pray unceasingly. Even if you can’t join the in-person discussions, please 
pray that this study will help our congregation to clearly discern God’s will and to 
have the courage to go where we are led. 

2) Be open-minded. I have not met a single member who does not want OHPC to 
grow. But growth cannot happen without change. So let us work together with 
open minds, knowing that change is often difficult, but it is worth it for us to grow 
in the direction God is calling us. 

3) Focus on our strengths. OHPC has so many things going for it! Yes, there is a time 
and a place to address shortcomings, but this isn’t that time! Instead of              
bemoaning any weaknesses we may have, let us celebrate all the things we do 
well, and then do them even better. No one has ever been inspired by negativity. 
 

I pray that we see this study, not as a magic bullet, but as an opportunity to have a 
new experience as a congregation. I pray that during our time together we form 
deeper bonds with God and with each other. I pray that we feel the hope that comes 
from discerning God’s will, and the empowerment that comes from doing God’s will. 
I pray that we may be joyfully surprised by our journey. 
 
With love, 
 

Pastor Rachael 
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Sunday Worship  

 Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
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One of the readings this month includes this passage: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May you be blessed as you reflect and give thanks for God’s             
faithfulness, endless love and mercies during your quiet time this 
month.  Lectionary passages follow: 

 

October 6:  17th Sunday after Pentecost—World Communion Sunday (See page 5 for more info.) 
Lamentations 1:1–6   How lonely is the great city now; majesty had departed from Zion.   
Lamentations 3:19–26   Even in my affliction, I remember the steadfast love of the Lord.   
Psalm 137  By the waters of Babylon we wept; how could we sing God’s song?  
2 Timothy 1:1–14   Rekindle your faith; guard the good treasure entrusted to you.  
Luke 17:5–10   If you had faith like a mustard seed, you could uproot this tree. 
 

October 13:  18th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4–7   Build houses and plant gardens in exile; seek the welfare of the city.   
Psalm 66:1–12  Make a joyful noise to God, who brought us out to a spacious place.  
2 Timothy 2:8–15   Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead; that is my gospel.  
Luke 17:11–19   Jesus heals ten people with leprosy; only one returns to give thanks. 
 

October 20:  19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 31:27–34   I will make a new covenant; I will write my law on their hearts.   
Psalm 119:97–104   I love your law; it is always with me, sweeter than honey to me.  
2 Timothy 3:14—4:5   Continue in your faith; be persistent in proclaiming the gospel.  
Luke 18:1–8   The widow and the unjust judge: pray always and do not lose heart. 
 

October 27:  20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Joel 2:23–32   I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; I will save those who call on me.  
Psalm 65   Praise God, who answers prayer, sends rain, and blesses the earth.   
2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18   I have fought the good fight and kept the faith; God stands by me.  
Luke 18:9–14   Jesus tells a parable: the prayers of a Pharisee and a tax collector. 
 

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, 
his mercies never come to an end;                   

they are new every morning;                        
great is your faithfulness.”    

           

     -Lamentations 3:22-23 
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Opportunities for Study, Service & Fellowship 

Sunday Morning         
Bible Study 
October 6   
9:15 a.m., Blue Room 
 

To participate in our           
church-wide book study, we will 
be take a break beginning       
October 13 and resume          
November 17.  Our class is 
viewing the Great Courses DVD 
series on the Great Figures of 
the New Testament. 

We meet in the Blue 
Room on the 1st 
Tuesday of the 

month at 11:15 a.m.  
Join us and invite a 

friend!  Bring a 
brown bag lunch or 
snack if you want.   

 
Oct 1:   The Baker’s Secret  
              by Stephen P. Kiernan 
 

Nov 5:  A Year of Biblical Womanhood  
 by Rachel Held Evans 
 

Dec 3: The Great Alone  
 by Kristin Hannah 

Stitch in Time 
 

Join us on Tuesday, October 8, at       

10 a.m., in Fellowship Hall, as we     

gather together to craft various         

projects for those in need.  If you 

know someone who might enjoy the         

company, invite them along…the 

more the merrier!   
 

For more information, please call       

Bette Kleitches at 210-558-1342 or             

Joan Williams at 210-349-2916. 

Confirmation Class Info 

Our confirmation class    
began last month.  Here 

are the meeting dates for 
the rest of the year: 

October 6 & 20 

November 3 & 17 

December 1 & 15 

(Sundays, 11:45-1 pm) 

Caritas 
 

Caritas is a Latin word that 
means Christian love of           

humankind.  The OHPC Caritas 
team seeks to share Christ’s 
love by visiting and sending 

cards to our members who are 
homebound, sick, or facing a 

painful life transition.  We will 
sign cards on Tuesday,            
October 8, at 11 a.m.  

Come early and sign during 
Stitch in Time if you want. 

DENOMINATION-WIDE BOOK STUDY! 

October 13—November 10 
 

Beginning October 13, OHPC will start the study of the 
book Neighborhood Church: Transforming Your             
Congregation Into a Powerhouse for Mission, by             
Krin Van Tatenhove and Rob Mueller.  Chosen by the 
PC(USA)'s General Assembly to be the 2019                     
denomination-wide book study, it is a resource to inspire 
churches to become vibrant and engaging community 
partners with the families and neighborhoods living 
around them.  

There will be 5 Sunday sessions from October 13 through 
November 10, from 9-10 a.m. To assist us in how many 
books to purchase, please sign-up on the bulletin board 

your intent to participate. 

 

CHILDREN’S 
CHURCH     

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED       

 

 

Bless and be blessed by being a Children’s Church Volunteer!     
We have a few more spots in October, but November is coming 

soon.  Curriculum and materials are provided.  For more              
information, please see Pastor Rachael or Heather Ebert.           

Sign-up sheet is on the church bulletin board. 

Suggested donation 
for book $10 
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SESSION NOTES 
 

• Voted to accept Ray and Rosalie Buente’s            
membership by letter of acceptance. 

• Four young people are registered for the                
confirmation class, which will begin in September 
on alternate Sundays after the worship service.  

• The Christian Education Committee is investigating 
the possibility of beginning a Bible study group,     
using the Horizons study of the Ten                       
Commandments. 

• The AC unit in the administrative wing is being       
replaced. 

• A church clean-up day is scheduled for Saturday,         
September 28, with an additional date in October to 
be decided. 

• The congregational book study will begin on          
October 13 at  9 a.m., and run for five Sundays. 

• A slip-fall policy will be developed. 
• Began the process of purchasing a replacement              

defibrillator and will train Elders to use it. 
• Discussed holding a joint Thanksgiving 

service with St. Andrew’s at OHPC. 
 
 

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

FINANCIAL NEW$ 
 

As we approach the last quarter of the budget 
year it is important for the congregation to know 
that we are behind in income versus 
expenditures.  This is caused by a number of 
unexpected expenses and the higher cost of utility 
bills. Included in this “unexpected” list are:  air 
conditioning repairs and replacement, electrical 
repair and front door repair.  Remember we have 
an ageing building. We will be using reserves to 
cover these expenditures, but any extra 
contributions that our generous congregation 
make will help.  I encourage you to consider 
special gifts this fall and Christmas season.   
  

The Session is beginning the process of preparing 
our 2020 budget with optimism as we serve God  
at OHPC. 
 

Thank you for your continued 
support of OHPC! 

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

MEMBERSHIP - Let’s Get to Know Each Other Better 
This month the Membership Committee is highlighting our newest members: 
Ray and Rosalie Buente. 
 

The Buentes grew up in Granite City, Illinois. They were high school sweethearts and 
married in 1956. They lived in Granite City until 1986 when their jobs took them to       
St. Louis. They lived there until they moved to San Antonio seven years ago.  Ray and 
Rosalie had been members of the United Church of Christ but were unable to find a 
church of this denomination in the area. They wanted a church family and visited       
several local churches. Roberta Betts is their neighbor at the Villa Retirement              
Community, and she invited them to Oak Hills. They have been attending for several 
months. 
 

Prior to their retirement, Rosalie managed a credit union, and Ray was a Field             
Communication Administrator for the insurance company that serviced the credit union. 
 

The Buentes have one son, who is a principal in a local elementary school. 
 

Although Rosalie has been less active than in the past, she is currently the treasurer of the Holiday Fund for the    
Villa.  Ray likes working with his hands and is the chairman of the Residence Maintenance Committee for their   
community. 
 

Welcome Ray and Rosalie to our Oak Hills family! 
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Mark your calendars for our 5th Annual Trunk or Treat! 
 

What:    A safe way for kids to trick or treat and 
a great way to reach out to our community and 
preschool. We’ll have hotdogs, popcorn,                
refreshments, games, crafts and a BOUNCE 
HOUSE! 
Where:  OHPC Parking Lot (weather permitting) 
Who:      All ages!  
When:    Sunday, October 27, following worship 
 
 

OHPC’s Membership Team will be teaming up with Our Little Hopes & Dreams 

Preschool and encourages all members to participate so our community will see 

what a fantastic church we have!      
           

Car decorations and costumes are optional. 

World Communion Sunday offers congregations a distinctive opportunity to     

experience Holy Communion in the context of the global community of faith. 

The first Sunday of October has become a time when Christians in every culture 

break bread and pour the cup to remember and affirm Christ as the Head of the 

Church. On that day, they remember that they are part of the whole body of  

believers. Whether shared in a grand cathedral, a mud hut, outside on a hilltop, 

in a meetinghouse, or in a storefront, Christians celebrate the communion       

liturgy in as many ways as there are congregations. World Communion Sunday 

can be both a profound worship experience and a time for learning more about 

our wider community of faith.   
 

Invitation 

Join us on Sunday, October 6, as we worship together, share communion and a potluck lunch.       
Following the theme of world communion and thinking about the global community, we are asking 
that you bring a dish to contribute to lunch.  Consider a dish that would be a part of your heritage 
or one that is unique to your family.  All dishes will be welcomed. 
 
We ask that you drop it off in the kitchen prior to service, include a note with your name, the name 
of the dish, and instructions on how to present and serve it.  Let’s make this a fun and true              
fellowship time. 
 

Thanks in advance for your contribution to lunch and participating in our celebration of              
World Communion Sunday 2019. 
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FEAST to FEED 

Christian Assistance Ministry  

Annual Gala 

Thursday, October 10 

The Pearl Stable 

Cocktail hour & Silent Auction: 6 pm 

Dinner:  7 p.m. 

You are invited to join CAM for an inspirational 

night that will include recognizing the              

contributions of Harvey Najim benefitting the 

children of CAM. 

Please visit:  www.cam-sa.org 

For questions, please call:  210-223-4099 
 

Let the little children come to me. 

- Matthew 19:14 

Free Hearing Loss Workshop 
Monday, October 7         

11 am – Noon in Fellowship Hall 
As we all get older, we start to lose our hearing and it is difficult to have               

conversations, hear the TV and navigate through our world on a day to day basis. 

Communication Axess Ability Group would like to invite you to a free workshop 

on "Know your Rights".  This free workshop will include: 

• Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

• How to improve interaction with: others, 1st Responders, Doctors, Banks, etc. 

• Know your rights 

• Communication Access Strategies 

• Other Resources & Information 

• More 

The Presenters will be Sara Filippone, Deaf & Hard of Hearing Access Specialist 

and Mary Dickson, Deaf & Hard of Hearing Technology Specialist.  For more 

info, please call Lori Williams 210-392-0097.                   
 

Presbyterian Women Bible Study 

Interest Survey 

What would it mean to consider the Ten    

Commandments not as a harsh list of what 

not to do but, instead, as a “love letter” from 

a loving God? A fresh embrace of the Ten 

Commandments (or Words), author Eugenia 

Gamble suggests, may ultimately contribute 

to the restoration of ourselves and our       

communities and the furthering of the Gospel 

in the world. 

If interested in participating in this Bible 

Study, please contact the church office or  

Donna Amonett: damonett@gmail.com 

Dates and times of study will be determined 

based on preference of those participating. 

CHANGE IN BOX TOPS COLLECTION METHOD 
 

Thanks for collecting these labels to help support the 
Menaul School in Albuquerque, NM. Keep collecting 
as long as the labels appear on the boxes. The labels 
are good until the expiration date on the label. If you 
scan and send in the label, the school gets double 
credit through the end of the year. 

 

General Mills will be changing to electronic gathering: 
1. Download to your phone or other device that has a camera the app 

for Box Tops for Education. If you have an iPhone, go to the Apple App 
Store (there should be an icon on your phone). If you have any other 
brand, go to Google Play. Download the app. 

2. Open the app and sign in. Answer all the questions and choose the 
Menaul School (type Menaul and it should pop up). It will think you 
are the parent of a Menaul School pupil. 

3. Now you are ready to go. 

4. Get your grocery store receipt (no more than 2 weeks old) and open 
the app. There is no password or any more sign in. Take a photo of the 
receipt. 

5. Click on the blue scan button at the bottom, not the big SCAN word. If 
the receipt is long, it will ask if you have a long receipt and then move 
down on the receipt and take another photo. 

6. Click on Submit. You will get a message about what it found or didn’t 
find. That’s all. 

 

Thank you for supporting this excellent Presbyterian-related school. 
 

Our thanks to former OHPC member, Frank Walmsley,                      
for contributing this article. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=volunteers+needed+for+fellowship+hour+images&view=detailv2&&id=053BFE2CBEA83A443032BDF056CBC93137316D84&selectedIndex=26&ccid=76bNZldL&simid=608049872373746922&thid=JN.N6J3eAEtFLYtu%2f3vKIzfcw
mailto:damonett@gmail.com


10/2    Robert Ebert 

10/7    Maegan Myers 

10/8    Rhys Kelch  

10/9    Russell Seal 

10/10  Kent Mantle 

10/12  Betty Jean Hill 

10/13  Sodetou Njifouota 

10/19  Jeannette Schneider 

10/19  Maurene Stanton 

10/21  Melvinio Moto 

10/21  Jennifer Myers 

10/25  Rex Ezeh 

10/25  Noelle Huntley 

10/28  Cody Tschirhart 

10/31  Don McCurnin 

 

 

10/10 Charlie & Nancy Redd 

10/12 Hayward & Elinor James 

10/18 Don & Patty McCurnin 

10/26 Charles & LaVunn Mims 

 

October 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

1 
10 am NARFE 
11:15 am Book Club 

2 
7 pm Choir 
7 pm AA 

3 
6:30 pm Building & 
Grounds 

4 
 

5 
 

6   World Communion 
Sunday      

9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Potluck Feast 
& Birthday Party  

7 
11 am Hard of    
Hearing Workshop 
6:30 pm Bridge 

8 
10 am Stitch in Time 
11 am Caritas 
 

9 
7 pm Choir 
7 pm AA 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

9 am  Book Study 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship  
12:15 pm  Session 

14 
Office               
Closed 
 
 
6:30 pm Bridge 

15 
 

16 
7 pm Choir 
7 pm AA 

17 
 

18 19 
 

20 
 

9 am  Book Study 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship  

21 
 
6:30 pm Bridge 

22 
 

23 
7 pm Choir 
7 pm AA 

24 25 26 
 

27 
9 am  Book Study 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship & 
Trunk or Treat  

28 
 
6:30 pm Bridge 

29 30 
7 pm Choir 
7 pm AA 

31   

Birthday Offering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presbyterian Children’s 

Home (San Antonio Campus)  

will receive our 4th Quarter 

birthday offering.  If you 

would like to contribute a      

monetary gift in honor of 

someone’s birthday, indicate 

on your check or envelope 

“birthday offering”.            

Postcards are available in the 

narthex to mail if you would 

like to inform the recipient of 

your donation. 

Winter is an         
etching, spring a 
watercolor, summer 
an oil painting, and 
autumn a mosaic of 
them all. 

- Stanley Horowitz 



Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

Colossians 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 


