Oa k Hill s Pr es b yte ria n Ch ur ch
Re v. Sonj a Rob er ts Dal gli sh
Dear Friends,
We are approaching the Harvest Season, the time for pumpkins and harvest moons, shorter days,
and remembering our thankfulness for all God has given us. As I write this, I consider just how
grateful I am for all of you. We are a blessed church!

October 7 is World Communion Sunday, when we celebrate the diversity of people who are united
in the Christian faith. There are Christians in every country and of every ethnicity. Psalm 133
reminds us that it is a blessing when we can live together in unity. My Hebrew professor,
Steve Reid, likened the oil running down upon the beard to tasty BBQ sauce as we enjoy some ribs
together.
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How very good and pleasant it is
when kindred live together in unity!
It is like the precious oil on the head,
running down upon the beard,
on the beard of Aaron,
running down over the collar of his robes.
It is like the dew of Hermon,
which falls on the mountains of Zion.
For there the Lord ordained his blessing,
life for evermore.
As followers of Christ we are called to love God, love our neighbors, and serve the Lord. In loving
our neighbors, there is a special weight upon our hearts for the immigrants and asylum seekers who
are held in detention these days, most of whom are our Christian brothers and sisters. As we
continue to pray for their safety and release, we can seek ways to show love and justice to these
powerless people, thereby building up the community of faith.
In our own congregation, the Pastor Nominating Committee is prayerfully considering the matching
of a pastor to the church. As they do their work, we continue with our mission, worship, and
educational programs. Come to be nourished in Spirit. Stay for fellowship and service to others.
We believe in putting the mind to work as our faith seeks understanding. We do not always agree
but treat each other with respect and kindness, acknowledging that God alone is Lord of our
conscience.
May God bless and increase this church so that it may bring light and hope to this
land on earth. Come, let us walk this life of faith together.
In Christ,

Pastor Sonja
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Lectionary passages are listed for your reflection.

October 7: World Communion Sunday
(See page 5 for more info.)

Celebrating Christian Hope and Unity
Job 1:1; 2:1–10 Satan begins a contest with the Lord
God, testing Job’s faithfulness.
Psalm 26 Vindicate me, O Lord. I have trusted you and
walked with integrity. (Psalm 26:1)
Mark 10:2–16 People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke
sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, "Let the little children come to me; do
not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive
the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it." And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and
blessed them. (Mark 10:13-16)

October 14: The Trouble with Camels!
Job 23:1-9, 16-17 Job complains about his suffering and God’s absence.
Psalm 22:1-15 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? (Psalm 22:1)

Mark 10:17-31 But Jesus said to them again, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." 26They were
greatly astounded and said to one another, "Then who can be saved?" 27Jesus looked at them and said, "For mortals
it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible." (Mark 10:24b-27)

October 21: The Secret of Greatness
Job 38:1-7 (34-41) God answers Job from the whirlwind, “Who is like God?”
Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c Bless the Lord, sovereign over all, wrapped in light.
Mark 10:35-45 Jesus called them and said to them, "You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize
as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever
wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave
of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many."
(Mark 10:42-45)

October 28: Let Me See Again (Mark 10:52)
Job 42:1-6, 10-17 Job answers the Lord and repents. God restores his fortune.
Psalm 34:1-8 I will bless the Lord at all times.
Mark 10:46-52 The blind man said to him, "My teacher, let me see again." Jesus said to him, "Go; your faith has
made you well." Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. (Mark 10:51b-52)

Opportunities for Study & Fellowship
Sunday Morning Adult Education
9:15 a.m., Blue Room
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Coffee and donuts are available before Sunday School every
week in Fellowship Hall. Stop by, get a cup, and say hello!

Join us as we finish The Great Courses DVD series on The Holy Land Revealed. On October 21, we plan to begin a
series on The Old Testament, taught by Professor Amy-Jill Levine. Professor Levine observes: "The Old Testament is
endlessly fascinating because it offers everything to explore: myth, saga, and history; tragedy, comedy, and farce;
economics and politics; literature and poetry of surpassing beauty; court intrigue and prophetic morality; heavenly
miracles and sometimes heavenly silence; questions of theodicy; answers that satisfy and answers that may not;
destruction and rebuilding; despair and hope." Often Professor Levine uses representative figures or episodes as a
highway into biblical meaning. Whether it's the story of Adam and Eve from Genesis, David and Bathsheba from
II Samuel, or the apocalyptic imagery found in the book of Daniel, she brings biblical characters and passages to life
and vividly reveals the magnificent artistry that suffuses the Old Testament.
Through these lectures, you will not only probe the content of the biblical books, but you will also explore debates
over their meaning, the historical and cultural situations they reflect and address, and the critical methods by which
they have been interpreted. Discussion follows.

Children’s Church Schedule Change

For the remainder of the year, Children’s Church
will not be offered on Communion Sundays:
October 7, November 4, and December 2. For
more information on Children’s Church, please
see the article on page 4.

The Lunch Bunch Bible Study
Wednesdays at Noon
Our Lunch Bunch Bible Study will begin
Wednesday, October 3, at noon, in the
library. We will be using the LifeGuide
Bible Study entitled “Angels”. This
intriguing study will explore what the
Bible really says about angels,
including their service to God and their
ministry to people. Curriculum will be
provided. If you have any questions,
please see Carolyn Livesay.

All are welcome!

Book Club Meeting
Dates
We meet in the Blue Room on the
2nd Tuesday of the month at
11:15 a.m. Join us and invite a
friend! Bring a brown bag lunch or
snack if you want.

Oct 9:

The Kitchen House by Kathleen Grissom

Nov 13: The Day of Atonement by David Liss
Dec 11: The Which Way Tree by Elizabeth Crook

Stitch in Time
Join us on Tuesday, October 9, at
10 a.m., in Fellowship Hall, as we
gather together to craft various
projects for those in need. If you
know someone who might enjoy the
company, invite them along…the
more the merrier!
For more information, please call
Bette Kleitches at 210-558-1342 or
Joan Williams at 210-349-2916.

Caritas
Caritas is a Latin word that
means Christian love of
humankind. The OHPC Caritas
team seeks to share Christ’s
love by visiting and sending
cards to our members who are
homebound, sick, or facing a
painful life transition. We will
sign cards on Tuesday,
October 9, at 11 a.m.
Come early and sign during
Stitch in Time if you want.

Congregational News
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SESSION NOTES
•

The Session received Mabo Emmanuella Yaje into
membership of the Church.

•

A new Children’s Church curriculum has been selected.
It is for Kinder through 2nd grade.

•

The Confirmation Class will be delayed until the new
pastor is available to lead it.

•

Caritas Committee meetings will resume and cards are
still being sent out to homebound members.

David Vickers, Clerk of Session
Member Photo Directory Coming Soon....
BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP!
The Membership Committee will be working with our office
administrator, Cristie, to add photos to our church
directory. We are asking all our members and regular
visitors to email a “selfie “ or family photo to Cristie as a
JPEG image during the month of October.
(Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com)

Also, be sure your address, email and phone number are
up-to-date. If you would prefer, you can have a photo taken
after church on Sunday, October 21 or 28.

We hope everyone will participate!

FINANCIAL NEW$
Our church finances took a direct hit this
summer due to the replacement of two A/C
units. While the search for a new pastor
continues, the usual slump in summer income
has ensued. The optimistic budget for 2018
has not produced the revenue projected and
that is of major concern. Hopefully, fall will
bring in a harvest of more donations to
balance the budget by year end. This result
will happen only with the congregation’s help.
The Stewardship Committee will begin
working on the 2019 budget soon. With
optimism, we will approach the new budget,
and hopefully with the leadership of a new
pastor, we will work together on the mission
of OHPC.

Thank you to all for your
generous support.
P. Jack Henson, Treasurer

CHILDREN’S CHURCH VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Jane Smith has graciously served as the teacher for Children’s Church for
the past few years and we give her THANKS for her faithful dedication to
our little ones. Week after week, she planned creative ways to help the
children to learn the stories of the Bible. Most recently, she and the kids
hosted an Ice Cream Social during our Fellowship Hour. You may have
noticed the cute aprons on each of the kids while they dished and served
this wonderful summertime treat. Jane made those! If you see Jane, take a
moment to give her a BIG THANK YOU for blessing our children.
Jane will be leaving this position at the end of the year to be free to travel with her husband. We shower them with
our blessings to have a wonderful time touring the country. At the same time, this is an opportunity for someone
else to step forward, either to teach Sunday School at 9:15 a.m., or to do Children’s Church. The present curriculum
is for Kinder—2nd Grade. (For younger children, we have a nursery available.) If you are interested in serving our
children, please see Pastor Sonja or any member of our Christian Education Committee: Jeanne Dechert,
Peggy Hudson, Donna Amonett, or Carolyn Livesay.

World Communion Sunday & Trunk or Treat
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World Communion Sunday offers congregations a distinctive opportunity to
experience Holy Communion in the context of the global community of faith.
The first Sunday of October has become a time when Christians in every culture
break bread and pour the cup to remember and affirm Christ as the Head of the
Church. On that day, they remember that they are part of the whole body of
believers. Whether shared in a grand cathedral, a mud hut, outside on a hilltop,
in a meetinghouse, or in a storefront, Christians celebrate the communion
liturgy in as many ways as there are congregations. World Communion Sunday
can be both a profound worship experience and a time for learning more about
our wider community of faith.

To help OHPC in our celebration of this special day, we will have returning guest, Hollye Schwartz, who will
demonstrate different musical instruments from around the world during our Children’s Time. After worship, she
will have items for purchase from her store, “All’s Fair World Gifts”, that benefits free trade.

Invitation
Join us on Sunday, October 7, as we worship together, share communion and a potluck lunch. Following the theme
of world communion and thinking about the global community, we are asking that you bring a dish to contribute to
lunch. Consider a dish that would be a part of your heritage or one that is unique to your family. All dishes will be
welcomed.

We ask that you drop it off in the kitchen prior to service, include a note with your name, the name of the dish, and
instructions on how to present and serve it. Let’s make this a fun and true fellowship time.

Thanks in advance for your contribution to lunch and participating in our celebration of
World Communion Sunday 2018.

Mark your calendars for our 4th Annual Trunk or Treat!
What: A safe way for kids to trick or treat and
a great way to reach out to our community and preschool.
We’ll have hotdogs, a cupcake walk, refreshments
and other surprises.
Where: OHPC Parking Lot (weather permitting)
Who:

All ages!

When: Sunday, October 28, following worship

OHPC’s Membership Team will be teaming up with Our Little Hopes & Dreams Preschool and
encourages all members to participate so our community will see what a fantastic church we have!

Car decorations and costumes are optional.

Other News & Notes
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Mission in Mission Presbytery Meeting
Mission, TX, October 26-27
Mission Presbytery is inviting all who can attend from our churches to
help out in the Valley. You can go to the Presbytery website for
more details on Mission in Mission:
www.mission-presbytery.org/presbytery-meetings
There's a description of each exciting mission opportunity available on the website.
If you cannot attend, you can help by donating supplies. There will be a box designated for them in the church
office. Your support is appreciated!
First PC, McAllen will host two Friday mission projects. One project will involve sorting and organizing school supplies
for distribution through CUPS to students in Mexico. Supplies needed include the following, which can be new or gently
used.
• Crayons / Colored Pencils
• Pocket Folders (with or without brads)
• Pencils
• Rulers
• Pens
• Scissors
• Pen/Pencil boxes or holders
• Glue
• Notebook paper
• Construction paper
• Spiral notebooks
• Backpacks
The second mission project involves sorting and organizing hygiene kits for people served by the Respite Center located
at Sacred Heart Catholic Church. The Center provides food, clothing, and hygiene items for immigrants and refugees.
Needed items include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Toothbrushes
Toothbrush holders
Toothpaste
Soap
Deodorant
Shampoo

•
•
•
•
•
•

Combs / Brushes
Travel Kleenex packs
Gallon zip-lock bags
Diapers
Baby wipes
Baby bottles

Birthday Offering
Any Baby Can will receive our 4th Quarter birthday offering.
The mission of Any Baby Can is to serve families with children
and youth facing serious health or developmental challenges.
In 1982, Marian Sokol, Ph.D., a special needs teacher, saw a
great need among the families she served. With a small grant
and in a trailer behind Santa Rosa Hospital, she began her
mission of helping families with children who had a chronic
illness, disability or developmental delay.
Every child deserves a chance at a better life.
If you would like to contribute a monetary gift in honor of
someone’s birthday, indicate on your check or envelope “birthday
offering”. Postcards are available in the narthex to mail if you
would like to inform the recipient of your donation.

The light shines in the darkness and the darkness
has not overcome it. John 1:5

FEAST to FEED
CAM’s Annual Dinner Benefit

October 10
The Pearl Stable
You are invited to join CAM for an
inspirational night that will shine a light
on their ministry and those they serve.
For more information and to purchase
your tickets, or sponsorship.
Please visit: www.cam-sa.org
For questions, please call: 210-223-4099

October 2018
Sun

7 World Communion
Sunday

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Potluck Feast
& Birthday Party

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
6:30 pm Bridge

2
10 am NARFE

3
Noon Lunch Bunch
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

4

8
Office
Closed

9
10 am Stitch in Time
11 am Caritas
11:15 am Book Club

10
Noon Lunch Bunch
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

16

23

15

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship
12:15 pm Session

6:30 pm Bridge

21

22

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship

6:30 pm Bridge

28
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship &
Trunk or Treat

30

5

6

11
7 pm Kindred
Hospice Memorial
Service

12

13

17
Noon Lunch Bunch
6 pm Music &
Worship
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

18

19

20

24
Noon Lunch Bunch
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

25

26

27

6:30 pm Building &
Grounds

Presbytery Meeting

6:30 pm Bridge

10/12 Betty Jean Hill

GODSPEAK…

10/13 Sodetou Nlbiawey

Tell the kids I love them.
-God
Let’s meet at my house
Sunday before the game.
- God
C’mon over and bring the
kids.
- God
We need to talk.
- God
Will the road you’re on get
you to my place?
- God
Follow me.
-God

10/19 Jeannette Schneider
10/19 Maurene Stanton
10/21 Melvinio Moto

10/10 Ashley & Nick Meyers

10/21 Jennifer Myers

10/10 Charlie & Nancy Redd

10/25 Rex Ezeh

10/12 Hayward & Elinor James

10/2 Robert Ebert

10/28 Cody Tschirhart

10/18 Don & Patty McCurnin

10/7 Maegan Myers

10/31 Don McCurnin

10/26 Charles & LaVunn Mims

10/8 Rhys Kelch

10/10 Kent Mantle

Mission in Mission

31

10/19 Bill McDonald

10/9 Russell Seal

Sat

6:30 pm Bridge

14

10/8 Sarah Williams

Fri

If God had a refrigerator,
your picture would be on it.
~Max Lucado

Thanks to one of our members
who dropped some “wit and
wisdom” by the office to share!

Oak Hills Presbyterian Church
6739 Callaghan Road
San Antonio, Texas 78229
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