
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y  

Dear Beloved OHPC Family 

Happy Thanksgiving!  Last year, I suggested a month of gratitude and provided 

topics for each day.  Recently, I had three different members ask me if I could 

send them that list again.  Which got me thinking…why not simply share it in 

the newsletter once more? So here it is! Every day, I will think of 1-3 things in 

that category for which I am grateful. I will post them on Facebook, and would 

love for you all to participate and post your answers, too! 

Happy November, everyone. I am grateful for all the ways we will gather and 

worship this month: our weekly services, Remembrance Sunday, Heritage Sun-

day, and the Hanging of the Greens, just to name a few. May your month be 

full of blessings and gratitude! 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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November Worship 

Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

Lectionary passages are listed for your reflection. 

November 1:  All Saints Day 
Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 The holy ones will receive God’s kingdom and possess it forever. 
Psalm 149 Praise the Lord in the assembly of the faithful; rejoice in God’s glory. 
Ephesians 1:11-23 In Christ we have received a glorious inheritance among the saints. 
Luke 6:20-31  Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 

November 6:  22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 19:23-27a   I know my Redeemer lives; at the last I will see my God. 

Psalm 17:1-9   Hear a just cause, O Lord;  guard me as the apple of your eye. 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 Do not be deceived; stand firm and hold fast to our traditions. 

Luke 20:27-38   The Sadducees ask Jesus a question about marriage and resurrection. 

November 13:  23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Malachi 4:1-2a The sun of righteousness will rise with healing for the faithful. 
Psalm 98 Make a joyful noise to the Lord; give thanks for God’s victory. 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 Do not be idle; follow this example and work for your daily bread. 
Luke 21:5-19  The temple will fall; a great trial is coming; God will supply wisdom. 

November 20:  Christ the King Sunday & Heritage Sunday 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 I will gather the remnant of my flock and raise up good shepherds. 

Luke 1:48-79  Blessed be the Lord, who has raised up a savior for the people. 

  Or Psalm 46  Though the earth changes and the waters roar, God is our refuge. 

Colossians 1:11-20 Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

Luke 23:33-43  Crucified with Jesus, a criminal says:  Remember me in your kingdom. 

November 24:  Thanksgiving 
Deuteronomy 26:1—11 When you come into the promised land, offer your first fruits. 

Psalm 100 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 

Philippians 4:4-9 Rejoice in the Lord always; think on things worthy of praise. 

John 6:25-35  I am the bread of life. 

November 27:  First Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 2:1-5 Turn swords into plowshares; walk in the light of the Lord. 

Psalm 122 I was glad when they said, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 

Romans 13:11-14 Salvation is near:  wake up; live honorable; put on Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 24:36-44 The Lord is coming; keep awake; no one knows the day or hour. 
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This is a month of preparation, remembrance, and thanksgiving.  We remember and cel-
ebrate the lives of those we loved, giving thanks for those who have joined the ranks of 
the saints of heaven.  We remember and celebrate our Presbyterian heritage.  At 
Thanksgiving, we remember and celebrate the many blessings God has provided for us.  
And, with the season of Advent, we prepare our hearts to receive the blessing of God’s 
greatest gift of love—the birth of his Son, Jesus Christ! 
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SESSION NOTES 
 Beginning November 6, we will pass the plate for

in-person offering.
 Heritage Sunday will be observed November 20.
 Session voted to forego the joint Thanksgiving

service with St. Andrews for this
year.

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

FINANCIAL NEW$ 
2022 has been a another very challenging 
year for OHPC, and we are most grateful for 
all of the support we have received.  As a re-
sult of numerous expensive plumbing prob-
lems we are  behind in our income vs. ex-
penditures for this budget year.  (The latest 
problem occurred just last Thursday.)  

You  will soon be receiving a statement of 
your 2022 contributions.  The Finance Com-
mittee encourages you to prayerfully consid-
er what you will be able to contribute toward 
next year’s ministry.  

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer
Hanging of the Greens!
Do you have a knack for decorating? 

Or maybe you just love preparing for 

Christmas!  Either way,  the Music and 

Worship Committee would welcome 

your help on November 26 to decorate 

our sanctuary for advent and Christ-

mas.  We’ll begin at 10 AM and all 

hands are welcome! 

Remembrance Sunday 
On November 6 we will honor our 

loved ones who have gone to their re-

ward in the past year.  Call the 

church office with 

any names you 

would like to in-

clude, and join us 

on Sunday for this 

moving service of  

remembrance. 

Don’t forget the time change for November 6!  Set your clocks 
back one hour before you go to bed on Saturday! 
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Celebrating the Past, Present & Future of the Reformed Tradition 

Sunday, November 20 

Our church traces its roots back to the protestant reformation of the mid-16th century, inspired 
by the French Theologian - John Calvin, and Scottish Clergyman - John Knox, who founded the 
Presbyterian denomination in Scotland.  As a passionate reformer, Knox wanted to make the  
Bible and faith accessible to the common person.  Prior to the reformation, only highly educated 
priests could read and therefore interpret Scripture.  Heritage Sunday is a celebration of a long 
faith tradition where all members are valued and encouraged to explore the mysteries of God’s 
truth.  

Wear your family colors and be prepared for the traditional bagpipes and drums! 

Then join us in Fellowship Hall for a Soup and Salad Lunch! 

Thursday, November 17, 11 AM 

The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell, by Robert Dugoni 

This heart-warming tale follows Sam Hill as he navigates 
boyhood bullies who called him “Devil Boy” or Sam “Hell 
because of his red pupils.  Later in life, Sam is forced to 
confront the beliefs forged in childhood and their effect on 
decisions made throughout his life. 

December 15:  Run, Rose, Run by Dolly Par ton and James Patterson 

$20 HEB Cards 
Although we distribute non-perishable 

food items from Christie’s Closet, those 

requiring assistance often need items we 

do not stock.  In these cases, Pastor 

Rachael provides HEB cards.  If you 

would like to help with this ministry, 

bring your $20 cards to 

the church office 

Monday through 

Friday from 9 to 1. Or 

mark your check for 

the Pastor’s 

Discretionary Fund. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Bless and be blessed by being a Children’s 
Church Volunteer!   

Curriculum and materials are provided.    
For more information, please see Pastor Rachael 

or Heather Ebert.    



If you like to “make a joyful noise” 
please consider joining us on  

Wednesday evenings from 7-8 pm.  
Singing in the choir is  great fun! 

Music and Worship needs a 
chairperson!   

With a dedicated core group of 
members, we need a leader who is 
willing to coordinate the commit-
tee activities.  If you have a talent 
for organization or ideas for     
creative services, this committee     

needs you! 

The work of the church depends greatly on the participation of its members.  Which of our 

church activities or committees most closely aligns with your particular talents?  How can 

your time and your talents benefit the work of Oak Hills Presbyterian Church?  As the time 

of commitment draws near, please take some time to consider how you can best honor the 

commitment you made to further the ministry of OHPC.  

Stewardship and Interpreta-
tion needs members and a 

chairperson!   

We need folks who are willing to 
articulate of the mission of  the 
church and motivate members to 
respond financially to the mis-
sion’s needs.   

For it is in giving, that we receive.     
—Francis of Assisi 

Opportunities for Service 

And if you are not ready to 
make a long-term commit-

ment, consider joining us for 
our Christmas 
cantata, to be 

presented        
Sunday,        

December 11     
during worship.  

See Greg for     
details. 
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Tuning the John Lile Memorial Organ 

In 2001, the Session contracted with local organ builder John G. Ballard to construct a new 
pipe organ for Oak Hills Presbyterian Church.  The contract called for Ballard to prepare a 
new organ, using the 890 pipes from the previous organ built by Ruben Frels, but adding    
another 700 pipes, creating an outstanding new instrument of 27 ranks – about 1600 pipes.  
In the world of pipe organs, this is a medium-sized instrument, more than capable of filling 
our worship space. 

When I arrived as organist in 2017, the organ needed tuning and maintenance.  With the   
support of the Session, I worked with our organ tuners to repair more than dozen dead notes 
and address other issues. The organ was then put on a regular pathway to twice -annual tuning 
and inspection.  Remembering that our organ now has a replacement cost nearing a million 
dollars, these moves have been prudent.  

Tuning is the process of adjusting each organ pipe to the correct pitch. This is completed by a two-
person team: the Tuner and the Tuning Assistant. The Tuner will complete the physical manipulation of 
the pipes in the pipe chamber while the Assistant stays at the console, receiving direction from the tuner 
as to which stop and note to engage, and listening to the tuning process, acting as a second set of ears 
(outside of the chamber).  Our most recent tuning occurred on October 24.  The results will be 
immediately noticeable to our congregation, as the organ is more brilliant in tone, and the 
reed voices ever so brightened.  Everything is in pitch!  

Our organ is a true treasure.  After John Lile passed away, Don Barton – a long-term member 
of the choir and Elder – was ever-committed to honoring John by dedicating the Ballard    
Organ in his memory. This was done by the Session in December 2017.   

Our organ remains a 
true treasure to the 
musicality of Oak 
Hills Presbyterian 
Church.  It is one of 
the finest organs in a 
Presbyterian Church 
in San Antonio, and 
every member of our 
congregation should 
be proud of the    
music we offer each 
Sunday in our praise 
to God.  Soli Deo 
gloria! 

Gregory Nussel 
Organist and Music Director 
September 28, 2022 
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Confirmation 

We rejoice in the confirmation 
of five of our young people, 
who elected to join the Oak 

Hills congregation on our faith 
journey.  

 

From left to right: 

Jose Lopez 

Kaorie Chi 

Christopher Garcia 

Sodetou Njifouota 

Mac-Elroy Chi 

What a delightful group of young people! 
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Thank you to all the families who prepared and 
served the lovely lunch after the confirmation 
service.  What a glorious way to celebrate the  

addition of these wonderful young people to the 
lifeblood of Oak Hills Presbyterian Church! 
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Trunk or Treat 

Check 
out our     

costumes! 
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Mummification 

Marshmallow Relay 
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OHPC in Mission 
Angel Tree—Coming Soon to OHPC 

This year, we will provide gifts for needy children 
through Christian Assistance Ministry (CAM).    Details 
will be provided soon—grab an angel from the tree that 
will be placed in the narthex soon . 

This month, the Membership Committee is highlight-
ing one of the newer members of our congregation, 
Ryan Williams. 

Ryan grew up in Inglewood, CA. He has two brothers, his twin 
Bryan, and an older brother Reggie. He attended El Camino 
College, and this is where he met Docia Mabo. (Docia was liv-
ing with her father in California at that time.) He initially 
planned to study architecture, but found his passion is custom 
cars. Ryan was looking for a fresh start and decided to move to 
San Antonio, following Docia. 

He is currently working for Fed Ex, but recently flew to Cali-
fornia and completed a training course to learn to do custom 
automotive wraps and window tinting. His hope is to open his 
own business. He is also interested in learning more about real 
estate. 

Ryan grew up in a Baptist family. When Docia invited him to attend a Presbyterian Church in California, 
he said it was a big change, but he soon came to feel this is where he belonged. He began attending ser-
vices at OHPC with Docia when he moved to San Antonio. After becoming a member, he readily agreed 
to serve on our Session and is now an Elder at Oak Hills. 

In his spare time, Ryan enjoys attending car shows and car races. He loves driving and sightseeing. He 
enjoys playing classic arcade games as well. Ryan played football and baseball in school, and says he 
prefers participating in sports over being a spectator. Mostly he says he enjoys “hanging out and getting 
to know people.” 

OHPC is blessed to have such an enthusiastic new member! 

Membership—Let’s Get to Know One Another Better 

Thank you!  Thank you to the  Outreach and 

Mission Committee as well as the Fellowship 

committee for their hard work in putting to-

gether this year’s Trunk of Treat.  Kids had 

fun showing off their costumes, gathering 

treats, and playing games.  The decorated 

cars were great! Everyone enjoyed the food, 

and CA was a joyful addition to the fun! 

Thank you! Thank you! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
11/2     Bryan Clifton 

11/3     Cheryl Clifton 

11/4     Jeff Halquist 

11/6     Deloris McDonald 

11/8     Claris Mabo 

11/10    Anjana Devasahayam 

11/16    Marra Clifton 

11/20    Mickel-Perry Bache 

11/26     Juliet Lopez 

11/26    Mary Sumner 

11/27    Dylan Mabo 

11/27    Naomi Young 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11/3   Don & Janice Barton 

11/4   Dick & Liz Elliott 

11/12  Robert & Ann Stull 

11/26  Rob & Heather Ebert 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  1 

All Saints Day 

2 
7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA 

3  

 

12:30 PM 
Bridge 

4 5 

1-3 Girl Scouts 

6 Time change! 

10:30 AM Wor-
ship/All Saints  

4 PM Guide Dogs 

7 8 9  
7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA  

10  

 

11 
 

12 

13 10:30 Wor-
ship 

11:30 AM Session 

14 15 
 

16 
7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA 

17 
11 AM 

Book club 

12:30  Bridge-

18 19 

1-3 Girl Scouts 

 

 

20  10:30 AM 
Worship/
Heritage Sunday 

4 PM Guide Dogs 

21 22 23 
 

7 PM AA 

24 25 26   10 AM  

 

27  

 
10:30 Worship 

28 29 30 
7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA 

   

NOVEMBER 2022 

Let us come before Him 
with thanksgiving. 

 Psalm 95:2 
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Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

Col

PLEASE  
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STAMP  
HERE 




