
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y   

 

Beloved Family, 

We are entering the season of Lent, a time when many of us choose to abstain from 
things like gossiping or social media or chocolate. Instead of abstaining, some  
people prefer to add a beneficial practice, such as daily prayer or performing one 
act of kindness every day. Whatever practice is chosen, may we all remember that 
Lent is a time for re-focusing on God. Our Lenten disciplines are meant to help us 
grow closer to God. To remember Christ’s suffering. To recall our own mortality. 
To encourage us to focus on what is truly important, and remove as much as     
possible the distractions that surround us. To that end, I wanted to share this    
prayer from Mother Teresa, found in the book No Greater Love: 

 

We cannot find God in noise and agitation. 

Nature: trees, flowers, and grass grow in silence. 

The stars, the moon, and the sun move in silence. 

What is essential is not what we say 

But what God tells us and what He tells others through us. 

In silence He listens to us; 

In silence He speaks to our souls. 

In silence we are granted the privilege of listening to His voice. 

Silence of our eyes. 

Silence of our ears. 

Silence of our mouths. 

Silence of our minds. 

…in the silence of the heart 

God will speak. 

 

May your Lent be filled with enough silence, so that you hear the voice of God. As 

always, if you wish to share your Lenten practice(s), I would love to hear about 

them. 

 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Bible passages are listed for your reflection each 
week. 

March 2   Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17   The day of the Lord is coming; return to God with all your heart. 

     or  Isaiah 58:1-12  The fast God chooses; do justice, release captives, help the poor. 

Psalm 51:1-17       Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new spirit within me.  

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10  Be reconciled to God in Christ; now is the day of salvation. 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  Don’t flaunt your fasting and prayer; store up treasure in heaven. 
 

March 6  First Sunday in Lent 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11  We cried to the Lord, God of our ancestors, and God delivered us. 

Psalm 91   The Lord says:  I will deliver and protect those who call on me.  

Romans 10:8b-13   The word is near ro you; those who call on the Lord will be saved. 

Luke 4:1-13   For forty days in the wilderness, Jesus is tempted by the devil. 
     

 

March 13      Second Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18  Abram believes in the Lord; God makes a covenant with Abram. 

Psalm 27   I believe I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 

Philippians 3:17-41  God will transform our humiliation into glory; stand firm in the Lord. 

Luke 13:31-35   Jesus laments:  Jerusalem, Jerusalem. The city that kills the prophets! 

   or Luke 9:28-36  On a mountaintop, Jeus is transfigured; God says:  This is my Son. 
 

March 20  Third Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 55:1-9   Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; listen to me and live. 

Psalm 63:1-8   O God, you are my God, I seek you; my soul thirsts for you. 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13  Our ancestors crossed the sea; they drank from Christ, the rock.  

Luke 13:1-9   Lessons from a tower and a fig tree; repent or you will perish.  
 

March 27  Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Joshua 5:9-12   The Israelites keep Passover at Gilgal; God rolls away their disgrace. 

Psalm 32   Happy are those whose sin is forgiven; be glad, rejoice in the Lord. 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21  In Christ there is a new creation; everything old has passed away. 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  The parable of the Prodigal Son; he was lost and has been found. 

 

    Ash Wednesday Service 
 

March 2 
1:00 p.m. 

 

Please join us for this special    

service of music, prayer, reflec-

tion, and the imposition of ashes.                               
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Opportunities for Study & Fellowship 

We love good books!  

Join us in the church library or by Zoom at 11 AM on 

March 17 as we discuss Camino Winds by John Grisham.  

In a departure from his usual legal thrillers, Grisham 

turns to theft—specifically the theft of priceless manu-

scripts from a secure vault at Princeton.  In usual Grisham 

fashion, the story takes some rather unexpected twists 

and turns in the quest for their return. 

Upcoming books: 

              April 21:  Killing Jesus, Bill O’Reilly 

       May 19:  The World Played Chess, Robert Dugoni 

   BIBLE STUDY! 

Join us for our journey of  Apocalyptic Hope 
for Today as we explore the enigmatic book 
of Revelation.  During the month of March, 
we will explore in Revelation 12 the power 
of Christian witness as we navigate life     

between God’s promise and the 
fulfillment of that promise. 

 

March 9 and 23 

5 PM in the library or by Zoom 

All are welcome to participate! 

FINANCIAL NEW$ 
 

The office is currently preparing the books for the 
annual audit.  Our records are audited each year by two 
members of the Interpretation & Stewardship 
Committee in accordance with the Book of Order to 
ensure that everything is accurate.  
In January, our expenses were a bit higher than our 
income.  Unfortunately, in February, the expense for the 
repair of the main sewer line outside the kitchen area is 
going to be much higher than anticipated.   
To help our counters, please put your assigned envelope 
number on the offering envelope or on your check 
whenever you make a contribution.  We appreciate all 
who contribute to OHPC. 

 

 

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

 

SESSION NOTES 
 

 

† Session approved the annual statistical report to the 
Presbytery. 

† Buildings and Grounds reported there are about 
eight trees on the property that need to be trimmed 
or cut down.  Session approved spending up to 
$6000 to address these concerns. 

† OHPC will  be providing lunches for the workers at 
the Presbyterian Cluster Habitat build on March 26.   

† Membership and Christian Education are planning 
the annual Easter Egg Hunt. 

† Fellowship will be considering an Easter breakfast. 
† Session will meet on March 6 to brainstorm/plan 

ways to better involve congregational members in 
the life and activities of the church. 

  

 Donna Amonett,  

 Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 
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What a wonderful way to celebrate! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And what a spread!  Thank you, Oak Hills, for stepping up once again to 
help our neighbors in need!  But where is all the stuff going and what is 
CAM?  CAM’s mission is to “share the love of Christ by providing im-
mediate assistance and encouragement to people in crisis.”  With a focus 
on vulnerable and at-risk populations, particularly the working poor who 
don’t qualify for government assistance but need a hand to make it 
through the month, CAM provides food, clothing, utility and prescription 

assistance, a place to receive mail, ID recovery, and transportation to medical appointments.  In    
addition to economic assistance, they provide spiritual support in the form of Bibles, prayer, and   
Bible study. The organization serves over 60,000 people annually with the assistance of eight full-
time and 3 part-time staff members along with over 200 volunteers.   Begun in 1977 with the assis-
tance of nine downtown churches, CAM is now supported by over 80 area churches. Our own Julie     
Schneider has served as a volunteer at the Northwest Campus, located on the grounds of University 
United Methodist Church. Sandra Murray, who recently joined our congregation, has also been  
working at the deZavala location almost since her arrival in San Antonio! 
 

For more information, check out their website at https://christianassistanceministry.org/ 
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This month, the Membership Committee is high-
lighting one of our long-time members, Roberta 
Betts. 
 

Roberta and her family joined the church in the early 1960s, 
when our first minister, Jack Williams, was preaching. She  
said only one other current church member has been attending 
OHPC longer than she has.  
 

Roberta was born in Kansas, the youngest of three children. 
When she was six years old, the family moved to Denver,  
Colorado.  It was in Colorado that she met her first husband, 
Steve Wool, who was an Air Force officer. They had four chil-
dren, two boys and two girls. Her daughter, Jan Hamill, also 
attends OHPC and sings along with her mother in our choir.  
 

Steve was transferred to San Antonio but had to retire early. He was unfortunately diagnosed with 
MS at the age of 30. Roberta was his primary caregiver and full-time mom to their children. It was 
during this time that the family joined Oak Hills. The Cuban Missile Crisis was a time fraught with 
anxiety for everyone. The family had not belonged to a church as Steve had been raised as a        
Nazarene, but Roberta was adamant that Steve and the children become baptized. They lived in the 
Oak Hills neighborhood, so Steve approached Pastor Williams about baptizing them. They met with 
the church Elders who agreed to this, and the family became active members of the church.  Steve 
passed away at the age of 55. 
 

Roberta was a widow for 9 years. She met her second husband, Austin W. Betts (Cy) at Oak Hills. 
He was a widower, and Roberta and her husband had been friendly with Cy and his late wife before 
she passed away. She and Cy were married in 1992. Cy had been a retired general in the US Army. 
He was instrumental in helping OHPC obtain our beautiful pipe organ, and he worked closely with 
our former organist and choir director John Lyle to make this happen. The couple did some traveling 
before he passed away, and they both loved to dance. 
 

Roberta is the grandmother of 8 and has a great many great-grandchildren as well. Along with    
singing in the choir, she enjoys reading and is addicted to the Hallmark Channel. 
 

Oak Hills is blessed to have faithful members like Roberta! 
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WEDDING COINCIDENCES 
 

Many are aware that for 18 years, I served as co-organist at the 
First Presbyterian Church of New Orleans, sharing the bench 
with my beloved friend, May Ball. As the 1990’s turned into 
the 2000’s, First Pres became a popular wedding venue in 
town.  Perhaps it was the soaring 40’ gothic ceiling or the     

historic pipe organ – or its overly-reasonable fees – many brides sought out First 
Pres for their nuptials. Until the strike of Hurricane Katrina in 2005, we were  
doing dozens of weddings each year, many of them “destination wedding” with 
the entire party from out of state seeking a New Orleans experience.  Much fun! 
 

As time passed, my colleague, May, lost interest in the wedding business. “You 
can do them all,” May chirped, “no more Bride-Zillas for me! And you are so 
much better than I at listening to all their preening foolishness.” Okay with me. 
 

In September 2003, I was contacted by a future bride from Arizona to play her 
wedding on December 27, 2003.  “We want to come to New Orleans for Christ-
mas and have decided to hold our ceremony over the holidays.”  I assured her I 
was delighted to be their organist, reminding her to call me in November to     
select the music. 
 

The next month, the federal government sent me to a conference in Miami, FL at the downtown InterContinental   
Hotel.  The meeting opened on Monday, October 27, 2003, and when the lunch break arrived, I went next door to a 
shopping mall with various casual food venues.  The place was packed, but I secured a place in line at a promising 
delicatessen, ready to place my order. 

 

Ahead of me in line were two young men, conventioneers from 
Phoenix.  I could not help overhearing their conversation.   
“My fiancée wants to get married in New Orleans at Christmas 
break,” one of the guys confided, “so we visited last month and 
found the neatest old church. It’s in Uptown New Orleans, and 
my mother is so pleased it’s a Presbyterian Church” 
 

There are only two Presbyterian Churches in Uptown New   
Orleans, so as I stood in line experiencing this remarkable    
moment, I was nearly outdone at the coincidence. These men 
were from Phoenix, I was from New Orleans, and we were at a 
conference in Miami.  Yet our lives would soon intersect at a 
wedding. 
 
“Pardon my interruption, but I am aware of your wedding 

plans at First Presbyterian of New Orleans. Your fiancée booked me a few weeks ago.  My name is Greg Nussel,    
the church’s organist, and I will be playing at your ceremony on December 27.  Remind your fiancée to call me next 
month to select the music.” 
 

I thought the young man was going to pass out in amazement; after recovering, he was unduly pleasant but shaking 
his head.  When we met again at the rehearsal on December 26, 2003, the young groom appeared to remain in mild 
shock.  But the service was wonderful, and everyone had a great time. 
 

This incident was truly amazing, and certainly God’s Grace somehow had a role.  Being a church musician has been 
a tremendous blessing in my life and times. 
 
Greg Nussel 
Organist and Choirmaster 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=volunteers+needed+for+fellowship+hour+images&view=detailv2&&id=053BFE2CBEA83A443032BDF056CBC93137316D84&selectedIndex=26&ccid=76bNZldL&simid=608049872373746922&thid=JN.N6J3eAEtFLYtu%2f3vKIzfcw


March 2022 

Birthday blessings to: 
 

3/1     Connie Durocher 

3/3    Bob Goad 

3/5    Nancy Wilson 

3/8    Jeanne Dechert 

3/9    Emily Ebert 

3/16   Kimberly Oei  

3/16   Alix Wilson 

3/17   Mac-Elroy Chi 

3/23  Sylvie Bache 

3/28  Venessa Mabo Ngwam-

bo 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

 

3/26 Armando & Mayra 
Lopez 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 1 

 

2    Ash Wednesday  

      1 PM  

 

7 PM Choir 

7 PM  AA     

3 

 

 

 

4 5 

1-3 PM Girl Scouts 

6  10:30 AM Worship 

11:30 AM Session  

4-6 PM Guide Dogs 

7 

 

8 

 

9  5 PM Bible study 

 

 

7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA 

10 

 

11 

 

12  Time change! 

 

13   10:30 AM Worship 

 

 

 

14     15 

 

16       

7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA 

            

17 

11 AM 

Book 

Club 

 

18 

 

19 

1-3 PM Girl Scouts 

20  10:30 AM Worship 

Spring begins 

4-6 PM Guide Dogs 

21 

 

22 

 

23 5 PM Bible study 

 

 

7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA 

24 25 

 

26 

Lunch preparation 
for workers at the 
Presbyterian Clus-

ter Habitat Build 

27  10:30 AM Worship 

 

 

 

28 29 30 

7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA 

31   



Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

 I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.   

Isaiah 43:19 


