
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y    

 

Beloved Family, 

Thanksgiving season is upon us again and, as always, I try to make this a month 
of intentional gratitude. This year, I’ve made a list of 30 categories and each day 
I will come up with 1-3 things in that category for which I am grateful. Here is 
my list, and I hope you will use it, too! I will post them on Facebook as well, in 
case you wish to participate there.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Happy November, everyone; may your month be full of blessings and gratitude. 
And speaking of blessings and gratitude, I feel grateful and blessed that we 
have a new church directory! It will be available in the narthex on Sundays, or 
you can stop by during church office hours and pick one up. If you would like 
to have one mailed to you, just give the office a call!  

 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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1. Nature 11. Friends 21. Technology 

2. Childhood 12. Necessities 22. Movement 

3. Art 13. Daily Activities 23. Books 

4. Animals 14. Travel 24. Church 

5. Family 15. Music 25. Movies 

6. Food 16. Love 26. Home 

7. Hardships 17. Memories 27. Accomplishments 

8. Holidays 18. Aging 28. Money 

9. Experiences 19. Creativity 29. Hobbies 

10. Buildings 20. Teachers 
30. Your Choice of Topic! 

  



November Worship  

Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

 
 

 
 
 

Lectionary passages are listed for your reflection. 
 

November 1:  All Saints Day 
Isaiah 25:6-9   A feast on the day of the Lord; God will swallow up death forever. 
Psalm 24    Who will enter God’s presence?  Those with clean hearts and hands. 
Revelation 21:1-6a   A vision of a new creation:  See, God is making all things new. 
John 11:32-44    Jesus raises Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha, from the dead. 
 

November 7:  24rd Sunday after Pentecost &  Remembrance 
1 Kings 17:8-16  With meager resources, a widow miraculously feed Elijah. 

Psalm 146   Do not put your trust in princes; God gives food to the hungry. 

Hebrews 9:24-28  Christ entered the sanctuary of heaven; he will come again to save. 

Mark 12:38-44   Jesus criticizes the scribes and praises the gift of a poor widow.. 
 

November 14:  25th Sunday after Pentecost, Veterans Recognition & Commitment Sunday  

Daniel 12:1-3   Daniel’s vision:  Those who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake. 
Psalm 16   O Lord, you are always with me; you show me the path of life. 
Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18), Let us hold fast to ojr faith, preparing for the day of the Lord. 
 19-25  
Mark 13:1-8   Jesus speaks of the temple’s fall, and other signs of what is to come. 
 

November 21:  Christ the King Sunday & Heritage Sunday 
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14  The Ancient One gives all dominion to a human, coming in clouds. 

Psalm 93   The ancient and everlasting Lord is enthroned in majesty. 

Revelation 1:4b-8  Jesus is coming with the clouds; the Lord is Alpha and Omega. 

John 18:33-37   Pilate asks:  Are you a king?  Jesus answers:  I came to show the truth. 
 

November 25:  Thanksgiving 
Deuteronomy 8:7-48  The Lord is bringing you into a good land: do not forget your God 

Psalm 65   Praise God, who answers prayer, sends rain, and blesses the earth. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-15  God loves a cheerful fiver; thanks be to God for the gift of grace. 

Luke 17:11-19   Jesus heals ten people with leprosy; only one returns to give thanks. 
 

November 28:  First Sunday of Advent  
Jeremiah 33:14-16  The days are coming; God’s promise of salvation will be fulfilled.  

Psalm 25: 1-10   O Lord, teach me your paths; you are the God of my salvation. 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 May God strengthen your heart until the coming of the Lord Jesus. 

Luke 21:25-36   Signs in the heavens show that the kingdom of God is near; be alert. 
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Tuesday, November 16, 6 :30PM 
OHPC will be partnering with St. Andrew Presbyterian Church in a joint Thanks-
giving worship service.  St. Andrews has decided NOT to provide dinner, but Pas-
tor Rachael will still deliver the message. 
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Opportunities for Study, Service & Fellow-

Celebrating the Past, Present & Future of the Reformed Tradition 

Sunday, November 21 

Our church traces its roots back to the protestant reformation of the mid-16th century, inspired 
by the French Theologian - John Calvin, and Scottish Clergyman - John Knox, who founded the 
Presbyterian denomination in Scotland.  As a passionate reformer, Knox wanted to make the  
Bible and faith accessible to the common person.  Prior to the reformation, only highly educated 
priests could read and therefore interpret Scripture.  Heritage Sunday is a celebration of a long 
faith tradition where all members are valued and encouraged to explore the mysteries of God’s 
truth.  

Wear your family colors and be prepared for the traditional bagpipes and drums! 

Don’t forget the time change for November 7!  Set your clocks 
back one hour before you go to bed on Saturday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for  

Journeys through 
Revelation 

Apocalyptic 
Hope for Today 

Revelation takes us on a jour-

ney into God’s own dream for 

our world.  Join us on this 

journey of assurance and 

hope! We will meet the second 

and fourth Wednesday of each 

month at 5 PM in the church 

library. 

Thursday, November 11, 11 AM 
On Folly Beach, by Karen White 

 

 December 9 A Man Called Ove, by Fredrik Bachman 

 January 13 The Girl with the Louding Voice, by Abi Daré 

 February 10 The Last Thing He Told Me, by Laura Dave 

 March 10 Camino Island, by John Grisham 

 April 14  Killing Jesus, by Bill O’Reilly 

 May 12  The World Played Chess, by Robert Dugoni 

 Piano Recital! 

Join us in the sanctuary for a piano 
recital that will include two OHPC 
members on Saturday, November 20 
from 3:30-4:40. 

Upcoming Service Opportunities 
(more information to come) 

 Blankets, Jackets and Socks for Under the Bridge 

 Christmas Angel Tree gifts 
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SESSION NOTES 
 

 Session approved the baptism of Dylan Mabo, 
which is set for December 5. 

 Session approved the use of the sanctuary for 
two piano recitals. 

 Jack Henson provided an in-depth 
look at the financial record-keeping 
and accounting practices. 

 
 

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

FINANCIAL NEW$ 
2021 has been a another very challenging 
year for OHPC, and we are most grateful for 
all of the support we have received.  As a re-
sult of the day care closing, we are  behind in 
our income vs. expenditures for this budget 
year.  Fortunately, the area is now rented to 
the International School of San Antonio. 

In early November you  will be receiving a 
statement of your 2021 contributions.  the 
Finance Committee encourages you to 
prayerfully consider what you will be able to 
contribute toward next year’s 
ministry.  
 

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
"Under his direction, the whole body is fitted together 

perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps 
the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy 

and growing and full of love." Ephesians 4:16 

As each one of us does our own work, we help the 
other parts grow, so that all of OHPC is healthy and 
growing and full of love. The Stewardship Com-
mittee wants to remind you that our mission de-
pends on what each of us gives to the Church. Our 
budget and mission for the coming year is based on 
what is pledged. The more committed and generous 
we are, the more amazing this Church will be at cre-
ating a better world, a world that reflects the love of 
Jesus Christ. 

Our work makes a huge impact on this community 
and is an essential part of the work of the Church 
worldwide. When we make our yearly budget, we 
are inviting each of you into this new and better 
way of life. Please spend some time in prayer about 
your gift to God for the coming year, as you commit 
to returning a portion of what God has given you.  

Did you Know? 
Christmas is coming, and we will once again be 
collecting gifts for the children served by Presby-
terian Children’s Home and Services.  But do you 
know what services PCHAS actually provides?  
Their mission here in San Antonio includes: 

 Child and family services through which they 
help families in crisis stay together, building on 
their strengths and addressing their needs. 

 Empowering single parent families to reach self-
sufficiency through training, employment ser-
vices, and housing.  

 Transitional living that helps young adults,   ag-
es 16-24, bridge the divide between foster care 
and independent living. 

 A team approach to education that offers    men-
toring, tutoring and advocacy for all     children 
in their care and also prepares clients for gradu-
ation and higher education. 

You can learn more about this valuable                
organization at their website:  
https://www.pchas.org 

 

For it is in giving, that we receive.     
—Francis of Assisi 

Don’t forget to pick up your updated directory! 
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ISSA 

This month, the Membership Committee is highlighting a new visitor to 
Oak Hills, Sandra Murray. Sandra is an ordained Presbyterian minister who 
moved to San Antonio in April of this year to be near her only son. She has 
become a member of the Presbytery and has served as pulpit supply for sev-
eral churches in the area. When she is not preaching, she has been a regular 
visitor to our church. 

Sandra was born in Orlando, Florida but grew up in California. She has one 
sister. Following high school, she served in the U.S. Army for three years, 
then went to college at San Francisco State. She received her teaching cre-
dentials, but at that time, there were few job opportunities in the teaching 
field. She  decided to go to work for the VA where she remained for four 
years until entering the Seminary in 1978. 

After graduating, Sandra served in a number of positions around the coun-
try. She was in Idaho for six years, then served for an additional six years in 
northwestern Pennsylvania. She moved to Florida, where she served at a 
small church in Homestead for five years, and then became a hospital chap-

lain in Miami. She was an Associate Pastor at the Elk Rapids Presbyterian Church in Michigan until retiring (for the 
first time) in 2011. She served in a volunteer capacity for the next three years, working with the homeless in New 
Mexico. Next she served with AmeriCorps Vista in Tucson, Arizona for a year. When she returned to Michigan, she 
became the Chaplain at the Father Fred Foundation in Traverse City. She now considers herself officially “retired,” 
but along with her pulpit supply, she found ways to serve San Antonio right away. She volunteers for CAM and has 
agreed to lend her expertise to our OHPC Membership Committee. 

Sandra loves to read and travel with her sister. They have two cruises booked for next year. 

When asked how she decided to become a regular visitor to Oak Hills, Sandra said that she visited several other 
churches, but felt most comfortable here. She said she found the congregation friendly and welcoming. We will no 
doubt have an opportunity to hear her preach when Pastor Rachael is away, so we will get to know her even better! 

The International School of San Antonio will be host-
ing an Open House in Saturday, November 6 
from 11:30-1. This event is an opportunity for new 
families to get to know our school and our teachers. 
We will give a short presentation and parents will 
have a chance to ask questions and visit our class-
rooms. More information is on the website: https://
issatx.com/event/issa-open-house-november-2021/
#rsvp-now 
 
Our photo this month features a few of our students 
enjoying some new benches on the playground. These 
benches were made by a young man in our communi-
ty for his eagle scout project. We love our new play-
ground here at OHPC!  
 
 

Membership—Let’s Get to Know One Another Better 

https://issatx.com/event/issa-open-house-november-2021/#rsvp-now
https://issatx.com/event/issa-open-house-november-2021/#rsvp-now
https://issatx.com/event/issa-open-house-november-2021/#rsvp-now
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Dressing Up for Church 
 
I have always dressed up for church.  For three decades I dressed up to go to 
the courthouse, so I figured I should dress up to go to God’s House.  This 
worked out most of the time.  One time it did not. 
 
In the 1990’s and 2000’s, I was co-organist at First Presbyterian of New Orle-
ans, so I had alternate Sundays off.  As a result, on my off Sundays I became 
a very popular substitute organist all over New Orleans.  Through the Organ-
ist’s Guild, I became friendly with a talented concert organist, whose regular 
job was at the Church of the Immaculate Conception (The “Jesuit Church”) 
one block from the French Quarter. When she was off giving a recital, she 
would engage me to play for this very historic and monumental church built 
in 1925.  The organ was perched in an upper rear balcony, 40 feet from the 
floor of the church, a climb of 36 steps to reach it. The organ was nothing 
noteworthy, a small pipe organ – but the acoustic in this gorgeous marble 
venue was extraordinary.  Only the cantor and I were present in the balcony.  
(The cantor was good, but not as talented as Ann Stull.) 

 
On a torrid August in 2002, my friend asked me to play the 11:00 a.m. 
High Mass at Immaculate Conception, and I agreed.  It was 92 de-
grees, so I dressed in my light seersucker suit and white bucks and 
went to the church.  Climbing the 36 steps, the cantor soon joined me 
in the distant balcony – and all went well.   
 
But a problem ensued.  The old organ bench had 
a splinter at its base.  When I exited the bench af-
ter playing the postlude, the pant line of my cot-
ton suit caught the splinter.  As I stood up, the en-
tire length of the pant ripped from crotch to knee 
and the suit was ruined.  Even my white shorts 
were evident in this disaster. 
 
When Mass ended, the cantor said, “I hope you 

weren’t going to jazz brunch at Commander’s Palace!”  I was mortified, and I 
made my way down the 36 stairs.  I ran into the Pastor, who inquired, “My 
Lord, what happened to you?” 
 
Arriving at home, Vanessa was alarmed, “Did you get into a dog fight?” with 
my bare leg hanging out and the suit ruined.  The church’s honorarium was 
$150, but the replacement suit cost $250.  Some things do not work out! 
 
Greg Nussel 
Organist and Choirmaster 

The infamous 
seersucker suit 

(with Greg in it) 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=volunteers+needed+for+fellowship+hour+images&view=detailv2&&id=053BFE2CBEA83A443032BDF056CBC93137316D84&selectedIndex=26&ccid=76bNZldL&simid=608049872373746922&thid=JN.N6J3eAEtFLYtu%2f3vKIzfcw


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
11/2     Bryan Clifton 

11/3     Cheryl Clifton 

11/4     Jeff Halquist 

11/6     Deloris McDonald 

11/8     Claris Mabo 

11/10    Anjana Devasahayam 

11/16    Marra Clifton 

11/20    Mickel-Perry Bache 

11/26    Mary Sumner 

11/27    Dylan Mabo 

11/27    Naomi Young 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11/3   Don & Janice Barton 

11/4   Dick & Liz Elliott 

11/12  Robert & Ann Stull 

11/26  Rob & Heather Ebert 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  All Saints 

Day 
2 3 

7 PM AA 

4 Book club 

11 AM 

 

Bridge 1:00 PM 

5 6 11:30-1 ISSA 
Open House 

 

1-3 Girl Scouts 

7 Time change! 

10:30 AM Wor-
ship/Remem-
brance Sunday 

8 9 10 6 PM 

Bible          
Study  

7 PM AA  

11  Veteran’s 
Day  

 

Bridge 12:30 

12 13 

14 10:30 Wor-
ship/Veterans 
Recognition/
Commitment 
Sunday          
11:30 AM Session 

15 16 6:30 PM 

St. Andrews 
17 
7 PM AA 

18 
 

Bridge 12:30 
PM 

19 20  

Piano recital  

3:30-4:30 PM 

1-3 Girl Scouts 

21 
10:30 AM Wor-
ship/Heritage 
Sunday 

22 23 24 
 

 

25 26 27 

28 First Sun-
day of Advent 

10:30 Worship 

4-6 Guide Dogs 

29 30     

NOVEMBER 2021 

Let us come before 
Him with thanksgiving. 

 Psalm 95:2 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=thanksgiving+clipart&view=detailv2&qpvt=thanksgiving+clipart&id=53E4774E9A05FFDA73D83C9436AF0A1FB657D24C&selectedIndex=24&ccid=fvouWl19&simid=608015878221532549&thid=OIP.M7efa2e5a5d7db0336d71fae5683f8c50o0


Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

Colossians 3:23 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 


