
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y    

 

Beloved Family, 

The holiday season has arrived, and there is one thing we can say for sure: this 
will be a holiday season like no other. It is easy for me to focus on the negative 
differences: like being disappointed that I likely won’t spend Thanksgiving with 
my in-laws, or worrying about what our Christmas Eve service is going to be 
like. But I traditionally make Thanksgiving a month of intentional gratitude, 
and I intend to do the same this year. I invite you to join me. Here’s what my 
practice will look like, feel free to play with it and make it your own! 

 

1. Each day, I will write down one thing I am grateful for. Writing it out 
creates a deeper impact for me than simply thinking it in my head. 

2. I will try to reach beyond the obvious. Yes, I am most grateful for my 
loving husband and wonderful daughters, but I am also grateful that 
meal planning makes my week run more smoothly, and for kind cash-
iers who make the extra effort to smile with their eyes since their 
mouths are covered. 

3. If I am upset or worried about something on a particular day, I will try 
to let that issue guide my gratitude. For example, if I am upset about 
not seeing my in-laws for Thanksgiving, I can be grateful that my in-
laws are people with whom I enjoy spending time. 

4. I will turn each gratitude into a prayer: “Dear God, thank you for the 
blessing of: ______. Help me to be a blessing to others. Amen.” 

 

I hope this practice helps us stay grounded and connected to God. I pray it 
keeps us focused on all that we have been given, and not mired in what has 
been taken away. And I hope that as we consider our gifts, we prayerfully con-
sider how they may be used to bless others. I will be posting my daily gratitude 
practice on the church’s Facebook page; please feel free to share your own in 
the comments section there!  

 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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November Worship  

Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lectionary passages are listed for your reflection. 
 

November 1:  All Saints Day 
Revalation 7:9-17  The redeemed gather at God’s throne; the Lamb is their shepherd. 
Psalm 34:1-10, 22       Bless the Lord, our Redeemer; taste and see that the Lord is good.. 
1 John 3:1-3                   See what love the Father has given us; we are God’s children now. 
Matthew 5:1-12   The Beatitudes:  blessed are you; your reward is great in heaven. 
 

November 8: 23rd Sunday after Pentecost  
Amos 5:18-24   The day of the Lord is darkness; let justice roll down like wters. 

Psalm 70   O Lord, make haste to help me, for I am poor and needy 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 The dead in Christ will rise first; then the living will meet the Lord. 

Matthew 25-1-13  The parable of ten bridesmaids; keep awake the Lord is coming. 
 

November 15:  24th Sunday after Pentecost & Heritage Sunday   

Zephania 1:7, 12-18  Beware, the day of the Lord is near; wealth will not save you. 
Psalm 90:1-8 (9-11) 12 A thousand years are like a day to you; teach us to count our days. 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Be ready:  the day of the Lord will come like a theif in the night. 
Matthew 25:14-30  The parable of talents; good and trustworthy servants are rewarded 
 

November 22:  Christ the King Sunday  
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 I will be the shepherd of my sheep, says the Lord; I will save them. 

Psalm 100   Make a joyful noise to the Lord; we are the sheep of God’s pasture. 

   Or Psalm 95:1-7a  The Lord is our God and we are the people of God’s pasture.  

Ephesians 1:15-23  Christ is seated at God’s right hand; all powers are under his feet. 

Matthew 25:31-46  The King will judge:  just as you did it to the least, you did it to me. 
 

November 29:  First Sunday of Advent & Commitment Sunday 
Isaiah 64:1-9   Tear open the heavens and come down; save us from our sin. 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  Restore us, O God; let your face shine, and save us. 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9  God will strengthen you while you wait for Christ’s coming. 

Mark 13:24-37   In those days the stars will fall from heaven; keep awake 

P a g e  2 

Thursday, November 19, 6 PM 
OHPC will be partnering with St. Andrew Presbyterian Church in offering a virtual 
Thanksgiving Service.  Even in the midst of this pandemic, there are things for 
which we can be grateful.  Let’s meet together to celebrate the blessings in our 
lives!  Tune in to the service on the church’s Facebook page, just as we do for 
Sunday worship. 

We hope to “see” you there! 
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Opportunities for Study & Fellowship 

Celebrating the Past, Present & Future of the Reformed Tradition 

Sunday, November 15 

Our church traces its roots back to the protestant reformation of the mid-16th century, inspired by 
the French Theologian - John Calvin, and Scottish Clergyman - John Knox, who founded the Presby-
terian denomination in Scotland.  As a passionate reformer, Knox wanted to make the  Bible and faith 
accessible to the common person.  Prior to the reformation, only highly educated priests could read 
and therefore interpret Scripture.  Heritage Sunday is a celebration of a long faith tradition where all 
members are valued and encouraged to explore the mysteries of God’s truth.  

Even though we can’t meet in person to celebrate with our usual bagpipers, you can still wear your 
family colors, and we can still rejoice in our amazing reformed heritage on November 15! 

 
 
 

Breaking News! 
Tori Whitaker to Visit the OHPC Book Club 

 

We have the unique opportunity to meet with 
the author of our book selection!  We will be 
joined in our November meeting by Tori Whita-
ker, author of  Millicent Glenn’s Last Wish.  As 
she nears her 91st birthday, Millicent contem-
plates the secrets of her life and how they have 
affected her relationships.  Her revelations re-
quire her daughter and granddaughter to con-
front the reality of their own relationships and 
long-held beliefs.  
We invite everyone to join us. If you don’t have 
time to read the book, skim it quickly in order to 
join the discussion.   
 

Meeting Dates and Picks 
 

Nov 5:  Millicent Glenn’s Last Wish by Tori Whit-
aker 

Dec 3:  A Woman Makes a Plan, by Maye Musk  

 

Don’t forget the time change for November 1!  Set your clocks back one hour before you go to bed on 
Halloween (October 31)! 

Our Bible Study entitled The Things 
that Make for Peace continues by 
Zoom on the first and third Wednes-
days at 6 PM.  We will explore ways to 
find and practice peace, consider how 
we can extend peace, and what it 
means to live peace.  If you are inter-
ested in joining the study, contact the 
church office or Donna Amonett at 

damonett@gmail.com. 
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SESSION NOTES 
 

• The custodial position has been posted and 
applications have been coming in for       
Benny’s replacement.   

• The Outreach Committee will submit an ap-
plication to use our parking lot for meal dis-
tribution to foster children under the age of 
18 who are aging out of the system.  The 
program would be administered by the Be a 
Champion organization 

• Membership is sponsoring a diaper shower 
for two young couples having babies before 
the end of the year.   

 
Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

FINANCIAL NEW$ 
2020 has been a very challenging year for OHPC, 
and we are most grateful for all of the support 
we have received.  Although we are  behind in 
our income vs. expenditures for this budget year, 
hopefully we will catch up before year-end.  That 
will happen if members of our generous congre-
gation find a little extra to donate.   
 

Work on the 2021 budget is beginning.  As we 
face ongoing and unknown challenges, the Fi-
nance Committee encourages you to prayerfully 
consider what you will be able to contribute to-
ward next year’s ministry.  
 

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

PCHAS Update 
 
Home Sweet Home 
 
Introducing Presbyterian Children’s Home and Services’ “Home Sweet Home” Campaign. This is a follow-up to the 
“Epiphany: Standing in the Presence of Christ” Capital Campaign that ended in August 2020 and raised the construc-
tion funds for the campus expansion at the San Antonio PCHAS facility.  
 
The goal of the Home Sweet Home campaign is $420,000 to fund the finishing touches to the 16 newly-constructed 
single-parent-family apartments and the renovated community building which will provide 5 efficiency duplex apart-
ments for youth who have aged out of foster care. This expansion will serve 21 adults and 48 children in residence 
and 15 families in the surrounding community. 
 
The “Home Sweet Home” finishing touches include technology for educating parents and children, household furni-
ture and amenities, resurfacing the basketball court and adding sidewalks and walkways. 
 
For more information about the Home Sweet Home Campaign, please contact Banner Huggins, Regional Develop-
ment Officer for San Antonio and Corpus Christi, at (210) 634-0799 or banner.huggins@pchas.org or go to the PCHAS 
website, www.pchas.org/development-team. 

 
Big Give Day 
 
Thanks to your generous support during the San Antonio “Big Give” Day, PCHAS reached its goal of 
$6,000 to furnish one of the bedrooms in one of the above-mentioned family apartments. Thank 
you! 

mailto:banner.huggins@pchas.org
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This month, the Membership Committee is highlighting one of 
our young families: Placide Mabo and Claris Chuo. 

Both Claris and Placide are from Cameroon. The couple met in 
Dallas. Claris was living there with her brother at that time and 
was completing a course in phlebotomy school. Placide was 
visiting a brother who also lived in Dallas. They met at an un-
likely place, a wake. 

They began talking by phone quite a bit and Placide found he 
was visiting his brother more and more often. He finally con-
vinced Claris to move to San Antonio. She has worked at sev-
eral labs since moving here and will be completing a course in 
medical coding/ billing within the next few months. 

Placide initially moved to the US in 2012 and was living with 
his dad in California. He is one of 10 children. His sister Asoh and her family had moved to San Antonio and 
convinced him to move here as well. He completed studies at Gallen College and is currently working as an 
LVN at Baptist Hospital. He is also taking courses to get his RN license. 

The couple enjoys movies and spending time with their families. Placide also plays in a men’s soccer league. 

They were introduced to Oak Hills by Placide’s sister and have become active members of our congregation.  
Placide is one of our new elders. 

This young couple are expecting their first baby, a boy (Dylan) in late December. 

The Membership Committee is highlighting another one of 
our young families this month as well:  Will and Hannah 
Young 

Will was born in Indianapolis, IN, but spent much of his 
childhood in Durham, NC. His family moved to Nacogdo-
ches, TX when he was in the 7th grade. He is one of 4 sib-
lings. He attended Mississippi College, where he met Han-
nah. Both were avid runners and were on the college track 
team. Will is now in his second year of med school at 
UTHSC San Antonio. He initially thought he would follow 
in the family “business”. His father and grandfather were 
both ophthalmologists. However, he has not decided on a 
specialty area just yet. 

Hannah was born in California, but grew up in Evergreen, 
CO.  She has a brother and an identical twin sister, as well 
as one younger sister. She was a year ahead of Will in 
school. She graduated with a degree in Electrical Engineer-
ing and went to work for an engineering firm in Kansas City. When Will was accepted to Medical School in San 
Antonio, they got married and moved here.  Hannah did some engineering contracting work initially, but since the 
spring, she has been working as a nanny.  

The couple are expecting their 1st baby, a girl. They are considering Naomi for the baby’s name. 

Although free time is rare for this busy couple, they continue to enjoy running. They also love to read.  (He likes Sci
-fi, she enjoys Fantasy) Hannah is also an accomplished horseback rider. 

When asked how they came to attend Oak Hills, Will said they were looking for a Presbyterian church. He especial-
ly enjoys the traditional hymns. On their first visit, the music spoke to him and gave him a sense of peace and being 
in the right place. 
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COMMITMENT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29 
"Under his direction, the whole body is fitted together perfectly. As each part 

does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is 
healthy and growing and full of love." Ephesians 4:16 

As each one of us does our own work, we help the other parts grow, so 
that all of OHPC is healthy and growing and full of love. The Stewardship 
Committee wants to remind you that our mission depends on what each 
of us gives to the Church. Our budget and mission for the coming year is 
based on what is pledged. The more committed and generous we are, the 
more amazing this Church will be at creating a better world, a world that 
reflects the love of Jesus Christ. 

Our work makes a huge impact on this community and is an essential part 
of the work of the Church worldwide. When we make our yearly budget, 
we are inviting each of you into this new and better way of life. Please 
spend some time in prayer about your gift to God for the coming year, as 
you commit to returning a portion of what God has given you.  

PRESBYTERIAN PRESIDENTS 
Continuing my election-year theme writing, we note the USA has had 45 presidents over the years.  
Although three had no religious affiliation (including Abraham Lincoln), the other 42 presidents had 
well-defined religious affiliations.  What, you may inquire, is the most common denomination for the 
presidents?  How many were Presbyterians? 
 

The winner is the Episcopal Church, claiming 11 presidents.  That fact is not a surprise, as most of the founding fathers 
came from Britain and thus brought their Church of England membership to America.  The last Episcopalian president 
was George Herbert Walker Bush, a member of St. Martin’s Episcopal Church, Houston. 
 
The runner-up among church denominations is the Presbyterian Church, with nine presi-
dents.  Five of these were 19th Century chief executives – Andrew Jackson, James Polk, 
James Buchanan, Grover Cleveland, and Benjamin Harrison.  Three others served in the 
20th Century – Woodrow Wilson, Dwight Eisenhower, and Ronald Reagan.  Finally, Presi-
dent Donald Trump has deep Presbyterian roots, although he presently has no active mem-
bership. 

Speaking of the Presbyterian presidents in my lifetime, Mamie 
Eisenhower was a life-long and devout Presbyterian.  She undoubtedly was responsible for 
Dwight’s baptism into the Presbyterian Church in 1953 at Gettysburg (PA) Presbyterian Church, 
where they remained active and devout members the rest of their lives.  Similarly, Ronald and 
Nancy Reagan were active Presbyterians for decades, with their membership at Bel Air Presby-
terian Church.  Both congregations remain vibrant today.  As to President Trump, his mother 
was a devout Presbyterian and his father a Lutheran. Young Donald was raised in the First Pres-
byterian Church of Jamaica, Queens in NY. 
 

The remaining presidents were Baptists, Unitarians, Methodists, Disciples of Christ, Dutch Reformed, Quakers, and Con-
gregationalists.  Only one president was Roman Catholic – John F. Kennedy.  Three others Catholics have sought the of-
fice: Al Smith (in 1928), John Kerry (in 2004), and Joe Biden (in 2020). 
 
What does all this mean?  Although no discernable trends appear, we can rejoice that most of our presidents have been 
people of faith and practice.  This great history is replete with faith and grace.  Our Democracy handed down by the 
founding fathers is a great gift.  May God Bless America, and do not forget to vote! 

      - Greg Nussel, Organist and Music Director  

A Season of Joy and Thanksgiving 

Baby Time! 
 

While we can’t gather in 
person, let’s welcome Baby 
Boy Mabo and Baby Girl 
Young into our congregation 
with a diaper shower!  Gift 
certificates are also wel-
come. (Amazon for the Ma-
bos and babylist for the 
Youngs) Boxes for each ba-
by are located just inside 
of Fellowship Hall for your 
contributions.  We will col-
lect diapers and other baby 
items until Sunday, Novem-
ber 15. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=volunteers+needed+for+fellowship+hour+images&view=detailv2&&id=053BFE2CBEA83A443032BDF056CBC93137316D84&selectedIndex=26&ccid=76bNZldL&simid=608049872373746922&thid=JN.N6J3eAEtFLYtu%2f3vKIzfcw


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11/1    Allison Jenson 

11/2     Bryan Clifton 

11/3     Cheryl Clifton 

11/4     Jeff Halquist 

11/6     Deloris McDonald 

11/8     Claris Chuo 

11/10   Anjana Devasahayam 

11/16    Marra Clifton 

11/26    Mary Sumner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11/3   Don & Janice Barton 

11/4   Dick & Liz Elliott 

11/12  Robert & Ann Stull 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 All Saints 
Day 

Time change! 

2 3 4   1 PM 

Fellowship 

6 PM 

5 Book club 

11 AM 

 

6 7 

8  
11:30 Session 
meeting 

9 10 11  1 PM 

Fellowship 

         

12 13 14 

15  Heritage 
Sunday 

16 17 18  1 PM 

Fellowship 

6 PM 

19 20 21 

22 23 24 25  
1 PM 

Fellowship 

26 27 28 

29 First Sunday 
of Advent 

Commitment 
Sunday 

30      

November 2020 

Let us come before 

Him with thanksgiving. 

 Psalm 95:2 

Birthday 
Offering 

 

Presbyterian Children’s 

Home 

(San Antonio Campus)  
 

will receive our 4th Quarter 

birthday offering.  If you 

would like to contribute a      

monetary gift in honor of 

someone’s birthday, indi-

cate on your check or enve-

lope “birthday offering”.            

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=thanksgiving+clipart&view=detailv2&qpvt=thanksgiving+clipart&id=53E4774E9A05FFDA73D83C9436AF0A1FB657D24C&selectedIndex=24&ccid=fvouWl19&simid=608015878221532549&thid=OIP.M7efa2e5a5d7db0336d71fae5683f8c50o0


Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

Colossians 3:23 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 


