Oa k Hill s Pr es b yte ria n
Re v. Rac hae l Hu nt le y

Ch ur ch

Beloved Family,
I have recently found myself turning to what is commonly known as The Peace
Prayer of St. Francis. There is no evidence that St. Francis himself wrote it, but
its message and its simplicity transcend the need for any famed authorship. It
has been a source of comfort for me, and I hope it might be for you as well,
especially those of you who often tell me that you have trouble knowing what
to say when you pray. But before I share it here, I have a quick question to ask.
When you consider the world, which of the following concerns has weighed the
heaviest on your heart: hatred, discord, doubt, despair, darkness, or sadness?
Now keep that concern in mind, as you reflect on this prayer:
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is discord, unity;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
And where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine One, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console,
To be understood as to understand,
To be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
Notice which line has your concern, and the antidote offered. Perhaps you can
choose to try to embody that antidote as much as possible during the month of
May. As always, I would love to hear from you if you decide to do this; I will,
in turn, share with you my own journey.
With love,

Pastor Rachael
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Worship & Bible Study
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Rejoice that our Savior lives! There are seven Sundays of Easter leading up to the
day of Pentecost. Listed below are Lectionary passages to reflect upon each week.
May 2, Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:26-40

Philip meets an Ethiopian eunuch, who asks to be baptized.

Psalm 22:25-31

In the great congregation I will praise the Lord, my deliverer.

1 John 4:7-21

Let us love one another; we love because God first loved us.

John 15:1-8

Jesus says: I am the vine, you are the branches; abide in me.

May 9, Sixth Sunday of Easter & Mother’s Day
Acts 10:44-48

Gentiles receive the gift of the Spirit; they should be baptized too.

Psalm 98

Make a joyful noise to the Lord; give thanks for God’s victory.

1 John 5: 1-6

Trust in Jesus, who came by water and blood, and be born of God.

John 15:9-17

Jesus says: This is my commandment, that you love one another.

May 13, Ascension of the Lord
Acts 1:1-11

Forty days after his resurrection, Jesus ascends into heaven.

Psalm 47

Clap, shout, and sing with joy; the Lord reigns over all the earth.

Or Psalm 93

The Lord reigns in majesty, high about the mighty waters.

Ephesians 1:15-23

Christ is seated at God’s right hand, above every earthly power.

Luke 24:44-53

Jesus interprets the Scriptures, then he is carried up into heaven.

May 16, Seventh Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

Matthias is chosen as one of the twelve apostles, replacing Judas.

Psalm 1

Happy are those who delight in the law of the Lord.

1 John 5:9-13

Whoever believes in the Son of God has the gift of eternal life.

John 17:6-19

Jesus prays for the protection and sanctification of his followers.

May 23, Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21

On the day of Pentecost, God pours out the Spirit upon the earth.

Or Ezekiel 37:1-14

In a valley of dry bones, Ezekiel has a vision of hope for Israel.

Psalm 104:24-23, 35b

The Lord of creation sends forth the Spirit to renew the earth.

Romans 8:22-27

Creation groans in labor pains; the Spirit intercedes for us.

John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 Jesus promises: I will send you an Advocate, the Spirit of truth.

May 30, Trinity Sunday
Isaiah 6:1-8

Isaiah has a vision of the Lord and cries: Here I am; send me!

Psalm 29

In the wilderness and in the temple, give glory to the Lord.

Romans 8: 12-17

By the Spirit we are children of God and joint heirs with Christ.

John 3: 1-17

We must be born of the Spirit; God sent the Son to save the world.
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Opportunities for Study & Fellowship

We love good books!

Page 3

John Knox Ranch summer camp is open for students in second through ninth grade. This is a
great opportunity for our young people to meet
other youth and grow in their Christian faith.
Dates and additional information are available at
https://www.johnknoxranch.org/summer-camp.

Join us on Zoom, Thursday, May 6, when

we will be discussing American Dirt by
Jeanine Cummins.
After the murder of her family by a drug cartel, Lydia and her young son Luca flee their
middle-class home in Mexico, hoping to find
a new chance at life in el norte. The account
of their harrowing journey highlights the desperation and hope of so many refugees.
Book Club goes on hiatus for the summer, but
we’ll be back—hopefully in person—in the
fall. Check us out again in August when we

will set out a new list of eclectic titles for
your reading pleasure!

Financial assistance is available through the
camp itself (An application is available under
the registration portal). The OHPC Christian
Education Committee will also be able to provide limited scholarship assistance. Contact
Betty Sneed for more information.

Ron and Idalia Harmon Memorial Scholarship
“Our Christian youth are always a pleasure in our lives. Our educated Christian youth must be the future of America.”
- Idalia A. Harmon 1928-2008
OHPC will again be offering scholarships to degree-seeking college students, as well as students enrolled in vocational or technical programs. The scholarship is not age specific, and young adults as well as mid-career or older adults
are encouraged to apply.
The Idalia Harmon Memorial Scholarship Fund was established by Ron Harmon in memory of his wife, Idalia. When
Ron passed away in 2017, his son Ken, requested the name to be changed to the Ron and Idalia Harmon Memorial
Scholarship Fund. Although the Harmon Family have been primary benefactors to this fund, anyone can contribute
throughout the year. Checks may be made out to OHPC with Harmon Scholarship noted on the memo line.
The Christian Education Committee administers the program and applications are thoroughly evaluated. Church
members, staff, and their families are eligible to apply, and the awards will vary in size based on various
considerations such as available funds, number of applicants, degree or certificate sought, etc. For more information
regarding the Ron and Idalia Harmon Memorial Scholarship Fund, please see Betty Sneed or contact the church
office.
Applications are available online and in the church office. Deadline for applications is June 7 2021.

Membership
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LET’S GET TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER
BETTER
This month the Membership Committee is highlighting a couple of our
long-time members- Ann and Robert Stull.
The Stulls have been members of this congregation since 1997 and
have been very active in the life of this church. Robert is an Elder and
has served on Session a number of times over the years. He is also the
present chairman of the Fellowship Committee and the Buildings &
Grounds Committee. Ann, of course has been a member of our choir
for many years. She has blessed us with her musical talents each week
during the pandemic, along with our organist Greg Nussel, when we
have only been able to worship remotely.
Ann was born in South Carolina, but her father was in the Air Force,
so the family moved around the U.S. quite a bit while she was growing
up. They also spent 4 years in Portugal. She was one of 12 children.
She attended St. Martin’s College in Washington State, majoring in
Sociology. Ann met Robert in El Paso while they both were serving in the military (US Army) as officers in the Air
Defense Program. She worked for many years for Franklin Development Corporation (of San Antonio), a company
that builds senior living facilities but retired in January 2020.
Robert was born in Frierson, LA. He had three sisters and five brothers. He attended Southern University where he
graduated with a degree in Mathematics, then earned his Master’s in Business from Webster University. He retired
from the Army as a Major, and most recently worked for CPS Energy. He also retired in 2020. The Stulls had three
children, two daughters and a son, Christopher, who passed away at the age of 14. Their daughter Ishmael lives in San
Antonio and has two children, Christopher (18) and Sydney (12). Ishmael was married at OHPC; the grandchildren
are both members and were baptized at OHPC. Their other daughter, Ashley, grew up at OHPC, graduated from Clark
HS and TCU. Ashley and her husband live in Portland, Oregon.
The Stulls both grew up in Christian homes. Robert’s grandfather was a Presbyterian minister, and his father and
mother were both elders in their church. Ann’s father was also a minister in a Holiness Church. (Ann said it took her
a while to get used to the Presbyterian services, as the churches of her childhood were quite a bit livelier.)
Both Ann and Robert have kept busy since retirement. Their plans to travel have been on hold, of course, but they are
looking forward to this in the near future. Ann has been caring for a neighbor’s infant during the pandemic and we’ve
kept Robert busy at Oak Hills through Fellowship and Buildings & Grounds. Robert loves sports, especially baseball,
and still plays.

It’s time to elect new Session Members!
We need two members of the congregation to join three current Session
members on the Nominating Committee. If you are interested in helping
to select new Session members, please let Pastor Rachael know by May 10.
If you are interested in serving on Session, let one of the committee
members know. We will vote on these nominees during a congregational
meeting on June 6. (Then stick around for our “Pack the Packs” party!)

OHPC in Mission
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Michael Jensen and his crew provided
Easter Sunday lunch for 65 people!
What a wonderful way to celebrate the
risen Lord! And Michael will be doing it
all again on June 6. This is traditionally
our Garage Sale week, but with that event
cancelled again this year, why not volunteer to help Michael? The Outreach
Committee will be funding the purchase
of the groceries, but volunteers are always welcome to help prepare or to distribute the meals. Because the April event
was the first since the pandemic shutdown, more people are expected with
each succeeding distribution. In past
times, 150-175 folks showed up, so even
more volunteers will be needed for
future events. Contact Michael at
210-422-5010 with your offer to help.

To

Service Opportunities
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FIESTA MEDALS
FOR SALE!

The Outreach Committee is
seeking to provide 50 backpacks that will be filled by the
congregation with supplies to
assist “the least of these” our
brothers and sisters as they
travel through San Antonio to
sponsors across the country.

You can participate
in this project by contributing some of the items
needed to fill the backpacks. Pull a tab (or two
or three!) from the display
board in the narthex or call
the office to find out what
is needed. Return your
items by Memorial Day.

Mark Your Calendars!
June 6—Service Day at OHPC
•
•

Join Michael Jensen in preparing or
distributing a meal Under the Bridge.
Join the Pack the Packs party as we fill
backpacks with the supplies we have
gathered for asylum seekers passing
through San Antonio.

Are you
a
doglover? Or
have
you ever
wished
you
could
help
someone with a physical challenge? Or do you
just like Fiesta Medals? This is your opportunity! Guide Dogs for the Blind provides trained
dogs to visually impaired individuals free of
charge. On New Year’s Eve, 6-month old Tugger came to our own Patty McCurnin for his initial training. Once he graduates, Tugger will
become the eyes that enable his blind companion to navigate the world! The proceeds from
the sale of these $10 medals stays with the local
GDB club and helps to pay the $500 cost of the
harness that the pups need to guide their new
owners. To buy your medal, call Patty’s cell at
210-723-5405 or contact her at tessleyjane@gmail.com.

Congregational News
SESSION NOTES
•

The Christian Ed Committee is accepting applications
for the Ron and Idalia Harmon Scholarship.

•

The Christian Ed Committee will also provide limited
financial assistance to youth seeking to attend John
Knox Ranch summer camps. Contact Betty Sneed for
details.

•

•

Dick Elliott, Betty Sneed, and Placide Mabo will serve
as Session members on the nominating committee.
Pastor Rachael will recruit two additional members.
The Building and Grounds Committee is updating the
inventory of church property in preparation for
renewal of our tax-exempt status.
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FINANCIAL NEW$
The first quarter of 2021 shows that we are about in
the usual place budget-wise. In spite of the closing,
our income and expenses are close to projection.
Currently our needs are being met through budget income and reserves. Without the garage sale and rental
income, the reserve funds will not be replenished at
this time.
Many thanks for your support of
OHPC.

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session

A word of appreciation
from the Bache Family

We have been blessed to have Consuelo
Krueger manning the office and keeping
us organized the past few months. Now
it’s time to say goodbye. Her husband
has been transferred, so they are heading
back to Fort Collins, Colorado. This is
exciting news for them—they are looking
forward to spending time with their
grandkids (…and their kids, but we know
where the priorities lie!).
Consuelo’s last day will
be May 7, so get your
good-bye’s in before
then. While we deeply
regret her departure, we
are grateful for the time
we had with her, and
wish all the best to
Consuelo and her family!

On behalf of our family we want
to sincerely thank you Pastor Rachael, Donna
Amonett, Nancy Redd, brother Robert and all the
family members of the Oak Hills Presbyterian
church for the continuous checking on us especially during this unprecedented moment when
corona virus is ravaging human souls across the
globe. Thank you all very much for the love and
may God continue to bless you all abundantly.
In this same capacity we equal thank every member of the church for pouring out much love to
our family especially presenting us with baby
shower gifts for our new born baby Mikel-Perry.
Those gifts were heart melting and we appreciate
that from the bottom of our hearts. We are happy
and very proud to be a part of this one big family
and we promise to always stay and be bonded by
the grace of our lord Jesus Christ who shed his
blood on the cross of calvary for us all. We look
forward to joining the rest of the congregation in
person soonest and we pray may the love and
peace of our lord be upon us all in Jesus Mighty
name we pray Amen.
Sylvie and Elvis’s Family

Music Notes
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HUMAN KINDNESS
“TAB!”
Judge Morey Sear was a noteworthy and powerful Federal Judge in
Louisiana and a dear friend of mine. Appointed by President Ford,
Judge Sear was an indomitable force in Louisiana jurisprudence for 28
years. But he was not an especially kind or gracious person, especially
to his staff and the lawyers appearing before him, although he was unfailingly generous to me.
In chambers, when Judge Sear wanted a soft drink, he would bellow out, “TAB!” His long-suffering
secretary, Yvonne, would dutifully leave her desk, retrieve a cold Tab from the Frigidaire, and serve it
to the Curmudgeon. No other response ensued. As another federal judge remarked to me, “He’s not
exactly brimming with the milk of human kindness.”
St. Paul remind us that love is patient and kind [1 Corinthians 14:8]. This did not translate to the
Judge, who believed if kindness prevailed, “. . . the lawyers would run all over me!”
Fortunately, these concerns do not extend to OHPC and especially to our choir. Choral groups are
especially known for kindness, compassion, and collegiality. Any group comprised of Sopranos, Altos, Tenors, and Basses needs one another – and the fellowship of singers cannot be understated.
As we regroup after the Pandemic, may we all come together with the milk of human compassion –
and love one another as our Lord intends. Our choir will be together very soon, and I cannot wait!
May you be ever blessed as we recover from the Pandemic! “TAB!”
Greg Nussel
Organist and Choir Master

May 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Girl Scouts

2
10:30 am Worship

3

4

5

6 11 am Book Club

1 pm Fellowship
6 pm

7

12:30 pm

Good-bye,

8

Consuelo

Bridge

Bible study
7 pm AA
9 10:30 am Worship

10

11

12

13 12:30 pm Bridge

14

15

Girl Scouts

1 pm Fellowship
7 pm AA
MOTHER’S DAY
16

17

18

10:30 am Worship

19

20

1 pm Fellowship

21

22

28

29 Get your backpack items into the
shopping cart by
Monday!

12:30 pm Bridge

6 pm
Bible study
7 pm AA
23 10:30 am Worship

24

25

26

27

1 pm Fellowship

12:30 pm Bridge

7 pm AA
30 10:30 am Worship

31 Office Closed

Birthday blessings 5/11 Stacey Williams
5/18 Peggy Hudson
to:
5/2 Patty McCurnin
5/2 Rosalie Buente
5/4 Geoffrey Gill
5/5 Barbara Clevenstine
5/8 Eilene Brown
5/9 Julia Murphy
5/9 Robert Stull

5/18 Vanessa O’Keefe
5/21 Geraldine
Besecker
5/21 Haley Ettipio
5/21 Angel Lopez
5/23 Tim O’Keefe
5/24 Marjorie McFarland

Happy Anniversary!
5/16 Ron & Nancy Wilson
5/17 Russell & Karen Seal
5/20 Ed & Kathleen Payne

To all of our OHPC moms
and grandmothers...

Oak Hills Presbyterian Church
6739 Callaghan Road
San Antonio, Texas 78229

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

210-342-0271
Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com
Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com

Return Service Requested

The grass withers, the flower fades; but the Word of our God will stand forever. - Isaiah 40:8

