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Beloved Family,
May is when we find ourselves celebrating Mother’s Day. For some, this is a
day full of joy and flowers and brunches with loved ones. For others, this is a
day when they are reminded of loss or of what never was. For many, including
me, this is a day of both happiness and sadness. I hope, as a church
community, we can learn to celebrate with those who are happy, and to be
present with those in pain.
I also hope we can honor the mothering spirit that each one of us possesses.
We all contain this mothering spirit, because we were created in God’s image
(Gen 1:27) and God has many maternal qualities. Although we typically refer to
God as the “father,” the Bible provides several images of God as mother. Isaiah
gives us a God who comforts as a mother (66:13), nurses as a mother (49:15),
and labors as a mother (42:14). Deuteronomy refers to the God who gave birth
(32:18) and Hosea compares God to a protective mother bear guarding her
cubs (13:8). These are but a few of the maternal images we are given
throughout the Old and the New Testament. I share them to remind us that it
is godly to honor the maternal instincts we each possess. Whether male or
female, we have all comforted and nurtured and protected. So let us celebrate
that on Mother’s Day! Let us celebrate a God who chose to give us a way to
care for all of creation around us. Let us celebrate the ways we are mothers to
our children, to our nieces and nephews, to our friends’ children, to the
neighborhood children, to the environment, to the animals we love.
For those of you who practice yoga, you may be familiar with the term
“Namaste,” which essentially means: the divine in me honors the divine in you.
Once when she was very little, Noelle overheard someone say “Namaste” and,
misunderstanding, she turned to me and said, “But it’s not Mama’s Day” yet.
I love that play on words! So let us all say to each other: Mamaste! The
mothering spirit in me recognizes and honors the mothering spirit in you.
With love,
Pastor Rachael
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Worship & Bible Study
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
His cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
His love in death shall never die.
-Hymn #246 Glory to God
The Presbyterian Hymnal

Rejoice that our Savior lives!
There are seven Sundays of Easter
leading up to the day of Pentecost
which falls on June 9. Listed below
are Lectionary passages to reflect
upon each week and a prayer from
the Book of Common Worship to
open our hearts to embrace the
gift of Easter.
May 5, Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:1-6 (7-20); Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19
May 12, Fourth Sunday of Easter & Mother’s Day
Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30
May 19, Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35
May 26, Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67; Revelation 21:10; 21:22-22:5; John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9
PRAYER OF ADORATION
From the Book of Common Worship (Westminster/John Knox Press, 1993, 315)

Glory to you, O God: on this day you won victory over death,
raising Jesus from the grave and giving us eternal life.

Glory to you, O Christ: for us and for our salvation you overcame death
and opened the gate to everlasting life.
Glory to you, O Holy Spirit: you lead us into the truth.
Glory to you, O Blessed Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

Opportunities for Study & Fellowship
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Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:15 a.m.
Moderated by Betty Sneed
Join us on Sunday mornings in the Blue Room as we continue The
Great Courses DVD series on The Old Testament. Discussion will
follow. This class welcomes older children, teens and adults.
Coffee and donuts are available before Sunday School every week in Fellowship Hall.

CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

The Book Club is taking a break
until September.
The next book of discussion will be:
The Woman Who Smashed Codes by Jason Fagone
Stitch in Time and Caritas will not meet

in May. Join us on June 11, at 10 a.m.

Curriculum and materials are provided. For more
info, please see a member of our Christian
Education Committee or contact the church office:
Betty Sneed,
Peggy Hudson,
Donna Amonett,
Carolyn Livesay or Heather Ebert.

HOLY SMOKE!
A Presbyterian Cluster fundraiser for
Habitat for Humanity

Sunday, May 5
Dinner: 5:30-6:30 p.m.

in Fellowship Hall.
HOUSE OF NEIGHBORLY SERVICE’S
SUMMER CELEBRATION
“Deep in the Heart of Texas”
May 16 at 6 pm
Blue Box Bar
Contact Alyssa.Gooch@hns-tx.org | 210-314-2936

There are amazing gift baskets and a
quilt as raffle items. See Connie
Durocher at church or email her
(cdurocher51@gmail.com) to buy your
raffle and/or dinner tickets today!
Raffle tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5

($12 presale/$15 at door/children under 12 are free)
Entertainment begins at 6:45 p.m.
Covenant Presbyterian Church
211 Roleto, San Antonio 78213

See church bulletin
board for raffle items.

Congregational News
SESSION NOTES
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

Session approved the baptism of Juliett Amonett,
daughter of Ashley and Ro Amonett.
Session instructed the Clerk to send a letter to the bank
instructing them to change the signatories on the
Pastor’s discretionary account to be Rachael Huntley and
Jack Henson.
Session approved a motion to renew the copier contract
with Knight Office Solutions.
Session suggested that the Choir be served last during
communion so that they do not have to hold the
sacraments while singing and we can all still take the
sacraments at the same time.
A request to use the parking lot in January of 2020 was
approved subject to stipulations.
Note that Rev. Huntley’s installation service will be held
on May 19 at 4:00 PM. A reception will follow.
Anne Hopkins was appointed to chair the Nominating
Committee. C.A. Aranda was appointed as the second
Session member. Other organizations were asked to
designate additional non-Session members of the
committee.

David Vickers, Clerk of Session

Page 4

FINANCIAL NEW$
The first quarter of 2019 shows that we are about in
the usual place budget-wise. Our income and
expenses are close to projection.
Now is the time to look forward to the annual Garage
Sale. This sale has helped us build reserves over the
years. This past year we dipped into these reserves to
pay for two new air conditioners and support the
search for and moving of our new minister. We need
everyone's help in donating and working to make this
year’s sale a great success to replenish these reserves.
Another financial need: The minister's discretionary
fund is low. This account is designed for the minister
to assist individuals who need financial assistance.
Donations can be with a check marked "minister's
fund" placed in the collection plate.
Many thanks for your support of OHPC.

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer

FELLOWSHIP

LET’S HEAR IT FOR THE CHOIR!

We will not be hosting Fellowship Hour on Mother’s Day,
May 12. All members and friends are encouraged to
spend time with a loved one or someone that would
appreciate or desire a little fellowship. Consider your
mother, grandmother, daughter or that someone you
know that is fine example of being a mother. Please enjoy
Mother’s Day and if you do nothing else, take a moment
to say a prayer of thanks for Mothers everywhere.

Nobody can forget the 1984
chart-topping piece from the
movie Footloose, “Let’s Hear
it for the Boy.” Well, I’d like
to exclaim, “Let’s Hear it for
the Choir!” Throughout Lent,
our singers led us through
repentance, Passiontide, and Palm Sunday with a wide
variety of themes – then culminating with some rousing
Easter anthems. Many have remarked on the quality of
the vocals and the beauty of the music. This result is not
accidental; it occurs due to each chorister’s dedication,
practice, and commitment. OHPC has been duly blessed
over the years by its choral ministries. Next time you
pass a choir member in the narthex or in the hallway, let
them know how much they are appreciated. Let’s Hear it
for the Choir!

Happy Mother’s Day from your OHPC Fellowship Team!

A special thank you to all those that supported the
Easter Breakfast held on Easter Morning. We had
plenty of great dishes provided by our members and
friends, which got many compliments. Even more
impressive—we had 45 members and friends that
stopped by, ate breakfast, and spent some
fellowship time. Thanks to all.

Greg Nussel, Organist and Music Director

Garage Sale News

Page 5

TOP SELLERS for the sale in 2018:
Furniture – the #1 seller. Furniture continually ranks
in the top three of all booths. It is combined outdoors with tools, hardware, garden equipment,
Home Depot type stuff, auto, plus sports equipment:
all sports, bikes, outdoor toys.
• Treasures/better jewelry/pictures - #2 top seller:
antiques, lamps, knick-knacks, paintings, frames. This
booth also highlights silver/gold and antique jewelry.
• #3 Books, CDs, records, DVDs, sheet music, office
supplies, with electronics such as radios, stereos,
speakers, flat screen TVs, cameras, computers
• #4 Housewares: small appliances, dishes, utensils,
pots/pans, holiday items
• #5 Women's Clothing: clothes including shoes
• #6 Accessories: costume jewelry, purses, hair items,
scarves, belts, hats
• #7 Linens: bedding, towels, curtains, pillows,
‘SPARK JOY’…
tablecloths, sewing items, crafts
Marie Kondo, a Japanese decluttering expert, writer and • #8 Children's: toys, games/puzzles, dolls, clothes,
star in the Netflix series, Tidying Up, believes that putting
baby/toddler equipment
things in order will transform your space and allow you to • #9 Men's Clothing
feel more confident. She believes that simplifying and
organizing are the key to a serene life. The goal is to own We have all been benefactors of our past church garage
less and live in a more streamlined environment and this sale monies. The funds have been used as a reserve fund
encourages you to live in the present rather than in the
for emergencies – especially for items not covered by the
past. Her philosophy is to “Discard everything that does annual budget. We are not asking you for cash, but stuff
not spark joy.” She holds an item in her hand and if it
you don’t need any more.
doesn't 'spark joy', she discards it –every piece of
clothing, knick-knack, book, household item. She also
SERVICE…..
'thanks the objects that are getting the heave ho for its
• Help to move items from the
service'. So that's where we come in. We'll take all those
storage trailer/rooms after
items that do not 'spark joy' for you and will 'heave ho'
church on Sunday, May 26.
into someone else's joy.
• Help to sort during the week
from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. anytime.
STUFF THE SHED...
Even a couple of hours would
We need items to sell. Especially needed are quality
help.
items – not overly used or broken items. Any item
• Help to bring donations by
remotely old sells really well as long as it’s in good
Friday morning, May 31.
condition. Start clearing out so your heirs won't have to
• Help to bring food for workers on Saturday, June 1.
do it. We can deal with it all! And we'll help transport it • Help to sell on Saturday, June 1.
if necessary.
• Help to clean up at 3 p.m. on Saturday, June 1.

OHPC 36th Garage Sale Mania
Saturday, June 1, 2019

•

‘SPARK JOY’ AND HEAVE HO!

-Article submitted by LaVunn Mims,
Our amazing Garage Sale Chair

Other News You Can Use
Dear Church Family,
I want to extend my thanks for the
show of appreciation vis-à-vis the
love offering you extended me as I
NOTES... left my official post as Children’s
Church Volunteer. I was
overwhelmed with your generosity and gratitude. My
husband and I are making good use of the offering as we
travel (so far only small trips but soon a bigger one) in
our RV. I hope you know I am not leaving OHPC but
just taking some time away periodically. I will continue
to be part of OHPC and continue to work (play, really)
with the children as often as I am able. And wherever I
am, rest assured that you are in my heart and in my
prayers. I want to especially thank Heather and Eileen
for continuing the Children’s Church program, and I hope
and pray that others of you will stand up and volunteer
for this wonderful ministry. The children help to make
our faith come alive as we see God’s plan unfold for the
future generations of believers. I feel so blessed that I
was called to Children’s Ministry and I thank you for
your support and encouragement.
Yours in Christ,

Jane Smith
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Dear Church Family,
Please accept my grateful thanks for all the
prayers for my son, Geoff Wool and my
great-granddaughter, Ava Lynn Head during
the convalescence of their respective illnesses.
Little Ava is fully recovered and doing very
well. Geoff is back at work and continues to
amaze his friends and family in his
recuperation.
I’m truly blessed to have such a caring church
family. Thank you so very much for your love
and support.
God bless you,

Roberta Betts

Installation Service of
The Rev. Rachael Huntley

Oak Hills Presbyterian Church

Sunday, May 19, 4 p.m.
Join us as we celebrate and make official the
pastoral relationship between OHPC and
Pastor Rachael. All are welcome to attend
this worship service and the light reception
immediately following.

Ron and Idalia Harmon Memorial Scholarship
“Our Christian youth are always a pleasure in our lives. Our educated Christian youth must be the future of America.”
- Idalia A. Harmon 1928-2008
OHPC will again be offering scholarships to undergraduate degree-seeking college students, as well as students
enrolled in vocational or technical programs. The scholarship is not age specific, and young adults as well as
mid-career or older adults are encouraged to apply.
The Idalia Harmon Memorial Scholarship Fund was established by Ron Harmon in memory of his wife, Idalia. When
Ron passed away in 2017, his son Ken, requested the name to be changed to the Ron and Idalia Harmon Memorial
Scholarship Fund. Although the Harmon Family have been primary benefactors to this fund, anyone can contribute
throughout the year. Checks may be made out to OHPC with Harmon Scholarship noted on the memo line.
The Christian Education Committee administers the program and applications are thoroughly evaluated. Church
members, staff, and their families are eligible to apply, and the awards will vary in size based on various
considerations such as available funds, number of applicants, degree or certificate sought, etc. For more information
regarding the Ron and Idalia Harmon Memorial Scholarship Fund, please see Betty Sneed or contact the church
office.
Applications are available in the narthex and the church office. Deadline for applications is June 30, 2019.

May 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

2

7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

6:30 pm Buildings &
Grounds

Fri

Sat

3

4

9

10

11

15

16

17

18

7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

6 pm HNS

22

23

24

25

7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

11 am Music &
Worship

29

30

31

JUNE 1

5

6

7

8

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship
12:15 pm Session
5:30 pm Holy Smoke

6:30 pm Bridge

10 am NARFE

1 pm Card Making
Workshop

12 MOTHER’S DAY

13

7 pm Choir
7 pm AA
14

6:30 pm Bridge
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
19

20

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship
4:00 pm Installation
Service: Rev. Huntley

6:30 pm Bridge

26

27 MEMORIAL DAY

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship
Unload Container

Thu

21

Office Closed
6:30 pm Bridge

28

Deep in the Heart of
Texas

7 pm AA

GARAGE SALE ASSISTANCE NEEDED DAILY THIS WEEK!

Birthday blessings to:

Birthday Offering

5/2 Patty McCurnin
5/4 Geoffrey Gill
5/5 Barbara Clevenstine
5/8 Eilene Brown
5/9 Julia Murphy
5/9 Robert Stull
5/11 Stacey Williams
5/18 Peggy Hudson
5/18 Vanessa O’Keefe
5/19 Frank Schneider
5/21 Haley Ettipio
5/21 Angel Lopez
5/23 Tim O’Keefe
5/24 Marjorie McFarland
5/25 Ann Stull
5/27 JoAnn Strayer
5/29 Edward Payne
5/31 Joan Williams

Our 2nd Quarter birthday offerings will
be dedicated to Habitat for Humanity.
Habitat is an ecumenical Christian
nonprofit housing organization working
in partnership with San Antonio families
in need of affordable homes.

Thank you for making our Birthday
Offering an outpouring of love!

Happy Anniversary!
5/16 Ron & Nancy Wilson
5/17 Russell & Karen Seal
5/20 Ed & Kathleen Payne

To all of our OHPC moms
and grandmothers...

Oak Hills Presbyterian Church
6739 Callaghan Road
San Antonio, Texas 78229

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

210-342-0271
Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com
Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com

Return Service Requested

The grass withers, the flower fades; but the Word of our God will stand forever. - Isaiah 40:8

