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Beloved Family, 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Not everybody likes surprises, but hopefully you’ve been fortunate enough in 
your life to be blessed by a fun surprise or two. It needn’t have been a big, 
grand gesture; perhaps you were surprised that a friend remembered an im-
portant day, or your child once slipped a secret note in your suitcase before you 
left on a work trip, or a day with a lousy forecast became one full of sunshine. 
Whatever it may be, sometimes life’s sweetest moments come when we least 
expect them. 

In that vein, we will be spending the rest of the Easter Season (remember, it’s 7 
weeks long, not just one day!) traveling through the book of Acts and allowing 
ourselves to be surprised along the way. We will see God at work in unexpected 
ways, in unexpected places, with unexpected people. 

As we journey through the surprises of Acts, I encourage you to be open to the 
surprises that cross your path throughout the month of May. Write them down…
with either pen & paper or using the ‘notes’ feature on your smartphone. Every 
Sunday, I will leave space for us to share our surprises during worship, either in 
person or using the comments on Facebook. Hopefully, we will see new ways 
that God is working among us and through us. And if you feel like no surprises 
are happening to you, perhaps that means it’s time for you to become the insti-
gator and surprise someone else!  

Not all surprises are good, of course, but believe that God delights in surprising 
us with small moments of magic that are all around us, if we simply take the 
time to be open to them.  I hope your May is full of such moments. 
 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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Worship & Bible Study P a g e  2 

Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
 

Listed below are Lectionary passages to reflect upon each week throughout the remaining Easter season. 
 

May 1, Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 9:1-6 (7-20)                      On the road to Damascus, Saul sees a blinding light and is converted. 

Psalm 30                                                                O Lord, you brought me up from the grave; my soul praises you. 

Revelation 5:11-14                                  The choirs of heaven sing:  Worthy is the Lamb that was slain! Amen! 

John 21:1-19                                                 A miraculous catch of fish; Jesus tells Simon Peter:  Feed my sheep.      
 

May 8 , Fourth Sunday of Easter & Mother’s Day 

Acts 9: 36-43                                                  Peter raises Tabitha from the dead; many believe in the Lord. 

Psalm 23                                                                         The Lord is my shepherd, leading, protecting, and feeding me. 

Revelation 7:9-17                                              The redeemed worship at the throne of the Lamb, their shepherd. 

John 10:22-30                          Jesus says:  My sheep hear my voice; I know them and they follow me. 
 

May 15, Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 11:1-18                             Peter has a vision about unclean food; God’s gift of life is for all. 

Psalm 148                                 Praise the Lord, all creation!  God is exalted in heaven and earth. 

Revelation 21:1-6                          A new heaven and earth; a holy city; God’s home is among mortals. 

John 13:31-35                          Jesus  gives a new commandment:  love one another as I love you. 
 

May 22, Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 16:9-15                            Hearing Paul in Macedonia, Lydia and her household are baptized. 

Psalm 67                                   May God be gracious and bless us; let the whole earth praise God.  

Revelation 21:10,                    A vison of the holy city; the river of life flows from God’s throne. 

      22:22-22:5 

John 14:23-29                          Jesus says:  Keep my word; the Spirit will teach you; I give you peace. 

     or John 5:1-9                        At the pool of Beth-zatha in Jerusalem, Jesus heals a paralyzed man. 
 

May 26,  Ascension of the Lord 

Acts 1:1-11                              Forty days after his resurrection, Jesus ascends into heaven. 

Psalm 47                                                                                    Clap, shout, and sing with joy:  the Lord reigns over all the earth. 

Ephesians 1:15-23                   Christ is seated at God’s right Hand, above every earthly power. 

Luke 24:44-53                          Jesus interprets the Scriptures; then he is carried up into heaven. 

May 29,  Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Acts 16:16-34                          Paul and Silas are arrested, but an earthquake destroys the prison.   

Psalm 97                                      The Lord reigns over all the earth; light dawns for the righteous. 

Revelation 22:12-14,              The Lord says:  See I am coming soon. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

     16-17, 20-21 

John 17 :20-26                         Jesus prays that his disciples may be one as he is one with the Father. 
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Opportunities for Study & Fellowship 

We love good books! 
Join us Thursday, May 19, at 11 AM 

The World Played Chess, by Robert Dugoni 
 

In 1979, recent high school graduate Vincent Bianco 

gets an eye-opening education as he gets to know two 

Vietnam vets while working on a construction crew 

before heading off to college.  Those lessons come 

back to him forty years later as his own son prepares to 

leave for college in this emotional novel of breaking 

away, shaping a life, and seeking one’s own destiny. 
 

Book Club goes on hiatus for the summer, but we’ll be back 

in the fall.  Check us out again in August when we will set 

out a new list of eclectic titles for your reading pleasure! 

John Knox Ranch summer camp is 
open for students in second through 
ninth grade.  This is a great oppor-
tunity for our young people to meet 
other youth and grow in their Chris-
tian faith.  Dates and additional information are availa-
ble at https://www.johnknoxranch.org/summer-camp.   

Financial assistance is available through the camp itself 
(An application is available under the registration por-
tal).  The OHPC Christian Education Committee will 
also be able to provide limited scholarship assistance.  
Contact Heather Ebert for more information. 

Ron and Idalia Harmon Memorial 
Scholarship 

“Our Christian youth are always a pleasure in our 
lives.  Our educated Christian youth must be the fu-

ture of America.”  - Idalia A. Harmon 1928-2008 
 

OHPC will again be offering scholarships to degree-
seeking college students, as well as students enrolled 
in vocational or technical programs.  The scholarship 
is not age specific, and young adults as well as mid-
career or older adults are encouraged to apply.   

The Christian Education Committee administers the 
program and applications are thoroughly evaluated.  
Church  members, staff, and their families are eligible 
to apply, and the awards will vary in size based on 
various considerations such as available funds, num-
ber of applicants, degree or certificate sought, etc. 
For more information regarding the Ron and Idalia 
Harmon Memorial Scholarship Fund, please contact 
the church office. 

Applications are available online and in the church 
office.  Deadline for applications is June 7 2021. 

   BIBLE STUDY! 

Join us for our journey of  Apocalyptic Hope 
for Today as we study the enigmatic book of 
Revelation.  This month’s study will focus on 
the judgement that is to befall the empires that 
oppress the world. 

 

May 11 and 25 

5 PM in the library or by Zoom 
 

All are welcome to participate! 

It’s time to elect new Session Members! 

We will elect a nominating committee during 

the May 1 congregational meeting.  If you 

are interested in serving on Session, let one of 

the committee  members know!   

(The Fellowship Committee is plotting 

something special for Mother’s Day…)                                    
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PICKING THE PRELUDE 
 
As many members have discerned, the music at Oak Hills Presbyterian 
Church is selected carefully, from the hymns to the choir anthem.  Ours is a 
liturgical church, and it is important that musical choices are congruent with 
the appointed scripture and themes of the day, generally following the Lectionary used in Catholic 
and many mainline USA Protestant Churches. 
 
Even our preludes and postludes follow this discipline.  My preludes run the gamut from themes on 
popular hymns to full classics, a la J.S. Bach or Alexandre Guilmant.  Most of my preludes are qui-
et, contemplative pieces, rarely boisterous or noisy, and they are designed to set the stage for litur-
gical worship. 
 
The great 19th Century Presbyterian-educated Preacher, the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, considered 
the organ, as the instrument of the church, to have three functions: the opening (prelude), the 
hymns, and the closing voluntary (postlude).  The prelude should act as a curtain behind which: 
 
 “all the world should disappear and be forgotten, and so that care should fall 

behind, and dullness and weariness and sorrow, and all doubts and all fears 
should vanish.”  The organ, “should disperse all secular and worldly impres-
sions, associations, thoughts, and feelings” in order to produce “that state of 
mind out of which comes more easily than from any other, the next stage of 

positive religious feeling.” * 
 
It is hoped that the preludes reflect this aesthetic, and that the music truly as-
sists the faithful in preparing their hearts and minds for worship. If any mem-
ber has a suggestion for a prelude, I would be delighted to receive it. All 
proper suggestions can be accommodated.  Our great symphonic Ballard or-
gan is equipped perfectly to support these objectives.  May God be praised! 
 
Greg Nussel 
Organist and Choirmaster 
 

* Henry Ward Beecher, “Relations of Music to Worship,”  Ch. 5 in Lectures on Preaching, Second 
Series (London: T. Nelson and Sons, 1874), 137-138. 

“NB: Where there is devotional music, 
God, with his Grace, is ever present.”  

 -J.S. Bach, marginal note in his Bible.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=volunteers+needed+for+fellowship+hour+images&view=detailv2&&id=053BFE2CBEA83A443032BDF056CBC93137316D84&selectedIndex=26&ccid=76bNZldL&simid=608049872373746922&thid=JN.N6J3eAEtFLYtu%2f3vKIzfcw
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LET’S GET TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER BETTER 
 

This month, the Membership Committee is highlighting a couple 
who have been long-time members of our congregation- Janice 
and Don Barton.  

The Bartons are both native Texans. Don was born in Dallas, but his family 
moved to Houston when he was in high school. Janice is from the Houston 
area. They met on a blind date and found out that they had attended the same 
high school. Since Don is several years older, they did not know each other 
when they were in school. Janice attended college at North Texas State Uni-
versity, and Don is a graduate of the University of Houston. After dating for a while, Don was transferred to Chicago 
with his job at AT&T (Don worked for “The Telephone Company” his entire career.) He found that he missed Janice 
and proposed to her over the phone. She said “yes” providing he give her a ring. He sent one through the mail- and that 
was that! They were married in Houston the following November and Janice moved to Chicago with Don. She said 
she was unprepared for the freezing weather. The first thing she did when she got to Chicago was to buy warm clothes. 
The Bartons will be celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary this year. 

The Bartons have three children. The oldest, Julia was born in Chicago. Benton, their middle child was born in Dallas. 
(Janice got homesick after living in Chicago for 4 years, so Don transferred back to Texas). Their third child, Andrew 
was born in Austin. The Bartons moved to San Antonio and the family joined Oak Hills Presbyterian Church in 1976. 
Janice grew up in the Baptist Church, but Don is a life-long Presbyterian. 

The Bartons have been active members of OHPC and have worked on most of the committees over the years. Both 
have served as Elders on the Session numerous times. And as most of us know, they are now members of the choir. 

Don and Janice have many interests. Janice worked as a tour guide in San Antonio for many years. She plays tennis 
several times a week and loves to play Bridge. Don is an artist and loves to paint and make stained-glass pieces. He is 
a golfer, and has been involved with the Boerne Community Theater, both as an actor and director for many years. 
Both love to travel. Their greatest joy however is their seven grandchildren-six girls and one boy, ranging in age    
from 14-28. 

Oak Hills is blessed to have such wonderful, faithful members! 

We are heading into our last month of the 
school year at the International School of San 
Antonio! We will wrap up the school year with 
an end-of-year performance on May 27. The 
children will perform songs, poems and skits 
in French, Mandarin Chinese and Spanish. 
Our current theme is "exploring the world" 
and the kids are learning about different cul-
tures and countries from around the world. 
We have also planted more plants in our gar-
den beds and are working on keeping our new 
plants happy!   

ISSA 
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Stitch In Time  

 

I want to thank these wonderful ladies again, for out-doing 
themselves by knitting beautiful scarves and hats for the 
homeless. Joan Williams, Betty Kleitches and Debra  
Kleitches, you are my heroes!  What a fine job you continue 
to do for those in need.  

God Bless you all for all the hours and 
love you put into making these wonder-
ful gifts for our San Antonio homeless.  
 

Sincerely, 

Michael Jenson  

Even after more than 300 
hours of sweat-equity, 
Alex and Emery are 
ready to pitch in to aid 
with the construction of 
additional neighborhood 
homes!  18 homes were 
dedicated on April 9.  
While one part of the 
community consists of 
owner-occupied homes, 
additional homes are un-
der construction. 

The Rancho Carlota subdivision is being built on land that was once part of the Rodriguez-Hernandez Mexican 
Land Grant dating back to the 1700’s.  In addition to 300 hours of sweat-equity, applicants attend 17 classes in 
home ownership and make monthly house payments for 20-25 years.  The Presbyterian Cluster is already collecting 
donations for their next build.  See Connie Durocher to find out how to contribute to this amazing project.  

Dedication Day at Rancho Carlota.  

Melissa, Emery, and Alex pose with the Presbyterian 
Cluster crew that helped them build their new home.   

(Connie Durocher, OHPC, standing third from left) 

We have been collecting 
baby items for the Refugee 
Services of Texas to dis-
tribute to asylum seekers.  
Their caseload has grown 
tremendously with an in-
flux of Ukranians since the 
US began accepting war 
refugees from that country. 
They continue to work with 
Afghan refugees as well. 



Spring Clean-up 

. . . until it was finally 
done— 

. . . weeding and 
painting. . . There was raking and edging . . . 

. . . more raking . . .  

—just in time for Holy 
Week activities! 

and bagging . . . 
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A special thank you to those of you who assisted in the B&G Workday 
on April 9th.  The focus was on maintaining the shrubbery around the 

church, the leaves that continue to fall from the trees, and the flower 
beds.  A great group showed up on Saturday morning and did a great 
job.  They also appeared to have had a good time just being together in 

the outdoors and sharing lunch.  There were others that could not make 
it on Saturday but came by during the week and worked. 



Congregational News 

The church library is not quite the Upper Room, but it was an intimate setting for 
the 13 people who met to commemorate Jesus’ great commandment:  Love one an-
other as I have loved you.  After a fried chicken/potluck dinner, Pastor Rachael led 
eight OHPC members and four visitors in a Service of Daily Prayer that included a 
Lectio Divina meditation on John 13:31-35 complimented with music by Greg.   

The Good Friday service on the following day encouraged 18 worshippers to meditate 
on Jesus’ journey and its effects on us through the Stations of the Cross.  Leaving in 
silence, they placed nails in the black-draped cross to signify their own sins. 

Holy Week Activities 

SESSION NOTES 
 The Christian Ed Committee is accepting applications 

for the Ron and Idalia Harmon Scholarship and for 
John Knox Ranch summer camp.   

 Nancy Redd and C.A. Aranda will serve as Session 
members on the nominating committee, with Nancy 
as chair.  Pastor Rachael will recruit additional 
members from the congregation.  The committee 
will be approved at a Congregational Meeting on 
May 1. 

 Pew separators will be removed after Easter.  

 May meeting will be moved to May 15 
to avoid Mother’s Day. 

 

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session        

FINANCIAL NEW$ 
This month we had to replace the lawn tractor as well 
as trim and remove several trees as a safety measure.   
All of this affects the reserves that will have to be used 
to cover these expenses.  Any help with these expendi-
tures will be appreciated. 

 Many thanks for your continued 
support of OHPC.  

 P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 
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Egg Hunt Fun! 

Hoola hoopla! 

Bunny hugs 
are the best! 

Don’t drop 
that egg! 

Look what I found! 

Bingo!  
Sack race mania... 
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Holy Week—Easter Morning 

Our Easter celebration 

began with breakfast—a 

wonderful assortment of 

casseroles, fruit, tacos, 

and even a  Camaroonian 

treat! 

Thirty-five members 

and guests enjoyed 

the spread before 

worship, and ten 

more took plates 

home afterward.   

OHPC folks do 

love to eat! 
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In the sanctuary, 

we filled the      

triumphant cross 

with flowers, 

Our Easter Celebration Continues 

heard the        

resurrection 

story, 

and celebrated 

Communion. 

Behold—He is risen, 

as He said! 
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Is this the right          
committee for you? 

Are you… 
 ...good at comparison shopping for 

the best deals on items like lawn 
mowers and A/C units? 

 ...someone who values having a 
beautiful worship space? 

 ...good at working to find mutually 
beneficial solutions, as needed when 
we partner with those who share our 
space? 

 ...handy around the house? 

 ...someone who likes to see tangible 
results from their hard work? 

What We Do 
We are in charge of keeping our facilities 
and grounds running smoothly and looking 
beautiful.  We do hands-on work as well 
as hire professionals when needed.  We 
also coordinate the leases for those who 
rent from us, and work to maintain positive 
relationships with all who share our space. 

OHPC Committee Spotlight 

Chair:  Robert Stull 

Members:  C.A. Aranada, Connie 
Durocher, Rob Ebert 

What We Do 
We welcome visitors and new members into 
the life of the church, and we encourage   
connection by: 

 Identifying visitors and helping them feel 
comfortable 

 Assembling & distributing welcome bags 

 Co-hosting events like the Easter Egg Hunt 
and Trunk or Treat 

 Coordinating production of the church di-
rectory 

 Highlighting members by writing Oak 
Branch articles 

Is this the right     
committee for you? 

Do you… 
 ...enjoy making people feel at home in 

our church? 

 ...love getting to know people? 

 ...like to socialize and have fun? 

 ...have ideas about what would make 
people feel welcome in our church? 

Chair:  Nancy Redd 

Members:  C.C. Aranda. Dick Elliott, 
Sandra Murray, Hannah Young 

If you would like to learn more about either of these committee, speak with one of its 
members or reach out to Pastor Rachael, and she will get you connected! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  10:30 am Worship 

11:30  am 

Congregational 

Meeting 
 

4-6 pm Guide Dogs 

2 3 4    

 

7 pm   Choir 
7 pm   AA 

5 12:30  pm  Bridge 6 7 

1-3 pm Girl Scouts 

 

8  10:30 am Worship 
 

 

  
 

MOTHER’S DAY 

9 

 

10 

 

 

11     5 pm  Bible study                     

 

 

7 pm  Choir 

7 pm   AA               

12  12:30  pm  Bridge 13        14 

 

15  10:30 am Worship 

 

4-6 pm Guide Dogs 

 
 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

7 pm  Choir 
7 pm   AA 

19 11 am Book Club 

 
 

12:45 pm Bridge 

20 

 

21 

1-3 pm Girl Scouts 

 

22  10:30 am Worship 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25   5 pm Bible study 

 

 

7 pm  Choir 

7 pm   AA 

26 

12:30  pm  Bridge 

27   

ISSA End-of-year 
performance 

28 

 

29 10:30 am Worship 

 

30 

 

31  

 

    

       

May 2022 

Birthday blessings to: 
 

5/2   Rosalie Buente 
5/2   Patty McCurnin 
5/5   Barbara Clevenstine  
5/8   Eilene Brown 
5/9   Robert Stull 
5/11   Stacey Williams 
5/18  Peggy Hudson 
5/18  Vanessa O’Keefe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
5/21  Geraldine Besecker 
5/21  Jerry Lopez 
5/23 Tim O’Keefe 
5/24 Marjorie McFarland 
5/25 Ann Stull 
5/27 JoAnn Strayer 
5/29 Edward Payne 
5/31  Joan Williams 

 
 

 

 

 

 

to all of our  

OHPC mothers 

and grandmothers! 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

5/16  Ron & Nancy Wilson     

5/20 Ed & Kathleen Payne 

5/29 Jeff & Susy Hallquist 



Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 Return Service Requested 

 

 

The grass withers, the flower fades; but the Word of our God will stand forever.  - Isaiah 40:8 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 


