
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y   

Beloved Family, 

As I prepared to write this newsletter, it occurred me that the March letter from last year was the 
last newsletter I wrote before the pandemic hit. I went back and read it because I was curious to 
see what I had said before the whole world turned upside down. Turns out that I had centered my 
piece around a blessing; you all know how much I love blessings. I’ve decided to reprint it, with 
some guided questions posted throughout. I invite you to read over this blessing, and reflect on 
your experiences.  

 

Beloved Is Where We Begin 
 

If you would enter into the wilderness, 
do not begin without a blessing.  

(How has this past year been the wilderness for you?) 
 

Do not leave without hearing who you are: 
Beloved, named by the One who has traveled this path before you. 

(In what ways did Jesus travel a wilderness path before you?) 
 

Do not go without letting it echo in your ears, 
and if you find it is hard to let it into your heart, do not despair. 

That is what the journey is for. 
(In what ways have you resisted feeling loved this year?) 

 

I cannot promise this blessing will free you from danger, 
from fear, from hunger or thirst, 

from the scorching of sun or the fall of the night. 
(What have been your specific hardships?) 

 

But I can tell you that on this path there will be help. 
I can tell you that on this way there will be rest. 
(Where/how/with whom have you felt solace?) 

 

I can tell you that you will know 
the strange graces that come to our aid only on a road such as this, 

that fly to meet us bearing comfort and strength, 
that come alongside us 

for no other cause than to lean themselves toward our ear 
and with their curious insistence whisper our name: 

Beloved. Beloved. Beloved. 
(What have been your unexpected blessings? How have you loved and been loved?) 

-Jan Richardson from Circle of Grace 

 

As always, feel free to share with me any thoughts or reflections you may have; I would love to 

hear them. I pray that blessings abound for each of you, and I look forward to seeing you in   

person (the session is working hard to determine the right time to return; it will be soon!!!) 

 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
 

Our spiritual journey this month takes us through the solemnity of Lent and into the 
joy of Palm Sunday.  Yet we know Palm Sunday is only the prelude to the sadness  
and devastation of Good Friday and Jesus’ crucifixion later in the week. 

 

Bible passages are listed for your reflection each week. 

 

March 7    Third Sunday of Lent 

Exodus 20:1-17  On Mount Sinai, God gives the Ten Commandments to Moses. 

Psalm 19       The law of the Lord is perfect; God’s commandments are clear.  

1 Corinthians 1:18-25  The message of the cross reveals God’s wisdom and strength. 

John 2:13-22      Before Passover, Jesus chases the money changers out of the temple. 
 

March 14  Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Numbers 21:4-9  God instructs Moses to use a bronze serpent to save the people. 

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 Give thanks to the Lord, who forgives, heals, and delivers us.  

Ephesians 2:1-10  By the gift of God’s grace we are saved through faith. 

John 3:14-21  Like Moses’ serpent, Jesus will be lifted up as a sign of salvation. 

 

March 21       Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Jeremiah 31:31-34  God says:  I will make a new covenant, writing my law in your heart. 

Psalm 51;1-12  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new spirit within me. 

  or  Psalm 119:9-16 I seek you, O Lord, with my whole heart; I treasure your word. 

Hebrews 5: 5-10 Jesus Christ, our high priest, is the source of eternal salvation. 

John 12:20-33  Jesus says:  Now I will be glorified; I will die and be lifted up. 
 

March 28  Palm Sunday 

Liturgy of the Palms 

Mark 11:1-11  Jesus enters Jerusalem on a donkey; the people should:  Hosanna! 

   or John 12:12-16 Waving palm branches, a great crowd greets Jesus in Jerusalem. 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Liturgy of the Passion 

Isaiah 50:4-9a  The Lord God helps me; who will declare me guilty?  

Psalm 31:9-16  Be gracious, Lord; my enemies assail me; my life is in your hand.  

Philippians 2:5-11 Seek the mind of Christ, who was humble, but exalted by God. 

Mark 14:1—15:47 After the Passover meal, Jesus is betrayed, tried, and crucified. 

   or Mark 15:1-39 (40-47)  [abbreviated reading] Jesus is tried and crucified. 
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Opportunities for Study & Fellowship 

.   

 

We love good books!  

Join us on Zoom at 11 AM on March 4 as we discuss 

Deacon King Kong, by James McBride.  Deacon Cuffy 

Lambkin may have been a walking dead man after 

shooting a local drug dealer right in front of everyone, 

but he certainly affected a multitude of lives in the 

aftermath. 
 

On April 1, we will delve into The  7 1/2  Deaths of  

Evelyn Hardcastle.  This murder mystery by Stuart  

Turton  has the main character waking up each day in 

a different body as he relives that fateful day, trying to 

stop the murder from happening once again. 
  

American Dirt, by Jeanine Cummins will be the         

featured book for May 6. 

Lenten Reflections 
In keeping with COVID protocols, Pastor Rachael 

is offering a series of reflections on the Psalms.  If 

there is a volunteer to lead the discussion, the 

group can meet by Zoom.  If not, individuals can 

still incorporate the discussion questions in their 

own Lenten ritual.  If you are willing to facilitate 

the discussion, contact the church office for more 

information. 

Into the Light:  Finding Hope in 
Songs of Lament 

As we study songs of lament, both Biblical and 

contemporary, our study group develops        

laments of our own.  A recent lesson focused on 
group lament, and the group wishes to share 

with you this lament we created: 

 

A Lament for the Pandemic 
 

Compassionate God, Hear our Prayer. 
 

We are so afraid and anxious in this era of 
COVID. 
 

We have been separated and isolated for so 
long. 
 

So many of our loved ones and countrymen 
have suffered and continue to suffer         
long-term effects, and many have died. 
 

We have all suffered mentally. 
 

May the vaccines protect us from sickness. 
 

Rid us of our masks. 
 

Release us from our fear. 
 

Grant us strength to hope in a better future. 
 

Lord, we know that you are with us even when 
we are separated one from another, and that 
you will bring us through this challenge. 
 

In your glorious name, this we pray! 
 

 

The Bible study group meets 

the first and third Wednesday 

each month through May, 

from 6-7 pm. If you are     
interested you can still join.  

Please contact Donna 

Amonett at 210-467-5051 or 

the church office.      
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FINANCIAL NEW$ 
 

Year-to-date 2021, income and expenses are running as 
expected.  We are busy getting our budget into the 
computer.  In January we completed the 2020 bills and 
records to prepare for the annual audit. Our records are 
audited each year by two members of the 
Interpretation & Stewardship Committee in accordance 
with the Book of Order to ensure that everything is 
accurate.  With the excess from 2020, we were able to 
put a fair amount into reserves for the future.  To help 
our counters, put your assigned envelope number on 
the offering envelope or on your check whenever you 
make a contribution.  We appreciate all who contribute 
to OHPC. 

 

 

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

 

SESSION NOTES 
 

 

• Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services was 
most grateful for Christmas gifts donated to their 
children. 

• Our Little Hopes and Dreams Daycare closed as of 
January 31. 

• Buildings and Grounds will be updating the            
inventory in preparation for renewal of the church’s 
property tax-exemption. 

• Membership will be hosting a virtual diaper shower 
for Mikel-Perry Bach.   

• In lieu of Lenten services, Pastor Rachael will provide 
the congregation with details for an upcoming     
Lenten study. 

 

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

Mikel-Perry Bach 

made his appearance November 20, 2020! 

He joins big sister Mia-Paris and his parents Elvis and    
Sylvie.  We congratulate the family and welcome him to 
the congregation of Oak Hills Presbyterian Church.  He 

is  super-cute and looks ready to take on the world! 

The Oak Hills Membership Committee is 
hosting a belated “virtual” baby shower for 
the Baches and little Mikel-Perry.  Gifts can 
be deposited in the box in Fellowship Hall 

by March 22.  He needs size 2 (and up)    
diapers and will soon be wearing 9-12 
month-old clothing.  (He is growing so 
quickly!) Gift cards to Target, ROSS, 
Walmart, and Burlington will also be    

helpful. 
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This month, the Membership Committee is highlighting another new family 

to OHPC, Elvis and Sylvie Bache 

  Sylvie and Elvis Bache and their daughter Mia-Paris have 

been members of OHPC for about a year.  There was a new 
member added to their family in November, a baby boy, 
Mikel-Perry. 

The Baches met in high school in Cameroon where they 
grew up. They moved to the US in 2013. Elvis joined the 
US Army which necessitated that the family move quite  
often. They lived in several places across the nation includ-
ing San Jose, California, Maryland and Killeen, TX. 

Currently Elvis is a student at the University of the          
Incarnate Word, working on a Masters degree in Health  
Administration. Sylvie is a full-time mom. 

They both have family in Cameroon, but since the          
pandemic began, they have been unable to visit them. 

When asked how they were introduced to Oak Hills, Elvis 
said that they were members of a church in Killeen and 
were looking for something like that in San Antonio. They 
were friends with Shantal Moto, so she invited them to  
worship with us. 

This busy family does not have a lot of leisure time but   
enjoy visiting with friends and traveling. Unfortunately, this 
has been limited during the past year. 

The Membership Committee invites you to participate in 
our “virtual” baby shower.  Details are listed on the        
previous page. 

OHPC in Mission 

Due to the recent devastating snow storm, many people in 
our area left with broken pipes are in need of drinkable  
water. Pastor Rachael and Donna Amonett, along with  
other community volunteers, helped load packages of    
bottled water into vehicles at the Leon Valley Community 
Center.  What a blessing to be able to assist the grateful 
people who were in need! 

Ken Maynard is grateful for all the 
prayers offered by OHPC for his 

friend Ken as he battled COVID.  He 
is slowly recovering, but a return to 

full health will take time.   
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Music in the Season of Lent 
 
On Ash Wednesday, we began the Season of Lent, which continues 
for 40 days and six Sundays prior to Easter.  Lent is a period of      
discipline associated with discipline, reflection, and abstinence in   
imitation of Christ’s self-denial, in preparation for the grand and holy 
Easter celebration. 
 
Attentive listeners will notice subtle changes in the music.  Preludes 
and postludes are more somber, many played in minor keys.  Hymns 
are less festive and more often meditative.  Music texts offer more 
atonement than celebration.  Truly, we are in a period of sobriety and 
seriousness, not celebrational, all part of the Lenten paradigm. 
 

These musical traditions are observed in all Catholic,       
Orthodox, and Anglican denominations and most mainline 
Protestant Churches.  Some of the “higher churches” move 
up the seriousness of Lent a notch or two. Cathedral   
churches in the Catholic, Orthodox, and Anglican traditions 
may eschew all extra music, eliminating preludes and    
postludes so that the faithful may arrive and depart in       
silence.  These congregations strictly adhere to a            
minimalistic music concept. 
 
From 2006 to 2013, I played for two Episcopal Churches in 
New Orleans with very spartan Lenten music traditions.  
“What do I do with my delightfully somber Lenten music 
repertoire I’ve polished over the years?” I inquired of the 
Rector.  “Oh my, the high priest replied, why don’t you save 
them and get a job with a Presbyterian Church that will   
enjoy hearing them!” 
 
By the grace of God, that is exactly what ensued!  May you 
be ever blessed in your Lenten discipline.  

 

Greg Nussel 
Organist and Choirmaster 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=volunteers+needed+for+fellowship+hour+images&view=detailv2&&id=053BFE2CBEA83A443032BDF056CBC93137316D84&selectedIndex=26&ccid=76bNZldL&simid=608049872373746922&thid=JN.N6J3eAEtFLYtu%2f3vKIzfcw
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While adults worried about heat and water and food, the younger generation were having the 
time of their lives in two unusual San Antonio snowfalls.   

Snow angels 

are great fun 

for Skyler 

Kayitare  

and Zakari 

Njifouota. 

And what Winter  

Wonderland would be 

complete without a 

snowman?  Juliett 

Amonett and her dad 

created this one. 

“What is all this 

white stuff and 

what happened to 

my grass? “ Juliet 

Lopez wants to 

know. 

Look, Mama—

a snowball!   

Malik  

Njifouota   

certainly has 

a handful! Oh no!  

Is this one      

snowball fight 

that got out of 

hand?  Looks as 

though Jose Lopez 

downed his   

brother Jerry! 
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. . .while  Disney and Dragon supervise Delilah 

Huntley, Emerson Francis, Noelle Huntley and 

Easton Clifton as they gather snow to make water! 

.Juliett waters the snow. . . 

Oh what fun! 

Kyler (left), Kyle 

and  Skyler 

Kayitare show off 

their snow boots. 

Even the big 

kids—

Mayra and 

Kiko 

Lopez—get  

into the 

act! 

(Left) Zakari 

seems to be 

enjoying the 

snow, but 

brother Malik 

doesn’t look so 

thrilled. 



March 2021 

Birthday blessings to: 
 

3/1     Connie Durocher 

3/3    Bob Goad 

3/5    Nancy Wilson 

3/8    Jeanne Dechert 

3/9    Emily Ebert 

3/16   Kimberly Oei  

3/16   Alix Wilson 

3/17   Mac-Elroy Fru 

3/23  Sylvie Bache 

3/28  Venessa Mabo Ngwam-

bo 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

 
3/26 Armando & Mayra Lopez 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

1 2 

 

3  

1 PM Fellowship 

 

                 6 PM 

                  Bible study 

4 

 

 

11 AM  Book Club 

5 6 

 

7  

10:30 AM Worship 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

1 PM Fellowship 

11 

 

12 

 

13 Time Change! 

 

14      

10:30 AM Worship 
 

 

15 

 

16  

 

17 1 PM  

Fellowship 

                  

                 6 PM 

                 Bible study 

18 

 

19 

 

20    It’s Spring!    

 

21  

10:30 AM Worship 

11.30 AM  Session 

 

22  Diaper shower 
gifts due 

 

23 

 

24 

1 PM Fellowship 

 

25 26 

 

27 

 

28  Palm Sunday 

10:30 AM Worship 

 

29 30 31 

1 PM Fellowship 

   



Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

 I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.   

Isaiah 43:19 


