
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y   

Beloved Family, 
During the Ash Wednesday service, we meditated on Matthew 6, where Jesus tells us that we 
are to faithfully practice prayer, almsgiving, and fasting. We begin Lent this way as a reminder 
to get back to basics and to strip away all that is distracting us and disconnecting us from God. 
In the spirit of pruning away excess, my newsletter this month is a simple Lenten blessing. If 
you have noticed that I begin every newsletter with “Beloved,” and conclude every Sunday  
benediction with “beloved,” you will see why I was drawn to this particular blessing. 
 

Beloved Is Where We Begin 
 

If you would enter into the wilderness,  
do not begin without a blessing. 

 

Do not leave without hearing who you are:  
Beloved, named by the One who has traveled this path before you. 

 

Do not go without letting it echo in your ears,  
and if you find it is hard to let it into your heart, do not despair.  

That is what the journey is for. 
 

I cannot promise this blessing will free you from danger,  
from fear, from hunger or thirst, 

from the scorching of sun or the fall of the night. 
 

But I can tell you that on this path there will be help. 
I can tell you that on this way there will be rest. 

 

I can tell you that you will know  
the strange graces that come to our aid only on a road such as this,  

that fly to meet us bearing comfort and strength,  
that come alongside us  

for no other cause than to lean themselves toward our ear  
and with their curious insistence whisper our name: 

Beloved. 
Beloved. 
Beloved. 

-Jan Richardson from Circle of Grace 
 

I pray that your Lenten journey is filled with revelation that leads to transformation.  
 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 
 

Bible passages are listed for your reflection each week. 
 

March 1 

Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–7  The man and woman disobey God, 
eating forbidden fruit.    

Psalm 32  My sin tormented me; but when I confessed, God 
forgave me.  

Romans 5:12–19  Sin and death came from Adam; grace and 
life come from Christ.  

Matthew 4:1–11  Jesus spends forty days in the wilderness 
and is tested by the devil. 

March 8 

Genesis 12:1–4a  The Lord says to Abram: I will make you a 
blessing to the nations.  

Psalm 121  My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven 
and earth.  

Romans 4:1–5, 13–17  Consider Abraham; the promise of God depends on faith.  

John 3:1–17  Those who seek God’s kingdom must be born of water and Spirit.   

Matthew 17:1–9  On a high mountain with Moses and Elijah, Jesus is transfigured. 
 

March 15 

Exodus 17:1–7  The people thirst and quarrel; God gives them water from a rock.   

Psalm 95  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, the rock of our salvation.  

Romans 5:1–11  Justified by faith, we have peace with God through Jesus Christ.  

John 4:5–42  Jesus offers living water to a Samaritan woman at the well. 
 

March 22 

1 Samuel 16:1–13  Samuel anoints David, the youngest son of Jesse, to be king.  

Psalm 23  The Lord is my shepherd; I will live in the house of God always.  

Ephesians 5:8–14  Live as children of light; awake and rise, Christ will shine on you.  

John 9:1–41  Jesus heals a man born blind; the Pharisees question him about sin. 
 

March 29 

Ezekiel 37:1–14  In a valley of dry bones, Ezekiel has a vision of hope for Israel.  

Psalm 130  Out of the depths I cry; the Lord has power to forgive and redeem.  

Romans 8:6–11  Set your mind on the Spirit, not the flesh; God will give you life.  

John 11:1–45  Jesus, the resurrection and the life, raises Lazarus from the dead. 
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Opportunities for Study & Fellowship 

 

.   

 

STITCH IN TIME 

There will be no Stitch In Time this month, we will 

resume in April. If you know someone who might 

enjoy the fellowship, invite them along for the 

next get together. For more information, please 

call:  Bette Kleitches at 210-558-1342 or Joan   

Williams at 210-349-2916. 

 

CARITAS 

The OHPC Caritas team seeks to share Christ’s 
love by visiting and sending cards to our members 
who are homebound, sick, or facing a painful life 
transition.  We will sign cards at this meeting on 

Tuesday, March 10, at 11 a.m.   

Book Club  

We love good books! We meet in the Blue Room on the 

2nd Tuesday of the month at 11:15 a.m. Join us and 

bring a friend!  

March 10  Short Nights of the Shadow Catcher 

By Timothy Egan 

 

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY! 

Love Carved in Stone, the Horizons Bible 

study of the Ten Commandments meets the 

first and third Wednesday each month through 

May, from 6-7 pm. Study guides will be      

provided. If you are interested and have not 
already done so, please contact Donna 

Amonett at 210-467-5051 or the office.   

All are welcome to participate! 

 

   Let’s Sing! 
 

 Join us on the last Sunday of every 
month during our  fellowship hour when 

we will have the opportunity to learn 
some worship songs from our              

Cameroonian community at OHPC. 
These songs will then be incorporated   

into worship the following month. This 
will be a  wonderful opportunity for us all 

to learn and grow together! 

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:15 a.m. 
 

We are viewing the Great Courses DVD series, Great Figures of the New Testament. Through these 
lectures, you will not only probe the content of the biblical books, but you will also explore        
debates over their meaning, the historical and cultural situations they reflect and address, and the 
critical methods by which they have been interpreted. Discussion will follow. 
 

Please note this class welcomes older children, teens and adults.                                                            
You are never too young or too old to learn! 

 

Coffee and donuts are available before Sunday School every week in Fellowship Hall.  

Stop by, get a cup, and say hello! 
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FINANCIAL NEW$ 
 
Year-to-date 2020, income and expenses are running as 
expected . We are busy getting our budget into the 
computer. In January we completed the 2019 bills and 
records to prepare for the annual audit. Our records are 
audited each year by two members of the I & S 
Committee in accordance with the Book of Order to 
ensure that everything is accurate.  One way you can 
help our counters is to put your assigned envelope 
number on the offering envelope or on your check 
whenever you make a contribution.  Many thanks to all 
who contribute to OHPC. 

 

 

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

 

 

SESSION NOTES 
 

 

• Bexar County Family Services has been delighted 
with the use of our kitchen to teach cooking skills to 
young people aging out of foster care. 

• The Session accepted the gift of a piano for the choir 
room from Vanessa Nussel. 

• The membership committee hopes to have the new 
directory ready for distribution in March. 

• A congregational meeting to vote on a nominating 
committee is scheduled for March 29. 

• Other Dates to remember: 
 *April 9th- Maundy Thursday service at 6:00 pm  
  beginning with a light meal 
 *April 10th– Good Friday service at noon 
 *April 11th– Easter egg hunt 
 *April 12th– Potluck Easter breakfast at 9:00 am 

 

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

 

FREE MONEY available! 

The Better Together Fund of Mission 
Presbytery has an  annual allocation of 

$24,000 to give to churches within    
Mission Presbytery. The only “catch” is 

really an “opportunity”: You have to  
design a project or event with another 

Presbyterian Church, Worshiping Community, New Church 
Development or Mission Partner of Mission  Presbytery. 

 

The project does not need to be complex. It can be as simple 
as a joint Vacation Bible School and the churches apply to 

the Better Together Fund to buy the curriculum.  

 

Here are a few other ideas: 

• Bring in a guest speaker. 

• Hold a regional rally with a pot-luck, storytelling, a battle 
of the praise bands, and rent a “Dunk the Preacher” 

booth. 

• Combine several smaller youth groups for a weekend   
retreat at John Knox Ranch. 

• Recruit a multi-church work crew to build handicap 
ramps for older members of the churches. 

 

The application deadline is April 15. See Pastor Rachael if 
you have any ideas or suggestions! 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

If you are able to help shape the 
faith of our children, we ask that 

you sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board in the   
hallway. We  provide all  curriculum and materials. It's a 

fun and  rewarding job; our children enjoy it so much 
that we have several who regularly make sure their  
parents will be bringing them to church! For more     

information, please see Pastor Rachael or Heather 
Ebert. 
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This month, the Membership Committee is highlighting another new family 

to OHPC, Cannon and Amy Clifton. 

 Amy and Cannon have lived in the San Antonio area for about 18 years. Cannon is the 
younger of Pastor Rachael’s 2 brothers.  They have 2 children, Greyson, who is in the 

4th grade and Easton, in 1st grade. 

Amy and Cannon have been married for 23 years. They met in high school in the      
Houston area. Cannon went to college to become a chemical engineer, but changed 

his career path, and followed his older brother Bryan into medicine.  He now works as 
an anesthesiologist in San Antonio. Amy also changed careers. She initially planned to 

go into education, but now runs a local Real Estate business. 

Despite busy schedules, the Cliftons spend as much time as possible with their         
extended family. Amy’s parents, Jeff and Susy Halquist have recently become Oak Hills 
members. Cannon’s parents are currently moving to San Antonio as well, so  happily, 

the children will have both sets of grandparents nearby. 

The family enjoys outdoor activities, including golf and boating. They also love to  
travel. 

Welcome Cliftons! 
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Dear Church Family,  

Thank you for all your prayers and 
cards during my recent                 

convalescence.  

 

With Love,  

Julie Schneider 

Food Items Needed! 

The Cristie’s Pantry food items are given to the 
needy who come to the church requesting help.  

Please consider helping us restock on the            
following items: 

 

 

 

 

 Canned Meat & Soups 

 Canned Vegetables & Fruit 

 Dried Beans & Rice 

 Pasta & Pasta Sauce 

Please drop off your donations in the grocery 
cart or drop it by the office. Thank you for your 

support! 

NEW PIANO FOR CHOIR ROOM 

On Valentine’s Day, our music program received a significant boost by the        
donation of a new piano for our choir room.  Our former piano was well worn, 

having been given over 35 years old by the family of Elaine King, OHPC’s first  
musician.  Our new piano is a lightly used Boston studio upright, designed by 

Steinway and Sons, finished in a rich glossy cherry finish.  It was acquired from 
an estate in Bentley Manor, having been initially sold three years ago by the 

Steinway Piano Gallery.  Stop by the choir room after worship sometime to see/hear the resonant, 
full tones of this professional-style instrument.  The inscription on the plaque reads, “Donated 
with love to the dedicated choristers of Oak Hills Presbyterian Church – February 14, 2020 – by 
Vanessa Lambert Nussel. Soli Deo Gloria!”  Thank you, Vanessa, for the generous and beautiful 

donation to advance our music program! 

 
***37th Annual OHPC Garage Sale Mania*** 

 

                 Join our local ‘fun-raising’ adventure taking place Saturday, June 6, 2020!  
 

Yes, it’s almost that time again! This is a great excuse to start cleaning out 
your closets and garages! 

 

Look for further details in the near future! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=volunteers+needed+for+fellowship+hour+images&view=detailv2&&id=053BFE2CBEA83A443032BDF056CBC93137316D84&selectedIndex=26&ccid=76bNZldL&simid=608049872373746922&thid=JN.N6J3eAEtFLYtu%2f3vKIzfcw
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=church+annual+garage+sale+clipart&view=detailv2&&id=A166A970488D946788F0C8684CAFAF80783530BF&selectedIndex=0&ccid=Y2U4OGRk&simid=607986027936941815&thid=OIP.M63653838646408da86f0e780f892b9d8o0


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship & 
Birthday Party 
11:45 am Confirmation Class 

2 
 
6:30 pm Bridge 

3 
 
10 am NARFE 
 

4   
 
7 pm  Choir 
7 pm  AA 

5 
 
6:30 pm Building & 
Grounds 

6 
 

7 
 

8  
 

9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Fellowship 
12:15 pm  Session 

9 
 
6:30 pm Bridge 

10     
 
11 am Caritas 
11:15 a.m. Book Club 
 

11 
 
7 pm  Choir 
7 pm  AA 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 

 

15 
 

9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship 
11:45 am Confirmation 
Class 

16 
 
6:30 pm Bridge 

17 
 

18 
 
6 pm Music & Worship 
7 pm Choir 
7 pm AA 

19 20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship 

23 
6:30 pm Bridge 

24 25 
 
7 pm AA 

26 27 28 
 

29 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship 

30 31     

March 2020 

Birthday blessings to: 
 

3/1     Connie Durocher 

3/2    Carolyn Livesay 

3/3    Bob Goad 

3/5    Nancy Wilson 

3/8    Jeanne Dechert 

3/9    Emily Ebert 

3/10   Doris Dallas 

3/16   Kimberly Oei  

3/16   Alix Wilson 

3/17   Mac-Elroy Fru 

3/23  Syvie Bache 

3/28  Nathan Gill 

3/28  Venessa Mabo     

Ngwambo 
 

 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

3/26 Armando & Mayra Lopez 

Coming next month… 

† Palm Sunday:  April 5 

† Maundy Thursday: April 9 

† Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, 
April 11 

† Easter Sunday Celebration:     
April 12 

 9:15 a.m. Breakfast     
 10:30 a.m. Worship 

 

 
All you need is love.  But a little    

chocolate now and then doesn't hurt.  
-Charles M. Schulz 

 

Pastor Rachael will be out on 
study leave March 17th-24th  



Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

 I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.   

Isaiah 43:19 


