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ASH WEDNESDAY, The Start of Lent
This season of atonement and preparation begins on Ash Wednesday and
continues for 40 days and six Sundays prior to Easter Day. Lent is a period of
discipline but need not exemplify a negative character. As someone has said,
“Lent consists in doing something, not in merely doing without something.”
The genesis of Lent has been associated with a period of discipline, reflection,
and abstinence in imitation of Christ’s self-denial and in preparation for the grand
and holy Easter celebration.
In the annals of Christianity, Lent started as a six-day period in the Third Century.
The earliest recording of a 40-day period was in the Fourth Century, when the
Pope ordered a period of fasting. By the Eighth Century, Ash Wednesday was
instituted at the beginning of Lent. The actual word “Lent” comes from the Old
English lencten, meaning “the lengthening of the days in spring.”
Ash Wednesday gets its name from Old Testament times when “sackcloth and
ashes” were symbols of repentance. In a ritual begun in the Roman Catholic
Church, the priest burns to ashes the palm branches consecrated the previous
year, then marks the foreheads of the kneeling faithful with these words,
“Remember, man, that thou art dust; and unto dust thou shalt return.”
These traditions were undisturbed by the Reformation and continue to be
observed in the Catholic, Orthodox, and many mainline Protestant Churches.
The symbolism, pathos, and drama of the Ash Wednesday ritual remain both
powerful and spiritually meaningful.
We will observe Ash Wednesday at OHPC on March 6, 2019. Come at 12:15 p.m.
for worship and imposition of ashes, beginning the holy season of atonement and
preparation. The time invested in Lent will be worth it when our preparations
conclude on the glorious Easter Day!

Greg Nussel
Organist and Choirmaster
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m.
OHPC welcomes the Rev. Karen Stocks who will lead worship on March 3, Transfiguration Sunday, and
March 6, Ash Wednesday. We are looking forward to the Rev. Rachael Huntley’s first official Sunday as our
pastor, March 10, which also marks the first Sunday of Lent. Listed below are Lectionary passages to reflect
upon each week and an excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship to help prepare our
hearts and minds for the season of Lent, Holy Week and the glory of Easter.

March 3: Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99;
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-36(37-43)
March 10: Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16;
Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13
March 17: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27;
Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35
March 24: Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8;
1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9
March 31: Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 32;
2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
The Paschal mystery
An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship
(Geneva Press, 2003 110-111)
What we hear during Lent is the power and possibility of the paschal mystery, and that the way of the cross, the way to Easter,
is through death. To appropriate the new life that is beyond the power of death means we must die with Christ who was raised
for us. To live for Christ, we must die with him. New life requires a daily surrendering of the old life, letting go of the present
order, so that we may embrace the new humanity. “I die every day!” asserts Paul (1 Corinthians 15:31). Resurrection
necessitates death as a preceding act. The church’s peculiar Lenten claim is that in dying we live, that all who are baptized into
Christ are baptized into his death. To be raised with Christ means one must also die with Christ. In order to embrace the
resurrection, we must experience the passion of Jesus. The way of the cross, the way to Easter, is through death of the “old
self.” In dying, we live.
Therefore, at the beginning of Lent, we are reminded that our possessions, our rulers, our empires, our projects, our families
and even our lives do not last forever. “You are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19). The liturgies throughout Lent
try to pry loose our fingers, one by one, from presumed securities and plunge us into unknown baptismal waters, waters that
turn out to be not only our death tomb but surprisingly our womb of life. Rather than falling back into nothingness, we fall back
on everlasting arms. Death? How can we fear what we have already undergone in baptism?
It is the power of the resurrection on the horizon ahead that draws us into repentance toward the cross and tomb. Through the
intervention of God’s gracious resurrection, lifelong changes in our values and behavior become possible. By turning from the
end of the “old self” in us, Lenten repentance makes it possible for us to affirm joyfully, “Death is no more!” and to aim toward
the landscape of the new age. Faithfully adhering to the Lenten journey of “prayer, fasting and almsgiving” leads to the
destination of Easter.
During the final week, Holy Week, we hear the fullness of Christ’s passion, his death, and resurrection. From Jesus’ triumphal
entry into Jerusalem and on to the Triduum (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday), all of Holy Week focuses on the
passion. As his followers, we travel Christ’s path of servanthood through the Lord’s Supper and the suffering of the cross toward
the glory of Easter, all of which underscores the inseparable link between the death and resurrection of Jesus.

Opportunities for Study & Fellowship
Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:15 a.m.
Our Sunday Morning Bible Study has been placed
on hold due to unforeseen circumstances. Stay
tuned to our Sunday bulletins for updates.

Ash
Wednesday
Service
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STITCH IN TIME
Join us Tuesday, March 12, at 10 a.m. in
Fellowship Hall as we craft various projects for
those in need. If you know someone who might
enjoy the fellowship, invite them along. For more
information, please call: Bette Kleitches at
210-558-1342 or Joan Williams at 210-349-2916.

CARITAS

March 6
12:15 p.m.
Please join us for this special mid-week service led by the
Rev. Karen Stocks as we begin our journey into Lent.

The OHPC Caritas team seeks to share Christ’s
love by visiting and sending cards to our members
who are homebound, sick, or facing a painful life
transition. We will sign cards at this meeting—
Tuesday, March 12, at 11 a.m. Come early and
sign during Stitch in Time if you want.

Book Club

Lunch Bunch Bible Study

We love good books! We meet in the Blue Room on
the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 11:15 a.m. Join us and
bring a friend!

Lunch Bunch resumes Wednesday,
March 13. We are using the LifeGuide
Bible Study, Angels, which will be
provided. Bring your lunch if you want—
this can be a time of physical and spiritual
nourishment!
Questions? See Carolyn Livesay.

March 12
April 9
May 14

The Time It Never Rained by Elmer Kelton
The Black Echo by Michael Connelly
The Woman Who Smashed Codes
by Jason Fagone

Card Making Workshop
taught by Jane Smith
Wednesday, March 20, at 1 p.m.
If you've had a chance to see (or, better yet, receive) any of Jane
Smith's beautiful, handcrafted greeting cards, and you want to learn
how easy and rewarding this craft can be, now's your chance! Please
join us for a "make and take" workshop in Fellowship Hall, where you
can craft one or several greeting cards and take them with you. Or, if
you prefer, donate them to Caritas and we will send them out to our
members who need some cheering up or good wishes. Jane will
provide the supplies and you supply the hands. We hope to have a
good turnout for the workshop, so please sign up on the bulletin board
and let us know you want to come play!

Congregational News
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SESSION NOTES

MEMBERSHIP

•

The Session approved a motion to hold the Garage
Sale again this year with LaVunn Mims as Chair.

MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBER: CONNIE DUROCHER

•

The Session approved a motion to adjust the status
of some members to “Other Participants” based on
changes to the Book of Order and the members’
activities.

David Vickers, Clerk of Session

She is currently retired but worked at Texas Biomedical
Research Institute for over 40 years, both in the lab and
administration.
Connie is single now but has two daughters (one lives in
Dallas and one in San Antonio) and eight grandchildren.

Please watch for our new plastic
nametags that will be available
when our new pastor arrives.
We hope everyone will wear
them each week and remember
to take them off before you go
home.

Connie keeps busy helping out with the grandchildren
and is currently involved in rehabbing her home. She
said she is “comfortable with power tools” and has
helped build several Habitat for Humanity homes in this
area. She loves cats and has been “adopted” by many
of them.

FINANCIAL NEW$
Year-to-date 2019, income and expenses are running as
expected with exception to a significant increase in our
insurance bill. This month, I want to focus on one
particular “asset” we have at Oak Hills: Our team of
counters. These volunteers work in teams of two each
Sunday and are responsible for counting and recording
the Sunday collections and then taking the deposit to
the bank. Our records are audited each year by two
members of the I & S Committee in accordance with the
Book of Order to ensure that everything is accurate.
One way you can help our counters is to put your
assigned envelope number on the offering envelope or
on your check whenever you make a contribution.
Many thanks to:
Rob Ebert
Sherry Haglund
Jack Henson
Carolyn Livesay

Connie was born in Florida to a military family. Her dad
was an Air Force pilot and they moved around quite a
bit when she was young and she has lived in nine US
states, Europe and the Middle East. However, she has
lived in Texas for many years.

Patty McCurnin
Dick Pettit
Nancy Redd
Betty Sneed

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer

Welcome Connie,
to our Oak Hills family!

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
If you are willing to give an
occasional month of Sundays, we ask that you sign
up on the sheet on the bulletin board. You will
only be committing to
teach for one month at a
time. We will provide
curriculum and materials.
For more information,
please see a member of
our Christian Education
Committee: Betty Sneed,
Peggy Hudson,
Donna Amonett, or
Carolyn Livesay.

Lone Star Guide Dog Raisers
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Farewell, Jimbo!
For nearly a year we have enjoyed having
Jimbo as an honorary member of the
choir. Jimbo has been the charge of
Patty McCurnin, who has actively
participated as a trainer of several years for
Guide Dogs for the Blind. Jimbo, a yellow
lab, is now at “puppy college” at the
California GDB campus. During this next
training phase, he will need to accomplish
various behaviors to become a guide dog.
Some of these behaviors include: formal
harness training, overhead clearances,
traffic training and city work with high
traffic and crowded sidewalks, dog
distractions and intelligence disobedience.
Although he has won all of our hearts, we know that his vocation will be helping
someone achieve a much better quality of life. Kudos to both Jimbo and to Patty, for
her selfless work for a most worthy cause. Jimbo will be succeeded by Donato, a
12-month old black lab.

For more information about this amazing group, check out their website:
www.guidedogs.com; for the San Antonio chapter, Lone Star Guide Dog Raisers, look for
their flyer on our bulletin board, or see Patty.

Other News You Can Use
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Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for the prayers, visits, cards
and calls during Bill’s hospitalization and after
his passing. Your kindness, thoughtfulness,
well-wishes and friendship continue to help me
during this difficult time.
Sincerely,
Deloris McDonald

A few notes from our Outreach Chair:
•

I want to thank everyone who has been saving plastic
bottles and plastic grocery bags for CAM. The
gentleman who made our liquid laundry detergent
has retired so we no longer need the plastic
bottles. Keep those grocery bags coming...we can
hardly get enough of them!

•

St. Jude's Ranch for Children is a charity which cares
for abused, abandoned and neglected children. They
have resumed their recycled card program which they
describe as follows: Our Recycled Card Program, an
entrepreneurial teen-run job training program,

36th Annual OHPC Garage Sale Mania
Save the date: Saturday, June 1
Yes, it’s almost that time again! This is a great
excuse to start cleaning out your closets and
garages. Remember our space is limited until
the container comes at the end of April.
Look for further details in next month’s newsletter.

teaches teens critical employment skills so they are
prepared to be productive, wage-earning citizens in
the community when they leave us. Basically they
take your used cards and make new ones out of them
which they then sell. Only the front of the card is
used, so any donated cards must not have writing on
the back of that donated front picture. The only
restrictions is they do not accept Hallmark, Disney or
American Greeting cards. I have saving cards for
months now and am getting ready to send them to
St. Jude's Ranch. If you would like to add to this
collection, take them to the church office in the next
week or two and I will be happy to mail them.

Julie Schneider

Birthday Offering
We have one more month in this quarter for
birthday offering donations to be dedicated to
Christian Assistance Ministry—NW Site.
CAM’S mission is to share the love of Christ by
providing immediate assistance and
encouragement to people in crisis. CAM provides
food, clothing, financial assistance, miscellaneous
items, and referrals to other agencies for clients
who qualify. All individuals are welcome at CAM.
Thank you for making our Birthday Offering an
outpouring of love!

March 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

3

4

5

6 ASH WEDNESDAY

7

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship &
Birthday Party

6:30 pm Bridge

10 am NARFE

12:15 pm Ash
Wednesday Service
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

6:30 pm Building &
Grounds

10 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
TIME BEGINS!

11

12

13

14

15

16

6:30 pm Bridge

10 am Stitch in Time
11 am Caritas
11:15 a.m. Book Club

Noon Lunch Bunch
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

17

18

19

21

22

23

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship

6:30 pm Bridge

20
Noon Lunch Bunch
1 pm Card Making
Workshop
6 pm Music & Worship
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship

6:30 pm Bridge

Welcome Pastor Rachael

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship
12:15 pm Session

Noon Lunch Bunch
7 pm AA

31
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship

Birthday blessings to:
3/1
3/2
3/3
3/5
3/8
3/8
3/9
3/10
3/11
3/16
3/16
3/17
3/28
3/28

Connie Durocher
Carolyn Livesay
Bob Goad
Nancy Wilson
Jeanne Dechert
Kelcie Mantle
Emily Ebert
Doris Dallas
Angela Sherlock
Kimberly Oei Sanders
Alix Wilson
Mac-Elroy Fru
Nathan Gill
Venessa Mabo Ngwambo

Happy Anniversary!
3/26 Armando & Mayra Lopez

All you need is love.
But a little chocolate
now and then doesn't hurt.
-Charles M. Schulz

Coming next month…
†

Palm Sunday: April 14

†

Maundy Thursday: April 18

†

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday,
April 20

†

Easter Sunday Celebration:
April 21 9:15 a.m. Breakfast;
10:30 a.m. Worship

Oak Hills Presbyterian Church
6739 Callaghan Road
San Antonio, Texas 78229

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

210-342-0271
Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com
Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com

Return Service Requested

Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.
Isaiah 43:19

