
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h   
R e v . R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y      

 

Beloved Family, 
 

As many of you have now heard, I will be out on medical leave for most of 

June.  When I first learned this, I admit that I was irritated.  I was certainly   

grateful that it wasn’t more serious, and that the remedy was a routine        

surgery, but I was still irritated.  I felt like I was just getting into the swing of 

things, and now it was all going to be disrupted.  Knowing that many members 

have felt that Oak Hills was finally gaining some momentum after being in a 

holding pattern, I felt guilty that I would be slowing that momentum. 
 

Then I remembered something a mentor once taught me.  It’s a lesson that has 

served me well in many situations, and I thought it might be of use to you, too. 

When faced with a sudden change, an unexpected frustration, a                       

disappointment, ask yourself:  What is now possible?  It’s sort of a twist on the 

old adage:  when one door closes, another one opens.  What can I now say 

“yes” to, because of this “no”?  I’m not advising that we gloss over difficult   

seasons, or ignore feelings of disappointment.  It is healthy to allow ourselves 

to feel frustrated when the situation calls for it.  But after acknowledging the 

negative, it can be helpful to look for what has become possible. 
 

For me, my recuperation will give me time to read several theological books 

that have caught my eye, but remained unopened on my bookshelf.  It will give 

me time at home with my children, and the chance to ensure they are truly 

transitioning well after the move.  It will also provide the opportunity for more 

quiet time:  time I can spend in prayer, discerning more fully what God has in 

store for Oak Hills. 
 

It would be nice if everything always went according to our plans. Alas, it never 

works out that way.  Should you find yourself with a sudden change in plans 

this summer, I hope you are able feel your frustration, and then be surprised 

(possibly even delighted) by what God has now made possible. 
 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m.    
 

 

P en tec os t  i s  new  c r ea t io n  
A n  e x c e r p t  f r o m  t h e  C o m p a n i o n  t o  t h e  B o o k  o f       
C o m m o n  W o r s h i p  ( G e n e v a  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 3 ,  1 1 7 - 1 1 9 ) :  

According to the Day of Pentecost story in Acts 2:1-13, God gave the gift of the 
Holy Spirit to empower witnesses to the resurrection. Sounds from heaven,      
cosmic language, the rush of a mighty ruach (wind, spirit, breath) invaded the 
house in which the apostles gathered, and appeared to them as a burning fire. 
Tongues of fire touched their nerve centers. A power — the unseen power of 
God — moved among them and gripped them. The Holy Spirit is unseen, like the 
wind, which is why the Old Testament calls it ruach YHWH, “the wind, or breath, 
of God” (cf. John 3:8). The Spirit is the “unseenness of God” working among us. 

According to Joel (2:28-29) the ruach is to open everybody to God’s future.     
People young and old will dream and will have visions of hope; they will be able 
to loose themselves from the way things are now, because God is establishing a 
whole new economy of creation. The Holy Spirit breaks us out of our                 
preoccupation with ourselves and frees us to serve neighbors, loosens our grasp 
on possessions, and sets us to loving people. New creation is what Joel is talking 
about. Pentecost is new creation. 

The book of Acts tells the story of the outcome of Pentecost’s new creation:   
people witness in word and in deed to the risen Christ. At the outset, the        
newborn church immediately tumbled out into the streets to witness to God’s 
mighty works in the languages of people all over the world. By the end of the   
story, a tiny, Spirit-filled community of faith that broke from its present order has 
spread across the continents with incredible power to bring new things into     
being. With the gift of the Spirit, all things are possible. … 

Therefore, on the Day of Pentecost, we celebrate God’s gift of Holy Spirit which 
draws us together as one people, helps us to comprehend what God is doing in 

the world, and empowers us to proclaim, in word and in deed, God’s plan of reconciling all people in the name of Christ 
(Ephesians 1:10). 

Without the gift of the Spirit, Christ’s church dries up and withers away, and we are left with only our broken selves. With the 
gift of the Spirit, all things are possible. A spirit-filled community of faith opens eyes to needs in the world and sees its missing as 
God’s new people. The Day of Pentecost is the climax of the Great Fifty Days of Easter, celebrating as it does the gift of the Spirit 
to the body of Christ — the church. 

 

Lectionary passages are listed for your reflection. 
 

June 2, 7th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26 
 

June 9, Day of Pentecost & Father’s Day 
Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis 11:1-9; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-21; John 14:8-17 (25-27) 
 

June 16, Trinity Sunday 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 
 

June 23, 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Kings 19:1-4 (5-7) 8-15a; Psalm 42 and 43; Galatians 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39 
 

June 30, 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14; Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20; Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62 
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Opportunities for Service, Study & Fellowship 

Coffee and donuts are available before Sunday School every week in Fellowship Hall.   

OHPC 35th ANNUAL  
GARAGE SALE MANIA 

Saturday, June 1 
9 a.m.—3 p.m. 

 

We have people who want and need our stuff, no 
matter if we think it's trash or treasure.  We'll unpack, 
sort, and sell your items to make $$ for the church.  It is 
an easier and less stressful way to discard your stuff. 
Remember if it doesn't 'Spark Joy', heave-ho!   
 
• Join us for a week of fun and fellowship starting 

May 26th with unloading of the trailer, followed by 
sorting during the week, and ending with selling on 
June 1st. 

• Please drop off items by Friday noon to allow us to 
sort and price. 

• We will be open Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to      
6 p.m. But if you need to come after 6 p.m., just call 
the church office by 1 p.m. to let us know and   
someone will be here. 

• If you can't work, food donations keep the              
volunteers energized. 

• VERY IMPORTANT:  Seeing fresh faces helping us 
clean up at 3 p.m. is a welcome sight.  We were     
unable secure a volunteer to “chair” clean-up and 
we cannot keep wearing out our workers every 
year.  PLEASE stop by after the sale to bag up       
leftovers, take racks down, help put Blue Room, 
Room A, Library, Choir Room, and Fellowship Hall 
back in order for church on Sunday. 

 

 
Sunday Morning Adult Education, 9:15 a.m. 

Join us on Sunday mornings in the Blue Room as we continue The Great Courses DVD series on The Old Testament.  
These lectures provide a chance to get up close and personal with ruins, artifacts, murals, documents and other long-
buried objects that will take you deep beneath the pages of the Bible. Discussion will follow.  

 
 

To have lunch with  
Pastor Rachael!   

 

Rachael wants to get to know our 
Church Family- join her for lunch!  

 

Available dates are as follows                            
and up to three can sign up for the 

same date: 
 

Tuesday, June 4 
or 

Wednesday, June 5 
(Additional dates in July will be posted soon.) 

 

Sign up on the bulletin board or call 
the church office. 

Mark your calendars 

and plan to come out 

and assist our       

Building & Grounds 

Team for an OHPC 

workday on Saturday, June 29, 9 a.m. til noon. 

There will be both inside and outside work to be 

done.  Stay tuned for more details on the tasks 

and what you can do to help. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=coffee+and+donuts+sign+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=477017FD3F7FF1F014A2C33E661094D428C376AA&selectedIndex=16&ccid=l8jRXTQh&simid=608007292067973237&thid=JN.kzbpGf0o6Mj1FcGHjNX9BQ
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=cave+quest+images&view=detailv2&qpvt=cave+quest+images&id=9286B6599604F8B06736D0A212AD229D891A964C&selectedIndex=26&ccid=s1Hn14dk&simid=608014950318801716&thid=OIP.Mb351e7d78764a7ef24d3690049d977bbo0
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SESSION NOTES 
 

• Session approved a motion to combine the Markey 
Fund CDs. 

• Session received the annual audit and passed the 
Audit Committee’s suggestion to update the 
inventory to B&G. 

• A request to use the Sanctuary for commencement 
for the preschool was approved. 

• If there are custodial tasks needing done, please 
communicate to Cristie Rethman, C.A. Aranda, or 
Robert Stull. 

• Session scheduled a Congregational 
Meeting for June 2 to elect Elders. 

 

David Vickers, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

FINANCIAL NEW$ 
 

First let me thank all of you who contribute to OHPC.     
It is very important that you maintain your pledges so 
we do not have to dip into reserves. 
 

Garage Sale time is here!  Proceeds from all the hard 
work goes to several activities of the church.  20% of the 
income goes to Outreach, which provides benevolent 
giving to local charities, Under the Bridge Feeding       
Ministry, and the Minister’s Discretionary Fund.  80% 
goes into reserves for large repairs, i.e., air conditioners, 
roof, new furniture, etc.  One of the greatest benefits  
received is our people working together for the church.  
Be sure to join us and help with the sale. 
  

Thank you for your support! 
 
P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, June 2, immediately after       

service to elect the new class of Elders.  We are so thankful for those who are           

following the Lord’s calling to serve on our Session. 

The Elder Installation will take place the following Sunday, June 9. 

MEMBERSHIP - Let’s Get to Know Each Other Better 
 

This month the Membership Committee is highlighting one of our Cameroonian members, Asoh Mabo.   

 

Asoh joined OHPC in 2012. She is completing her third year as an Elder on Session and serves on the 

Membership Committee.  She immigrated to the United States in 2007 and lived in Los Angeles, CA  

until 2010.  Asoh came to the U.S. because of limited opportunities in her home country.  She           

completed her training as an LVN in California, then moved to San Antonio to further her education 

as an RN.  She is currently working in a Behavioral Healthcare facility and also studying to take her 

licensing exam to become a Nurse Practitioner.  

 
As if that wasn’t enough to keep her busy, Asoh is a wife and mom.  She is married to Jonas Njifouota and they have three         

children and two stepchildren.  In her free time, she enjoys cooking for her family.  She loves to travel when she has the time, 

although she has not been back to Cameroon recently due to the political instability there.  She stated that the most difficult 

part of moving to the U.S. was getting used to the food and learning the culture; for example, she said that in Cameroon, a 

younger person would never look an elder in the eye when speaking with them. 

  

Asoh is a lifelong Presbyterian and was invited to Oak Hills by Shantal Moto.  Asoh has further increased our church               

membership by inviting all her siblings as well as other family members and friends to worship with us.  She has become a     

one-woman Membership Committee! 
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Every time you leave home, 
Another road takes you 
Into a world you were never in. 
  
New strangers on other paths await. 
New places that have never seen you 
Will startle a little at your entry. 
Old places that know you well 
Will pretend nothing 
Changed since your last visit. 
  
When you travel, you find yourself 
Alone in a different way, 
More attentive now 
To the self you bring along, 
Your more subtle eye watching 
You abroad; and how what meets you 
Touches that part of the heart 
That lies low at home: 
  
How you unexpectedly attune 
To the timbre in some voice, 
Opening in conversation 
You want to take in 
To where your longing 
Has pressed hard enough 
Inward, on some unsaid dark, 
To create a crystal of insight 
You could not have known 
You needed 
To illuminate 
Your way. 
 
When you travel, 
A new silence 
Goes with you, 
And if you listen, 
You will hear 
What your heart would 
Love to say. 
  
A journey can become a sacred thing: 
Make sure, before you go, 
To take the time 
To bless your going forth, 
To free your heart of ballast 
So that the compass of your soul 

Might direct you toward 
The territories of spirit 
Where you will discover 
More of your hidden life, 
And the urgencies 
That deserve to claim you. 
  
May you travel in an awakened way, 
Gathered wisely into your inner ground; 
That you may not waste the invitations 
Which wait along the way to transform you. 
  
May you travel safely, arrive refreshed, 
And live your time away to its fullest; 
Return home more enriched, and free 
To balance the gift of days which call you.  

-John O’Donohue  
To Bless the Space Between Us—A Book of Blessings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Traveling mercies for all of our OHPC family and friends 
this summer season! 
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SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE APPROACHING! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Ron and Idalia Harmon Memorial Scholarship 

deadline is June 30, 2019.       
 

The completed applications may be hand-delivered 
or emailed to the office by that date.     
 Recipients will be notified by July 31. 

 

“Our educated Christian youth must be the future   
of America.”  -Idalia A. Harmon 1928-2008 

Caritas  
The OHPC Caritas team seeks to share Christ’s 

love by visiting and sending cards to our          

members who are homebound, sick, or facing a 

painful life transition.  Cards will be signed       

during the week of the garage sale.  We will not 

meet formally again until after Labor Day. 

The Book Club is taking a break        
until September.  

The next book of discussion will be: 

The Woman Who Smashed Codes by Jason Fagone. 

Stitch in Time Summer Break 
 

Stitch in Time will be taking a summer break.                

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, September 10,    

at 10 a.m., in Fellowship Hall, as we gather together to 

craft various projects for those in need.   

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for your phone calls, cards, food and visits following 
my surgery.  I really appreciate all my good friends of OHPC—your    
prayers and encouragement during this road to recovery has been truly 
a blessing. 

With Love, 

Eleanor Egger 

TODAY...I wish you a day of ordinary miracles.             

A fresh pot of tea you didn’t have to make yourself.   

An unexpected phone call from an old friend.         

Green traffic lights on your way to work or shop. 

I wish you a day of little things to rejoice in. 

A good sing-along song on the radio.                      

Your keys right where you look.   

I wish you a day of Peace, Happiness and Joy. 

-Submitted by Eleanor Egger 

A Note from Fellowship  

A special thank you to those of you who have         

contributed to Fellowship Hour this year.  Some of 

you have hosted, others have contributed dishes/food 

items or money.  But most impressive is the number 

of you that stop in after service and fellowship with 

one another.  The buzz, the smiles and conversation 

has made a difference in the life of OHPC.  Again, 

thanks and continue to participate. 

A Note from Personnel 
 

Pastor Rachael will be out on medical leave beginning 

June 11.  Her doctor anticipates she will be ready to 

be back to work the first week in July.  Please keep 

Rachael in your prayers for a successful surgery and a 

smooth recovery. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=volunteers+needed+for+fellowship+hour+images&view=detailv2&&id=053BFE2CBEA83A443032BDF056CBC93137316D84&selectedIndex=26&ccid=76bNZldL&simid=608049872373746922&thid=JN.N6J3eAEtFLYtu%2f3vKIzfcw


GARAGE SALE ASSISTANCE NEEDED DAILY MAY 29-JUNE 3! 

 June 2019 

Birthday blessings to: 
 

6/1     Priscilla Marrah 

6/7    Kathy Petitt 
6/8    LaVunn Mims 
6/11    Kathleen Payne 
6/14   Kaorie Fru 
6/21   Benny Arredondo 

6/23  Jimmie Jean Johnson 
6/24  Mary Lee Hale 
6/28  Don Barton 
6/29  Vanessa Nussel 
 

 This is the day the LORD         
has made; let us rejoice                   

and be glad in it!                    
Psalm 118:24 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

6/14  Mark & Cindy Tschirhart 

6/16  Greg & Vanessa Nussel 

6/20 Steve & Eilene Brown 

 

June is the final month for             

birthday offerings dedicated to                         

Habitat for Humanity.  If you would 

like to notify someone that a          

donation has been made in his or 

her honor, birthday postcards     

available in the narthex.  Simply fill it 

out, stamp and drop in the mail. 
 

Thank you for making our Birthday 
Offering an outpouring of love! 

To all of our OHPC dads and 

grandpas... Happy Birthday to You!   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

     1 

9am - 

3 pm 

2   

9:15 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Congregational 
Meeting, Fellowship &       
Birthday Party 

3 

6:30 pm Bridge 

4 

 

5 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm  AA 

6 

6:30 pm Building & 

Grounds 

7 

 

8 

 

9  ELDER INSTALLATION 

9:15 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship  

11:30 am Fellowship    

12:15 pm Session   

10 

6:30 pm Bridge 

11 

 

12 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm  AA 

 

13 14 

 

15 

 

16  FATHER’S DAY 

9:15 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am  Fellowship  

17 

6:30 pm Bridge 

18 

 

19 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm  AA 

20 21 22 

 

23  9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Fellowship  
______________________ 

30  9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Fellowship  

24 

6:30 pm Bridge 

25 

 

26 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm  AA 

27 28 29 
9 am Church 
Workday 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=birthday+banner+clipart&view=detailv2&qpvt=birthday+banner+clipart&id=1E6904924E421E1B6DE2182A992009A479AEEC7C&selectedIndex=3&ccid=VpGF9npW&simid=608011458509999711&thid=OIP.M569185f67a5647fc3df095ce614a0ecdH0


Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 Return Service Requested 

 

Keep your face          
towards the sunshine 
and shadows will fall 

behind you. 
 

~Walt Whitman 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 


