
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h   
R e v . R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y       

Beloved Family, 
 

Do you have a favorite liturgical season? Some people prefer the season of Lent, 

with its time for reflection and focus. Others love the season of Easter, with its joyful 

celebration of resurrection. My personal favorite is Advent, with its anticipatory   

spirit of hope and birth. But I think one of the most valuable seasons is one of the 

most often overlooked: Ordinary Time. Perhaps you didn’t even know that was an 

actual season of the church because it is so…well…ordinary. The season of Ordinary 

Time is the longest season, either 33 or 34 weeks depending on when certain          

holidays fall. It is basically all the Sundays that aren’t part of Advent/Christmas/

Epiphany or Lent/Easter/Pentecost.   
 

I think the season of Ordinary Time is so valuable because most of our lives are spent 

doing ordinary things. We give the most attention to the big events: the weddings 

and graduations and births and deaths. We give the most time to the regular,         

everyday occurrences: mealtimes, daily commutes, hobbies, housework. It can be 

easy to undervalue the ordinary while waiting for the next big event, but the season 

of Ordinary Time reminds us that there is beauty and meaning everywhere. Of 

course we ought to highlight the importance of Christmas and Easter, but Ordinary 

Time gives us the chance to study the stories of Ruth, Daniel, Moses, Paul, and        

Esther, just to name a few. It is these stories that show us how God is continually at 

work in normal people, who are living their normal lives. The season of Ordinary 

Time reminds us that we are called to serve God in all that we say and do, in the 

small things as well as the big things.  
 

As you go about the rest of your summer, I invite you to find new ways to honor God 

in the small things. I invite you to look for hints of holy in the seemingly mundane. If 

you take a vacation, perhaps you can say a prayer for the stressed-out ticketing 

agent. If you read a book by the water, perhaps you can marvel for a moment at the 

dual gifts of literature and nature. A quiet morning might find you calling a friend 

whose name the Holy Spirit made pop into your mind. Indulging in a delicious      

summer dessert may bring back a beloved childhood memory. Whatever this       

summer may bring you, I pray that you will grow closer to God, and that you will 

cherish the ordinary moments that reveal small glimpses of holiness. 
 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 am 
We give thanks to Jack Henson, Robert Stull and Don Barton for “pinch hitting” in June while                
Pastor Rachael was on medical leave, but we are blessed that she returns in July!  Join us this summer 
and bring a friend.  Lectionary passages are listed below to add to your summer reading list: 

July 7, Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Kings 5:1–14   Elisha tells Naaman to wash in the Jordan; he is cured of leprosy.  

Psalm 30  O Lord, you brought me up from the grave; my soul praises you.  

Galatians 6:(1–6) 7–16   Bear one another’s burdens; in this way you fulfill the law of Christ.  

Luke 10:1–11, 16–20   Jesus appoints seventy, sending them out as laborers into the harvest.  
 

July 14, Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 7:7–17   Amos has a vision of the Lord standing by a wall with a plumb line.  

Psalm 82   God stands in judgment, giving justice to the poor, weak, and lowly.  

Colossians 1:1–14   To the Colossians: we pray that you lead lives worthy of the Lord.  

Luke 10:25–37   The great commandment and a good Samaritan: who is my neighbor?  
 

July 21, Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 8:1–12   The end has come; the Lord condemns those who prey on the needy.  

Psalm 52   Why do you boast of your evil? God will uproot and destroy you.  

Colossians 1:15–28   Christ is the image of the invisible God; now the mystery is revealed.  

Luke 10:38–42   Mary sits and listens to Jesus, while Martha is busy with many tasks.  
 

July 28, Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Hosea 1:2–10   The Lord commands Hosea to take a wife and bear children.  
Psalm 85   Will you be angry with us forever, O Lord? Show your steadfast love.  
Colossians 2:6–15(16–19)   Live your lives in the faith of Christ; do not let anyone condemn you.  
Luke 11:1–13   Jesus teaches the disciples to pray, and teaches them about prayer.  
 

August 4, Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Hosea 11:1–11   When Israel was a child, I loved him; how could I give him up now?  
Psalm 107:1–9, 43   Give thanks to the Lord, who gathers up and redeems the lost.  
Colossians 3:1–11   If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above.  
Luke 12:13–21   Be on guard against greed; life does not come from your possessions.  
 

August 11, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 1:1, 10–20   Wash yourselves clean; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice.  
Psalm 50:1–8, 22–23   God speaks and summons the earth: Gather to me my faithful ones!  
Hebrews 11:1–3, 8–16   Faith is the assurance of things hoped for; Abraham is an example.  
Luke 12:32–40   Where your treasure is, there is your heart also; be alert and ready.  
 

August 18, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 5:1–7   My vineyard has yielded wild grapes; now I will break down its wall.  
Psalm 80:1–2, 8–19   Have regard for the vine you planted, O Lord; save and restore us!  
Hebrews 11:29—12:2   We are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses; Jesus perfects our faith.  
Luke 12:49–56   Jesus warns of division and trouble to come: I came to bring fire.  
 

August 25, Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 1:4–10   The Lord calls young Jeremiah: Before you were born, I knew you.  
Psalm 71:1–6   In you, O Lord, I take refuge; upon you I have leaned from my birth.  
Hebrews 12:18–29   Worship with reverence and awe; our God is a consuming fire.  
Luke 13:10–17   Jesus heals a woman on the Sabbath; a synagogue leader objects.  
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Book Club  

We will resume after Labor Day...join us in the Blue Room on 
the 1st Tuesday of the month at 11:15 a.m.  Join us and     
invite a friend!  Bring a brown bag lunch or snack if you 
want. Coffee, water and sodas are available. 
 
 

Sept 3: The Woman Who Smashed Codes 

 by Jason Fagone 

Oct 1:  The Baker’s Secret  

 by Stephen P. Kiernan 

 

Coffee and donuts are available before Sunday School every week in Fellowship Hall.   

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:15 a.m.   
Join us on Sunday mornings in the Blue Room as we continue The Great Courses 
DVD series on The Old Testament.  These lectures provide a chance to get up 
close and personal with ruins, artifacts, murals, documents and other long-buried 
objects that will take you beneath the pages of the Bible.  Discussion will follow. 
This class is open to older children, teens and adults.  You are never too young or 
too old to learn! 
  

School Supplies 
Drive  

For Presbyterian 

Children’s Home 

 & Services 

July 7—August 4 
 

Supplies needed: 
Backpacks—small ones for toddlers, preschool,   
kindergarteners, and regular backpacks for 1st—
5th grade. 
Crayons— large ones for toddlers, preschool and 
kindergarten. Regular crayons for 1st — 5th. 
Colored pencils  
Pencil pouches— 5”x8” 
Composition notebooks for all ages 
Pencils 
Soft-sided lunchboxes 

The grocery cart will be in the narthex ready 
for your donations.                                

Many thanks for your support! 

Stitch in Time   & CARITAS 
 

We will resume our craft time together      
Tuesday, September 10, at 10 a.m.                 

We will also sign cards for Caritas during      
and after our meeting. 

Hearing Loss Workshop 
As we all get older, we start to lose our hearing and it is   
difficult to have conversations, hear the TV and navigate 
through our world on a day to day basis.  Communication 
Axess Ability Group would like to invite you to a free     
workshop on "Know your Rights". 
 

Free Workshop will include: 

• Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

• How to improve interaction with:  others,                    
First Responders, Doctors, Banks, etc. 

• Know your rights 

• Communication Access Strategies 

• Other Resources & Information 

• More 
 

The Presenters will be Sara Filippone, Deaf & Hard of        
Hearing Access Specialist and Mary Dickson, Deaf & Hard of 
Hearing Technology Specialist. 
 

If you are interested, call Lori Williams at (210)392-0097 or 
the church office so we can set a date for the workshop.    
You can also sign up on the church bulletin board. 
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FINANCIAL NEW$ 
The Garage Sale was a success again.  Thanks to all who 
helped with donations, work and purchases. The Garage Sale 
funds are needed again this year– another AC unit has to be 
replaced and several units had to be repaired.  The good news 
is that our reserves including past garage sales will cover     
current costs.  A portion of this year’s garage sale monies will 
also go to our Outreach Committee for benevolent giving.  If 
you would like to help in the AC expense you can contribute 
to our Capital Improvement fund.  Our building is in constant 
need of repair and replacement as many of our systems are 
over 20 years old.  We never know what will come next, thus 
these reserves need to be maintained. 

Many thanks to those who keep their pledges current. 

Thanks to all of you who generously give of your 
time and talent. 

 P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

SESSION NOTES 
 

 

• Session gave approval for Jack Henson to sell 
the gold coins. 

• Building & Grounds are getting three bids for 
the secondary office HVAC system; the  
expense will be covered by the Capital 
Improvement Reserve Fund.  The narthex 
water fountain was repaired and batteries 
were replaced in the hand sanitizer. 

• Session Retreat date will be 
decided upon soon. 

• Donna Amonett is the new 
Clerk of Session. 

MEMBERSHIP - Let’s Get to Know Each Other Better 
 

This Month the Membership Committee is highlighting one of our newest members and a new Elder, Dick Elliott. 

Dick was born in Tennessee, but he and his wife Liz have lived in San Antonio for 20 years. He has attended 

OHPC for the past three years. Along with his newest involvement as a church Elder, he and Liz have been 

active in a number of church activities, foremost of which has been the garage sale, where they both worked 

tirelessly the whole week. Dick has also become a member of the Membership Committee.  Additionally, 

Dick works as a volunteer for St. Vincent de Paul. 

Dick served 26 years in the US Air Force. Much of the time was spent at the Air Force Academy in Colorado 

Springs, CO. He was assigned to the Athletic Department where he taught physical education, directed the 

Human Performance Lab, and coached track and cross country. 

The Elliotts have four sons, three of whom live in San Antonio. Liz stays busy helping with five of their seven grandchildren. She 

is a member of St. Matthew Catholic Church so the two of them typically attend Sunday services at both churches. They both 

have been certified to teach the Bethel Series course, which takes individuals through the Old and New Testaments in two 

years. Dick has participated in and led Bible studies for many years. 

Both of them enjoy reading and, when possible, travel. 

Congregational News 

Please note that for the month of July, the choir will be taking a much deserved 

break. The choir will resume singing at services on August 4 and resume 

Wednesday rehearsals on September 4.  As a congregation, we are so indebted 

to our singers for their musicality, commitment, and spirit.  Please consider    

joining us when we reconvene the choir – an interest in music is all that’s         

required and one need not read music.  We have fun and great fellowship with 

our little group as we praise the Lord!  As memorialized by St. Augustine,         

“He who sings, prays twice!” 
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OHPC 36th Annual Garage Sale 
 
OHPC 36th Annual Garage Sale happened on June 1, 2019 and it netted $8,018 as of June 14! Considering the        
quantity of items donated was down about 20%, this was amazing.  Sometimes having less stuff is a plus as it's less 
stuff to unpack and sort, price, move out, and clean up. Thanks to all who heaved-ho to anything that didn't spark 
joy. And thanks for those who donated money and/or food for the workers and for storage and supply expenses!    
So all the money made was profit! 
 
So this years theme of Keep Calm and Carry On consisted of the usual:  Do we have enough stuff? Enough buyers?  
Enough workers? And do we have AC?    
 
Last year’s problems of Move out and Clean Up were solved this year!  Yea!  We moved some stuff from the hallway 
outside Friday afternoon and finished in time for breakfast on Saturday morning.  Then we had several people show 
up at 3 pm Saturday who were fresh and ready to clean up.  We were 98% finished by 4:30 pm—a new record!  We 
were still tired, but the church was back in order and furniture in its place for Sunday:  Fellowship Hall, Blue Room, 
Room A, Library, Choir Room, and outside. Even boxes were cut down. 
 
We had so many offers to feed the workers during the week that I even turned one away. We had homemade     
cookies, Fried Chicken and Salad, Chicken Salad Sandwiches and Chips, Sloppy Joes and Chips, and Pizza during the 
week. Then Breakfast and a Lunch Buffet Saturday and even Sunday Fellowship lunch by your generous donations.  
We sold an eclectic mix of items as usual. Ask Lori Vickers to see pictures of the funnier ones. And ask to see a         
picture of our Dollar Tree in the Children's area which was decorated with stuffed animals in place of ornaments - a 
very unique display! Furniture and yard equipment still rank #1 as the fastest items sold. 
 
Many thanks go to the army of volunteers who helped unload the storage trailer and shed, those who unpacked, 
sorted, cleaned, and priced during the week, those who sold on Saturday, and the people who cleaned up             
afterwards. My heartfelt gratitude goes to my chief assistant Jack Henson and booth chairs:  David and Lori Vickers, 
Ginger Jenson, Peggy Hudson, Loretta Hodde, Helen Moore, Sherry Haglund, Liz and Dick Elliott, Michael Jenson,   
Anne and Joe Hopkins, and Nancy Redd.  I hope everyone found something to smile about that week and bought 
something to take home as well. Give yourselves a pat on the back or a great big hug for a job well done!                
And Keep Calm and Move On... 
 

LaVunn Mims, Garage Sale Chair 

INSTALLATION OF ELDERS 
A special thank you to our new elders who were installed 

on June 9  to serve on our church Session: 

Class of 2022 

 

We are also grateful that Peggy Hudson and                     
Carolyn Livesay will serve as Elders for one year to fill     

vacancies left on the Class of 2020. 

Connie Durocher 

Dick Elliott 

Sherry Haglund 

Robert Stull 

BIRTHDAY OFFERING 
The birthday offering provides a way to honor or                   
celebrate the special day of your friend or loved one.  
Just make the memo line on your check 
read:  Birthday Offering and pick up a 
card in the narthex to send notification to 
your birthday recipient.  Every quarter, a 
new charitable organization benefits 
from this special offering.  
 

Thank you for making our Birthday Offering                         
an outpouring of love!      
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Check out our website: 

www.oakhillspresbyterian.com   
 

If  you missed a Sunday or two while on       

summer break, you can always catch all the    

latest sermons online.  Just click on MEDIA 

and then SERMONS. 

My raw and rebellious back, recuperating from spine surgery, 

balked at being required to travel 45 minutes from the         

suburbs to downtown Philadelphia for worship at First         

Presbyterian Church. So, I occasionally attended services at 

the Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church, ten minutes from my 

house.  

One Sunday, 15 minutes before morning worship at Bryn 

Mawr Presbyterian, I found an aisle seat in the sanctuary,   

nodded to the woman seated beside me, and prepared to    

receive the Word. One hour later, spiritually fed, I sat a bit 

longer as organist Jeffrey Brillhart began the postlude, 

Franck’s Pièce héroïque.  

“Excuse me,” the woman beside me asked as she stood to 

leave.  

I responded, “Oh. You’re not staying for the postlude?”  

She returned the strangest look. 

Bracing myself for a tongue lashing, I pushed further. “I’m    

visiting today, but at my church, we are encouraged to regard 

the postlude as an essential part of the service. It’s a final     

opportunity to pray that the message of the day be received  

in our hearts.”  

With a glowering look, somewhere between disbelief and  

contempt, she squinted. Now, certain that I had gone too far,  

I waited for a verbal backhand. But surprisingly, she said, 

“Okay. I’ll stay.”  

Together, the two of us sat for the Franck. After the final 

chord, I waved a salute to Jeff Brillhart in the rear gallery 

where he sat at the console. He returned the gesture.  

The lady next to me then asked, “Oh, you’re an organist?”  

“Not really. I’ve played since I was a teenager, but I’m a    

retired physician. I guess God thought my talents were more 

suited to medicine than music.”  

“My late husband was a physician,” she replied. 

 “Really? Where did he practice?”  

“Bryn Mawr Hospital. He was a neurosurgeon before he died 

two years ago.” 

 “What was his name?” 

After she told me her late husband’s name, I smiled. “I knew 

your late husband for more than 30 years,” I replied. “We 

worked together at Jefferson University and at Main Line 

Health. I remember when he left clinical practice to work at 

the Pennsylvania Medical Society, hoping to help resolve 

some of the thornier issues in health care. Eventually, he    

returned to Bryn Mawr where we consulted together on many 

cases. He was a fine physician. We all miss him.”  

Tears rose in her eyes. “Oh, thank you for those kind words. It 

means so much to me.” 

We chatted a few minutes more as we walked toward the  

narthex. But just as we were about to say goodbye, I couldn’t 

resist. “See what wonderful things happen when you stay for 

the postlude?”  

_______________________ 

Noble L. Thompson Jr., MD, is an award-winning, board-
certified neuroradiologist, a medical-legal consultant, a       
published writer, and a former equestrian-foxhunter who still 
plays the organ every day. A member of the Philadelphia AGO 
Chapter, his memoir Never Give Up: My Struggle to Become a 
Doctor was published in 2015.  

Copyright 2019, by the American Guild of Organists.              
Used by permission of the American Organist Magazine. 

-Article contributed by Gregory A. Nussel, Organist & Music Director 

Staying for the Postlude  
by Noble L. Thompson Jr. 

Gratitude is the     

music of the heart, 

when its chords are 

swept by the breeze of 

kindness. 

-Author Unknown 
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6:30 pm     
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2 

 

3 

4                     
9:15 am Sunday 
School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Fellowship & 
Birthday Party  
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6:30 pm 
Bridge 

6 

10 am NARFE 

7 

7 pm AA 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

 

11    
 
9:15 am Sunday 
School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship 
12:15 pm Session 

12 
 

6:30 pm 
Bridge 

13 

 

14 

7 pm AA 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 
 
9:15 am Sunday 
School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship  

19 
 

6:30 pm 
Bridge 
 

20 

 

21 

7 pm AA 

22 

 

23 24 

 

25 
 
9:15 am Sunday 
School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship  

26 
 

6:30 pm 
Bridge 

27 28 

7 pm AA 

29 30 31 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

7/3    Anne Hopkins 
7/6    Ron Wilson 
7/9    Mayra Lopez 
7/9    Carol Telma Mabo  
7/9    Joan Oei 
7/11    Kate Gill 
7/12   Sherry Haglund 
7/15   Olivia Ebert 
7/16   Coleman Oei 
7/19   JoAnn Avalos 
7/23  Musa Njifouota  
7/23  Jane Smith 
7/24  Lori Williams 
7/29  Charles Mims 
7/30  Hannah Moorman 
7/31   Zakari Njifouota, Jr. 
7/31   Betty Sneed 
8/2    Vivian Ebert 
8/3    Melanie Brown 
8/4    Ryan Chi II 
8/4    Mary Kate Morgan 
8/10   Roberta Betts 
8/15   Malik Njifouota 
8/15   Mark Peterson 
8/16   Eleanor Egger 
8/17   Janice Barton 
8/19   Steve Brown 
8/20  Armando Lopez 
8/25  Liz Elliott 
8/26  Greg Nussel 
8/27  Clotilde (Kuko) Fru 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
8/17   Chris & Rachael Huntley  
8/20  David & Lori Vickers 
8/21   Anjana & Bivinlal Devasahayam                                   
 
 
     

 

July 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 

6:30 pm 
Bridge 

2 
 

3 
 

4   OFFICE 
     CLOSED 

 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
9:15 am Sunday 
School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Fellowship & 
Birthday Party 

8 
 

6:30 pm 
Bridge 

9 
 

10 
7 pm AA 

11 
 

12 
 

13 

14 
9:15 am Sunday 
School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Fellowship  

15 
 

6:30 pm 
Bridge 
 

16 
 

17 
7 pm AA 

18 
 

19 20 
 

21 

9:15 am Sunday 
School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship  

22 
 

6:30 pm 
Bridge 

23 
 

24 
7 pm AA 

25 26 
 

27 

28  
9:15 am Sunday 
School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship  

29 
 

6:30 pm 
Bridge 

30 31 
7 pm AA 

   

August 2019 
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Return Service Requested 

God saw everything that he had made,   
and indeed, it was very good. 

Genesis 1:31 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 


