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Beloved Family, 
 

Summer is upon us; for many, that brings schedule changes and vacations. 
These changes and travel plans often affect church attendance. I know several 
pastors who dread the drop in summer attendance, but I choose to see it as a 
good thing. It means you are visiting beloved family or exploring somewhere 
new. It means you get to sleep in a bit on a Sunday and meet friends for 
brunch. It means you are taking time to rest and re-charge. Sunday worship is 
vitally important, but I am happy to say that it doesn’t have to happen in the 
same four walls every week. So let this summer newsletter be an invitation to 
explore different ways of worshipping God when you are away from your 
church family. Here are a few ideas to get started: 

Say a prayer of gratitude and wonder when you find yourself in a beautiful, 
natural setting 

Practice a minute (or more!) of intentional silence every day 

Write out a prayer in a journal or in the Notes App on your phone 

Seek out a hymn on Spotify or YouTube or find the Christian music station 
on your radio 

Choose one book from the Bible and commit to reading it before summer 
ends 

Find a new way to serve others 

Take three deep breaths every morning, using that time to remind yourself 
to be open to God’s work in the world that day 

Take three deep breaths at night, and reflect on how you saw God at work 
that day 

 

Pick one of the above or create your own. As always, would love to hear about 
your experience. Happy Summer to all! 
 

 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 am 
Lectionary passages are listed below to add to your summer reading list: 

July 3, Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 66:10-14  Rejoice with Jerusalem; I will bless and comfort her, says the Lord.  

Psalm 66:1-9  Make a joyful noise to God; come and see what God has done.  

Galatians 6:(1–6) 7–16    Bear one another’s burdens; in this way you fulfill the law of Christ.  

Luke 10:1–11, 16–20    Jesus appoints seventy, sending them out as laborers into the harvest.  
 

July 10, Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy 30:9-14  The word is near to you, in your mouth and heart for you to observe. 

Psalm 25:1-10  Lead me in your truth, O Lord, and teach me; you are my salvation.  

Colossians 1:1–14   To the Colossians:  we pray that you lead lives worthy of the Lord.  

Luke 10:25–37   The great commandment and a good Samaritan:  who is my neighbor? 
 

July 17, Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 18:1-12  Three visitors appear to Abraham; soon Sarah will have a son. 

Psalm 15   Who may abide in God’s tent?  Only those who do what is right. 

Colossians 1:15–28   Christ is the image of the invisible God; now the mystery is revealed. 

Luke 10:38–42   Mary sits and listens to Jesus, while Martha is busy with many tasks. 
 

July 24, Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 18:20-32  Abraham intercedes with the Lord to spare the city of Sodom. 
Psalm 138  I give you thanks, O Lord; though I walk in trouble, you deliver me. 
Colossians 2:6–15(16–19)   Live your lives in the faith of Christ; do not let anyone condemn you. 
Luke 11:1–13   Jesus teaches the disciples to pray, and teaches them about prayer. 
 

July 31, Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23  What do mortals gain from their toil under the sun?  All is vanity. 
Psalm 49:1-12  The gift of life has no price; the great and the lowly will all perish. 
Colossians 3:1–11   If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above. 
Luke 12:13–21   Be on guard against greed; life does not come from your possessions. 
 

August 7, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 15:1-6  God promises Abram many descendants; Abram believes the Lord.  
Psalm 33:12-22  Happy are those whose God is the Lord; God is our help and hope. 
Hebrews 11:1–3, 8–16   Faith is the assurance of things hoped for; Abraham is an example.  
Luke 12:32–40   Where your treasure is, there is your heart also; be alert and ready.  

 

August 14, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 23:23-29  Who can hide from me?  My word is like fire, says the Lord.  
Psalm 82  God stands in judgement; rise up, O God, to judge the earth!  
Hebrews 11:29—12:2   We are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses; Jesus perfects our faith.  
Luke 12:49–56   Jesus warns of division and trouble to come: I came to bring fire.  
 

August 21, Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 58:9b-14  Remove the yoke; help the poor; refrain from trampling the Sabbath. 
Psalm 103:1-8  Bless the Lord, O my soul; the Lord forgives, heals, and redeems.  
Hebrews 12:18–29   Worship with reverence and awe; our God is a consuming fire.  
Luke 13:10–17   Jesus heals a woman on the Sabbath; a synagogue leader objects.  
 

August 28, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 25:6-7  Do not put yourself in the place of honor; wait for an invitation. 

Psalm 112  Happy and prosperous are those who give generously and trust God. 

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16  Show hospitality and share what you have; praise God through Jesus. 

Luke 14:1, 7-14  Jesus teaches lessons at a banquet: the humble will be exalted. 
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FINANCIAL NEW$ 
We’d like to thank folks for maintaining their pledges.  
We are trying to control our expenses in spite of every-
thing that has befallen.  Although the Refugee Services 
of Texas has relocated , the International School has  
taken more space, which has increased their rental pay-
ment. We also look forward to revenue from the upcom-
ing garage sale.  We’ll need all the help we 
can muster to make the sale a success! 

  P. Jack Henson, Treasurer     

SESSION NOTES 
 

 Children’s Sunday School will begin in the fall. 

 The Education Committee awarded a scholarship for 
John Knox summer camp to  Jerry Lopez. 

 Fellowship is planning an outdoor event in 
September and is working to resume Fellowship 
Hour in Fellowship Hall. 

 One of the storage sheds has been broken into and 
an attempt was made to enter the other shed.  
Repairs have been made but new shed costs will 
need to be factored into next year’s budget. 

 Session approved the request  to 
serve wine at the final choir 
rehearsal before the summer 
hiatus. 

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

ELECTION OF ELDERS 

A special thank you to our new elders who were elected 

on June 5 to serve on our church Session: 

 

Class of 2025: 

We will resume after Labor Day...join us in the Library at 
11:00 a.m. and invite a friend!   

Sept 15:  A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles 

Oct 20:  Two Old Women by Velma Wallace 

Nov 17:  The Extraordinary Live of Sam 
Hell, by Robert Dugoni 

Dec. 15:  Run, Rose, Run, by Dolly Parton 
and James Patterson 

Garage Sale Mania 
Save your good stuff for the OHPC somewhat-

annual garage sale on September 17! 
Best sellers: 

 Small furniture 

 Women’s clothing in good condition 

 Antique treasures 

 Laptops/tablets in working condition 
 

Things we cannot sell: 

 Encyclopedias 

 Obsolete computers/TV’s 

 Textbooks 

 Anything not in good condition 

Check out our website: 

www.oakhillspresbyterian.com   
 

If  you miss a Sunday or two while on       

summer break, you can always catch all the    

latest services online.  Just click the word  

HERE in the banner at the top of  the page. 

Chris Huntley 

Michael Jenson 

Kathleen Payne 

Ryan Williams 
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In a Quiet Cathedral 
 

In June 2006, the music program of Christ Church Cathedral in New Orleans was 
in disarray.  An interim organist, appointed after the organist of 40+ years had 
retired, developed a brain tumor and was suddenly unable to continue playing the 
largest pipe organ in Louisiana, some 94 ranks of pipes, a total of 5240 pipes ar-
rayed over a four-manual console.  It is sited in the oldest Protestant Church in 
Louisiana (founded in 1805) and is the seat of the Episcopal Diocese of Louisi-
ana.  Their current worship space, an expansive Gothic Cathedral occupying an 
entire city block along St. Charles Avenue, was erected in 1887. 
 

A dear friend alerted me to the situation at Christ Church. “The Dean of the     
Cathedral is in a ditch – nobody can play this huge organ – and we don’t know 
what we’re going to do.”  Truly, only a dozen or so organists in New Orleans 
could play this goliath of an organ. 

 

I called the Dean and offered to help.  He auditioned me the following day and 
hired me on the spot.  We agreed on terms, approved by First Presbyterian Church 
of New Orleans, where I had served as co-organist for a dozen years.  I was given 
a leave of absence to help the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana. 
 

I may have bitten off more than I could chew, but what followed were four months 
of musical ecstasy.  I set about a practice schedule of three days per week – Tues-
day and Thursday from 5:00-7:00 p.m., then Saturday morning. I would let myself 
in, disarm the alarm system, and proceed into the sanctuary.  The only ambient 
noise therein was from the HVAC system and the organ blowers (there were 
three).  The temperature was about 78 degrees, mildly uncomfortable, but all was 
quiet, very quiet.  The interior had the musky smell of the incense burned each 
Sunday along with mystic wax candles.  I would proceed to practice, and the set-
ting sun would fashion through the western clerestory windows, creating much 

beauty. To hear the beauty of a huge, symphonic pipe organ in the setting of a beautiful, Gothic Cathedral, 
without distraction, was the experience of a lifetime. Serving this splendid congregation each Sunday for 
four months was a distinct privilege, and I remember with clarity each wedding and special service as well. 
 

I served Christ Church Cathedral until the arrival of the next Organist/Canon Precentor in September 2006.   
It’s one of the most memorable experiences of my 52 years in music ministry. 
 

Gregory Nussel 
Organist and Choir Master 

Patty McCurnin and Jimbo will be leaving us shortly to join Pat-
ty’s daughters Anni and Molly along with grandson Duncan in 
Virginia.  During her many years at OHPC, Patty served as an 
elder on the session and often helped count the offering after 
worship.  At her request, San Antonio’s Guide Dogs for the Blind 
began using our campus for their meetings and training.  Her 
dogs even attended our worship services and “sang” in the choir 
with her!  Along with Eleanor Egger, Patty worked each fall to 
display the tartans for Heritage Sunday.  We will certainly miss 
Patty’s presence in worship, her smiling face and soprano voice 
in the choir, and her dogs!  But we wish her joy in the next chap-
ter of her life! 
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On Sunday, June 26, we honored Don 
Barton for his 40-plus years of service 

with the OHPC choir.  While we celebrate 
his amazing achievement, we will miss 

his Sunday morning presence in the choir 
loft.  But after 40 years, he deserves a 

break! 

40 years of dedicated service! 

Don received a      
beautiful hand blown 
glass vase created by 

local artist Gini Garcia. 

Let’s Get to Know One Another Better 
 

This month the Membership Committee is highlighting                                            
one of our newest members-Cassill Elliott! 

Cassill (pronounced Ka sell’) is the granddaughter of Liz and Dick Elliott. 
She was born in Denver, CO but her family moved to San Antonio when she 
was an infant. She attended Clark High School and graduated in 2020. She is 
the eldest child in her family; along with her mom and dad, she has four sib-
lings. 

Cassill is currently attending St. Phillips College, studying culinary arts and 
business. She hopes to run a development kitchen (a test kitchen, making spe-
cialty foods). She became interested in the culinary arts at an early age, 
watching famous French chef, Paul Bocuse on TV. Along with school, she is 
working at a local restaurant, Stout Signature at the Tobin Center. 

Cassill was introduced to OHPC by her grandparents. Her family attend a 
number of different churches while she was growing up, including several of 
the large churches in San Antonio. Cassill says she feels most comfortable in 
our church where you have more of an opportunity to get to know people. 

She has jumped right in, volunteering to help with a number of church events already. She has become involved with 
the Fellowship Committee (a good fit for her interest in food service), but she also wants to get involved with Mission 
activities, including the Under the Bridge Ministry. In her (rare) spare time, she enjoys being on social media, especial-
ly Instagram. She has agreed to help set up an Instagram account for our church. Additionally, she likes spending time 
hanging out with her friends and loves reading poetry. 

Welcome Cassill! 
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The International School of San Antonio is the home of champions: three of our students participated in 
the annual Chinese Language Festival and won awards! Our students recited modern poems in Mandarin 
Chinese, and received two champion awards and one first-runner up award.  

During the first week of Summer Camps, 
the KSAT TV station crew stopped by our 
Spanish Camp. The SA Live show audi-
ence and KSAT viewers were treated to an 
appetizing class of Maestra Pilar and her 
campers cooking Empanadillas while learn-
ing Spanish language.  

Last week, the gifts from our school finally arrived to the chil-
dren's center in Ukraine that we wanted to help in this difficult 
time for them. Many thanks to our parents for the donations and 
to our friend Anna S. for helping us to deliver them to Ukraine. 
 

San Antonio café Sweet Paris and other local vendors are team-
ing up to celebrate Bastille Day at La Cantera on Saturday, July 
16. French food, drinks, Pétanque tournament and live music are 
just a part of the program! Don't miss this French festival! 
 

And last but not least, we are excited to welcome teacher assis-
tants Carmen Bedolla and Lionel Kayibanda to our 
school faculty! Learn more about them on our team 
page. 
 

Wishing all our ISSA families and friends a beautiful 
summer, 

Katia Edrenkina 
Founder and CEO, ISSA  

  The last day of   school was filled with . . . 

ISSA students performed songs and tales in 
French, Spanish and Mandarin Chinese at our 

End-of-Year concert. 

 

. . .water! 

https://issatx.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=452df293609e4f4ef78ff4614&id=07a427b99a&e=a04f973966
https://issatx.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=452df293609e4f4ef78ff4614&id=051beeb318&e=a04f973966
https://issatx.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=452df293609e4f4ef78ff4614&id=68765325cf&e=a04f973966
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29 
 

 

30 31 

 

7 pm AA 

   

7/6    Ron Wilson 
7/9    Mayra Lopez 
7/9    Carol Telma Mabo  
7/9    Joan Oei 
7/9    Orion Steed 
7/12   Sherry Haglund 
7/14   Greyson Clifton 
7/15   Olivia Ebert 
7/16   Coleman Oei 
7/19   JoAnn Avalos 
7/23  Musa Njifouota  
7/23  Jane Smith 
7/24  Lori Williams 
7/29  Charles Mims 
7/31   Zakari Njifouota, Jr. 
7/31   Betty Sneed 
8/1     Maddie Clifton 
8/1     Sydney Clifton 
8/2    Vivian Ebert 
8/3    Emerson Clifton 
8/4    Ryan Chi II 
8/10   Roberta Betts 
8/15   Malik Njifouota 
8/15   Mark Peterson 
8/16   Eleanor Egger 
8/17   Janice Barton 
8/19   Steve Brown 
8/20  Armando Lopez 
8/21   Lesley Brown 
8/25  Liz Elliott 
8/26  Greg Nussel 
8/27  Clotilde (Kuko) Fru 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8/17  Chris & Rachael Huntley  
8/20  David & Lori Vickers 
8/21  Anjana & Bivinlal 
           Devasahayam                                   
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6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven. 
     Ecclesiastes 3:1 


