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Beloved Family,
As we have begun to emerge from the heavy shadow cast by the pandemic, many of you
have shared your conflicting emotions with me. You are excited to be back in church, but
you also grew to love staying cozy at home and worshipping online. You are thrilled to be
able to go out to dinner with friends, but you firmly want to resist allowing your calendar to I n s i d e t h i s
issue:
return to the over-scheduled state it was in two years ago. These mixed sentiments have
made some of you uncomfortable, unsure what the “right” way is to be feeling. Allow me to
gently remind you that God has room for all our feelings. We don’t turn to God after we have
everything sorted out; we turn to God precisely because we don’t. In this spirit, I offer this
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You beautifully seam my paradoxes, grounding both my flurry and emptiness,
my worry and joy, in your heart.
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Sometimes I feel bored stiff,
weighted down by the heavy sameness of my days and my choices.
Sometimes I feel strong and grateful, amazed at the sweetness in this season of life.

Help me give each of these feelings their place—to honor them, accept them,
and with a breath of release, blow away the ones no longer needed.
I praise you, Loving Spirit, for the fresh energy and freedom you offer.
Thank you for living within me,
breathing your peace and power into the bottom of my being.

It is not by my own abilities but by you that I live out my calling.
I ask for your support to be with me, for you are my Source of true strength.
You have been and will be with me—in the variety of unique circumstances and challenges I
face.
I open my arms and eyes with the acceptance you’re teaching me…
Amen.
May this prayer help to calm and center you, and remind you that God always welcomes you
exactly as you are.
With love,

Pastor Rachael

Worship
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 am
Lectionary passages are listed below to add to your summer reading list.

July 4, Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Ezekiel 2:1-5
Psalm 123
2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13

The Lord sends Ezekiel as a prophet to the house of Israel.
We lift our eyes to you, O God; we have had our fill of contempt.
God’s grace is sufficient for us; power is made perfect in weakness.
Prophets are not honored at home; Jesus commissions the twelve.

July 11, Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Amos 7:7–15
Psalm 85:8-13
Ephesians 1:3-14
Mark 6:14-29

God shows the prophet Amos a plumb line, a vision of justice.
Love and faithfulness will meet: righteousness and peace will kiss.
We were chosen in Christ from the beginning to give glory to God.
Herod puts John the Baptist to death; reports of Jesus spread.

July 18, Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 23
Ephesians 2:11-22
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

God says: Like a shepherd, I will gather up the remnant of my flock.
The Lord is my shepherd, leading, protecting, and feeding me.
Christ is our peace, breaking down the dividing wall between us..
After a brief respite, great crowds surround Jesus and the disciples.

July 25, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Kings 4:42-44
Psalm 145:10-18
Ephesians 3:14-21
John 6: 1-21

Elisha feeds a hundred people with a few loaves and ears of grain.
You open your hand, O Lord, and give food to all in due season.
May you know the love of Christ and receive the fullness of God.
Jesus feeds five thousand people with five loaves and two fish.

August 1, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15
Psalm 107:1–9, 43
Colossians 3:1–11
Luke 12:13–21

God feeds the people in the wilderness with manna from heaven.
The Lord rained down manna; the people ate and were filled.
There is one body and one Spirit; speak truth and grow in love.
Jesus teaches about the bread of heaven, food for eternal life.

August 8, Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 19:4-8
Psalm 34:1-8
Ephesians 4:25-5:2
John 6:35, 41-51

An angel brings food and drink to Elijah in the wilderness.
I cried to the Lord for deliverance; taste and see that God is good.
Put away bitterness; be kind to one another; be imitators of God..
Jesus says: I am the bread of life that has come down from heaven.

August 15, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Proverbs 9:1–6
Psalm 34:9-14
Ephesians 5:15-20
John 6:51-58

Wisdom calls: Come, eat of my bread and drink of my wine.
Those who seek the Lord will enjoy goodness and lack nothing.
Be filled with the Spirit, singing to God and always giving thanks.
Jesus says: My flesh and blood are food and drink for eternal life.

August 22, Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Joshua 241-2a, 14-18
Psalm 34: 15-22
Ephesians 6:10-20
John 6:56-69

The Lord desires that the wicked turn away from evil, and live.
When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and rescues them..
Put on the whole armor of God; persevere in prayer for the saints.
A difficult teaching; yet Peter says Jesus has the words of eternal life.

August 29, Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
Psalm 15
James 1:17-27
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Observe God’s laws diligently; do not add to it or subtract from it.
Who may abide in God’s presence? Those who do what is right.
Every good gift comes from God; pure religion is to care for others.
A debate about authority and tradition; evil things come from within.

Opportunities for Study, Service & Fellowship
Stitch in Time
We will resume our craft time together
Tuesday, September 14, at 10 a.m.
Enjoy your summer!

FIESTA MEDALS
FOR SALE!
Patty McCurnin still has
fiesta medals for sale!
The proceeds from the
sale of these $10 medals
stays with the local
GDB club and helps to
pay the $500 cost of the
harness that the pups
need to guide their new
owners. To buy your
medal, call Patty’s cell
at 210-723-5405 or contact her at tessleyjane@gmail.com.

Social isolation has hit
our older adult communities hard. The pandemic
has made it twice as hard.
There are many older
individuals in San Antonio who are have no one
to turn to for support or reassurance. Silver Connect is a new program that offers older adults a chance to connect with friendly
volunteers for emotional support, reassurance and opportunities to
share life’s experiences and to feel engaged and connected through
sincere, lively and heartfelt conversation.
Oasis needs volunteers to take incoming calls from these people
who just want to talk or need to hear a friendly voice. Volunteers
can answer calls from the comfort of their home, from an app on
their cell phone that ensures privacy from their phone number
when the caller calls in. For more information, please call Ginny
Brown at 210-236-5954 or email at: gbrown@oasisnet.org. Flyers
are available in the narthex.
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INSTALLATION OF ELDERS
A special thank you to our new elders who were installed
on June 13 to serve on our church Session:

Class of 2023
Noella Kaytiare
Class of 2024
C.A. Aranda

Heather Ebert

Ethel Tero

Hannah Young

Return of the Choir
As approved by the Session, our choir will return
to service starting Sunday, August 1, 2021. Choir
members are asked to arrive at 9:30 a.m. to warm
up. We will be singing familiar anthems from our
repertoire during August. Our Wednesday evening choir rehearsals will resume after Labor Day,
starting September 8, 2021,
at 7 p.m. We will begin working on new choir music at that
time, along with relearning
familiar pieces. Looking forward to seeing everyone as we
transition to normal life once
again.
Our choir welcomes anyone who wishes to sing!

We will resume after Labor Day...join us
in the Blue Room or by Zoom at 11:00
a.m. and invite a friend!
Sept 9: All the Light We Cannot See
by Anthony Doerr
Oct 7: On Folly Beach by Karen White

Congregational News
SESSION NOTES
•

The International School of San Antonio is painting
and sprucing up the rooms in the childcare wing in
preparation for their grand opening in August.

•

Session agreed on new COVID protocols. Masks will
be strongly encouraged for unvaccinated people
and optional for others. Alternate pews will remain
roped off and other procedures will remain in place.
The situation will be reviewed in August.

•

The choir will resume singing for services in August
and begin rehearsals in September.

•

A Session retreat is scheduled for
August 21.
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FINANCIAL NEW$
Many thanks to those who keep their pledges current.
Our budget has remained stable with adequate funds,
mostly due to people maintaining their pledges. The
online donation system is available and working well for
those who wish to donate that way. If you wish to use
this service, go to our website and click on the donate
tab. The good news is that, as of August 1, the childcare
wing has been rented.

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer

Donna Amonett, Clerk of Session

MEMBERSHIP - Let’s Get to Know One Another Better
This month the Membership Committee is highlighting another one of our longtime members- Eleanor Egger.
Eleanor, as most of us know, was born in Scotland. She has one sister and a
nephew and niece who she visited often prior to the Covid pandemic. Her husband Roger was stationed in Scotland with the U.S. Air Force. They fell in love,
were married in Edinburgh, and lived there until he was transferred back to the
States in 1963. They moved to San Angelo, TX, which was a bit of a “shock”
for Eleanor. She said just about the only thing to do there was to go to the high
school football games. It was in San Angelo that Eleanor started working as a
hospital volunteer. (She has continued to do this throughout most of her adult
life and only stopped because of the pandemic.) From there, they moved to San
Antonio where they bought the house in which she currently lives. They were
here 10 months before Roger was transferred to Germany. They remained in Europe for three years. After they returned to San Antonio, Roger left the Air
Force but continued to work for the government doing his same job as a civilian, as the Director of Accounting and
Finance. They went overseas again, this time to Japan. After several years the couple returned to San Antonio, where
they remained until Roger retired. He passed away in 2011.
Eleanor has one daughter, Leslie, two stepsons and a stepdaughter. She has five grandchildren and eight greatgrandchildren.
Eleanor and Roger joined Oak Hills in 1969. Eleanor was raised in the Presbyterian Church in Scotland. When her
daughter was growing up, Eleanor taught Sunday School and has served on a number of committees over the years,
including Music and Worship. She served as an Elder on our church’s Session twice and worked faithfully for many
years on the church’s annual Garage Sale.
Along with her trips to Scotland, Eleanor has enjoyed traveling. She and her husband went on several cruises and had
multiple vacations to Hawaii. She is hopeful that travel to the UK will open up shortly so she can visit her family
again.

OHPC in Mission
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I want to thank your entire congregation for the amazing contribution you
made to the IWC Backpack Ministry. I
peeked into one bag today and you all
did a perfect job! I sent those right
down to the bus station and Travis
Park to be given out. Our immigrant
guests will be thrilled and so appreciative of the kind welcome you have given them. It is a blessing for them.
Thanks, too, for the extra supplies. We
can always use these!!
Linda Loman,
Interfaith Welcome Coalition

Pack the Packs
Party

You did it!
Thanks to all who contributed the required items, OHPC
was able to fill 50 backpacks
for the asylum seekers passing through our community.
Sharing the love of God in
this one small step means so
much to those who have so
little!

Picnic in the Hall
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Our “Picnic on the Grounds” became a “Picnic in the Hall”, but the 40
or so folks who attended had a wonderful time getting reacquainted!

July 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
12:30 Bridge

2

3

4

5

6

7
7 pm AA

8
12:30 Bridge

9

10

11

12

13

14
7 pm AA

15
12:30 Bridge

16

17

18

19

20

21
7 pm AA

22
12:30 Bridge

23

24

25

26

27

28
7 pm AA

29
12:30 Bridge

30

31

10:30 am Worship

10:30 am Worship

10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship

10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship

August 2021
Sun
1

9:30 Choir
10:30 am Worship

8

9:30 Choir
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Session

15

9:30 Choir

Mon
2

9

16

Tue
3

10

17

10:30 am Worship

22

9:30 Choir

23

10:30 am Worship

29

9:30 Choir

10:30 am Worship

30

24

Wed

Thu

4
7 pm AA

5

11
7 pm AA

12

18
7 pm AA

19

25
7 pm AA

26

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14

20

21

27

28

12:30 Bridge

12:30 Bridge

12:30 Bridge

7/3
7/6
7/9
7/9
7/9
7/12
7/14
7/15
7/16
7/19
7/23
7/23
7/24
7/29
7/30
7/31
7/31
8/1
8/1
8/2
8/3
8/3
8/4
8/10
8/15
8/15
8/16
8/17
8/19
8/20
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/28

Anne Hopkins
Ron Wilson
Mayra Lopez
Carol Telma Mabo
Joan Oei
Sherry Haglund
Greyson Clifton
Olivia Ebert
Coleman Oei
JoAnn Avalos
Musa Njifouota
Jane Smith
Lori Williams
Charles Mims
Hannah Moorman
Zakari Njifouota, Jr.
Betty Sneed
Maddie Clifton
Sydney Clifton
Vivian Ebert
Melanie Brown
Emerson Clifton
Ryan Chi II
Roberta Betts
Malik Njifouota
Mark Peterson
Eleanor Egger
Janice Barton
Steve Brown
Armando Lopez
Liz Elliott
Greg Nussel
Clotilde (Kuko) Fru
Cannon Clifton

12:30 Bridge

8/17 Chris & Rachael Huntley
8/20 David & Lori Vickers
8/21 Anjana & Bivinlal
Devasahayam
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God saw everything that he had made, and indeed,
it was very good.
Genesis 1:31

