
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h   
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y      

 

Beloved Family,  

 

I recently came across this blessing from one of my favorite authors, John O’Donohue. I thought it 

just may be the perfect way for us to start our new year; we could all use a little more beauty in our 

lives right now.  

A Blessing for Beauty 

May the beauty of your life become more visible to you, that you may glimpse your wild divinity. 

May the wonders of the earth call you forth from all your small, secret prisons 

and set your feet free in the pastures of possibilities. 

May the light of dawn anoint your eyes that you may behold what a miracle a day is. 

May the liturgy of twilight shelter all your fears and darkness within the circle of ease. 

May the angel of memory surprise you in bleak times 

with new gifts from the harvest of your vanished days. 

May you allow no dark hand to quench the candle of hope in your heart. 

May you discover a new generosity towards yourself, 

and encourage yourself to engage your life as a great adventure. 

May the outside voices of fear and uncertainty find no echo in you. 

May you always trust the urgency and wisdom of your own spirit. 

May the shelter and nourishment of all the good you have done, the love you have shown, 

the suffering you have carried, awaken around you to bless your life a thousand times. 

And when love finds the path to your door may you open like the earth to the dawn, 

and trust your every hidden color towards its nourishment of light. 

May you find enough stillness and silence to savor the kiss of God on your soul 

and delight in the eternity that shaped you, that holds you and calls you. 

And may you know that despite confusion, anxiety and emptiness, your name is written in Heaven. 

And may you come to see your life as a quiet sacrament of service, 

which awakens around you a rhythm where doubt gives way to the grace of wonder, 

where what is awkward and strained can find elegance,  

and where crippled hope can find wings,  

and torment enter at last unto the grace of serenity. 

May Divine Beauty bless you. 
 

As I read the blessing, I find my heart rate slowing and my breath deepening; perhaps it has the same 

effect on you. If any line in particular spoke to you, I would love to for you to share it with me. I 

hope each one of you is blessed with a beautiful 2021, whatever that may look like. And I am confi-

dent that soon we will be able to worship together, and that day will certainly be beautiful. 

 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael  
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

Can you imagine what it must have been like to see a star so bright 

in the heavenly sky?  Ponder and be blessed!  Lectionary passages 

are listed below for your reflection each week. 

 

January 3:  A Celebration of Epiphany  

Isaiah 60:1-6   Arise, shine; your light has come; the gory of the Lord appears. 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 May the king reign forever and deliver the needy.  

Ephesians 4:1-12   An ancient mystery is revealed; Gentiles are fellow heirs in Christ 

Matthew 2:1-12  Following a star, the wise men visit Jesus and bring him gifts.  
 

January 10:  Baptism of the Lord 

Genesis 1:1-5  Over the deep and formless waters, God speaks:  Let there be light.  

Psalm 29   Give glory to God; the voice of the Lord is over the waters.  

Acts 19:1-7    Paul baptizes new believers in Jesus’ name; they receive the Spirit. 

Mark 1:4-11   Jesus is baptized; the Spirit descends; a voice says:  You are my Son. 
 

January 17:  Second Sunday After Epiphany 

1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20) The boy Samuel hears God calling and replies:  Speak, Lord. 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 Oh Lord, you search me and surround e; I praise you. 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 Your body is a temple of the Spirit; you were bought with a price. 

John 1:42-51  Jesus calls Philip; Philip in turn calls Nathanael:  Come and see  
 

January 24:  Third Sunday After Epiphany 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10  God sends Jonah to Nieveh; the people repent and God forgives.  

Psalm 62:5-12  My soul waits in silence for God; God is my rock and salvation.  

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 The present world is passing away; let go of earthly attachments.  

Mark 1:14-20  Jesus calls four fisherman:  Simon, Andrew, James, and John 
 

January 31:  Fourth Sunday After Epiphany 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 The Lord says:  I will raise up a new prophet to speak my word. 

Psalm 111   Praise the Lord; the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom. 

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 Concerning food and idols:  knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 

Mark 1:21-28  Jesus cast out an unclean spirit; all are amazed at his authority. 
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January Events 

Book Club  
Begin the New Year with us!  On Thursday, 

January 7, we will be discussing Maye Musk’s 

book A Woman Makes a Plan.  The book is a 

short, easy and entertaining read outlining 

lessons Ms. Musk learned and the life          

experiences that contributed to that learning. 
 

 

Annual  
Congregational 
Meeting 
 

Sunday, January 31 
Plans for conducting the 
meeting will be emailed at a 
later date. 

NEW BIBLE STUDY ! 

Into the Light:  Finding Hope 

through Prayers of Lament 
 

Everyone is welcome to participate! 

In scripture, lament usually leads to hope. 

After crying out to God, the one who la-

ments remembers God. And while that 

doesn’t fix things in the moment—the in-

justice, the loss still exists—the lamenter is 

strengthened to face the world and to hope.  

The group will meet 

by Zoom on the first 

and third Wednesday, 

beginning January 20 

through May 19.  If 

you are interested, 

call the church office 

or Donna Amonett at 

210-467-5051.   

Mission Presbytery is holding a      

virtual retreat on the morning of     

Saturday, January 23. 

This will be a great opportunity to 

rejuvenate for a new year, without 

leaving  home! 

Click on the link below to register: 

New Year, New Normal?  

Although we do not have an orga-

nized PW Circle, OHPC can still be 

represented at the retreat! 

Calling all the women of OHPC! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdd4dYXPUEQsIopThK_HLKwBqa-eJUhTUdMlpkHY6DqV9tfzw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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FINANCIAL NEW$ 

Seasons Greetings! Thank you to all who contributed to OHPC 

in 2020. Even with the challenges of the past year, it appears 

that with special bequests, the government small business 

loan, reduction in personnel expenses (temporary secretary 

and custodial vacancies), and the faithful contributions of our 

congregation, we will end the year being able to add funds to 

our reserves.  These funds will help us address the unknown 

financial challenges of future years.  We are grateful for your 

generous giving, through both online 

donations and traditional check 

contributions. 
 

P. Jack Henson 
 Treasurer 

SESSION NOTES 
 Advent activity gifts of beeswax candle-making kits were 

delivered to families of school children. 

 The Joy Gift will be collected on Sunday, December 20. 

 We agreed to continue under the current budget for the 
next few months. 

 Although Our Little Hopes and Dreams Daycare has re-
ceived a city grant, Buildings and Grounds is working 
with the daycare to develop a month-to-month contract 
that will allow more flexibility as they weather the re-
mainder of the pandemic.   

 Robert Stull asked that anyone with projects for Rene 
Flores speak with Pastor Rachael or Robert. 

 

Donna Amonett 
Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our financial team is working diligently to        
prepare your contribution statements for 

2020.  Please be on the lookout in the latter 
part of January for your statement.                           

Thank you for your support! 

 

Thank you  
from Presbyterian Children’s Home and Services! 

 

Your generosity meant a bountiful Christmas morning for 
15 boys and girls aged 18 months to 16 years! Despite some 

initial hiccups resulting from (you guessed it) COVID, the 
Oak Hills Presbyterian family rallied and showed what the 

true Christmas spirit is all about.  
 

Ken Maynard delivering OHPC gifts to Banner Huggins,  
PCHAS Area Coordinator  

Thank you! Thank you! 

Lori Vickers thanks all those who sent card, notes, 
and words of encouragement during her recent        

recovery from surgery. 

The Carita Committee is tasked with reaching out to, and 
caring for our congregation.  Lori and her committee have 
been diligent about sending cards and notes to shut-ins 
and those who are undergoing difficult times.  During the 
pandemic, Lori has undertaken the additional task of 
reaching out to all  of us “shut in” by the virus.  Lori is 
grateful to the good folks of OHPC who turned the tables 
by sending her good wishes and wants to thank all of you! 
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There’s a new face in the church!  
Meet our new custodian—Rene Flores!  A San Antonio native, 
Rene has been active in the custodial field for sixteen years.  
Although he is currently also employed as head custodian at 
Storm Academy in SAISD, Rene has traveled all over Texas in 
his past position with Starbucks and also served on the custo-
dial staff at the Audie Murphy VA Hospital.  In his spare time 
(what little he has!), Rene follows sports, especially the Spurs 
and the Cowboys (of course!) and likes to spend time with his 
three children.  His  21-year-old daughter at Texas State is 
planning to become an Ob/Gyn.  His 19-year-old son is study-
ing business at Northwest Vista and his youngest son is a sen-
ior at Warren High School.  Rene says Oak Hills has welcomed 
him with open arms and he feels very much at home here.   

LET’S GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER BETTER 
 

This month, the membership committee is highlighting one 
of our current Session Elders—Docia Mabo.  

Most of us remember that Docia was a frequent liturgist dur-
ing our worship services prior to the pandemic. Born in 
Cameroon, Africa, Docia is one of 10 children (8 girls and 2 
boys). At the age of 11, she was sent to a private boarding 
school where she studied until completing high school.    
Docia said she was homesick quite a bit because she was 
away from home most of the year. However, she learned to 
be independent and developed good study habits which has 
helped her with her college studies. 

When she initially came to the US in 2016, Docia lived in 
Los Angeles, California, with her father. She moved to San 
Antonio a couple of years later, where many of her siblings 
were already living.  Nine of her 10 siblings are in the US 
(one is in Australia), and 6 of the 9 are in San Antonio. She 
recently graduated from Northwest Vista College and has 
been accepted to UTSA, where she will start the spring se-
mester, studying Accounting and Finance. She would like to 
eventually become a financial analyst. 

Docia is a very busy young lady. Along with school, she works as a team leader at a local Walmart store.  
When asked what she enjoys doing in her rare free time, she said she loves to paint and draw. She also taught 
herself to play piano on a keyboard her father had. 

Docia was introduced to OHPC by her sister, Asoh.  

We are blessed to have such a talented hard-working young person on our Session! 
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Hopefulness through Music 
 

I have recently received dozens of Christmas cards and notes from my 

friends acknowledging that 2020 has been rather difficult, while hoping 

2021 brings better times.  An attitude of hopefulness is so sorely needed 

in today’s polarized society as we traverse these most difficult of times.  

How can we build on hopefulness?   

 

As Christians, a key gateway to hopefulness is through the scriptures, ac-

cessed through common worship, prayer, and Bible study.  As your Choir Di-

rector and Organist, I have found a strong portal in our choir music.  

Friends, I so miss having our choir rehearse and sing!  Our beautiful music 

is replete with anthems reflecting hopefulness.  Consider the following 

significant scriptural passages contained in our anthem texts: 

 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. (Psalm 26:1) 
 
 
You have searched me, LORD, and you know me.  
(Psalm 139:1) 
 
 
And my God will meet all your needs according to the 
riches of his glory in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:19) 

 
 
 
 
But those who hope in the Lord will renew their 
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they 
will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not 
be faint. (Isaiah 40:31) 
 

 

 

I cannot wait for our choir to resume its work in 2021.  We will sing many 

wonderful pieces from our repertoire speaking of hopefulness for the fu-

ture.  We are hopeful that, once the pandemic is behind us, perhaps you 

will want to join our choir and sing with us! 

 

 

   And when the night is cloudy 
   There is still a light that shines on me 
   Shine on until tomorrow, let it be! 

Sir Paul McCartney, 3/6/1970 
 

Greg Nussel, 

 Organist and Music Director 
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January 2021 

Birthday blessings to: 
 

1/2   Dick Petitt 

    1/5   Ginger Jenson and Kelley Kelch 

1/7 Britton Clifton  

1/12 Lisa Harris  

1/16  Chris Myers 

1/22 Din Janvier 

1/26 Alex Davis 

1/30 Cindy Tschirhart 

1/31 Mia-Paris Bache 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

1/3 Cannon & Amy Clifton 
1/25 Tom & Joan Oei 

1/28 Dick & Kathy Petitt 
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Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
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