
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h   
R e v . R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y      

Beloved Family, 

It is a new year, and a new decade. I don’t know about you, but I can hardly  
believe that it is the year 2020. Growing up, the year 2020 was the stuff of    
science fiction books and movies. It seemed like 2020 would never actually   
arrive. Yet, somehow, here we are. 

Everywhere you turn, people are talking about resolutions and what they want 
to change in 2020. Motivational speakers and talk-show hosts and self-help  
gurus are all proclaiming that they have the secret to help us “lead our best 
lives,” and that they know just how to help us change our habits and become 
happier, skinnier, wealthier, whatever “-er” you want to be. On my first draft of 
this letter, even I offered helpful tips for how to maximize your year.  

And then I had a long talk with someone dear to me. She is at a rough spot in 
her life and although I had so much advice on the tip of my tongue, and so 
many ideas to offer her, I held back and discovered that the only words she 
needed to hear were, “you are enough, just as you are.”  

So during this time of goal-setting and promise-making, I offer those words to 
you:  

You are enough, just as you are. 

If you want to make resolutions, make them. They may, indeed, help you       
become healthier or happier or whatever “-er”. But know that you don’t need 
to make any changes at all in order to become worthy. You are a child of God, 
and that is enough. I hope that in 2020 you find more moments of peace. I 
hope that in 2020 you find more moments of self-acceptance. I hope that in 
2020 you find more moments of connection. I hope that in 2020 you find more 
moments of wonder. 

And I believe that OHPC is one of the places where you will find those           
moments. I think 2020 is going to be a great year for OHPC. Not because of all 
the things we will do and all the people we will help (although I pray we do 
wonderful things and help many people!), but because this is a place where 
you can feel God’s love, and where you are always welcome, just as you are. 

 

With love, 

Pastor Rachael  
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

Can you imagine what it must have been like to see 

a star so bright in the heavenly sky?  Ponder and be 

blessed!  Lectionary passages are listed below for 

your reflection each week. 
 

 

January 5:  Epiphany  

Jeremiah 31:7-14 God will bring the people home, turning their mourning into joy.  

Psalm 147:12-20  The word of the Lord goes forth; God fills us with good things.  

Ephesians 3:1-12 An ancient mystery is revealed; Gentiles are fellow heirs in Christ.  

Matthew 2:1-12 Following a star, wise men visit Jesus and bring him gifts.  
 

January 12:  Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 42:1-9  The Lord says: Here is my servant, my chosen, in whom I delight. 

Psalm 29  Give glory to God; the voice of the Lord is over the waters.  

Acts 10:34-43  Peter preaches: God shows no partiality; Jesus is Lord of all.  

Matthew 3:13-17 Jesus is baptized; the Spirit descends; a voice says: This is my Son.  
 

January 19:  Second Sunday After Epiphany 

Isaiah 49:1-7 The servant of the Lord is given as a light to the nations.  

Psalm 40:1-11 I waited for the Lord, who saved me; now I sing God’s praise.  

1 Corinthians 1:1-9  Paul writes to the church at Corinth, giving thanks for God’s grace.  

John 1:29-42 John says Jesus is the Lamb of God; Jesus calls Andrew and Peter.  
 

January 26:  Third Sunday After Epiphany 

Isaiah 9:1-4 Light shines on those who walk in darkness; the people rejoice.  

Psalm 27:1, 4-9 The Lord is my light and salvation; therefore I am not afraid.  

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 Paul calls for unity and proclaims the message of the cross.  

Matthew 4:12-23 Jesus calls four disciples: Follow me, and you will fish for people.  
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January Events 

Stitch in Time 
Join us on Tuesday, January 7, at 10 a.m., in Fellowship 

Hall, as we gather together to craft various projects for 

those in need.  If you know someone who might enjoy the 

company, invite them along…the more the merrier! For 

more information, please call Joan Williams at                  

210-349-2916. 

            
 

 

 

 

Book Club  

Begin the New Year with us!  We 

meet in the Blue Room on the 2nd 

Tuesday of the month at 11:15 a.m.   

Jan 8    The Water Dancer  

by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

 
 

I find television very educating. Every time 
somebody turns on the set, I go into the     

other room and read a book.. 
 – Groucho Marx  

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

Sunday, January 26 
Immediately following morning worship 
 

Members, please make plans to join us for this 
meeting to hear reports from your church committees and staff        
regarding the 2019 year. 

Annual Remembrance Service 

Sunday, January 26 

Join us for this special day to                
remember all of those who have 
passed away that we hold in our 

memories. 

Sunday Fellowship Hour 
 

The volunteer calendar for 2020 is available; please sign up for the Sunday of your choice. The calendar is posted in 
the main hallway at the bulletin board. Hosts are asked to provide a light snack for about 40-45 people to enjoy as 
they spend some time in fellowship.  Please feel free to use your imagination; this is an excellent opportunity to try 
out that new or old snack recipe.  Also, there are many food items you may use in our       
kitchen pantry.  If you have any questions, please see Robert Stull or call the church office. 
 

Many have offered donations – those are greatly appreciated.        

And thanks to those who have hosted the Sunday Reception. 

Join us after worship             
Sunday, January 5, as we take 
down the greens.  Any help 
will be greatly appreciated.   

 

Many hands make light the work! 
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P a g e  4  

FINANCIAL NEW$ 

Seasons Greetings! Thank you to all who contributed to OHPC 

in 2019. We are currently in a deficit which the session knew 

would be the case when they adopted the budget last 

January. The costs of operating the church business are 

increasing, and we have had some bad surprises this year. The 

good news is that we have reserves to cover the short fall, but 

this cannot continue. I urge all to prayerfully consider 

increasing your contributions through the year as you can. 

Thanks to all of you who have been so generous to OHPC.  
 

P. Jack Henson 
 Treasurer 
 

 

SESSION NOTES 
• The new  electronic sign has been ordered and should 

be installed before the end of the month.  

• Our members from Cameroon will teach a few songs 
from their services during Fellowship Hour the last   
Sunday of each month. These songs will then be used in 
worship during the following weeks.  

• Fellowship Hour hosts can sign up on the new roster in 
the Fellowship notebook.  

• A 30-minute CPR/defibrillator training will be scheduled 
for January or February after Fellowship Hour. Everyone 
is welcome to attend.  

 

Donna Amonett 
Clerk of Session 

Congregational News 

BUILDING & GROUNDS 
Rules Review 
As we begin a new year, we are asking for your assistance in 
maintaining our facility.  This will ensure nice space is         
available for the many that use the premises and support the            
volunteers that help in cleaning and preserving our building.  
A brief review of some of our basic rules. 
• No food or drink is allowed in the sanctuary or narthex. 
• Take a few minutes to clean up behind yourself. 

• Label items you leave in the kitchen; label food with the 
date and the owner’s name. 

• Do not forget to come by the kitchen and retrieve items 
you have left behind. 

Your Help is Appreciated 
As you think about “New Year Resolutions” let me                
encourage you to join an OHPC Committee.  All committees 
can use your assistance, from helping hands to new ideas.  
No special skills are required, just a willingness to maintain or 
improve life here at OHPC.  Volunteer to work with the      
Fellowship Committee or Building & Grounds (two             
committees near and dear to me) or any of the others. Just 
ask or send a note to the church office that you are              
interested.  We will get back to you and get you started.   
Even if you do not serve on a committee, volunteer to assist 
with some of the many tasks being performed weekly.   
Thanks! 

Robert Stull 
Fellowship and B&G Chair 

A Delightful Afternoon at Jack’s 
A heartfelt thanks goes out to Jack Henson who opened his home last 

month and fed 25 appetites.  After we dined on his delicious             

home-cooking, we enjoyed the much-loved and very fun White Elephant 

gift exchange. There was much laughter and fellowship going around. All 

of the funds that were raised went to the church’s general fund. Thank 

you, Jack, for your amazing hospitality and delicious food! And many 

thanks go to  Lori Vickers, Sherry Haglund, and Cristie Rethman for their 

help with kitchen duty, and assistance in the White Elephant gift          

exchange—you are priceless! 
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This month, the membership committee is highlighting our 
new Church Office Administrator, Kendra Larson.  

 

There’s a new face in the church office!  

Kendra was born and raised in San Antonio. She attended O’Connor 
High School in Helotes. She has plans to go back to college when the 
time is right so she can further her education. She has 2 sons; Braxton 
who is 7 and in 2nd grade, and Barrett who is 5 and will be starting  
Kindergarten in the fall of 2020.  

Kendra said that she and the boys love outdoor activities. They enjoy 
taking short trips around Texas and try to get in at least one vacation to the beach every summer.  

She has extended family, including grandparents in the San Antonio area and spends as much time 
with them as possible.  

When she has time, she loves to write. This is something she has enjoyed since childhood.  

Prior to her new position at OHPC, Kendra worked as the office manager for an animal hospital.  

Please stop in and say hello during the week, and welcome Kendra to our OHPC family!  

 

Dear Beloved OHPC Family,  

As I reflect on my 8 1/2 years with you, I cannot help but 
think of the beautiful verses on 1 Corinthians 12 that depict 
the church as the body of Christ: 

“The human body has many parts, but the many parts make 
up one whole body. So it is with the body of Christ (verse 
12). This makes for harmony among the members, so that all 
the members care for each other. If one part suffers, all the 
parts suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts 
are glad. All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of 
you is a part of it” (verses 25-27).  

Thank you for all of the cards (I’ve reread them over many times); for the hugs, sweet words and 
lovely surprises during my last week; the beautiful paperweight and renaming the Pastor’s Pantry to 
Cristie’s Pantry– all of the above have touched my heart beyond words and I will always cherish each 
of you. My time at OHPC has truly been a blessing and it is because I was privileged to be a part of a 
ministry that involved both amazing volunteers and staff that worked together as a team to share the 
love of Jesus.  

Keep shining as the body of Christ to all! 

With love,  

Cristie 
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Our financial team is working diligently to        
prepare your contribution statements for 2019.  

Please be on the lookout in the latter part of 
January for your statement.                            

Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday, February 2, will be “Soup-er” Bowl 

Sunday.  On this special Sunday, we will have a 

soup pot available in the narthex where you 

can contribute cash or checks to help the 

homeless.  These funds will support Under the 

Bridge Feeding of the Homeless coordinated 

by Michael Jenson. 

Many thanks to all who made December a     

beautiful month to remember! You sponsored 

25 children from the Angel Tree. You made the 

sanctuary beautiful with poinsettias. The      

Annual Christmas Dinner provided fun,            

fellowship, and a fabulous meal. The Choir   

lifted our hearts with The Christmas Cantata-

Seekers of the Light.  Let us continue to shine 

with Christ’s love throughout 2020! 

A special thank you to all 
of you that attended the 

2019 Christmas Dinner on           
December 7th.  A good 

time was had by all.  We 
appreciate the many 

thank you’s and            
compliments for an       

excellent meal.  
 

The staff that prepared the evening ranged in age from 9 
to 80 something.  A special thank you goes out to         

everyone who made the night possible and enjoyable for 
all. The most amazing thing is that with all the hard work, 

the staff that pulled it together actually enjoyed        
themselves.   

 

Thanks, Peace and Love to all of you, 
Robert Stull 

NEW BIBLE STUDY COMING! 
 

Love Carved in Stone, the Horizons Bible study of the Ten Commandments will begin Wednesday,  January 15.  We 

will meet the first and third Wednesday each month through May, from 6-7 pm. Study guides will be provided. If 

you are interested and have not already done so, please contact Donna Amonett at 210-467-5051 or the office.   

All are welcome to participate! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

7 pm AA 

2 

6:30pm Building & 
Grounds 

3 4 

 

5 

9:15 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am  Fellowship, Taking 
down of the greens  

11:45 am Confirmation Class 

6 

6:30 pm Bridge 

7 

10 am Stitch in Time 

11:15 am Book Club 

8 

 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

9:15 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am  Fellowship 

12:15 pm Session 

13 

 
6:30 pm Bridge 

14 

 

15 

 

7 pm  Choir 

7 pm AA 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship  
11:45 am Confirmation Class 

20 
 

6:30 pm Bridge 

21 

 

22 

 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

23 24 

 

25 

26     Remembrance             
               Sunday 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am  Fellowship 
 

27 

6:30 pm Bridge 

28 

 

29 

 

7 pm Choir 

7 pm AA 

30 31  

Annual Congregational Meeting                          
<—following worship on January 26 

January 2020 

Birthday blessings to: 
 

1/1    Pat Livesay 

1/2   Dick Petitt 

1/5   Ginger Jenson 

1/6   Rob Harris 

1/12 Lisa Harris  

1/13 Kelly Mantle 

1/16  Chris Myers 

1/20 Alita Cooper 

1/26 Alex Davis 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

1/2   Pat & Carolyn Livesay 

1/3 Cannon & Amy Clifton 

1/24 Bart & Maurene Stanton 

1/25 Tom & Joan Oei 

1/28 Dick & Kathy Petitt 
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Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
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