
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h   
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y     

 

Beloved Family, 

 

The month of February is upon us and soon we will be inundated with images of 
hearts and candy and flowers. The frivolity of Valentine’s Day can be fun (and we 
could probably all use some frivolity right now!), but I encourage you to also 
think a little more deeply about what love means to you and how it affects your 
life. I am a fan of the late mystic Thomas Merton, and would like to share three of 
his quotes about love. Perhaps choose one to focus on during this short month, 
reading it every day and noticing if the meaning changes for you by the time 
March 1st arrives.  

 

“Love is our true destiny. We do not find the meaning of life by ourselves alone. 
We find it with another.” 

 

“The beginning of love is to let those we love be perfectly themselves, and not to 
twist them to fit our own image. Otherwise, we love only the reflection of our-

selves we find in them.” 

 

“Our job is to love others without stopping to inquire whether or not they are wor-
thy. That is not our business, and in fact, it is nobody’s business. What we are 
asked to do is to love, and this love itself will render both ourselves and our 

neighbors worthy if anything can.” 

 

I hope everyone has a February full of love, whether or not you have a traditional 

Valentine with whom to share it. As always, I welcome any thoughts you have on 

the quotes above and please let me know if you choose one to reflect upon daily. 

 

Always with love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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Morning Worship, 10:30 AM 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 6      Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13)  Isaiah sees the Lord in the temple and says, “Woe is me!  I am lost.”  
Psalm 138   I give you thanks, O Lord; I bow down toward your holy temple. 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11  Christ died for our sins, was buried, and was raised on the third day. 
Luke 5:1-11   A miraculous catch of fish; Peter says, “Lord, I am a sinful man!”  
 

February 13     Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
Jeremiah 17:510  Curses and blessings; those who trust in the Lord are like trees. 
Psalm 1   Happy are those who delight in God’s law, like trees by the water.  
1 Corinthians 15:12-20 If there is no resurrection of the dead, our faith has been in vain. 
Luke 6:17-26   In his sermon on the plain, Jesus speaks of blessings and curses. 
 
 

February 20  Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
Genesis 42:3-11, 15  Joseph tells his brothers, “God sent me before you to preserve life.” 
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40  Trust in the Lord and do good; you will live in the land and be secure. 
1 Corinthians 15:35-38,  How are the dead raised?  There is a spiritual body, raised in glory. 
     42-50 
Luke 6:27-38   Jesus says, “Love your enemies.  Be merciful.  Do not judge, but forgive.” 
 
  

February 27  Transfiguration of the Lord 
Exodus 34:29-35  Moses returns from Sinai with the law, and his face is shining. 
Psalm 99   The Lord is holy, a lover of justice; worship at God’s mountain. 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:1  With unveiled faces, we see the glory of the Lord reflected. 
Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a)  On a mountaintop, Jesus is transfigured; God says:  This is my Son. 
 

“Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, 

be courageous, be strong. Let all 

that you do be done in love.” 

1 Corinthians 16:13-14 
Bible passages are listed for your reflection each week. 

Annual Congregational 
Meeting 

 

Sunday, February 6 

Please plan to stay for a short meeting after worship in 
order to review the annual report. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=heart+clipart&view=detailv2&&id=B806C9BC15EFE905B623E3C399737DC38D1B4ADC&selectedIndex=143&ccid=rw6I0AWW&simid=608043761262789596&thid=OIP.Maf0e88d00596f435dcf7abb9a1a9748dH0
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   BIBLE STUDY! 

Join us for our journey of Apocalyptic Hope 
for Today as we explore the enigmatic book 
of Revelation.  During the month of Febru-
ary, we will discover hymns of hope in      

Revelation 7 and 8. 

February 9 and 23 

5 PM in the library 

All are welcome to participate! 

 

 

 

 

Join us at 11 AM in the library or on Zoom the 
third Thursday of each month as we dive into a new 

book.   

The Last Thing He Told Me 

By best-selling author Laura Dave 

Hannah thinks she has found the love of her life—until he 

disappears.  She and her step-daughter Bailey (who wants 

absolutely nothing to do with her new step-mother) set out 

to find out what happened to Michael and who he really is.  

  Join us on February 17 for a discussion                    

of this gripping mystery. 

Upcoming books: 

       March 17:  Camino Island, John Grisham 

       April 21:  Killing Jesus, Bill O’Reilly 

       May 19:  The World Played Chess, Robert Dugoni 

Souper Bowl Sunday 
 
The Souper Bowl of Caring empowers and unites 
communities to tackle hunger using the energy of the 
Big Game. It began in 1990 with a simple prayer said by Reverend Brad Smith 
at Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in Columbia, South Carolina: 
 
“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be mindful 

of those who are without a bowl of soup to eat.
”
 

 
We are asking for food and/or monetary contributions from each of you, to benefit CAM (Christian Assis-
tance Ministry). From now through Sunday, February 13, donation bins will be available in the Narthex to 
collect your donations. Please bring non-perishable food items, such as: 
 
 Peanut Butter – Rice – Pasta – Canned Goods – or Monetary Gifts 

 

Oh Yes, February 13
th
 is “Super Bowl”   

Sunday. Kickoff is scheduled for 5:30 p.m.  
We will follow our recent tradition of filling out 
your Super Bowl prediction sheet. Watch for 
the form and show us how much you know 
about football.   

This is for fun only; no betting allowed. 

OHPC in Mission 

Time to Start Building Habitat House! 

The Presbyterian Cluster build begins February 4.  A description of our Saturday workdays 
is on the church bulletin board.  To receive an email for the signupgenius website, please 
contact Connie at cdurocher51@gmail.com. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spring_Valley_Presbyterian_Church
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FINANCIAL NEW$ 
 

The annual report provides the financial condition of 
the church and the 2022 budget.  We ended the year 
with a slight deficit in income versus expense. 
  

Your contribution statements for 2021 will be provided 
the last Sunday of the month or will be mailed by 
January 31.  If you have questions, please contact me or 
the office. 
 

Thank you for your faithful giving 
and support of OHPC. 
 
 

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

SESSION NOTES 
• Approved the 2022 budget 

• Session will provide lunch for the Presbyterian 
Cluster Habitat build, preferable March 26. 

• Fellowship will be planning events for Super 
Bowl Sunday. 

• We will continue to require masks in the pews, 
but the choir can sing without masks. 

• To avoid conflicts, all event dates should be sub-
mitted to the office for inclusion 
on a master  calendar. 

 

     Donna Amonett,  
     Clerk of Session 

Congregational News  

 

This month the Membership Committee is         
highlighting our newest members—                        

Clara and Lesley Brown.   

The Browns moved to San Antonio about seven months ago from 
Lake Worth, TX. 

Clara was born in Oklahoma City and went to OU. She studied So-
cial Work, and her first job following graduation was at the Buckner 
Children’s Home in Dallas.  She met her husband Lesley at this time. 
After receiving a master’s degree in Child Development, she held 
several positions including working for the Head Start Program. 

Lesley was born in Fort Worth but grew up in Dallas. He studied at 
the University of TX in Arlington and UT Dallas. He is a retired registered pharmacist. He spent 6 years with the 
94th General Hospital Army Reserves. 

The Browns have been married for 53 years. They have one son, Toby who lives in San Antonio and they have two 
grandchildren. Toby got an undergraduate degree from Baylor and then attended a Presbyterian Seminary. He 
served as a pastor for 10 years and is now a teacher. 

Lesley has an unusual hobby of collecting old fountain pens and researching their history. He also has a train collec-
tion. Clara enjoys attending antique shows. 

The Browns love to travel, especially by train. They have traveled by train in Canada, Pennsylvania, Missouri, and 
New York. 

The Browns were members of the Spring Creek United Methodist Church. When they moved to San Antonio, they 
visited a number of churches. Clara said they were looking for a church with a traditional service that didn’t start at 
8:00 in the morning.  

 

Please take time to welcome the Browns, so they can get to know all of us as well. 

Let’s Get to Know One Another 
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    PIPE DREAMS 
 
Every church organist seems to have a career aspiration to shepherd his or her church to 
build a new pipe organ.  The work is very involved, from design, fund raising, soliciting 
bids, awarding a contract, and installing a finished product. At OHPC, this task was under-

taken by two of my predecessors.  Elaine King, OHPC’s first organist, led the move in 1971 for Rubin Frels 
to build a small tracker organ of 890 pipes for the church.  The organ was still in good condition when John 
Lile became the organist in 1978, but over the years it deteriorated.  By 2001, the Frels organ had seen better 
days, and the Session eventually approved its replacement. John Lile helped design the organ of 1600 pipes 
by John Ballard and was thrilled with its 2004 dedication.  Choir members referred to the organ as “John’s 
Baby,” and when I began at OHPC five years ago, they questioned who was this person playing on “John’s 
Baby.”  Drama often accompanies the quest for a new organ. 

 

The most famous organ acquisition story in American history 
occurred at the famous Riverside Church in Manhattan, NY.  
The church had appointed the gifted virtuoso Virgil Fox as or-
ganist in 1946, and Virgil immediately began a campaign to 
replace the aged Hook and Hastings pipe organ.  His oppor-
tunity arrived on Easter Sunday 1951, with 4000 worshipers in 
attendance, including General and Mrs. Dwight D. Eisenhow-
er, the guests of Mr. and Mrs. John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 
 

As the choir finished its glorious anthem, three notes on the 
loudest stop of the organ – the Festival Tuba – continued to 
play.  The sound was so deafening the Senior Pastor, the 
famed Rev. Dr. Robert J. McCracken, was unable to start his 
sermon.  When an assistant moved to shut down the organ 

blowers, Virgil brushed away his hand, saying, “Don’t touch a thing! This is an answer to a prayer!” 
 

Instead, the great Virgil Fox – replete in choir robe and cape – moved from the bench, walked in front of the 
chancel past the Pastor, then entered the pipe chamber lit with cheap fluorescent lights.  In full view of the 
congregation, Virgil removed the offending pipes from the windchests and carried them across the chancel.  
After this spectacle, Dr. McCracken delivered his Easter sermon. 
 

At the end of the service, Mr. Rockefeller bolted through the curtained doorway behind the console.  
“Virgil,” Mr. Rockefeller inquired, “what is it we need?”  “A new organ,” Virgil calmly replied.   Mr. 
Rockefeller wrote a very large check. 
 

At OHPC, we are truly blessed because our organ   
remains in excellent condition. Now named after John 
Lile, the generosity of the congregation permits main-
taining our fine organ to a high standard, a task in-
cluded in my job description.  We have been able to 
upgrade our choir room piano, receive the amazing 
Egger memorial Yamaha organ for the choir’s fun, 
and install a chime set.  And “John’s Baby” continues 
to be heard each week.  Life is Gift – Life is Blessing 
– and we are fortunate! 
 

Greg Nussel 
Organist and Choirmaster 
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This time of year we are busy at the International School of San Anto-
nio preparing for the Lunar New Year (often called Spring Festival). 
The kids in all of our classes are learning about the year of the tiger 
and making traditional handicrafts. Of course it is especially important 
for the children enrolled in our Chinese program. Our Chinese teachers 
have been hard at work preparing a special performance for our school 
celebration. We will be welcoming the year 
of the tiger on Saturday, January 29 at 
11pm! More information is on our web-
site: https://issatx.com/event/lunar-new-
year-2022/#tribe-tickets. 

 

 

 

A student in our Chinese program making a plum blossom art project. 

Did you know…? 
Although the origins of our modern-day Valentine’s Day are rather murky, it may 
have evolved from the Christianization of an ancient Roman celebration.   

The Romans celebrated the feast of Lupercalia in February—the 13th to the 15th, to be exact. The men sacrificed a 
goat and a dog, then whipped women with the hides of the animals they had just slain. Noel Lenski, a historian at 
the University of Colorado at Boulder, reports that women would actually line up for the men to hit them, believing 
that this would make them fertile. 

In the 3rd century, Emperor Claudius executed two men, both named Valentine, on February 14 of different years. 
The Catholic Church later dedicated the day to the lives of these martyred saints who had ministered to the early 
Christians, calling it Saint Valentine’s Day. 

Later, in the 5th century, Pope Gelasius I combined St. Valentine's Day with Lupercalia to expel the pagan rituals.   
Around the same time, the Normans celebrated Galatin's Day. Galatin meant "lover of women." That was likely 
confused with St. Valentine's Day at some point, in part because they sound alike.  During the Middle Ages, it was 
commonly accepted that February 14 was the day birds mated, and the English poet Geoffrey Chaucer penned 
“Parliament of Foules” in which he wrote,  

“For this was sent on Synt Valentyne’s day 

Whan every foul cometh ther to choose his mate.” 
 

While there are a variety of early traditions, one claims Saint Valentine, one of the martyrs, restored sight to the 
daughter of his jailer.  A later 18th-century addition to the legend stated that a letter he wrote to the jailer’s daugh-
ter before his execution was signed “Your Valentine.”  Although written valentines were not known until the 

1400’s, by the Middle Ages, valentine greetings were common. 

Whatever the origins of the celebration we now call Valentine’s 
Day, it’s a good time to honor and celebrate those we cherish.  

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=volunteers+needed+for+fellowship+hour+images&view=detailv2&&id=053BFE2CBEA83A443032BDF056CBC93137316D84&selectedIndex=26&ccid=76bNZldL&simid=608049872373746922&thid=JN.N6J3eAEtFLYtu%2f3vKIzfcw
https://issatx.com/event/lunar-new-year-2022/#tribe-tickets
https://issatx.com/event/lunar-new-year-2022/#tribe-tickets
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=heart+clipart&view=detailv2&&id=B806C9BC15EFE905B623E3C399737DC38D1B4ADC&selectedIndex=143&ccid=rw6I0AWW&simid=608043761262789596&thid=OIP.Maf0e88d00596f435dcf7abb9a1a9748dH0
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February 2022 

All you need is love.                
But a little chocolate               

now and then doesn't hurt.  

Birthday blessings 
to: 

2/3    C.A. Aranda 

2/4    Josephine Davis 

2/5    Bette Kleitches 

2/5    Lori Vickers 

2/7 Clara Brown 

2/7    Janis Williams 

2/9    Charlie Redd 

2/10   Cynthia Fru 

2/10   Michael Jenson 

2/11    Barry Stevens 

2/12   Jan Hamill 

2/13   Tom Oei 

2/14   Elinor James 

2/16 Karen Seal 

2/23  Hayward James 

2/25  Julie Schneider 

2/25  Dick Elliott 

2/28   Heather Ebert 

 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2/14   Asoh Mabo & Jonas Njifouta 

2/20   Geraldine & Marshall Besecker 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=presidents+day+images&view=detailv2&qpvt=presidents+day+images&id=51C0A770AF18FE90A097B20686C2F07FF8F0B028&selectedIndex=12&ccid=V1fFfDBz&simid=608017591574005985&thid=OIP.M5757c57c3073482e33dbb11849e83adaH0


Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
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