
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h   
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y     

Beloved Family, 

As I sit here and ponder what to write for the latest issue of the Oak Branch, I am struck 
by a thought I often have: I wish I weren’t the only pastor here. This thought arises, not 
because I feel over-worked or because I am bored by my vocation or because I am tired 
of writing newsletters and sermons. It arises for one simple reason: I wish you had more 
voices to listen to. I do my best to consider multiple angles, to remain open-minded, to 
put myself in another’s shoes. But at the end of the day, I can only bring to my writing 
and to my speaking the experiences I have personally had and the ideas that I can imag-
ine. And I want more than that for you! Giving you the opportunity to hear from alter-
nate voices is the main reason that I utilize the presbytery’s offering of a guest preacher 
on the 3rd Sunday of every month. It is why I love when church members step in as guest 
pastors when I am away.  
  

So in the spirit of listening to other voices, and in honor of Black History Month, I am 
choosing to center this newsletter around celebrating Black theologians and ministry 
leaders who have, in some way, shaped my path or caused me to think differently. I 
hope you will look over this list and be inspired to check out one of their books from the 
library, download them on your Kindle, follow them on Instagram, or listen to their pod-
casts. (I have kept this list quite brief; happy to share more names upon request.) 
 

Katie Cannon   Latasha Morrison 
James Cone   Howard Thurman  
Lisa Sharon Harper  Desmond Tutu 
Osheta Moore  Delores Williams 

 

I hope that some of what you read or hear leads you to consider some matters of faith in 
a new light. When I entered seminary, I had never given much thought to the authors of 
the textbooks I was studying. I figured that theology was theology and it did not matter 
if nearly all the theologians who are typically studied are white and male. But of course 
it matters! It matters because our faith is shaped by WHO we are. For example, people 
learn different lessons from the story of the prodigal son, often depending on with whom 
they most identify: the father, the older son, or the younger son. Mary’s story of giving 
birth to Jesus meant one thing to me before I became a mother, but took on new mean-
ing once I had my own children. No one’s experience with God and scripture is better 
than anyone else’s…but they are different.  I am choosing to highlight Black leaders in 
this letter, but I hope you will go on to explore theology written by Asian Americans, by 
people with disabilities, by members of the LGBTQ+ community, by people who grew 
up in a different faith and converted…and feel free to call or email me if you need rec-
ommendations!  
 

February is the month of love, and I think honoring the diversity with which God creat-
ed humankind is a beautiful way to show love. I think honoring the different paths that 
God’s children travel is a beautiful way to show love. I think valuing our neighbor’s 
faith journey as much as we value our own is a beautiful way to show love.  
 

Always with love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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Morning Worship, 10:30 AM 

Ash Wednesday service, 1:00 PM on February 17  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 7      Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 40:21-31   Have you not heard?  The Lord strengthens those who are weak.  
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c   Sing praise to the Lord, who gathers, heals, and feeds us. 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 Paul says:  Everything I do is for the sake of proclaiming the gospel.  
Mark 1:29-39    Jesus heals many people; in the morning he steals away to pray.  
 

 

February 14      Transfiguration of the Lord 
2 Kings 2:1-12   After crossing the Jordan, Elijah ascends to  heaven in a chariot. 
Psalm 50:1-6    From the storm and fire, God calls:  Gather up my faithful ones.  
1 Corinthians  4:3-6   We know the glory of God through the face of Jesus Christ. 
Mark 9: 2-9    On a high mountain with Moses and Elijah, Jesus is transfigured. 
 

February 17       Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 The day of the Lord is coming; return to God with all your heart. 
  or Isaiah 58:1-12 The fast God chooses:  do justice, release captives, help the poor. 
Psalm 51: 1-17  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new spirit within me. 
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 Be reconciled to God in Christ; now is the day of salvation. 
Matthew 6:1-6; 16-21  Don’t flaunt your fasting and prayer; store up treasures in heaven. 
 

February 21  First Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 9:8-17  God’s covenant with  Noah:  I will never again flood the whole earth. 
Psalm 2 5:1-10  Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord; do not remember my sin. 
1 Peter 3: 19-22 The flood of former days prefigures the sacrament of baptism. 
Mark 1:9-15  After his baptism, Jesus is tested in the wilderness for forty days. 
 

February 28  Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16  God’s covenant with Abraham:  I will make of you a great nation. 
Psalm 22:23-31   In the great congregation I will praise the Lord, my deliverer. 
Romans 4:13-25  Abraham’s faith was recorded to him as righteousness by God. 
Mark 8:31-38   Jesus says:  Deny yourselves; take up your cross and follow me. 
  or Mark 9:2-9 On a high mountain with Moses and Elijah, Jesus is transfigured. 

This month, we move from the season of Epiphany 
through the transfiguration of the Lord and into the 
season of Lent—an incredible journey! 
 
Bible passages are listed for your reflection each 
week. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=heart+clipart&view=detailv2&&id=B806C9BC15EFE905B623E3C399737DC38D1B4ADC&selectedIndex=143&ccid=rw6I0AWW&simid=608043761262789596&thid=OIP.Maf0e88d00596f435dcf7abb9a1a9748dH0
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   NEW BIBLE STUDY! 
 

“When we lament, we move from suffering to faith.                                                      

In our faith there is hope.  We lament in order to hope.” 

Into the Light:  Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament, the Horizons Bible study 

will be held by Zoom the first and third  Wednesday each month through May, 

from 6-7 pm. Study guides will be provided. If you are interested and have not   

already done so, please contact Donna Amonett at                                                     

210-467-5051  or call the church office.   

We love good books!                                                          
Join us at 11 AM on Zoom the first Thursday of each 

month as we dive into a new book.   
 

On February 4, we will be discussing The Dearly Beloved, by 
Cara Wall.  James and Lily, Charles and Nan—four very 
different people with very divergent views of life and faith—
meet in 1963 when the two men are called to co-pastor Third 
Presbyterian Church in Greenwich Village.  The novel develops 
their characters and relationships from their early lives through 
the decades of courtship, marriage, work, friendship, and grief. 

 

Our book for March 4 will be Deacon King Kong, by James 
McBride.  Follow the antics and tribulations of Deacon 
“Sportcoat” King Kong and his fellow inhabitants of the  Cause 
Houses after he shoots the projects’ most ruthless drug dealer in 
front of everyone and tries to find the Christmas Club money 
the folks of Five Ends Baptist Church left with his late wife for 
safe-keeping. 
 

Titles for future dates include: 

April 1:  The 7 1/2 Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle, by Stuart Turton 

May 6:  American Dirt, by Jeanine Cummins 

 

Ash  
Wednesday 

Service 
 

February 17 
                      1:00 p.m. 

 

Please join us online for this 

special mid-week service as we 

begin our journey into Lent.                                     

 

 

 

 

 

Oak Hills has a prayer chain!   

Ginger Jenson maintains a listing 
of members willing to pray for 
the needs of our members and 

friends.  When she gets a prayer 
request, she calls the first member 

of each of five prayer groups, 
who in turn each call the next 
member of their group.  The 

group is always glad for more 
prayer partners.  So, if you would 
like to be part of this mission or if 

you have a prayer request, give 
Ginger a call!  Her home number 
is 210-681-0181 and her cell is       

210-854-9205. 
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FINANCIAL NEW$ 
 

The annual report provides the financial condition of 
the church and the 2021 budget.  Thanks to your 
continued donations, the Payment Protection Program 
loan, a grant from the Presbytery, and a special 
donation, we finished 2020 with a surplus which will be 
added to our reserve funds for the future.  
  
Your contribution statements for 2020 will be mailed by 
January 31.  If you have questions, 
please contact me or the office. 
 
Thank you for your faithful giving 
and support of OHPC. 

 
 

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 
 

SESSION NOTES 
• Approved the 2021 budget 

• Approved the Personnel Committee’s recom-
mendation of salary increases for Greg Nussell, 
Director of Music and Pastor Rachael Huntley 

• Approved a month-to-month contract amend-
ment through June for Our Little Hopes and 
Dreams Daycare 

• Several members, along with Pastor Rachael will 
be attending Zoom sessions presented by the 
Synod relating to online worship and maintain-
ing congregational communication. 

• The annual congregational meeting will be held 
by Zoom on January 31. 

 

     Donna Amonett,  
     Clerk of Session 

Congregational News and Thanksgiving 

Thank you to eve-
ryone who called 
and sent cards    
after my recent 
surgery.  It really 
lifted my spirits.  I 
can’t wait to see all 
of you and hug you 
again! 

Betty Kleitches 

                                

STITCH IN TIME 
 

I would like to take this  
opportunity to thank six 
wonderful ladies for their 

hard work, who spent the year stitching        
together some of the most BEAUTIFUL hats 
and scarfs for the homeless. These special la-
dies Joan Williams, Bette Kleitches, Debbie 
Kleitches, Lori Vickers, Anne Speights, and 
Joy Eckbreth did another amazing job. I'm 
happy to say, every single piece was handed 
out to the needy, and believe me it brought a 
smile to all who benefited from their hard 
work! What a blessing these Ladies are to peo-
ple in need. Thank You from the bottom of my 
heart for another job well done!  
 

In Christ’s Love, 

Michael Jenson 

THANKS and BLESSINGS 

We properly recognize our Star Soloist each 
Sunday, Ann Stull, for her delightful work.  
When we had to forego in-person worship, 
Ann stepped up to the plate, offering to lead 
the hymns and present a solo anthem every 
Sunday.  Her commitment and talent have 
not gone unnoticed, and every member of 
our congregation owes Ann a debt of grati-
tude.  Thank you Ann – and hopefully our 
loyal choir will be able to return in the near 
future. 
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This month the Membership Committee is highlighting the Hallquist family.  

 

Jeff and Susy Hallquist joined OHPC 
at the end of 2019. They have 2 chil-
dren and 4 grandchildren. Their daugh-
ter and son-in law, Amy and Cannon 
Clifton (parents of Easton and Grey-
son) introduced them to our congrega-
tion.  The Hallquists moved to the San      
Antonio area from Tucson, AZ, to be 
closer to their children and grandchil-
dren. They also have a son, Dave who 
lives in Corpus Christi with his wife 
and 2 young children. 
 

Jeff was originally from Delaware, but 
his family moved to Kansas City 
where he met Susy in high school. 
They both went to KU.  Although they 
are retired now, Susy worked for a 
staffing company, Spherion. Prior to this, she was a teacher. Jeff was self-employed as a furniture 
manufacturer representative.  They lived in the Houston area for a while but finished their careers 
back in Kansas City. 
 

They retired early and built a home in Tucson, where Jeff hoped to spend his free time playing golf. 
Susy learned to play and now they are both avid golfers. Between playing golf and spending time 
with their extended family, the Hallquists have been busy with a major remodeling project in their 
home. 
 

The Hallquists are looking forward to in-person worship again. (Amen to that!) 

Let’s Get to Know Each Other!  
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“Shrovetide” in Great Britain included sporting events, especially 
football, and dietary indulgence, as the foods forbidden during Lent 
were consumed in abundance.  In England, the day is often known 
today as Pancake Day.  In Scotland, it might be called Fastern’s 
E’en, or Eve of the Fast.  Eating beef to ensure household prosperity 
may be paired with oatmeal bannocks that include a ring or other 
items to denote marriage or the occupation of future spouses.  Wed-
dings are popular in Ireland on Shrove Tuesday as marriage during 
Lent was connected to a canonical prohibition.  Pranks were often 
played on the unmarried at that time.  Here, pancakes often included a ring to signify marriage. 

In many parts of Europe, a variety of rich pastries cooked in hot fat are tradition-
ally eaten.  Small rectangular pastries called Funkenkücle made of flour, salt, 
sugar, and cream then cooked in hot fat and sprinkled with cinnamon and sugar 
were eaten around a large fire the first Sunday of Lent (alte Fastnacht or the old 
eve of fast) were common in parts of Austria, Switzerland, and Germany.  
Fastnachtkuchen are still popular among the Pennsylvania Dutch.  Originally 
rectangular or diamond-shaped, today they may be round like a doughnut; hence 
Shrove Tuesday became known there as Doughnut Day . 

But where did these practices get started?  In preparation for Lent centuries ago, 
Christians who would be observing the tradition of fasting during Lent would use the 
Tuesday before the beginning of Lent to purify both themselves and their homes.  
During the Middle Ages, it was common to go to confession to be “shriven” of their 
sins.  Because Lent itself involved fasting, it was also common practice to purify the 
house of those luxuries frequently forbidden during the 40 days of fasting:  meat, fish, 
eggs, milk, sugar, and fats. 

As with many of our Christian celebrations, the tradition itself may have had 
its roots in ancient spring festivals of an agricultural rite marking the transition 
between winter and summer.  Temporary social transformation, masking, pro-
cessions, erotic dances, eating and drinking are still a part of carnival celebra-
tions in both Europe and the New World—think Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) in 
the French Quarter of New Orleans or Cavnival in Brazil.  The Spanish cele-
bration of Martes de Carnaval (Carnival Tuesday) may reflect the abstention 
from meat in the original Lenten observances.  “Carnival” is thought to derive 
from the Medieval Latin carnem levare which means “to take away or remove 
meat”. 

Whatever your heritage, Shrove Tuesday is a day to prepare for Lent.! 

Thanks to encyclopedia.com 

You know Lent and Ash 
Wednesday, Maundy Thursday 
and Good Friday . . .   . . . but do you recall 

Shrove Tuesday?   

With a nod to Clement Moore: 
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February 2021 

All you need is love.                
But a little chocolate               

now and then doesn't hurt.  

Birthday blessings 
to: 

2/3    C.A. Aranda 

2/4    Josephine Davis 

2/5    Bette Kleitches 

2/5    Lori Vickers 

2/7    Janis Williams 

2/9    Charlie Redd 

2/10   Cynthia Fru 

2/10   Michael Jenson 

2/11    Barry Stevens 

2/12   Jan Hamill 

2/13   Tom Oei 

2/14   Elinor James 

2/15 Dalvin Nji 

2/16 Karen Seal 

2/23  Hayward James 

2/25  Julie Schneider 

2/25  Dick Elliott 

2/28   Heather Ebert 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2/14   Asoh Mabo & Jonas Njifouta 

2/20   Geraldine & Marshall Besecker 

2/27   Alex & Josephine Davis 

Pastor Rachael will be away on 
study leave for the week of Feb. 22 
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Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
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