Oa k Hill s Pr es b yte ria n Ch ur ch
Re v. Sonj a Rob er ts Dal gli sh
Dear Friends,
It is the month of Valentine’s when we celebrate those we love. February makes me think of red and
pink hearts and love. The love that the Bible teaches is not only the ordinary love of a man for a
woman, or a parent for a child, but the extraordinary love that God has for us. Because God pours that
love into our hearts, we can then love each other. It is God’s love that drew me into ministry and has
informed every call I’ve had, from Hospice chaplaincy, to Parish Associate, to Interim Pastor,
Temporary Pastor, or committee work. It’s all about love. And so, this Valentine’s Day, I’d like to share
a few of my favorite scriptures about love.
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Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. [1 John 4:8]
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There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The
one who fears is not made perfect in love. [1 John 4:18]
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This month, let us remember those we love, reaching out with acts of kindness and compassion. And,
because gratitude is at the heart of the reformed faith, I want to say that I give thanks for you as a
community of faith and for your session. You are a blessing to me and to many.

•

Greetings
from Pastor
Rachael

5

•

Other Notes

6

•

Calendar

7

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. [1 Peter 4:8]
We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love each other. Anyone who does not
love remains in death. [1 John 3:14]

In the Reformed faith, we acknowledge that God acts first, reaching out in love to us. Our best
response is gratitude to God expressed in worship and in service to others. We love because God first
loved us. [1 John 4:19]
I am so grateful for our time together. I have loved sharing your lives and ministry during the time I’ve
been here. Thank you for everything but especially for sharing yourselves. I hope that you continue to
reach out bringing hope to the community around you. Invite those you meet into this wonderful
fellowship. You will be doing them a favor.
Your new pastor, Rachael Huntley, is coming February 3, to be meet you and preach for you, then
returning to assume the leadership of the congregation on March 10. Please come and get to know
her.
I will be leaving this month. February 10 will be my last Sunday with you. Please come and say
goodbye during the fellowship time after worship.
In Christ,

Pastor Sonja

Worship & Bible Study

Page 2

Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Bible passages are listed for your reflection each week.

February 3: Visit by Rev. Rachael Huntley
We are thrilled Pastor Rachael will be here—please refer to
articles on page 3 and page 5.
Jeremiah 1:4–10 The Lord knew and called the prophet
Jeremiah before he was born.
Psalm 71:1–6 Be my refuge, O God; I have trusted in you since
my birth.
1 Corinthians 13:1–13 Without love, I have nothing; the
greatest gift is love.
Luke 4:21–30 A prophet is not welcome at home; a crowd tries
to attack Jesus.

February 10: Fishing for People
Isaiah 6:1-8 Isaiah sees the Lord in his temple and says, “Woe is
me, I’m lost.” The Lord said, “Whom shall I send?” Isaiah says,
“Here I am, Lord. Send me.”
Psalm 138 I give you thanks, O Lord; I bow down toward your
holy temple.
Luke 5:1-11 A miraculous catch of fish; Peter says, “Lord, I am a
sinful man.” Jesus said, “Do not be afraid. From now on, you
will be catching people.” [fishers of men]

February 17: We Are Ready by Elder, Jack Henson
Jeremiah 17:5-10 Curses and blessings; those who trust in the Lord are like trees.
Psalm 1 Happy are those who delight in the law of the Lord; they are like trees planted by the water.
Luke 6:17-26 In his sermon on the plain, Jesus talks about curses and blessings.

February 24: It Is Well with My Soul by Elder, Don Barton
Revelation 21:1-7 We are given a glimpse of the New Heaven and the New Earth.
Psalm 46:1-11 God is our refuge and strength.
John 14:1-6 Jesus is the way to the Father.

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:15 a.m.
We are viewing the Great Courses DVD series, The Old Testament, taught by Professor Amy-Jill Levine.
Through these lectures, you will not only probe the content of the biblical books, but you will also explore
debates over their meaning, the historical and cultural situations they reflect and address, and the critical
methods by which they have been interpreted. Discussion follows. Betty Sneed serves as moderator and
discussion leader.

Please note this class welcomes older children, teens and adults.
You are never too young or too old to learn!
Coffee and donuts are available before Sunday School every week in Fellowship Hall.
Stop by, get a cup, and say hello!

Opportunities for Study, Fellowship & Outreach
UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS
February 3: Meet & Greet Your New Pastor!
The Rev. Rachael Huntley will team up with Pastor Sonja for our
communion worship service on this special Sunday. After
worship you are invited to join us for lunch and have the
opportunity to meet Pastor Rachael, who will officially begin on
March 10.

February 10: Farewell to Pastor Sonja & Valentine’s
Amidst all the excitement of the arrival of a new pastor in
March, we sadly but lovingly will say goodbye to Sonja, who has
led us and cared for us for over a year as the PNC searched for
our next full-time pastor. This fellowship hour will be a potluck
affair. We are asking that friends and members bring a dish to
share; OHPC will provide the meat items and ask that you
provide the trimmings (vegetables, salads, desserts, etc.). Also,
we will celebrate Valentine’s Day.
Check the upcoming Sunday bulletins, announcements and
emails for more information. Please join us.
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CHOIR NOTES
Singing is able to touch and join
human beings in ways few other
arts can. Our choir members are
wise and joyful thinkers on this
truth – and every voice is valued
and appreciated. We have lots of
fun as we gather each
Wednesday at 7 p.m., for an
hour. Add your voice to our
voices, and enjoy terrific fun and
fellowship. Enjoy these photos
from our Christmas party:
You never know who you will
meet—on two legs or four!
Jan & Elinor
All Smiles!

Jimbo—
Guide Dog

Sunday, February 3, will also be
“Soup-er” Bowl Sunday. On this special
Sunday, we will have a soup pot available
in the narthex where you can contribute
cash or checks to help the homeless. These funds will
support Under the Bridge Feeding of the Homeless
coordinated by Michael Jenson.

Lunch Bunch Bible
Study
Meets Wednesdays at Noon
We are using the LifeGuide Bible
Study, Angels, which will be
provided. Bring your lunch if you
want—this can be a time of
physical and spiritual
nourishment! Questions?
See Carolyn Livesay.

STITCH IN TIME
Join us Tuesday, February 12, at
10 a.m., in Fellowship Hall as we
craft various projects for those in
need. If you know someone who
might enjoy the fellowship, invite
them along. For more information,
please call: Bette Kleitches at
210-558-1342 or Joan Williams at
210-349-2916.

in training

For more info, see Greg.

Book Club
We love good books! We meet in the Blue
Room on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at
11:15 a.m. Join us and bring a friend!
Feb 12 The Magpie Murders
by Anthony Horowitz
Mar 12 The Time It Never Rained
by Elmer Kelton
Apr 9 The Black Echo by Michael Connelly
May 14 The Woman Who Smashed Codes
by Jason Fagone

Congregational News
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FINANCIAL NEW$

SESSION NOTES
•

Connie Durocher and Geraldine Nkwain were
accepted into membership by the Session.

•

Session approved the baptism of Dalvin Koti Nji,
son of Geraldine Nkwain for February 10, 2019.

•

Session approved a motion to take half of the
2018 shortfall from general reserves and half
from garage sale monies.

•

Session approved updates to the church’s
insurance.

•

Session approved the budget presented by the
I&S Committee for 2019.

•

Session approved a motion to set the frequency
of background checks for members working with
children to match the frequency used by the
Presbytery.

•

Session approved a motion to return Linda to
childcare duties.

•

Session approved a motion to move birthday
and anniversary cards under Caritas.

•

Session approved a motion instructing the Clerk
to write a note formally thanking the PNC noting
especially the leadership of Dick Pettit,
Nancy Redd, and Rob Ebert.

David Vickers, Clerk of Session

Please review the annual report regarding the
financial condition of the church. Your
contribution statements for 2018 were made
available in January. If you did not pick it up, it
will be postmarked by January 31. If you have
questions, please contact me or the office.
Thank you for your faithful
giving and support of OHPC.
P. Jack Henson, Treasurer

“Keep alert, stand firm in your faith,
be courageous, be strong. Let all
that you do be done in love.”
1 Corinthians 16:13-14

BUILDING & GROUNDS
Although it is winter in Texas, your Buildings & Grounds Committee is still working hard to keep our facilities in
good condition. We are working on the calendar to host workdays. We will have one to clean up and out our
storage areas.
•

If you have items left around the church that are unmarked or unclaimed, please store them properly. As we
clean up items that are unclaimed, unmarked and not properly stored, we will have to make a decision as to
what happens—help us take proper care of those items.

•

Watch your emails for upcoming work days, we can use your assistance.

If you have questions about the facility, have suggestions or need assistance, please contact us (B&G). It is best to
send an email to either the OHPC office (oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com) or to me at rstull@satx.rr.com.
This will be a great 2019!

Robert Stull, Chair

Greetings from Pastor Rachael

“EMBRACE”
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Hello there from your incoming pastor!
I have had the pleasure of meeting a handful of you in
person, and look forward to meeting the rest of you
very soon. In the meantime, I wanted to take this
opportunity to send you a note and let you know I’m
thinking about Oak Hills and all that is in store for us!

There has been a trend in the last few years for people
to choose “one word” at the start of a new year. This
word serves as a touchstone throughout the year, a
way to remember what you want to focus on for the next twelve months. My previous words have
included “play,” “listen,” and “presence.” This year, my word is “embrace.” I want to embrace
moving to a new city, and living near immediate family for the first time in my adult life. I want to
embrace the learning curve of immersing myself in a new job in a new church. I want to embrace
both the good times and the hard times that will come with helping my daughters adjust to
different schools and new friends.
What can we embrace as the body of Christ that is Oak Hills Presbyterian Church? Can we
embrace our strengths and seek to develop them further? Can we embrace our weaknesses and
learn from them? Can we embrace our neighbors as ourselves, both those within our church walls
and those without? Can we embrace those who think, speak, act, and believe differently?
“Embracing” is about being present. It does not necessarily mean that you find joy in every
circumstance or in every person. It does mean that you are willing to start where you are and to
meet others where they are. “Embracing” is engaging with what IS, and not being overly focused
on the future or the past; it is living as though you believe you really will receive your daily bread,
and that your daily bread is all you need. “Embracing” is choosing to see God’s love whenever you
can, wherever you can.
I cannot tell you how thrilled I am to embrace this new opportunity, and each one of you. I look
forward to the ways we will learn from each other, the ways we will tend to each other, and the
ways we will deepen our connection to God together. There will be peaks and there will be valleys,
but I commit to embracing it all. May we love one another well, may we grow both as a church and
as individuals, and may we find the deep rest that comes from knowing that God embraces each
one of us.

Pastor Rachael

A Few More Notes...
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Barry and I would like to thank everyone for
all the prayers, cards, texts, calls, reading
material and positive thoughts during Barry’s
recent illness. We truly felt all the love and
support during a very rough time. I’m glad to
report that he is doing much better now and is finally on the road

to recovery. We are truly thankful for you all!
With love,
Jan Hamill
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for your prayers, cards and calls when my brother passed
away and also for my son, Geoff, who recently endured another
surgery. I’m happy to report Geoff is at home and continuing his rehab.
With a grateful heart,
Roberta Betts

ONE-LINERS
& CHURCH SIGNS
†

Prayer: God answers “Knee-Mail”

†

This church has been under the same
management for over 2000 years.

†

If you can’t sleep, try counting your
blessings.

†

The best vitamin for a Christian is B1.

†

Try our Sundays—they are better than
Baskin-Robbins.

†

Cosmetic Surgery? Come in and have your
faith lifted.

†

Tithing: Give God what’s right—not what’s
left.

Contributed by: Julie Schneider

Birthday Offering
Our birthday offering donations collected during the
first quarter of 2019 will be dedicated to
Christian Assistance Ministry—NW Site.
CAM’S mission is to share the love of Christ by
providing immediate assistance and encouragement
to people in crisis. CAM provides food, clothing,
financial assistance, miscellaneous items, and
referrals to other agencies for clients who qualify.
All individuals are welcome at CAM.
Thank you for making our Birthday Offering an
outpouring of love!

February 2019
Sun

Mon

3 Soup-er Bowl Sunday
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Luncheon &
Birthday Party

4

10
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Luncheon
12:15 pm Session
17
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

5
10:30 NARFE

6
Noon Lunch Bunch
7 pm AA
7 pm Choir

7

11
6:30 pm Bridge

12
10 am Stitch in Time
11:15 a.m. Book Club

13
6 pm Music & Worship
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

14

15

16

18
6:30 pm Bridge

19

20
Noon Lunch Bunch
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

21

22

23

26

27
Noon Lunch Bunch
7 pm Choir
7 pm AA

28

6:30 pm Bridge

Office
Closed

24

25

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship

6:30 pm Bridge

Birthday
blessings to:
2/3
2/3
2/4
2/4
2/5
2/5
2/7
2/9
2/10

Tue

C.A. Aranda
Nancy Bryant
Lilly Borak
Josephine Davis
Bette Kleitches
Lori Vickers
Janis Williams
Charlie Redd
Cynthia Fru

2/10
2/10
2/10
2/11
2/11
2/12
2/13
2/14
2/16
2/23
2/25
2/26

Doug Dalglish
Michael Jenson
Ursula Silberschlag
Chris Borak
Barry Stevens
Jan Hamill
Tom Oei
Elinor James
Karen Seal
Hayward James
Julie Schneider
Sonja Dalglish

2/28 Heather Ebert

Happy Anniversary!
2/14 Asoh Mabo & Jonas
Njifouota

2/27 Alex & Josephine Davis

6:30 pm Building &
Grounds

Coming soon…
March 6: Ash Wednesday
March 10: 1st Sunday of
Lent & Pastor Rachael’s
1st Sunday
April 14: Palm Sunday
April 21: Easter

Oak Hills Presbyterian Church
6739 Callaghan Road
San Antonio, Texas 78229
210-342-0271
Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com
Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com
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