
O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h   
R e v .  R a c h a e l  H u n t l e y     

 

Beloved Family, 
 

With the Super Bowl and Valentine’s Day and a 3-day weekend for Presidents’ 
Day, February can bring fun and joy. May you find February to be delightful. 

With the celebration of Black History Month, February can bring education and 
awareness. May you find February informative and may your awareness spur you 
to action. 

With the observance of Ash Wednesday, February can bring reflection and 
growth. May you find February to be a time to go inward and reflect on what the 
Lenten journey might mean for you this year. 

Beginning the Sunday after Ash Wednesday, I will be doing a sermon series on 
Matthew 5-7, Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. The first Sunday in this series will be 
the final Sunday in February, and we will spend that day reflecting on The Beati-
tudes. I encourage you to take a look at them before I discuss them in my sermon; 
you can find them in Matthew 5:1-12. You will see there is a range of those who 
are considered blessed: the meek, those who mourn, peacemakers, and the merci-
ful, just to name a few. Can you find any connection or theme among those con-
sidered blessed? 

As I often do, I invite you to step into the story and honor the divine spark of the 
Creator that is in you…are you able to create a few beatitudes of your own? 
Whom would you count as blessed and why? 

Perhaps jot them down here: 

Blessed are __________________________, for 
__________________________________ 

And blessed are ___________________________, for 
______________________________ 

 

I hope you know you are blessed, for you are a beloved child of God. Amen. 

 

Always with love, 

Pastor Rachael 
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Worship  P a g e  2 

Morning Worship, 10:30 AM 

Ash Wednesday service, February 22 at noon 

February 5     Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12)  The fast God chooses:  do justice, release captives, help the poor.  
Psalm 112:1-9 (10)  Those who do God’s will and seek what is right will be happy. 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16) Paul preaches Christ, crucified; the Spirit reveals God’s wisdom. 
Matthew 5:13-20  Jesus says:  You are the salt and light; I have come to fulfill the law.  
 

February 12    Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 A choice between life and death, prosperity and adversity. 
Psalm 119:1-8   Happy are those who keep God’s law and follow God’s way. 
1 Corinthians 3:21-37  Paul planted, Apollos watered, but God is the source of growth. 
Matthew 5:21-37  Jesus interprets the laws on murder, adultery, and making vows. 
 
 

February 19  Transfiguration of the Lord 
Exodus 24:12-18  The glory of God settles on Sinai, where Moses spends forty days. 
Psalm 2   God says:  You are my son; the nations will serve the Lord. 
  Or Psalm 99    The Lord reigns; worship God on the holy mountain. 
 2 Peter 1:16-21  The apostle recounts Jesus’ transfiguration, fulfilling prophecy. 
Matthew 17:1-9  On a high mountain with Moses and Elijah, Jesus is transfigured. 
   

February 22  Ash Wednesday  (Service at noon) 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17  The day of the Lord is coming; return to God with all your heart. 
   Or Isaiah 58:1-12  The fast God chooses:  do justice, release captives, help the poor. 
Psalm 51:1-17   Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new spirit within me. 
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 Be reconciled to God in Christ; now is the day of salvation. 
Matthew 6:1-6, 12-21  Don’t flaunt your fasting and prayer; store up treasure in heaven. 
 

February 26  First Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 The man and woman disobey God, eating forbidden fruit. 
Psalm 32   My sin tormented me; but when I confessed, God forgave me. 
Romans 5:12-19  Sin and death came from Adam; grace and life come from Christ. 
Matthew 4:1-11  Jesus spends forty days in the wilderness and is tested by the devil. 

Bible passages are listed for your reflection each week. 

Annual Congregational 
Meeting 

Sunday, February 5 

Please plan to stay for a short meeting 
after worship in order to review the annual report. 

"The real question of the Lenten season is how will I 
clear out the junk and garbage in my life so that I can 
be restored to God in some fresh way? What are the 

disciplines that will open up space for God to create a 
clean heart and new spirit in me?" 

- Ruth Haley Barton 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=heart+clipart&view=detailv2&&id=B806C9BC15EFE905B623E3C399737DC38D1B4ADC&selectedIndex=143&ccid=rw6I0AWW&simid=608043761262789596&thid=OIP.Maf0e88d00596f435dcf7abb9a1a9748dH0
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CHOIR NOTES 

Singing is able to touch 

and join human beings in 

ways few other arts can.  

Our choir members are wise and 

joyful thinkers on this truth – and 

every voice is valued and appreci-

ated.  We have lots of fun as we 

gather each Wednesday at 7 

p.m., for an hour.  Add your voice 

to our voices, and enjoy terrific fun 

and fellowship. You never know 

who you will meet! 

For more info, see Greg. 

 

ONE-LINERS  

& CHURCH SIGNS 
 

† Prayer:  God answers “Knee-Mail” 

† This church has been under the same management for 
over 2000 years. 

† If you can’t sleep, try counting your blessings. 

† The best vitamin for a Christian is B1. 

† Try our Sundays—they are better than Baskin-Robbins. 

† Cosmetic Surgery?  Come in and have your faith lifted. 

† Tithing:  Give God what’s right—not what’s left. 

Contributed by:  Julie Schneider 

   BIBLE STUDY! 

February 9 and 23 

6 PM in the library 

All are welcome to participate! 

We seek to expand our own perspective as we 
compare our portrait of Jesus with that presented 
by the Gospel writers.  Our 
study began with an explo-
ration of the Gospel of Mark 
and his view of Jesus.  In 
February, we will  compare 
the views of Matthew and 
Luke, looking for similarities 
and differences among the 
three Gospel writers.  

 
 

Who is Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, February 16 

So Big, by  Edna Ferber 

Selina Peake DeJong, a gambler’s daughter, tries 
to keep her dreams alive and support her son in  
a small Dutch farming community outside of 
Chicago at the turn of the 20th Century after the 
death of her husband.  Her son Dirk, nicknamed 
“So Big”, sees the world in a different light, as 
does the community she inhabits, creating a 
challenge to her sense of beauty and fairness. 
 

Future reads: 

March 16:  The Lincoln Highway, by Amor Towles 

April 20:  Cleo McDougal Regrets Nothing, by Allison 
Winn Scotch 

May 18:  Where’d You Go, Bernadette?  by Maria 
Semple 
 

Join us at 11 AM in the library or on Zoom 
the third Thursday of each month as we dive 

into a new book.   

 

Oh yes!  February 12
th
 is also “Super Bowl”   

Sunday. (Kickoff is scheduled for 5:30 p.m.)  We 
will follow our recent tradition of filling out your 

Super Bowl prediction sheet. Watch for the form 
and show us how much you know about football.   

This is for fun only; no betting allowed. 
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FINANCIAL NEW$ 
 

The annual report provides the financial condition of 
the church and the 2023 budget.  We ended the year 
with a deficit in income versus expense.  Much of the 
deficit is due to the multiple plumbing issues this year. 
  

Your contribution statements for 2022 should have 
been provided by the last Sunday of the month or were 
mailed.  Please contact the church office if you have not 
received yours by mid-February. If you have questions, 
please contact me or the church 
office. 
 

Thank you for your faithful giving 
and your support of OHPC. 
 

P. Jack Henson, Treasurer 

SESSION NOTES 
 Approved the 2023 budget 

 Approved the Pastor’s Terms of Call and recom-
mended congregational approval 

 Planned a luncheon on January 15 to welcome 
the Zomi First Baptist congregation 

 Agreed to move the annual meeting to Feb. 5 

 Approved the annual statistical 
report that the Clerk of Session 
submits to the Presbytery 

     Donna Amonett,  
     Clerk of Session 

Congregational News  

 Souper Bowl Sunday 
 

The Souper Bowl of Caring empowers and unites communities 

to tackle hunger using the energy of the Big Game.  Its vision is 

to transform the Big Game into a nationwide movement inspir-

ing people to give locally and make a collective impact on hunger. We will be col-

lecting monetary and food donations during the weeks leading up to Super Bowl 

Sunday. All the money and food collected will be given to local charities. 
 

The Souper Bowl of Caring began in 1990 with this simple prayer… 
 

“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be mindful of those 
who are without a bowl of soup to eat.” 

 

We are asking for contributions from each of you—food 

and/or money. Beginning Sunday, February 5, and     

again February 12, donation bins will be available in 

the Narthex to collect your donations. Please bring          

non-perishable food items, such as 
 

Peanut Butter – Rice – Pasta – Canned Goods 

or Money Donations 
 

OHPC in Mission 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prayer
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Theater Pipe Organs 
 

My essay in last month’s Oak Branch dealt with the differences between traditional 
church pipe organs and their electronic substitutes. The subject is both compelling and 
provoking, as both instruments play classic, traditional literature. 
 

But classic and church organs are not the only type 
of pipe organs. Another class of pipe organ is also 
part of the organ retinue – the theater pipe organ – 
which is designed to play popular music.  When I 
began organ lessons in 1969, my teacher included 
both classic and pop music in each session.  None-
theless, very little is heard today about theater pipe 
organs, and it is even rarer to hear pop organ music. 
 

The growth of theater pipe organs was rooted in the 
introduction of motion pictures in American theaters 
around 1910. In the period leading up to World War 
I, silent motion pictures overtook live theater produc-
tions.  Countless theaters were outfitted with projec-
tion screens to exhibit the new technology. Following 
in its wake was the need for background music to 
complete the theatrical experience.  Thus, the thea-
ter pipe organ came into modern development.  

Each theater featuring motion pictures also had a theater pipe organ to accompany the silent films, as well 
as provide preliminary music. 
 

The glory point of theater pipe organ construction occurred during the Roaring 20’s.  Firms such as 
Wurlitzer, Barton, Marr & Colton, and Moller produced thousands of theater-style pipe organs.  Most are 
no longer in existence, lost in renovations or renewals.  Remember, the “talkie” movies were first intro-
duced in 1927, thereby sealing into oblivion the theater pipe organ. In fact, the theater pipe organ industry 
literally nose-dived after Al Jolson appeared in “The Jazz Singer,” the first talkie. 
 

San Antonio, which had dozens of theater organs, today has but one intact theater-style pipe organ – the 
1924 Moller organ in the downtown Scottish Rite Cathedral 
of Freemasonry.  I presented a theater-style concert there in 
1985, and organ remains in workable condition but is sel-
dom used.  
 

Theater pipe organs are voiced and sound different than 
church organs.  They are designed to play popular music, 
rather than traditional music.  Most major cities have one or 
more theater pipe organs to offer this style of music, usually 
in some elaborate, century-old downtown theater. 
 

The music world is one of diversity and contrast.  Our lives 
and thereby the world in general are enriched by these dif-
ferent idioms. 
 

Greg Nussel 
Organist and Choir Director 

Greg Nussel, June 1985, at the 
Moller Pipe Organ in the Scottish 
Rite Cathedral, San Antonio. 
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MLK Day of Service 

On Monday, January 16, ISSA students commemorated 
MLK Day with their school tradition:  an ISSA Day of Ser-
vice!  The entire school community worked hard together to 
beautify the school campus.  It was a day of meaningful work 
and togetherness, values important to Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and to the ISSA school community. 

 

 

ISSA 

In late December, we began sharing our facilities with the Zomi First Baptist Church . . . 
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. . . and on January 15, we 
welcomed them with a hot dog 
and hamburger luncheon! 
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This month the Membership Committee is highlighting                         

another one of our wonderful members: Jim Creswell.   
 

Most of us recognize Jim and his lovely granddaughter Hannah, who 
accompanies Jim to church each week. 

Jim was born in Dalton, Nebraska in 1930. He had one sister, Donna. 
The family moved to Oklahoma, and then Burbank, CA. Jim was 
drafted into the U.S. Army in 1951. He served in Korea. During the 
war, he was shot twice and was promoted to the rank of Major. He 
worked with the South Korean Army, teaching   English and combat 
methods. 

Following his service in the Army, Jim returned to California and worked as a car dealer. He held a number 
of volunteer positions in the community, including volunteer firefighter, volunteer sheriff, and as an EMS. 

Jim and his wife Yolanda have been married for 40 years. They have 2 daughters, 4 grandchildren and 10 
great-grandchildren. 

Jim loves children and making people laugh. Hannah said, “He’s just a big kid,” and remembers when she 
was young, he always had a bunch of balloons in his pocket to make balloon animals whenever he saw 
children. 

Jim has been a Christian since childhood. When asked how he chose OHPC, he explained he attended sev-
eral other churches when he moved to San Antonio to be closer to his daughter and granddaughter. He said 
he enjoyed the messages, the choir and the warm welcome he received when he attended our service and 
decided this was the place for him. 

We’re so blessed to have Jim as part of our congregation! 

Let’s Get to Know One Another 

 

  

 

 

                                      

Opportunities for Service 

Oak Hills has a prayer 
chain!   

Ginger Jenson maintains a 
listing of members willing to 

pray for the needs of our 
members and friends.  When 
she gets a prayer request, she 

calls the first member of 
each of five prayer groups, 
who in turn each call the 

next member of their group.  
The group is always glad for 
more prayer partners.  So, if 
you would like to be part of 
this mission or if you have a 
prayer request, give Ginger a 

call!  Her home number is 
210-681-0181 and her cell is               

210-854-9205. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=volunteers+needed+for+fellowship+hour+images&view=detailv2&&id=053BFE2CBEA83A443032BDF056CBC93137316D84&selectedIndex=26&ccid=76bNZldL&simid=608049872373746922&thid=JN.N6J3eAEtFLYtu%2f3vKIzfcw
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 7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA           

 

2   12:30 PM Bridge 
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2-4 PM Girl Scouts 

5 

10:30 AM Worship 

11:30 AM Congregational  

                  Meeting 

4-6 PM Guide Dogs 
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7 
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 7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA 

9    

 

 

6 PM Bible study 

10 

 

11 

 

12  10:30 AM Worship 

11.30 AM 

 Session 
 

 

 

13    14   Valentine’s 
                 Day 
 

 

15 

 

7 PM Choir 

7 PM AA                

16  12:30 PM Bridge 

 

 

 

11 AM  Book Club 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

10:30 AM Worship 

 

4-6 PM Guide Dogs 

20 

 
21 

 

22   

Noon 

service 

7 PM AA 

7 PM Choir 

23  12:30 PM Bridge 

 

 
6 PM Bible study 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

10:30 AM Worship 

 

 

 

27 28     

February 2023 

All you need is love.                
But a little chocolate               

now and then doesn't hurt.  

Birthday blessings to: 
2/3    C.A. Aranda 

2/5    Bette Kleitches 

2/5    Lori Vickers 

2/7 Clara Brown 

2/7    Janis Williams 

2/9    Charlie Redd 

2/10   Michael Jenson 

2/11    Barry Stevens 

2/12   Jan Hamill 

2/13   Tom Oei 

2/14   Elinor James 

2/22 Ro Amonett 

2/23  Hayward James 

2/25  Julie Schneider 

2/25  Dick Elliott 

2/28   Heather Ebert 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2/14   Asoh Mabo & Jonas Njifouta 

2/20   Geraldine & Marshall Besecker 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=presidents+day+images&view=detailv2&qpvt=presidents+day+images&id=51C0A770AF18FE90A097B20686C2F07FF8F0B028&selectedIndex=12&ccid=V1fFfDBz&simid=608017591574005985&thid=OIP.M5757c57c3073482e33dbb11849e83adaH0


Oak Hills Presbyterian Church  

6739 Callaghan Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

210-342-0271 

Email: oakhills@oakhillspresbyterian.com 

Web Site: www.oakhillspresbyterian.com 
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HERE 


